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| 5 Tins ou 75 . Buff. 
Cor vus- Graculus, Linn. and Gmel. 
| Gracula Pyrrhocorax, Scop. 
Coraciat, | Aldrov. and Brifl. . 
Coracias, ſeu Pyrrhocorax, Ray. 
Cornix roftro pedibuſque rubrit}, Klein. 
80 T be 1 nen —_ or Killegrew, _ 
CL TOLL 6.11 n l Alb. and Will. 


> OME nithon babe confornded this bird with 
the Alpine Crow; but the diſtinction is 
ay marked. Its bill! is longer, more flender, 5 
more hooked, and of a red colour; its tail is 
alſo ſhorter, its wings longer, and, as a natural 
conſequence, i its flight is more lofty ; and laſtly, 
its eyes! are environed by a ſmall red circle. 
It is true that the Red- legged Crow reſembles 
the Alpine Crow i in the colour and i in ſome com 


In Greek, b candy in modern Greek, $a r 10 Oamb- 


| den? s Latin, Avis Incendiaria : in Italian, Spelviers, Taccola, Tatula, 5 
Paxon, Zorl, Cutta : in French, Chonette and Choucas Reuge: in 


German, Stein- taben ¶ tone - dau), Steine talen, Neher, 5 
+ i. e. The Crow Wer bul and feet red. 1 5 31 10 
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2 RED-LEGGED CROW. 
mon inſtincts. In both, the plumage is black 

with green reflections of blue and purple, which 
have an admirable effe& on that dark ground. 
Both delight in the ſummits of the loftieſt 
mountains, and ſeldom deſcend into the plain. 


The former, however, is much more diffuſed 
than the latter. © 1 bes 


The Red- legged Crow is of an elegant figure, 
lively, reſtleſs, turbulent, but can be tamed to a 
certain degree. At firſt it is fed with a ſort of 


| Paſte made with milk, bread, and grain, &c. and 
_ afterwards it is reconciled to whatever is ſerved 
for our tables. 8 | 


Aldrovandus ſaw in Bologna in Italy, a bird 


of this ſort, which had an odd trick of breaking 


panes of glaſs from the outſide, as if to enter 


the houſe by the window: this inſtin& is un- 
doubtedly the ſame with that of the crows, the 


magpies, and daws, which are attracted by every 


thing that glitters. It has even been known to 


ſnatch from the chimney light pieces of wood, 


and thus ſet the houſe on fire; ſo that this dan- 
gerous bird adds the character of an incendiary 


to that of a domeſtic plunderer. But I ſhould 


| imagine that this pernicious habit might be 


arne againſt itſelf, and, like the lark, it might 


n 
n 


be decoyed into ſnares, by means of mirrors. 

SGalerne ſaw at Paris two Red-legged Crows 
Which lived peaceably with the houſe pigeons ; 
baut it is probable that he had not ſeen the Wild 
Crow of Geſner, nor the deſcription which that 


2 author 
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author gives of 1 it; ſince he lays after Ray, that 
it agreed 1 in every thing but in ſize with the 
coracias ; whether he meant the bird to which 


this article is allotted, or the pyrrbocorax of 


Pliny. Theſe birds are widely different, -and 


 Gelſner was careful not to confound them. He 
knew that the Wild Crow differs from the -Red- 
legged Crow by its creſt, its carriage, the ſhape 


and length of its bill, the ſhortneſs of its tail, 
the excellence of its fleſh, at leaſt when young: 


that it was not ſo noiſy or ſo ſedentary, and 
that it changed its reſidence. more regularly at 


certain times of the ears; ; not to mention other : 


differences. 


The Reagan Crow THY a rl Rik a 


pretty loud cry, very like that of the Sea- pie. 
It chatters almoſt inceſſantly; and Olina remarks 


that it is bred not for its voice, but for its beau- 
tiful plumage . Belon, however, and the au- 


thors of the Britiſh ONT: lay, that it learns to 


ſpeak. 


The female lays four or five. white! eggs, 


ſpotted with dirty yellow. She builds her neſt - 
on the wink of old deſerted towers, or on fright- 


#-cc They arrive in the 3 of the ſpring, at the ſame time 


as the ſtorks.— They retire the firſt of all that I know, about the 


beginning of July,” &c. GESsN ER we Avibus. 9 5 


+ The cutta with a red bill, which on other parts is all black 
like the Crow, except that its feet are yellow, comes from the 
mountains. In Latin it is named Coracias. This bird does not 
alk, but is » kept merely on account of it c beauty,” D 
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ful precipices; for, according to Edwards, theſe 
birds prefer the cliffs all along the weſt coaſt 
of England, to ſimilar ſituations on the flat 
ſhores of the eaſt and ſouth. I ſhall add ano- 
ther fact of the ſame kind, which I owe to a 
very reſpectable obſerver*. It is, that though 
theſe birds be inhabitants of the Alps, of the 
mountains of Switzerland, and of thoſe of Au- 
vergne, &c. they are never found on the moun- 
tains of Bugey, nor in all the chain chat ſtretches 
along the confines of the country of Gex a8 far 
as Geneva. Belon, who ſaw them on Mount 
Jura in Switzerland, again obſerved them in the 
iſlands of Crete, and always on the ſummits of 
rocks. But Haſſelquiſt affirms that theſe birds 
arrive in Egypt, and ſpread through the country 
after the inundation of the Nile has ſubſided 
and the waters are about to return into their 
bed. If we admit this fact, which however 
ſeems to be repugnant to the general nature of 
theſe birds, we muſt ſuppoſe that they are 
drawn to Egypt by the abundance of food with 
which: the lands are replete, after being left by 
the waters to the powerful influence of a tropical 
ſun: and in fact, they feed on inſects, and on 
ſeeds which have been lately committed to the 
foil, and ſwell with milky juice, the effect of 
incipient vegetation. It follows then, that theſe 
birds do not confine their reſidence excluſively to 
rocks and the ſummits of mountains, ſince at t 


Fe Hebert, creafurer extraordinary of war at Dijon. 
4 | certain 


3 
certain ä * RAD appear in Lower 
Egypt. Nor do they ſeem to be! equally at- 
tached to every bleak eminence; but to be 
directed in their choice! by certain peeuliar cir- 
cumſtances, Which 8 55 eſcaped N 

 fervetwdriiolidg % 0 2d) 3nd yaqoo 360 1 

It is 1 that the 8 «af. Ariſtotle? is a | 
the ſame with the Red-legged Crow, and not the 
fyrrhocora#f of Pliny , which ſeems. to differ i in 
ſize and in the colour of its bill, which is yellow. 
But the bird of which we here treat, has a red 
bill and red feet; and as it was. ſeen by Belon 
on the Cretan mountains, it was more likely 

known to Ariſtotle, than the pprrbocorax, which 
was ſuppoſed by the ancients to be confined to | 
the Alps, and in . n nt t ſeen 7 ier in | 
Greece. | 

1 myſt. —— 3 Shaka Ariſtotle ne. > 
| his coracias a ſpecies of da (x0X0105),/ as we re- 
gard the pyrrhocorax of Pliny 3 ; which would 
ſeem to favour the identity, or at leaſt the prox- 
imity-of theſe two ſpecies, - But as in the ſame | 
chapter I find a palmipede bird joined with the 
daws às of the ſame genus, the Philoſopher 
evidently confounds birds that are of a very 

different nature; or rather, ſince the text traces a 

regular analogy, the confuſion muſt have ariſen 


as rr ˙—————————————— E NV PRAGA ET 


r - 


> from ſome miſtakes of the copyiſts. Beſides, 
AF the word gan On entirely of Greek 
| | | Mm Hift, Helis lib. ix, 24. a te + Lib, x. 48. 


33 derivation, 
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deri vation , occurs not in any part of Ariſtotle' 9 4 


treatiſe; and Pliny, who was well acquainted 


with that work, could diſcover in it no account 
of the bird on which he beſtows that name * 
and in his deſcription of the pyrrhocorax, he 
does not copy what the Greek philoſopher had : 


ſaid on the ſubject of the coracias. 


The ſpecimen examined by the authors of the 
Britiſh Zoology weighed: thirteen ounces, and 
its wings extended about two feet and a half: 
the tongue was almoſt as long as the bill, ſome- 
what hooked; the nails black, frong, and 


hooked. 


Gerini mentions a bird of this kind hls 
bill and feet were black, and which he conſi- 
ders as a variety of the Red-legged Crow, affected 

only by ſome accidental differences of colour, 
_ ariſing from the diſtinQtion any the age or 


ſex f. LA] 


® It genie as. 2 
+ Storia degli Uccelli, tom. ii. p. 38. . 


14] The ſpecific character of the Chough, cen ne : 
Linn. is, that „ it is blackiſh violet, its bill and feet red.“ It re- 
ſembles the jackdaw in habits and fize, being ſixteen inches long: 


it is voracious, gregarious, and circles as it-flies. Borlaſe ſays, 


that it is not as miſchievous as commonly repreſented, the tricks of 


the jackdaw being often imputed to it by miſtake. EE The ES 


= 
9 


«nw res — 


The HERMIT CROW“. 


Le Coracias Huppe ou Le Sonneur +, Buff. 
Corvus-Eremita, Linn. and Gmel. 
Coracia Criſtata, Briſſ. 


Corvus Sylvaticus, Geſneri. Win. 
 Upupa Montana, Klein. | 
Geſner i Wood-Crow, Will. 


| ik Crow From Savuitzerland, Alb, 


us bird is of the ſize of a hen ; its plumage 


is black, with fine green Nene which 

are e nearly as in the Red- legged 
Crow: like it, the bill and feet are red; but the 
bill is ſtill longer and more ſlender, very proper 
for inſerting into the fiſſures of rocks and the 
cracks in the ground, into the holes of trees and 

| walls, in ſearch of inſets and worms, which 
are its principal food. In its ſtomach are found 
portions of the mole-crickets. It eats alſo the 
larvæ of the May-bug, and is uſeful on ac- 
count of the havock which it makes among theſe 
deſtructive inſets. 105 
The feathers on the top of its head are longer 
chan the reſt, and form a kind of creſt, which 


In Zurich i it is called Scheller, Waldt-rapp, nner in Ba- 


varia and Stiria, en 3 in Italian Cor OY z in Poliſh, 
Kruk-lefuy, Nocuy. | 


+ i. e. The Creſt Chouph, or the FROPED This name has been 
given by ſome perſons to this bird, becauſe its voice reſembles the 
tinkliog of the bells faſtened to the necks of cattle, 


=. hangs 
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— . = 


8 HERMIT CROW. 


hangs backwards; but this only appears after 


they are full grown, and again diſappears when 


they are aged. Hence the reaſon that in ſome 
places they are called Bald Crows, and in ſome 
deſcriptions they are repreſented as having a 


yellow head marked with red ſpots. Theſe co- 


lours are probably the tints of the ſkin, which 
age leaves bare. | 


The creſt, which has given occafionto the name 


of Moeountain=creſfied*, is not the only diſtinQtion 
between this bird and the Red-legged Crow; 


its neck is longer and more flender, its hebd 
ſmaller, 1 its tail ſhorter, &c. Beſides, it is known 


only as a bird of pallage, while the Red-legged 


Crow, as we have already ſeen, is migratory, 


but only in certain countries and in particular 
circumſtances. . Geſner has therefore divided 


them properly into two ſpecies; and I have diſ- 
tinguiſhed them by different names. 


The Hermit Crows fly very lofty, and gene⸗ 


rally go in flocks f. They ſeek their food often 


in the meadows and marſhy places, and always 


neſtle on the tops of old deſerted towers, or in 


the clefts of frightful inacceſſible rocks. Senſible, 


as it were, that their young are delicate meat, 


* Nidda. 


+ J am aware that Klein b the Hermit Glow a Golitary bird; 


but this is directly contrary to what Geſner aſſerts, the only ori- 


_ ginal obſerver, whom Klein copies, without be conſcious, when ; 
he tranſcribes from. Albin, | | 


HERMIT CROW. &9 


and much valued by the luxurious, they are care- 

ful to breed them out of the reach of man. 

But there are ſtill ſome men hardy enough to 
riſk their lives for the moſt ſordid gain, and al- 

low themſelves to be let down by ropes from 

giddy heights, to plunder the infant brood in 
their receſſes, and reap the moſt dangerous of 
harveſts. 

I)be females lay generally two or three eggs 
every hatch; and thoſe who wiſh to get the 
brood, commonly leave a young bird in each 

neſt, in order to invite them to return the fol- 
lowing year. When the young are plundered, 
the parents cry, la, ha, he, he, but are ſeldom 
heard at any other dine. The young are eaſily 
tamed, and the more ſo if they be taken early 

and before they can fly, | 
They arrive in the country of Zurich rode | 

the beginning of April, at the ſame time with 

the ſtorks. Their neſts are ſought for about 

Whitſunday, and they depart, the earlieſt of all 

the birds, in the middle of June. I know not 

why Barrere has made the Hermit Crow a * 
cies of curlew. 

The Hermit Crow 1b the Alps, the lofty 

mountains of Italy, Stiria, Switzerland, Bavaria, 

and the high cliffs which border on the Danube, 
in the vicinity of Paſſau and Kelkeym. Theſe 
birds chooſe for their retreat certain natural 

breaſt- works, or cells of a good aſpect, among 


the 
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the rocks, and hence the name Klayſirappen, 
or Monk-Raven. [A] 


| wry Specific character: . Greeniſh, head yellowiſh, back of 
the head ſomewhat creſted, the bill and feet red. 


1 
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45 Fo rg Buff. 
Coruus- Corax, Linn and Gmel. 
Corunt, Briff, Klein, and Will.“ 
Te Hd Babb. ne Illuftrata. 


=" 


Tor bird bl always | Es famous; but} its s bad 
* reputation has been owing, moſt probably, 


to its being confounded with other birds, and 


loaded with their ill qualities. At has ever been 


regarded as the loweſt of the rapacious tribe; 
the moſt cowardly and the moſt diſguſting. 


Filth and rotten carcaſes, it is faid, are its chief 


food; and when it gluts its appetite on live prey, 
its victims are the weak or uſeful animals, lambs, 
leverets Fo &c. yet it ſometimes ehe the * 


* I Greek, Kk: in Latins Son mn Spaniſh, 3 
in Italian, Coro; in German, Rabe, Rave, Kol-rave, e 
raven): in Swediſh, Korp in Poliſh, Kru: in Hebrew, Oreb 


in Arabicy Ses in" Pes WII Codec. - 


The appellations beſtowed, in all languages, are evidently formed 
from the Raven's croak. The Scotch name Corbey, like many 
others of that dialect, was introduced from the French Tue 


Engliſn word Raver is derived from the German Rabe. — M. 


Montbeillard, author of this article, objects to the indiſeriminating 


application of the name Corvus, to the crows, daws, choughs, e. 


The corvus of the ancients was appropriated to the large ſpecies, 
the Raven differing from the reſt conſiderably in its habits and 
inſtincts. It is as large as a good cock. and would 1 _ 
carrion crows and two rooks: ' | 


5 
”} £4 


+ Aldrovandus relates a ftory of two Ravens concerting an at- 


tack upon a hare ; ; "ou picked out us eyes, and devoured it. 
| 5 animals 
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12 HE RAVEN. 


ſtrength and agility by cunning; it plucks out 


the eyes of buffaloes “, and then, fixing on the 
back, it tears off the fleſh deliberately : and 
what renders the lerocity more deteſtable, it is 
not incited by the cravings of hunger, but by 
-the appetite for carnage; for it can ſubſiſt on 
fruits, ſeeds of all kinds, and indeed may be 


conſidered as an omnivorous animal F. 
This violence and indiſeriminating voracity 


2 of the Raven, has procured it a various treat- 


ment: ſometimes it has been proſeribed as a 
pernicious, deſtructive animal; ſometimes it 


has been afforded the protection of law, as uſe⸗ 


ful in extirpating noxious - inſets. In poor, 


thinly inhabited ſtates, the Raven may prove 
a burthenſome, and expenſive, gueſt; but in 5 


iS; Elias Natur. Aan. lb. f. 5 1. Nccubil des Pojagei qui ont 185. 


2 2 J Erabliſſnient de la Compagnie des Indes, tom. viii. p. 273. This 
is, perhaps, the ſaurce of the antipathy which is ſaid to ſubſiſt be- 
tween the Ox and Raven. See Ariſtotle Hit. Auim. lib. ix. 1. I 
can hardly believe that a Raven attacks a buffaloe, as travellers re- 
late. It may happen that theſe birds will ſometimes alight upon 
the backs of the buffaloes, as the hooded crow alights upon the 
backs of aſſes and ſheep, or the magpie upon the backs of bogs, 
to eat the inſets which lodge in the hair of theſe animals. It may 
happen, too, that the Ravens, by exceſſwe ſtrokes with their bill, 
may tear the buffaloes? hides, or even, attracted by the gliſtening 
of the pupil, they may pick out the eyes; but I cannot perſuade 
myſelf that they deliberately determine to eat the buffaloes 4 f 
and are able to accompliſh that undertaking. <1 


+ See Ariſtotle Hit. Anim. Iib. vai.: 3. and Willoughby; g. p. 82, 
I have ſeen them fed, in a ren meaſure, wth OO cy; raw 


or cooked. 
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rich, populous countries, it will be ſervice- 


able by | devouring the filth generated in 
them. For this reaſon it was formerly, ac 
cording to Belon, forbidden in England “ to 
hurt this bird; but in the narrow iſlands of Fer- 
roe, Malta, &c. a premium was offered for its 


If to the features which we have now traced 
of the Raven, we join its gloomy plumage; its 


cry, ſtill more gloomy, though very feeble; its | 


ignoble port, in proportion to its bulk; its 


ſavage look; its body ſmelling perpetually 
of infection T; we ſhall not be ſurpriſed 
that in all ages it has been regarded as an obje& 
of averſion and horror. Its fleſh was forbidden 


| * Belon wrote in 1550. *© This bird is eſteemed ſacred by our 
people, and few perſons will dare to kill it.” F auna Sutcica, 
Ne 69.—The Ravens enjoy. the ſame protection at Surinam, ac- 
cording to Dr. F. ermin. Deſcription de Surinam, tom. ii. p. 48. 
+ Aare, Copenhagen for the years 1671 and 1672. With re- 


 gard to the iſland of Malta, I have been affured that the birds 


are carrion . crows ;. but at the ſame time, as J am told they in- 
habit the moſt deſert rocks on the coaſt, I am diſpoſed 20/ believe 
that they are Ravens. e 
1 The authors of the Britiſh. Zodlog) alone affert, that the 

Raven bas an agreeable ſmell, which is difficult to believe of a bird 
that feeds on carrion. We know alſo by experience, that Ravens 
juſt killed, give che fingers a ſmell as diſagreeable as that of fiſh. 
This I have been aſſured by Hebert, a very r e peckable obleryer z 

and the fad is confirmed by the teſtimony of Hernandez, „ 


It js indeed ſaid of the Carancro, a fort of vulture in America, 


which has alſo been termed a Raven, that it exhales an odour of 


muſk, though it lives upon filth. (Dupratz Hit. de la Louifiane, 


tom. ii. 3-) But moſt authors aſſert directly the contrary. 


to 
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. THE RAVEN. 


to the Jews; ſavages never eat it *; and, among 
ourſelves, the moſt ſtarved wretches diſcover an 
extreme diſlike to it, and remove the coriaceous 


| ſkin before they make their diſguſting meal. 
In every country it is reckoned an ominous bird, 
which announces impending calamities. Grave 


hiſtorians F have deſcribed pitched battles be- 


| tween armies of crows and thoſe of other rave- 
nous birds, and have regarded theſe combats as 


foreboding the bloody wars kindled among na- 


tions. And how many perſons, at preſent, are 


alarmed and dejected at the noiſe of its croaking ! 
The whole of its knowledge of futurity is li- 


mited, however, like that of the other inhabit- 
ants of the air, to a greater ſenſibility to the 


changes in its element, and to the expreſſion of 


its feelings by certain cries and actions. In the 
ſouthern provinces of Sweden, Linnæus tells us, 

that the Ravens, in fine weather, ſoar to an im- 
menſe height, and make a clangorous noiſe, that 


is heard at a great diſtance d. The authors of 
the Britiſh Zoology add, that in this caſe they 
fly generally in pairs. Other writers ||, in leſs 


enlightened times, have given other remarks, 
mingled with fable and eden. . 


* Voyage du "pa Theodat. p. 300. 
+ Zneas Sylvius, Hip. Europ. cap. 53. Boy 6 Ve Init, lib, v. — 


Geſner de Avibus, p. 347. 


Fauna Suecica, No. 69. ras? 
1 Pliny, Belon, Geſner, Aldrovandus, & c. 


THE RAVEN 5 os 


In thoſe times, when augury formed a part of 
gen, the Ravens, though bad prophets, could 
not fail to be birds of vaſt importance. The 
fondneſs of prying into futurity, how diſmal 
ſoever may be the proſpect, is an ancient malady 
of the human race. All the various motions of 
the Raven were ſtudied with the moſt ſerupulous 
attention, all the circumſtances of its flight, all the 
differences of its voice, of which, not to mention 
the minute diſcriminations too difficult to be 
appretiated *, no leſs than ſixty- four diſtin& in- 

flexions were reckoned up. Each had its deter- 
mined ſignification ; the artful applied themſelves 

to the profeſſion, and credulity drew multitudes 


to their oracles f. Pliny himſelf, though ſuperior - 


to the prejudices of the vulgar, was ſo far carried 
by the tide of popular opinion as to mention its 
moſt infauſtous cries }. Some even carried this 
folly to ſuch lengths as to eat the heart and en- 

_ trails of theſe birds, from the hope c of acquiring 
the ſpirit of prophecy g. 
But the Raven has not only a great number of 
inflections of voice correſponding to its interior 
affections, it has alſo the talent of imitating the 
cry of other animals, and even human diſcourſe; 


2 Aldrovandus. 2 
1 Pliny, 16. xxix. ap. 5 1 | 

I 14. lib. x. 1. 80 The worlt omen is when they cluck with a | 

ol rangled vice . 

s Porphyr. De abſtinendo ab Animant. lb. Ws 

| Aldrovandus. | 


and 5 | 
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and to improve this natural quality, the ligament 
of the tongue has been cut. Colas is the word 
which it pronounces the moſt eaſily ; and Scali- 
ger heard one which, when hungry, called diſ- 
tinctly on the cook by the name of Conrad F. 
Theſe words bear indeed ſome reſemblance 1 to 
the ordinary cry of the Raven. 


Theſe ſpeaking, birds were highly 3 at 


Rome, and a philoſopher has not diſdained 
to relate the hiſtory of one of them . They 


not only learn to prattle or repeat words, but 
become quite familiar. They can be tamed 
though old d, and appear even ſuſceptible of "Y 


laſting and perſonal attachment ||. ; 
In conſequence of their pliancy of temper, 


they can be inſtructed, not indeed to drveſt them= 


'® Relon. „ e 
+ Exercit in Cardanum. Scaliger adds, as a pleaſant anecdote, 
that this ſame Raven, having found a paper with written muſic, 
pricked with its bill as if it were reading and beating time, It ſeems 


more natural to ſuppoſe that the bird miſtook the notes for mo, 
on which it ſometimes feeds. | 


t Being early accuſtomed to ſpeak, it flew every morning to 


che roſtra, and ſaluted Tiberius, then the two Cæſars, Germanicus, 


and Druſus, and afterwards the Roman pou as ay Es 
by, Le. Pliny, lib. u. 98. 


& Geſner, p. 338. 


1} Witneſs the tame Raven mentioned by Schwenckkfeld, which 
having ſuffered itſelf to be carried too far by its wild companions, 
and not being able to regain its way, diſcovered afterwards on the 
high road the man who had been uſed to feed it, hovered ſome 


| time croaking above his head, as if to pay him homage, then 
alighted upon his hand, and never more left Aim. ain Si- 


. 331. 
| 4 ſelves 
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ſelves of their voracity, but to moderate it and 
direct it to the ſervice of man. Pliny ſpeaks of 
Craterus, an Aſiatic, who was noted for his 
{kill in breeding Ravens to hunt, and who could 
make himſelf be followed even by the wild Ra- 
vens . Scaliger relates, that king Louis (pro- 
bably Louis XII.) had one fo trained, and uſed it 
in the chace of partridges T. Albertus ſaw one 
| at Naples which caught partridges and pheaſants, 
and even other Ravens; but to hunt birds of its 
own ſpecies it required to be rouſed, and, as it 
were, forced by the preſence of the fälcener 7. 
Laſtly, It can ſometimes be taught, it would 
ſeem, to protect its maſter and aſſiſt him againſt 
| his enemies by its manceuvres : at leaſt if wg 

give credit to the ſtory which Aulus W ones 
of the Crow of „ | 


* Lib. x. 48. 
+ In Cardanum, exercit. 232. 
"2 Aldroyandus, p. 702. Alſo Dampier, vol. K. 


8A Gaul of high ſtature having challenged the 1900 a 
to ſingle combat, a Tribune named Valerius ſtepped forth and 
proved victorious by the aſſiſtance of a Raven which perpetually 
| haraſſed his antagoniſt, tearing his hands with its bill, and darting 
at his face and eyes. Valerius afterwards bore the name of the 
Raven Corvus 79. Nod. Attice, lib. ix. 11. 


[This ſtory is alſo related by Livy, lib. vii. 26, The Gauls 
were ſo much intimidated by the fall of their champion, that the 
Romans gained a complete victory. The Raven is ſaid to have 
perched on the head of Valerius, and was regarded as a token of 
victory ſent down from heaven: ſo that it muſt have been a wild | 
Raven. But the tory is evidently fabulous. Bug: x 
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The Rand has alſo great ſagacity at ſcenting 
out * carrion from a diſtance : Thucydides af- 
cribes to it the inſtinct of abſtaining from the 
carcaſſes of animals that have died of the 
plague f. It has been ſaid alſo, that a bird of this 

kind, wanting to drink out of a veſſel which was 

too narrow to admit it, had the ſhrewdneſs to drop 

into it ſmall ſtones, which by degrees raiſed the 

. water to the top T. This thirſt, if the fact be true 9, 
is a circumſtance which diſtinguiſhes the Raven 

from all the reſt of the birds of prey, eſpecially from 

thoſe which feed on live game, which are ſtimu- 

lated by hunger, and never deſire but to drink 

blood. Another difference is, that the Ravens 

are more ſocial than the other rapacious birds: 

but it is eaſy to account for this; ſince, as they 

eat every ſort of food, and have: more reſources 

than the reſt of the carnivorous kind, they can 

ſubſiſt in greater numbers on the hve extent, 

and have not therefore the ſame cauſes of ſepa- 

| ration. We may here obſerve, that though 
| tame Ravens feed on all ſorts of fleſh, and thoſe 
in the ſtate of liberty be generally ſuppoſed to 
commit greathavock among the moles and field- 


4 — DE 


*The Ravens are the only birds employed in the auſpices that 
ſcem conſcious of their own faculties; for when the gueſts of Media 
were ſlain, they all flew-out of Peloponneſus and the region of 
Attica. PLINY, lib. x. 12. from Ag&ISTOTLE, lib. ix. 31. 

The ſame quality 1 is alſo noticed 1 in the Fauna ane No. 69. | 

1 Lib. ii. Ty 104 

. Pliny, lib. x. lg) 2g 

3 It is alſo remarked by Gelar, | 


——— _—— 


mice *; Hebert, who has noticed them atten- 
tively. for a long courſe, of years, never ſaw 
them tear or mangle. dead carcaſſes, or even 
ſettle upon them: he is therefore of opinion, 
that they prefer inſects, and eſpecially earth- 


worms, to every other ſort of food. He adds, 
that earth is found in their excrements. 


The Ravens, the real mountain Ravens, are not 


birds of 1 and in this reſpect they differ, 
more or leſs, from the Crows with which they 


aſſociate. They ſeem particularly attached to the 


rock where they were bred, or rather where they 


have paired; it is their ordinary reſidence, which 
they never entirely abandon. If they deſcend 
into the plains, it is to procure their ſubſiſtence; 


and this more rarely happens in ſummer than in 


winter, becauſe they avoid the heat, which 


appears to be the only influence that difference 
of ſeaſons produces on them. They do not paſs 


* It is ſaid, that in the Iſle of France, a certain ſpecies of Raven 


is religiouſly kept, with a view to deſtroy the rats and mice. Voyage 


d'un Officitr du Roi, 1772. p. 122, It is ſaid that the iſlands of 
Bermudas having been ravaged five years in ſucceſſion by a pro- 
digious multitude of rats, which devoured the plants and trees, 


and croſſed, by ſwimming, from one ifland to another; theſe rats 


ſuddenly diſappeared, and no cauſe could be aſſigned, except that 
a great number of Ravens had, in the latter years, reſorted to the 
iſlands, which were never ſeen there either before or fince. But 
we have no proof that Ravens prey much upon rats: the inhabitants 
of the Iſle of France may, like others, entertain a prejudice ; and 
with reſpe& to the rats of the Bermuda iſlands, they may have 
been ſtarved to death; they may have devoured one another, as 


often happens; or they may have been drowned I in their A 
between the lands, 
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20 THE RAVEN. 
the night in the woods, like the Carrion Crows; 
they chooſe, in their mountains, a retreat ſhel- 
tered from the northern blaſt, under the natural 
alcoves ſecured by the receſſes and projeQions 
of the rocks. Thither they retire during the 


night, to the number of fifteen or twenty. 


They ſleep perched on the buſhes that grow 
between the rocks, and build their neſts in the 
crevices, or in the holes of walls, on the tops of 


old deſerted towers, and ſometimes on the high 


branches of large ſtraggling trees *. Each male 
attaches itſelf to a female, with which it remains 


united for the courſe of many years ; for theſe 
birds, which we view with diſguſt, can yet in- 


ſpire mutual and conſtant love, and, like the 


turtle, expreſs the gradual {well of panon. The 


male, if we believe ſome authors, begins always 


with a ſort of love- ſong 4, then careſſes and bills 
with his mate; and it has even been alleged, that 
they copulate by the bill d. The fact is, that 


* Linnzus ſays, that in Sweden the Raven neſtles chiefly upon 


the pines. Fauna Suecica, No. 69. And Friſch aſſerts, that in Ger- 


many they pitch moſtly upon great oaks ; 1 chat! is, chey prefer the 
loftieſt trees, whether pines or oaks. 


1 They are ſaid to maintain their conjugal engagements 
ſometimes forty years.” —ALprOvanDus.— Athenzus goes 
ſtill farther. „„ | 

1 Oppian, de Aucupio. 

5 Ariſtotle aſcribes this abſurdity to . ant is even 
at pains to refute it ſeriouſly ; for the female Ravens, he ſays, have 
a vulva and owaria, and that if the male ſemen entered by the 
mouth, it would be digeſted, and produce . De mn 
lib. ii. 6. 
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we fog: their courtſhips frequently in the day- 
time; but the conſummation is performed in ms 
filence and obſcurity of the moſt ſecret receſs * ; 
and hence, probably, the origin of the fable. 
Nor muſt we aſcribe this to any motives of 
decency; wild animals are conſcious of the 
danger of their ſituation, and are anxious to 
provide for their ſecurity. The White-Fohn, we 
have already ſeen, conceals itſelf while it drinks, 
becauſe, its head being plunged up to the eyes 
in the water, it is in danger of being ſurprized. } 
The Raven has the more need of caution, ſince 
he is languid in the act of coition, which pro- 
bably laſts a conſiderable time; he therefore 
ſeeks a ſeeret retreat, where, in undiſturbed ſe- 
curity, he may indulge his paſſion F. 
The female is diſtinguiſhed from the male, 
according to Barrere, by its plumage being of a 
lighter black, and her bill weaker ; and my own 
obſervations Hem to confirm this remark. She 
| lays, about the month of March , five or ſix 
eggs 5, pale and bluiſh green, marked with a 
great number of ſpots and ftreaks of a dirty co 


» Albertus ſays, that he once witneſſed the copulation of Ra- 
vens, and that it was performed as uſual with other birds. See 
Geſper, p. 337+ 

+ © The genus of the Raveus i is not  libidinous, bed | it is not 
very prolific.” ARISTOT LE, de Generatione, lib. iii. 6. | 

t Willoughby fays that the Ravens ſometimes lay earlier in 
England. 


9 Ariſtotle, Hip. Anim. lib. IX. 31, | 55 
. lour. 
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jour“. She fits about twenty days f, during 
which time the male provides her with food, 
and the ſupply 3 is large; for the peaſants ide 
times find in the Ravens neſts, or near them, 
conſiderable heaps of grain, nuts, and fruits. 
It has been ſuſpected, indeed, that this hoarding 
is intended not only for the females during in- 
cubation, but for the ſubſiſtence of both through 
the winter T. But whatever be their motives, 
certain it is, that the Ravens ſteal not only pro- 
viſions, but whatever tickles their fancy, par- 
ticularly bits of metal and glittering ſubſtances d. 
There was one at Erford, which had the aſſi- 
duity to carry, one by one, and conceal beneath 
a ſtone in a garden, a quantity of ſmall pieces, 
amounting to five or ſix florins ||. Every country 
furniſhes ſtories of ſuch domeſtic thefts. — 
When the young are hatched, they are far 
from being of the colour of their parents ; they 
are rather white than black, contrary to the 
ſwans, which are originally brown, though de- 
ſtined to wear a ſnowy plumage. At firſt the 
mother ſeems to treat her offspring with indif- 
ference, nor does ſhe feed them till they begin 
to be feathered: it has been alleged, that ſhe 
alters her conduct the moment ſhe is convinced 


* Willoughby. + Ariſtotle, Hiſt, * lib. vi. 9 
t Aldrovandus. 5 Friich. 2 
| Geſner, de Avibus, p. 338. 7 « Aldrovandus. ; 


N 3 ů FARO PEPE — A ERA Cates ADA a ate AP. EO. 


THE RAVEN. „ 


by their plumage that they are not ſpurious *. 
But for my part, I can ſee nothing in this that 
has not place in other animals, and even in 
man, ſome days after birth; a certain time is ne- 
ceſſary to reconcile them bo a new element and 
a new exiſtence. Nor is the young Raven then 
totally deſtitute of food ; for a part of the yolk 
is included in the e and flows inſenſibly 
into the inteſtines by a particular duct . Aer 
a few days, the mother feeds the young with 
the proper aliments, which previouſly undergo 
a preparation in her crop, and are then diſ- 
gorged into their bills, nearly as in the 
pigeons f. 1 | 
But the male not only provides for the fa- 
mily, but watches for its ſafety. If he perceive 
a kite, or other ſuch rapacious bird, approach 
the neſt, the danger animates his courage ; he 
takes wing, gains above his foe, and daſhing '_ 
downwards, he ſtrikes violently with his bill ; 
both contend for the aſcendency, and COR 
they mount entirely out of ſight, till, overcome 
with fatigue, one or both fall to the ground. 
Ariſtotle, and many others after him, pre- 
tend that, when the young are able to fly, the 
parents drive them out of the neſt; and if the 
tract where they are ſettled affords too ſcanty 
1 \ ſubſiſtence, they einten expel them from 


* 


bo Aeon, . + Willoughby. 
tam > & Friſch. | 
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their precincts *. If this fact were true, it 
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would ſhew that they are really birds of prey; 
but it does not agree with the obſervations which 


Hebert has made on the Ravens which inhabit 


the mountains of Bugey ; for they protract the 
education of their brood beyond the period 


when theſe are able to provide for themſelves. 


As it ſeldom happens that opportunity and ta- 
| Tents concur in making ſuch obſervations, I ſhall 
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relate them in his own words: 


„ The young Ravens are hatched very early 


* in the ſeaſon, and againſt the month of May 


„ 


are able to quit their neſt. A family of them 
was every year bred oppoſite to my windows 
upon the rocks which terminate the proſpect. 
The young, to the number of four or five, 
ſat on the large detached fragments about the 
middle of the precipice, where they were ea- 
ſily ſeen, and drew notice by their continual 
wailing. Every time that the parents 

brought them food, which happened fre- 
quently during the courſe of the day, they 
called with a cry, crau, crau, crau, very dif- 
ferent from their other noiſe. Sometimes one 
tried to fly, and, after a ſlight eſſay, it returned 
to ſettle upon the rock, Almoſt always ſome 
one was left behind, and its wailing then be- 
came inceſſant. Aſter the young had ſtrength 
ſufficient to fly, that is, fifteen days at leaſt 


0 Ariſtotle, Hit. Anim, bo. IX. 31. wid 10 
* alter. 


are very fond of cherries, and ſwallow them 
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« after their leaving the neſt, the parents con- 
« ducted them every morning to the field, and 
« in the evening led them back. It was com- 
« monly five or ſix in the afternoon when the 
« family returned, and they ſpent the reſt of 
« the day in noiſy brawling. This practice 
« Jaſted the whole ſummer, which would give 
© reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Ravens have not 
« two hatches annually.” 

Geſner fed young Ravens with raw fleſh, 
ſmall fiſhes, and bread ſoaked in water. They 


greedily, with the ſtones and ſtalks; they digeſt, 
however, only the pulpy part, and in two hours 
afterwards vomit up the reſt. It is alſo ſaid that 
they diſgorge the bones of thoſe animals which 
they eat entire, like the keſtril, the nocturnal 
birds of prey, the fiſhing birds, &c.* Pliny 
faysF, that the Raven is ſubje& every ſummer 
to a periodical diſtemper, which laſts ſixty days, 
whole principal ſymptom is exceſſive thirſt: but 
I ſuſpect that this is nothing but moulting, which 
1s more tedious 1n this bird than in many others 
of the rapacious tribe . 


No perſon, as far as J 1 has determined 
the age at which the young Ravens have ac- 
quired their full growth, and are able to pro- 
pagate. If in the birds, as in the quadrupeds, 
each period of life was eren to the total 


# Aldrovants | 4 Lib. xxix. 3. © 4 RTE 
. ſpace 
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ſpace of exiſtence, we might ſuppoſe that the 
Crows required many years to reach their adult 
ſtate ; for though the venerable age aſcribed by 


Heſiod “ muſt be conſiderably curtailed, it ſeems 


well aſcertained that this bird ſometimes lives a 


century or more. In many cities of France they 


have been known to attain to that diftant period; 


and in all countries and all ages, they have 


been reckoned as birds extremely long-lived. 


But the progreſs to maturity muſt be ſlow in this 

ſpecies compared to the duration of their life; 
for towards the end of the firſt ſummer, when 
all the family conſort together, it is difficult to 


diſtinguiſh the old from the young, and very 


probably they are 1 of breeding the ſe- 


cond year. 


Me have 807 remarked that the Crow! is 


not black at firſt. In the decline of life alſo, its 
plumage loſes the deep colour; and in extreme 


age, changes into yellow f. But at no time 
is this bird of a pure black, without the inter- 


mixture of other ſhades: Nature knows no ab- 


„ Heſiod aſſigns nine of our ages to the Crow, the quadruple 


to the ſtags, and this tripled to the Ravens.“ Pr.iny, lb. vii. 48. 


If we eſtimate a generation at thirty years, the age of the Crow _ 
would be 270 years; that of the ſlag, 1080 years 3 and that 


of the Raven, 3240 years. The only way to give 2 reaſonable 


ſenſe to the paſſage, is to underſtand the tas of Pliny, and the 


ver of Heſiod, to mean a year: and, on this ſuppoſition, the life 
of the Crow would be reckoned at nine years; that of the "ſtag, 
thirty-ſix ; and that of the Raven, 108, as proved * obſervation.” 

+ Ariſtotle, de Coloribus. 


3 e ſolute 
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ſolute uniformity. The black, which predomi- 
nates, is mingled with violet on the upper part 
of the body, with cinereous on the throat, and 
with green under the body and on the quills 
of the tail, and the largeſt feathers of the wings 
and the remoteſt of the back*. Only the feet, 
the nails, and the bill, are quite black; and this 
| colour of the bill ſeems to penetrate to the 
tongue, as that of the feathers appears to tinc- 
ture the fleſh. The tongue is cylindrical at its 
baſe, flattened and forked near the tip, and 
roughened with ſmall pointFon the edges. The 
organ of hearing is very complicated, and more 
ſo, perhaps, than in the other birds T. It muſt 
alſo be more ſenſible, if we credit Plutarch, who 
ſays, that he has ſeen Crows fall down ſtunned 
with the noiſy acclamations of a numerous mul- 
aun agitated by violent emotions . 


The cœſophagus dilates at its junction with 
the ventricle, and forms a kind of craw, which 
was not overlooked by Ariſtotle. 'The inner 
ſurface of the ventricle is furrowed with wrinkles; 
the gall-bladder is very large, and adheres to 

the inteſtines ||. Redi found worms in the ca- 
vity of the abdomen \ ; the length of the gut is 
nearly twice that 25 the bird itſelf, meaſuring 


* Briſſon. $8 | E Fa 
+ Acts of 88 ann. 1673. 

2 Life of T. Q. Flaminius. 

I Willoughby.—Ariſtotle, HE. N. un: lib. ii. 17. 
8 Collect. Acad. Etrang. tom. iv. p. 521. 


from 
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from the tip of the bill to the extremities of the 
nails; that is, a medium between the extent of 
the inteſtines of the true carnivorous birds and 
the true granivorous: in a word, it is exaQly 
ſuited for an animal which lives partly on fleſh, 
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1 and partly on fruits “. b 
The appetite of the Raven, which. is thus re- t 
i conciled to every ſort of aliment, proves often F 
if its deſtruction, from the eaſe with which bird- 
[ catchers can provide a bait. The powder of the | 
- nux vomica, which is mortal to ſo many qua- ; 
1 drupeds, is alſo a poiſon to the Raven; it is 1 
„ benumbed, and drops ſoon after eating the doſe; 
| but the moment of intoxication muſt be ſeized, 

\ | : for the torpor is often only tranſient, and the 

| Rane bird recovers ſtrength ſufficient to reach its na- 

* | tive rock, there to languiſh or expire . It is 

lf alſo caught by various ſorts of nets, ſnares, 

il and gins, and even by the bird-call, like the 
i üttle warblers; for it alſo entertains an anti- 
lf Pathy to owls, and cannot fee them without 
3 venting a cry 4. It is ſaid to wage war with the 
j kite, the vulture, and the ſea-pie || ; but this 


9 reſpectable obſerver 3 me, that he ſaw a Raven drop 
a nut more than twenty times from the height of twenty- four or 
thirty yards, and each time picked it up; but it could not ſucceed 
in breaking it; all this being done in a ploughed field. 
+ Geiner, p. 339. Journal Economique, Dec. 17 58. 
1 Traite de la Pipee. 


] Elan. Natur. Anim. lib. ii. 5 1.— Aldrovandus, tom. i. p. 70. 
Collect. Acad. Etran. tom. i. | 


1s 
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18 nothing but the natural averſion to all carni- 
vorous birds, which are enemies or rivals of 
each other. 


When the Ravens alight” upon the ground, 
they walk, but do not hop. Like the birds of 
prey, they have long vigorous wings, extending 
nearly three feet and a half; theſe conſiſt of 
twenty quills, of which the two or three firſt ® 
are ſhorter than the fourth, which is the longeſt 
of all; and the middle ones have a remarkable 


property, viz. that the ends of their ſhafts ſtretch 


beyond the vanes, and terminate in points. 


The tail contains twelve quills, which are about 


eight inches long, but ſomewhat unequal, the 
two middle ones being the longeſt, then thoſe 
next, ſo that the end of the tail appears ſome- 
what rounded on its horizontal plane f. This I 
ſhall afterwards call the tapered tail Þ. 


From the extent of its wings we may infer 


the elevation of its flight, In ſtorms and tem- 
_ peſts the Raven, it is ſaid, has been ſeen gliding 


through the air, conveying fire at its bill ||. 


This is only the luminous ſtar formed at the 


point of its bill, in its paſſage through the ele- 


vated regions of the atmoſphere, then lurcharged y 


*Briſſon and Linnzus * two; Willoughby, three. 1 
Add to this, that the Ravens have on almoſt their whole body 
a double ſort of feathers, ſo cloſely adhering to the ſkin, that wy 


cannot be plucked without the help of hot water. 


Queue etagee ; i. e. like the ſteps of a ſtair-caſe. 
. Scala Naturalis apud Aldrovandum, tom. i. p. 704. 


wah 
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with electricity. From ſome appearance of this 


kind, probably, the Eagle has been termed the 
miniſter of thunder; for there are few. fables 
but are founded upon truth. 


Since the Raven has a lofty fight, pony is ca- 


pable of enduring every temperature, the wide 
world is opened for its reception *. In fact, it 


is ſcattered from the polar circle | to the Cape 


of Good Hope Þ and t 


and its number is determined by the quantity of 


food which the various intermediate regions 


ſupply, and the convenience of the ſituations 
which they afford d. It ſometimes migrates 
from the coaſts of Barbary to the iſland of Te- 


neriffe. It is found in Mexico, St. Domingo, 


and Canada J, and undoubtedly in the other 
parts of the New Continent, and of the adjacent 
iſlands. When it is once ſettled in a country, 
and has become accuſtomed to its fituation, it 
ſeldom quits it to roam into another **. It 


grows even attached to the neſt which it has 


built, and uſes it for ſeveral years together. 


Its plumage is not the ſame in all countries. 
Beſide the changes which age introduces, the 


„ Aldrov. Ornith. 4 
,, cs, Flaccourt. 
$ Pliny ſays, from Theophraſtus, that Ravens were e ſtrangers 


in Aſia, Lib. x. 29. 


| Charlevoix. © | + 
9 e . je dnim: lib. ix. 23. 


colour 
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colour is alſo ſubject to vary from the influence 
of climate. It is ſometimes entirely white in 
Norway and Iceland, where numbers are alſo 
quite black . On the other hand, white Ravens 
are found in the heart of France and Germany, 
in neſts where ſome are likewiſe black. The 
Mexican Raven, called Cacaloil by Fernandez , 
is variegated with two colours. That of the 
Bay of Saldagne has a white collar || ; that "Mm 
Madagaſcar, named Coach, according to Flac- 
court, is white under the belly. The ſame mix- 
ture of black and white occurs in ſome indivi- 
duals of the European ſort, even in what Briſſon 
terms the White Raven of the North, which 
ought rather to have been called the Black and 
White Raven, ſince the upper part of its body is 
black and the under white, its head white and 
black, and alſo its bill, its feet, its tail, and its 
wings: theſe have twenty-one quills, and the 
tail has twelve; and what is remarkable, the 


* Horrebow 1 John of 4 ſaw in 1715. at , 
two white Ravens bred for the chace. Id. p. 58. 

+ Ephemerides d Allemagne. Dr. Wiſel adds, that in the year 
following, black Ravens were found in the ſame neſts, and that in 
another neſt, in the ſame wood, a black Raven and two white ones 
were found. Of the latter colour, they are ſometimes killed i in 
Italy. See GERINI Storia degli Uccelli, tom. ii. p. 33. 

1 Hit. Avium Nove Hiſpaniæ, cap. clxxiv. p. 48. This i is the 
Corona Varius of Briſſon, and the Red: Raven of Latham, _Gmelin 
alſo reckons 1t a variety. | 

Il Downton's Voyage, A oy 


{I This is the Woite Raven of Latham, a which Gmelin makes LY 
ſecond variety. 


quills, 


* YT ĩͤ 

quills, at an equal diſtance on either fide, which 
are commonly alike, are in this ſubje& marked 
with black and white, differently diſtributed. 
This circumſtance would induce me to ſuppoſe 
that this is only an accidental change produced 
on the natural colour, which is black, by the 
exceſſive rigour of the climate; and if this con- 
JeQure be well founded, it would follow, that 


this is improperly reckoned a permanent ſpe- 


cies, eſpecially as all other animals that inhabit 


the arctic regions are clothed with a thicker fur 
than thoſe of the lame kind which live! in milder 


climates. . 
Theſe variations in the plumage of a bird 


ſo generally and ſo deeply impreſſed with black 
as the Raven, is another proof that colour can 
afford no permanent or eſſential character. 


There is another kind of Raven which forms 


a variety in point of ſize. Thoſe of Mount 
Jura, for inſtance, appeared to Hebert, who 
had an opportunity of comparing them, to be 


larger than thoſe which inhabit the mountains 
of Bugey ; and Ariſtotle * informs us, that the 
Ravens and Hawks were ſmaller in Egypt than 


in Greece. [A] 


* Hip. Aale lib. vii. 38. 
[A] The ſpecific character of the Raven, 8 Linx. 


is, That it is black; its back of a black ſcy- colour; its tail ſome- 
what rounded.” To the very ample detail given in the text, 


we can add but few circumſtances. The Raven weighs three 


Pounds, and is twenty- ſix inches long. In the northern countries 
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of Finmark, Iceland, and Greenland, it frequents the huts of the 
natives, feeds upon the offals of ſeals, and alſo. de vours birds eggs, 
It whirls dextrouſly in the air, and changes its prey from bill to 
feet, for relief. It replies to the echo of its croak. The male fits 

by day, and the female by night. On the approach of ſtorms, it 

gathers under the ſhelter of crags. The Greenlanders eat its fleſh, - 

clothe themſelves with its ſkin, make bruſhes of its wings, and 

ſplit the quills for hſhing-lines, When a phyſician, among the 

American ſavages, viſits a patient, he invokes the Raven, as the 


ſign of returning health: the Eſquimaux, r deteſt and dread 
che whole genus, 


M 
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The INDIAN RAVEN of BONTIUS. 


Punt bird is found in the Molucca lands, 


£ * 4: 


FOREIGN BIRDS, 
RELATED TO THE RAVEN. 


— 


Buceros-Hydrocorax, Linn. and Gmel. 
Corus Indicus Bontii, Ray and Will. 
Corus Torguatus, Klein. | | 


The India Hornbill, Lath. 


and chiefly at Banda, Our knowledge of 


it is drawn from an imperfe& deſcription and 
a wretched figure; ſo that we can only con- 


jecture the European ſpecies to which it belongs. 
Bontius, the firſt and I believe the only one who 
has ſeen it, reckons it a Raven, in which he 
is followed by Ray, Willoughby, and ſome 


others; but Briſſon conceives it to be a Calao. 1 
would rather adhere to the former opinion; and 
my reaſons are briefly theſe : 


This bird, according to Bontius, reſemblesthe 


Raven in the ſhape of its bill and in its p:rt; 


though its neck is rather longer, and a ſlight pro- 
tuberance appears in the figure riſing on the bill. 

This is a certain proof that he knew no other 
bird to which he could ſo readily compare it, 
and yet he was acquainted with the Calao of 


0 India. 


India. He tells us indeed that it feeds upon 
nutmegs; and Willoughby conſiders this feature 
as different from the character of the Common 
Ravens; but we have already ſeen that theſe eat 
wild nuts, and are not ſo much carnivorous as ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed. 

On the other hand, neither the deſcription of 
Bontius nor his Ae diſcovers the leaſt trace 
of the indenting of the bill, which Briſſon re- 
gards as one of the characters of the Calaos; 
and the little bump which appears on the bill 
bears no reſemblance to the protuberance which 
diſtinguiſhes the Calao. Laſtly, the Calao has 

neither the ſpeckled temples, nor the black tail 
| quills which are mentioned in the deſcription of 

HBontius; and its bill is ſo ſingularly * . 5 

that an Ubferver could not, I ſhould ſuppoſe, have 
ſeen it, and not remarked its form, much cf 
have taken it for the bill of a Common Raven. 
The fleſh of the Indian Raven of Bontius 
has a pleaſant aromatic flavour, derived from the 
nutmegs, which conſtitute its principal food; and 
it is extremely probable that if our Raven had 
the ſame ſort of GO, it would loſe its rank 
ſmell .. 


It would require to have ſeen che W of 
the Deſert (graab el zabara), which Dr. Shaw . 


* Linnzan character of Bontius? Indian Raven: Its front 
bony, plain, and bare before, its belly yellow.” It is often 


_ tamed, and employed to catch rats . mice ; it fis thirty 17 
inches long. 


VVV mentions, 


38 FOREIGN BIRDS related 15 


mentions *, to be able to refer it with certainty 


to its analogous European ſpecies. All that the 


Doctor ſays is, that it is rather larger than our 


Raven, and that its bill and feet are red. This 


laſt character has determined Dr. Shaw to 


reckon it a large Chough ; that bird, as we have 


already ſeen, is indeed known in Africa; but 
how can we conceive a Chough to be greater than 
a Raven? I mention this to draw the attention 
of ſome intelligent traveller. 
I find in Kœmpfer two other birds mentioned 


by the name of Ravens, without a ſingle cha- 
racter to juſtify that appellation. The one is, 
according to him, of a middle ſize, but extreme- 
ly audacious; it was brought from China to 


Japan as a preſent to the emperor. The other, 
which was alſo given to the emperor of Japan, 
was a bird from Corea, exceedingly rare, and 
called Coreigaras; that is, the Raven of Corea. 
Koempfer adds, that the Ravens which are 
common in 8 are not found in Japan, no 
more than the parrots and fome ather birds of 
India. 

 [Nute. We ſhould lien de the Abel 
bird, which Tournefort calls the King of the-Ra- 


_vens, if it were really a Raven, or belonged to 


that family. But a glance of the miniature 
figure will convince us that it is more related to 
the peacocks and pheaſants, by its beautiful creſt, 


* Shaw gives it alſo the. names Crow Y" the dc fort, Re bes 


C. u, or Pyrr hocor as. 5 


is 


— 
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its rich plumage, its ſhort wing, and the ſhape 
of its bill, though it is ſomewhat longer, 
and though other ſlight differences occur 1n the 
form of its tail and of its feet. It is properly 

- termed on the figure Avis Perſica pavoni congener 
(Perſian bird akin to the peacock); I ſhould 
therefore have mentioned it among the foreign 
birds analogous to the peacocks and pheaſants, 
if I had been earlier acquainted with it.) 


Cornacchia, Cornacchio, Gracchia : in Spaniſh, Corneia © 
„ man, Krat, whence the Engliſh name. 


* 1 


me CARRION. CRO 


Le Le Corbine, ou Corneille Noire, Buff. | 
Conn: Corone, Linn. and Gmel. 


Cornix, agar > 5 Will. Klein, Brifl 4 be. 


T*. birds fond the er in the ex- 
tenſive foreſts, from which they occa- 


ſionally emerge to procure ſubſiſtence for them- 


ſelves and their infant brood. Their chief food 
in the ſpring is partridges eggs, of which they 


are very fond, and are ſo dexterous as to pierce 


them and carry them on the point of the bill to 
their young. The conſumption is prodigious ; 
and though they are not the moſt ſanguinary of 


the rapacious tribe, we may reckon them the 


moſt deſtructive. Fortunately, they are not 


numerous; we ſhould hardly find two dozen of 
pairs in a foreſt of five or {1x miles come in 


the environs of Paris. 
During winter they live with the Rooks 101 


Hooded Crows, and nearly in the ſame way. In 
this ſeaſons une r of all ſorts of 


In Greek, Kogwns which name was alſo bn to the prow of 


A a ſhip, from the reſemblance to the Crow's beak: in modern Greek, 


Kenia, Keewa, KH: in Chaldaic, Kurka : in Italian, Cornice, 
| in Ger- 


Crows 
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CARRION CROW. 1 


Crows aſſemble about our dwellings, keeping 
conſtantly on the ground, ſauntering among our 
flocks and ſhepherds, hovering near the tracks 
of our labourers, and ſometimes hopping upon 
the backs of hogs and ſheep, with ſuch famili- 
arity, that they might be taken for tame domeſ- 
tic birds. At night they retire into the foreſts 
to lodge on the large trees, which they ſeem 
to chooſe as the general rendezvous, whither 
they refort from every quarter, ſometimes 
from the diſtance of three miles all round, and 


whence they again ſally out in the morning in 
queſt of ſubſiſtenee. | 
But this mode of life, which i is common to the 
three ſpecies of Crows, is not equally ſuited to 
them all; for the Hooded Crows and the Car- 
rion Crows become exceſſively fat, while the 
Rooks continue always lean. But this is not 
the only difference that ſubſiſts; towards the 
end of winter, which is the ſeaſon of their 
amours, the Rooks remove into other climates, 
while the Carrion Crows, which diſappear at 
the ſame time in the plains, make only a partial 
Hitting, and retire into the next large foreſts, 
where they diffolve the general ſociety to form 
new connexions more endearing and more 
intimate. They form into pairs, and ſeem to 
divide their territory into diſtricts of about a 
quarter of a league in diameter, each of which 
maintains its ſeparate family“. It is ſaid that 


* This has perhaps given occaſion to ſay, that Ravens expel | 
their young from their diſtrict as ſoon as 5 theſe are able to fly. 


5 "7 this 
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this connexion ſubſiſts inviolate during the xeſt 
of their life ; and it is even alleged that if one 
of the couple happen to die the ſurvivor will 
never enter into another union. 

The female is diſtinguiſhed by her alot 
which is of inferior luſtre. She lays five or fix 
eggs, and ſits about three weeks, during which 
time the male ſupplies her with food. 

I had an opportunity of examining a neſt of 
a Crow which was brought to me in the be- 
ginning of July. It was found in an oak eight 
feet high, in a wood planted on a little hill, 
where were other oaks larger. The neſt weighed 
two or three pounds; it was formed on the 
outſide with ſmall branches and thorns. rudely 
interwoven, and plaiſtered with earth and horſe- 
dung ; the inſide was ſofter, and lined carefully 
with fibrous roots. I found! in it ſix young 
already hatched, all alive, though they had eaten 
nothing for twenty-four hours ; their eyes were 
not open*, and no plumage was to be ſeen on 
them except the point of the wing quills; their 
fleſh was a mixture of yellow and black; the 
tip of the bill and their nails yellow ; the W 36 
of the mouth a dirty white, and the reſt of the 
bill and feet reddiſh. 

When a buzzard or keftril approaches the neſt, i 
the parents unite to attack them, and dart with 
luch fury that they, often kill them, ſplitting the 
Kull with their bills. They alſo fight with the 


„ges Ariſtotle 4% Generatione, lib. iv. 6. e 
ſhrikes; 


CARRION CROW. 


ſhrikes ; but theſe, though ſmaller, are fo 
bold as often to prove victorious, drive them 
from the neſt, and plunder the young. 

The ancients aſſert, that the Crows as well as 
the Ravens are watchful of their young after 
the period of their flight“. This ſeems to be 
_ probable, and I ſhould ſuppoſe that they do not 
ſeparate from their parents the firſt year; for 
theſe birds readily affociate with ſtrangers, and 
is it not natural to ſuppoſe that the ſociety which 
is formed in the ſame family will continue to 
ſubſiſt till interrupted by the breeding ſeaſon? _ 

Like the Raven, the Crow can be taught to 
prattle; it is alſo omnivorous : inſects, worms, 
birds eggs, fiſh, grain, fruits, every thing, in 
ſhort, is ſuited to it. It breaks nuts by dropping 
them from a height; it viſits ſnares and gins, 
and ſhares the plunder. It even attacks ſmall 
game when exhauſted or wounded, which in 
ſome countries has made it be bred for fal- 
conry | ; but in its turn it becomes the prey of 
a more powerful enemy, ſuch ; as the kite, the 


eagle, owl, &c. 9 


i Ada, Hi 1p. les lib. vi. 6. 

+ Pliny, lib. x, 12. 

The nobility among the Turks keep ſparrow hawks, facres, 
_ falcons, &c. for the chaſe 3 others of inferior quality keep Grey 
and Black Crows, which they paint with different colours, carry 
upon their right hand, and call back by the ſound houb, houb, 


frequently repeated, Villamont, p. 677; and the Voyage to Bau- 
der by the Chevalier Belleville, p. 232 


5 *I myſelf ſaw a kite in the middle of winter - plucking a crow 
near the OI: ey Klein, Ordo Avium, p. 177. 


Its 
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Its weight is ten or twelve ounces ; it has 
twelve tail feathers, all equal, and twenty in each 
wing, of which the firſt is the ſhorteſt and the 
fourth the longeſt ; its wings ſpread three feet ; 

the aperture of the noſtrils is round, covered 
with a ſort of briſtles projecting forward 1 3 It has 
ſome black fpecks round the eyelids ; the outer 
toe of each foot is united to that of the middle 
at the firſt joint; the tongue is forked and 
ſlender ; the ventricle ſomewhat muſcular ; the 
inteſtines rolled into a great number of circum- 
volutions; the cæca half an inch long; the gall 

bladder large, and communicating with the in- 

teſtinal tube by a double duct “. Laſtly, the 
bottom of the feathers, that is, the part which 1 TY 
concealed, is of a deep aſh- colour. 

As this bird is exceedingly cunning, has an | 
acute ſcent, and flies commonly in large flocks, 
it is difficult to come near it, and hardly poſſible 
to decoy it into ſnares. Some, however, are 
caught by imitating the ſcreech of the owl, and 
placing lime twigs on the high branches; or 
it is drawn within gun-ſhot by means of an 
eagle owl, or ſuch other nocturnal bird, raiſed on 
perches in an open ſpot. They are deſtroyed by 
throwing to them garden beans, of which they 

are very fond, and in which ruſty needles have 
been concealed : but the moſt ſingular mode of 

catching them illuſtrates the naturs of the bird, 1 
which I "HAY for that reaſon relate. 5 


* Willughby, = 1 : 
A Car- 


A Carrion Crow is faſtened alive on its 
back firmly to the ground, by means of a 
brace on each ſide at the origin of the wings. 


and ſcreams; the reſt of its ſpecies flock to 
its cries from all quarters, with the intention, 
as it were, to afford relief. But the priſoner, 


graſping at every thing within reach to extricate 
himſelf from his ſituation, ſeizes with his bill 


near him, and thus delivers them a prey to the 
bird-catcher *. They are alſo caught with cones 


near the bottom, the paper, being beſmeared 
with birdlime, ſticks to the feathers of the neck, 
and he remains hooded, unable to get rid of 
this bandage, which covers his eyes entirely; he 


into the air, the better to avoid ſtriking againſt 
any thing, till quite exhauſted, he ſinks down 
always near the {pot from which he mounted. 


Crows be neither eaſy nor rapid, they mount to 


a very great height, where * ſupport them- 
ſelves long, and whirl much. 


| which have the lame inflinQs, 
* Geſner, | 


+ Schwenckfeld and' Salerne. Briffort adds, that they have 
alſo the bill, che feet, * the n White os 
I Friſch. 


| Friſch 


In this painful poſture the animal ſtruggles 


and claws, which are left at liberty, all that come 


of paper baited with raw fleſh ; as the Crow in- : : 
troduces his head to devour the bait, which is 


betakes to flight, riſes almoſt perpendicularly 
In general, though the flight of the Carrion 


This ſpecies has, like the Raven, varieties of 
white , and of white mixed with black J, but 
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Friſch ſays that he once ſaw a flock of ſwal- 
lows travelling with a troop of variegated Crows 
in the ſame direction. He adds, that theſe paſs 
the ſummer on the coaſts of the ocean, ſubſiſt- 
ing on what the waves caſt aſhore ; that in au- 
tumn they migrate to the ſouth, never in large 
bodies, but in ſmall diviſions at certain intervals 
from each other ; in which circumſtance they 
reſemble the Black Common Crows, of which 
they ſeem to be only a permanent variety, _ 

It is very probable that the Crows of the Mal 
divas, mentioned by Francis Pyrard, are of the 
ſame kind; ſince that traveller, who ſaw them 
very diſtinetiy, remarks no difference. They 
ſeem however to be more familiar and bolder 
than ours; for they entered houſes to pick up 
whatever ſuited them, and often the preſence of 
a man did not diſcompoſe them. Another tra- 
veller ſays, that theſe Indian Crows, when 
they can pet into a chamber, delight in 
doing all the miſchievous tricks that are aſcribed 
to monkeys ; derange the furniture, and tear it 

with their bills, overturn lamps, ink-ſtands, 
&c. * 1 50 1 

Laſtly, according to Dampier, there are in 
New Holland and New Guinea F many Carrion 
Crows which reſemble ours. There are alſo 
ſome 1 in New Britain; but it would ſeem, Hee 


Voyage Fi Orient, du Pere Philippe de la Trinite, P- 379. 
+ According to this navigator the New Guinea Crows differ 
from ours only by the colour of their feathers, of which all that 
en is black, but the ground white. 


though 
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though there are many in France, England, and 
part of Germany *; they are ſcarce in the north 
of Europe. Klein mentions that they are rare 


in Pruſſia. They muſt be very uncommon in 


Sweden, ſince not even the name occurs in the 
_ enumeration which Linnæus has given of the 


birds of that country. Father Tertre aſſures us 


alſo that they are not to be found at all in the 


Antilles; though, according to another traveller, 


they are very common in Louiſiana, [A] 


Mt Page du Pratz, Their fleſh is more palatable, he ſays, 
than in France, becauſe they do not feed upon filth, wing 


| hindered by the carancres, a kind of American vultures. 


[A] Specific character of the Carrion Crow, Corus G 
LIN N. “All of a ſæy· black, its tail rounded, its tail-quills ſharp.” 


Its length 1 is eighteen inches, its breadth twenty-fix. It is more 


Frequent 1 in England than in any other part ay Europe. 
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Le Freux, ou La Frayonne, Buff. 

Corvus F rugilegus, Linn. and Gmel. 

Cornix Frugilega, Briſſ. and Klein. 

Cornix Nigra Frugilega, Ray. Will. and Friſch. 


His bird is of an intermediate ſize be- 
tween the Raven and the Carrion Crow, 
and it has a deeper cry than them. What diſ- 
tinguiſhes it the moſt, is a naked white ſkin, 
ſcaly and ſometimes ſcabby, that encircles the 
baſe of the bill, inſtead of thoſe black. projecting 
feathers, which in the other ſpecies of Crows 
extend as far as the aperture of the noſtrils. 
Its belly is not ſo thick or ſtrong, and ſeems, as 
it were, raſped. "Theſe differences, apparently ſo 
ſuperficial, imply more radical diſtinftions. 
The peculiarities of the Rook reſult from its 
mode of life. It feeds upon grain, roots, and 
worms; and as in ſearch of its proper ſubſiſtence, 
it ſcratches deep in the ground with its bill, 
which in time becomes rough, the feathers 
at the baſe are worn off by the continual rub- 


In Greek, Erwyuonyo;, or ſeed-gatherer; which is alſo the 
meaning of the Latin name, Frugilega : in German, Reeck ; whence 
the Engliſh name and the Swediſh Rota: in Dutch, Koere-Kraey : 
in Poul , Ganvron. © | | | of; 


bing. 


T1 X N63 DE. 


bing *. However, the ſtraggling feathers are 
perceived there; a ſufficient proof that the bird 
is not naturally bald. 

The appetite of the Rook is confined to grain, _ 
worms, and inſeQs ; it never prowls in the ken- 
pel, nor eats any ſort of fleſh : it has alſo the 
muſcular ventricle and the broad inteſtines or | 
the granivorous tribe. | 

| Theſe birds fly in numerous "Or which 
are ſometimes ſo immenſe as to darken the air. 
We may conceive 'what havock theſe hordes 
of reapers will commit on newly-ſown fields, 
or on crops nearly ripe. Accordingly, in ſome 
countries government has interfered 7. The 
Britiſh Zoology vindicates them from the aſper- 
ſion, aſſerting that they do more good than 
harm, by deſtroying the caterpillars that gnaw 
the roots of the ewe! plants, and blaſt the honeſt 


C Daubenton the younger, keaner and demonſtrator of hs 
cabinet of natural hiſtory, made an obſervation lately in a jaunt 
to the country, which relates to the preſent ſubje&t. This natura- 

liſt, to whom ornithology already owes ſo much, ſaw at a 
diſtance, in a field entirely uncultivated, fix Crows of which he 
could not diſtinguiſh the ſpecies, which ſeemed very buſy 
lifting and turning over the ſtones that were ſcattered here 
and there, to get the worms and inſets lodged under them. 
They went ſo briſkly to work, that they made the ſmaller ſtones 
ſpring two or three feet. If this ſingular exerciſe, which no per- 
| ſon before has attributed to the Crows, be familiar to the Rooks, 
it will afford another reaſon for the wearing and dropping of the 
feathers that encircle the baſe of their bill. In that caſe the name 
turnſtone, now * to a a fingle ſpecies of bird, might become 


ns generic. 


Aldrovandus. . 
i | Gbours 
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labours of the huſbandman. It would requive a 
calculation to decide the point. 

But not only the Rooks fly in flocks, they 
alſo neſtle in company, as it were, with thoſe of 
their own ſpecies; and their ſociety is very clamo- 
rous, eſpecially when they have young. Ten or 
twelve neſts are ſometimes fg1nd on the ſame 
tree, and a great number of trees thus furniſhed 
occur in the ſame foreſt, or rather in the ſame 
diſtrict “. They ſeek not retirement and ſoli- 
tude, but rather prefer ſettling near our dwell- 
ings. Schwenckfeld obſerves, that they commonly 


prefer the large trees planted round cemeteries; 


becauſe perhaps theſe are frequented ſpots, or 
afford worms in greater plenty; for we cannot 
ſappoſe that they are attracted by the ſcent of 
the dead bodies, ſince we have already ſaid that 
they will not touch fleſh, Friſch aſſerts, that if, 
in the breeding ſeaſon, a perſon goes under the 
tree on which they are thus ſettled, he will in- 
ſtantly be deluged with their excrements. _ 
One circumſtance will appear ſingular, though 
very like to what happens every day among 
animals of a different ſpecies. When a pair are 
employed in conſtructing their neſt, one muſt 
be left to guard it, while the other is procuring 
the ſuitable ater; ; Without this precaution, 


it is alleged, the neſt would in an inſtant be 


"0 completely pillaged by the other Rooks which 


2 Friſch, 
ig — 


e - & 


are ſettled on the fame tree, each carrying off a 

ſprig to its own dwelling. 

dS Theſe birds begin to build their neſt in the 
month of March, at leaſt in England“. They 


female fit by turns. When the young are 
hatched, and able to eat, they diſgorge their 
food, which they keep in reſerve in their craw, 


tion of the œſophagus F. 


hatch is over, they leave the trees where they 


rebuild their neſts in October J. This would 


birds of paſſage, if we except a few; the only 
difference is, that in France they announce the 


of the ſummer 8 


„ Brick Zoclagy + Willoughby. 
It is ſaid that the herons take advantage of their abſence to 
lay and hatch in their neſts. ALDROvanDuUs. 


See Schwenckfeld; p. 243. At Baume-la- Roche, which i is a 
village of Burgundy, a few leagues from Dijon, ſurrounded with 


man at Dijon, I ſaw repeatedly | in ſummer a flock of Rooks 
VOL. III. | * | which 


lay four or five eggs, ſmaller than thoſe of the 
Raven, but marked with broader ſpots, eſpecially 
| at the large end. It is faid that the male and 


or rather in a ſort of bag formed by the dilata- 
I find in the Britiſh Wenger that after their 


neſtled ; and that they return not again till the 
month of Auguſt, and only begin to repair or 


ſhew that they continue almoſt the whole year 


in England; but in France, in Sileſia, and in 
many other countries, they are undoubtedly 


winter, while in Sileſia they are the forerunners 


The 


mountains and craggy rocks, and where the air is ſenſibly colder 
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The Rook is an inhabitant of Europe accord- 
ing to Linnzus; but it would appear that there 
are ſome exceptions, ſince Aldrovandus is of opi- 
nion that there are none in Italy. 

It is ſaid that the young ones are good eating, 
and that even the old ones are tolerable food 
when fat, but this is very rare. Country peo- 
ple have leſs averſion to their fleſh, knowing that 
they ſubſiſt not on carcaſes, like the Ravens and 
the Carrion Crows. [A] 


P ˙ Ä <a, <9 9 ot 7 
+ —— - —_ — 


v 129 ge" oc 
— — — 


— > 833 >» "—_ - - W - 
— oF - — — = 
0 th E 2 
— — — — — — — — — 5 
— DDr — — et tea] 4 8 
= = 7 . rr = po_ 7 7 2 * 
— — — — — — — — — 7 - — 
— SN . —— —— — 5 = — - — 8 
Ms : nd : . 8 * q © - - - 
1 6 n : =. - — 282 — - OS nr = = N 2 — — . 
— — 2 het us >» 7 —— — Dey —ů— — A nn” us — — l = 5 
— — 8 8 * = 8 * 6a - 2 _— — 4 —— — 3 
. J ; 4 . * — 4 — 
— 2 =_ 2. . C . 4 2 s 3 —— — - _ 7 == a <a 6 - 
: — — ” * _ 
* 


— — . 


— 2 — 


| | | which had lodged and nefited above a century, I am aſſured, in the 
ji | 9 5 holes of rocks facing the fouth weſt, and where it would be very 
a difficult to get at their neſts, and not without being let down by 
Ml | cords. Theſe Rooks were ſo familiar that they ventured to ſteal 
| 


the reapers* luncheons : they diſappeared about the end of ſummer 
a. couple of months only, after which they returned to their uſual 
5 haunt. For theſe two or three years paſt they have not been ſeen, 
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1 and their place was immediately occupied by the hooded Crows. 
| ll [A] Specific character of the Rook, Corvus Frugilegns, Lipn. 
j . „ Black, its front aſh- coloured, its tail ſomewhat rounded.” 


The Rooks are remarked to fly chiefly in the morning and the 
evening. The eruce of the dor-beetle ( Scarabæut melolantha, 


Linn.) are what they ſearch for in the ground. They advance 
no nearer the pete than ns ſouth of Sweden. 


t 


— 


5 * * > 
er 4 * 


2 


—_— 
- 


. 


— þ wt PEI ˙ wmwꝛ1 PIN ES ADS 


* 


5 WO G V N 

e V 

: W N 

- 3$# tee ” 
| f ill 
| 0 00 
| Aae 
1 1 


THE ROYS TON CROW, 


[} 
| 
I MH ///, Ms 
Me | WP 
[1141 | HASH { ' 
: I ' | BITE Ri | | | 
* * {1 Un ii 1 — 14 
i ! 11} tl114 I [1 [1111 inn = 3 
: 116? . 1 TORRE [411 | | 1 —̃ — > 
4 innen inn gh = === | 
| att! | (110 | [| {| 1 i 1 —— D 
* | | l ih iin 144 || 1 11 I] * 3 
N | enn WAL 1 + _ 
T | {| menen Fane & * zl 
| | eee 1 | K 
(| l [14410 | (11 [1141 
| | [ | ll i 11 
q | 


_—_ a —_— — — — —— — — —ñ—— — — — 
—. ä —— . — ̃ ͤ ͤꝗG— — — — — — 


det” ber Arne —— Deng, Aves 


| „ 


The. HOODED- CROW OY 
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1 Corneill Mamelie, Buff. | 
Corvus Cornix, T lad, and Gmel.. 
Cornix Cinerea, Brig: ©. „ 
Corniæ Cintrea Fragilega, Geſn. and Ala - 

The Reyfon Creau, Ray. and Will. * 


Tu bird | 18 „ diſtinguiched 1 8 1 
Carrion- Crow and the Rook by the co- 


lours of its plumage. Its head, tail, and wings | 
are of a fine black, with bluiſh rellections; it is 


marked with a ſort of ſcapulary of; a greyiſh. 


white, which extends both ways, from the 


ſhoulders to the extremity of the body. On 


account of this appearance, it has: been called 1 
by the Italians, Monacchia,, or; Nun, and Mantled 


Crow by the F rench TY? ä 


n 


4 


It aſſociates in numerous ale, A. 5 54 5 


Rook, and perhaps is: Rl mo e familiar with 


man, preferring, eſpecially... in Vinten. the vi- 


* This ſpecies ſeems to have been ute to be — 


Greeks and Romans. The moderns 8 al the Latin ap- 


pellations, Cornix-Cinerea, Varia, Hybernay 


Semi-cinereus : in Italian, Mulatchia"or Neat bias in Swediſh, 
Kracka : in Poliſh, Vrona: in German, Holxkrae, Schilitrar, 
Nabelkrae, Bundithrae, Panterkrat „ inierſtrae, Afchrae, Graut- 
krae (i. e. Woed- Crow, Shield- Crow, Navel- Crow, Pied- Vee 
Punctured-Crow, Winter- Crow, Afh- Crow, Grey- Oro. | 

+ The name Hooded. Croro i is common in Scotland. SIB BALD. 
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cinity of our farms and hamlets, and picking up 
its food in the kennels and dunghills, &c. 


Like the Rook allo, the Hooded-Crows change 
their. abode twice a- year, and may perhaps be 
conſidered as birds of paſſage; for we annually 
perceive immenſe flocks arrive near the middle 
of autumn, and depart about the beginning of 
ſpring, ſhaping their courſe towards the north; 
but we are uncertain where they ſtop. Moſt 
authors afſert, that they paſs the ſummer on the 
loſty mountains * and build their neſts in the 
pines or firs ; it muſt therefore be on mountains 
uninhabited an] little known, as in thoſe of the 
Shetland iſles, where they are actually ſaid to 
breed . In Sweden alfo r, they neſtle in the 
woods, eſpecially among the alders, and lay 

commonly four eggs; but they never ſettle in the 
mountains of Switzerland, of Italy d, &c. 


Though, according to moſt naturaliſts, it 
lives on every ſort of tood, worms, inſects, fiſh |, 


* Aldrovandus, Schwenckfeld, and Belon. 
4 Britiſh Zoology. The authors of that work add, that it is 
| the only ſpecies of Crow found in thoſe iſlands. . | 
t Fauna Sueciaa. ee, 1 
| Friſch ſays, that they are expert at. picking fiſh. 8 and 
chat when water is Jet out from pools, they quickly perceive the 
| fiſh that are left in the pool, and loſe no time in catching them. 
It is eaſy, therefore, to perceive that the Hooded-Crows may 
often frequent the ſides of water; but this was no denen reaſon 
for terming them e or marine Crows. 


and 
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and even putrid fleſh, and, above all; on the 
products of milk *; ad though theſe facts 
would rank it among the  omnivorous tribe, 
yet as ſeeds of various kinds, mixed with ſmall 
ſtones, are found in its ſtomach , we may 
infer, that they are the neareſt allied to 
the granivorous ſpecies; and this is another 
trait in their character common to the Rock. 
In other reſpects, they reſemble much the Car- 
rion-Crow; they have nearly the ſame ſize, the 
ſame port, the ſame. cry, and the ſame flight; 
the ſtructure of their tail; wings, bill, and feet. * 
the diſpoſition of their internal parts, are ex- 
actly the ſame 4; and if any difference can be 


perceived, they incline to the nature of the 


Rook. They often aſſociate together, and neſtle 
on the trees; both lay four or five eggs, eat 
thoſe of ſmall birds, and ' ſometimes devour the 
helpleſs animals themſelves. | 


* Aldrovandus. + Gefner and Ray. f Willoughby. 

& Friſch remarks, that they place their neſt ſometimes on the 
tops of trees, and ſometimes on the lower branches; which would 
imply, that they ſometimes breed in Germany. I have lately aſ- 
certained that they neſtle ſometimes in France, and particularly 
in Burgundy. A flight of theſe Crows has reſided conſtantly, for 
| two or three years paſt, at Baume-la- Roche, in certain holes of 


rocks, poſſeſſed above a century by Rooks, One year, theſe Rooks | 


not having returned, a flock of fifteen or twenty Hooded- Crows 

immediately occupied their ſcite, have ſince had two hatches, and 

are at preſent (26th May 1773) engaged with a third. This is 
another ee feature of the two ſpecies, 


1 3 Analogies 
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Analogies ſo firikiog to the Carrion- Crow 
my the Rook, would lead us to ſuſpect that the 
Hooded-Crow is only the hybridous offspring 
of theſe two ſpecies. If it were only a variety 
of the Carrion-Crow, why does it fly in flocks, 
and ſhift its abode twice a-year * ? or, if it were 
merely a variety of the Rook, whence thoſe 
numerous relations which it bears to the Carrion- 
Crow? But this double reſemblance will be 
eaſily explained, if we admit it td be a croſs- 
breed, participating of the qualities of both. 
This opinion would appear plauſible to philo- 

ſophers who are accuſtomed to trace phyſical WW 
analogies ; but it derives additional probability 
from the eonfiderition that the Hooded-Crow 
is a new family, TY unknown to the an- 
eients. i" 
PFriſch ſays, that the Hooded- Crow 15 two 
cries; the one hollow and well- known, the 
bother ſhrill and ſomewhat reſembling the crow- 

ing of a Cock. He adds, that it is ardently at- 
tached to its young, and that if the tree on 
which its neſt is built be cut down, it will fall 
with it, rather than abandon its offspring f. 
* „ The Raven and Crow are always ſeen, and EN migrate 
or abſcond.” ARISTOTIE Hi. Anim. lib. ix. 23. 

+ A ſimilar ſtory is told by White, in his “ Natural Hiſtory and 
Antiquities of Selborne.” A pair of Ravens had, for a courſe 
of years, been accuſtomed to breed in an ancient oak: the tree was 


cut down in the month of February, when the birds were fitting, 
and the dam was cruſhed by the fal. 


7 Lin- 


HOODED. RO w. 5s 


Linnæus ſeems to apply to this bird what is 


ſaid in the Britiſh Zoology with reſpect to the 
Rook, that it is uſeful in deſtroying deſtructive 
inſects. But do they not themſelves deſtroy more 
grain than the inſects which they extirpate ? 
In many parts of Germany a price is ſet on their 
head *. | 


They are caught in the ſame ſnares as are the 


other Crows. They are found in all the coun- 
tries of Europe, but at different times. Their 
fleſh has a ſtrong ſmell, and is little uſed, except 
by the lower ſort of people. 


I know not for what reaſon Klein ranged the 
Hoexototutl, or the Willow-Bird of Fernandez, 
among the Crows, unleſs on the aſſertion of 
Seba, who, deſcribing this bird as the ſame 
with that mentioned by Fernandez, makes it as 
large as an ordinary Pigeon, while Fernandez, 


in the very place quoted by Seba, ſays that the 


Hoexotototl is a ſmall bird of the ſize of a ſpar- 
row, having the ſong of- the goldfinch, and 
being good eating f. This is not much like a 


Crow, and ſuch miſtakes, which are ſo pregnant 
in Seba's work, muſt only throw confuſion into 


the nomenclature of natural hiſtory. [A]. 
* Friſch, = 


+ The Crows maſt be widely ſcattered, fince they appaar in 


the beautiful ſeries of birds which Sonnerat has brought from In- 


dia, the Molucca iſlands, and the land of the Papoux. The indivi- | 


dual mentioned in the text came from the Philippines. 
[A] Specific character of the Hooded- Crow, (Corvus. Cornix, 


Linn.): “ Aſh- coloured, its head, throat, wings, and tail black. 
3 It 
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It weighs twenty-two ounces; its length twenty-two inches, its 
alar extent twenty-three. It is a bird of paſſage in Great Britain, 
appearing in the beginning of winter, and returning with the 
Woodcocks. It is found as far north as the Feroe iſlands and Lap. 
mark, where it continues the whole year, but chiefly on the ſea, 
coaſt, ſubſiſting on ſhell-fiſh. Its toes are very broad and hag 
which enables it to walk on marſhy grounds.“ M 


FOREIGN BIRDS, 
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE CROWS. 


5 
The SENEGAL CROW. 


8 „ Dazrics, Gmel. and Pallas. 


The White-breafted Crow, Lath. and Kolben ; 


T® judge of this from its ſhape and colours, 
which is all that we know of it, we ſhould 
| ſuppoſe it moſt analogous to the Hooded-Crow, 

and differing only becauſe its white ſcapulary 
is not ſo much extended. Some diſtinctions 
are alſo perceived in the length of its wings, the 
ſhape of its bill, and the colour of its feet. It is 
a new ſpecies, and little known “. 


* This bird is deſcribed in Pallas's Travels, and Gmelin thus 
ſtates its ſpecific character: It is black, its nape whitiſh, its 
neck and breaſt white. It is of the ſize of the Jackdaw, being 
twelve inches long. It arrives in-numerous flocks early in the 
ſpring, in the neighbourhood of Lake Baikal, from China and 

the ſouthern parts or the "ET Empire. | 
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1 
3 . JAMAICA. CROW, 
j Corus e Gmel. 


| | Cornix Famaicenſis, Brill. ; | 
| _ The kane Da or Cacao-Walk, Ray, Sloane, and 10 


I!mis foreign Crow ſeems to be modelled 6 
| ours, only its tail and feet are ſmaller ; its plu- 
| mage is black, like that of the Carrion-Crow. 
| In its ſtomach are found red herties, grain, and 
1 catterpillars; ; which ſhews that its ordinary food 
5 is the ſame with that of our Rook and our 
N Hooded-Crow. Its ventricle is muſcular, and 
| lined in the inſide with a very ftrong coat. 
1 This bird abounds. in the ſouthern part of the 
iſland, and never leaves the mountains, in which 
reſpect it reſembles our Raven. 
Klein characteriſes this ſpecies by the laridibeth 
| of its noſtrils ; but Dr. Sloane, whom he quotes, 
ſays only, that they are moderately large. 
It is obvious that it belongs to the Crows; but 
it would be difficult to refer it to any one ſpe- 
cies, ſince it unites the qualities proper to each, 
and differs from them all by its continual chat- : 
tering. [4] q- 
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[A] Specific character: "Ba Totally black; 1 it is eighteen 
inches bogs 
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The JACKDAWS. 


"th "I Buff. 
Corvus-Monedula, Linn. and Gmel, 

+ Gernix\ Garrula, Klein. 
Graculus, ſen Monedula, "aber, | | 
Monedula, ſeu Lupus, Aldrov. Ray, and Briſſ. 
T, he ”_ * 


both. As there are ties 
black (the Carrion- Cr ), th 
Hooded-Crow), and the bald (the Re: 

are three correſponding. ones among the 
daws: a black one (cke L properly ſo called); ; 
a cinexcous{the Glu ugh) a1 
difference is, hit" 


Jackdaws are ſmaller than thi 
at leaſt chat of thu 


; ”w 3 * 2 r WE + 
Po l 23 4." * 
444. 8 7 1 KY 


* In ji Auxoc, Kidney "Ne * Latin, 1 Ga- | 


8 cus; Graccults,, Abe dala, (which Scaliger d derives from moneta, a 
coin, on account of this bird's di 


Aelcke, Kaeyke, Gacke : in Swiſs, Graake: in Dutch, Kaw: in 


Flemiſh, Gaęy, Hannekin : in Spain, Kaja : in Turkiſh, 


Tchauka, | 
only 
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5 birds at to the Crowe; ; 
to inſtitute a compariſon between them 
would therefore throw light on the hiſtory of 
e if ecies of Crows, the 
e gincreous (the 
ok); ſo there 
Jack- 


id a bald. The only 
mat he laſt i of America, and 
has little black in its plumage. In general the 
e Crows; their cry, 
fe bo European ſpecies, the ; 


{poſition to pilfer): in Spaniſn, 
Graio, Graia: in Italian, Ciagula, Tattula, Pila: in German, 
Tul or Dubl, Thale or Dable, Thaleche or Dablite: in Saxon, 


KSL; 
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only kinds known to us, is ſhriller, and has 
influence in the forming of their names ; ſuch 
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even fleſh, though very rarely ; but they will 


caſt aſhore by the ſea . In this circumſtance 
they reſemble more the Rook, and even the 


Ing and hunting for partridge eggs, of which 
they deſtroy great numbers. 


large tree, in a belfry, or in the ruins of an old 


the ſenſibility of the animal frame, they eagerly 
court each other's ſociety, and prattle inceſſantly; 


holes of trees to the branches. 
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as Choucas, Graccus, Kaw, Kae, &c. But it 
appears that they have more than one inflexion 
of voice; for I am aſſured that they ſometimes 
call out tian, tian, tian. 

They live upon inſects, grain, fruits, and 


not touch filth, nor do they haunt the coaſts to 
pick up the dead fiſh and other carcaſes that are 


Hooded-Crow, than the Carrion- Crow; but 
they approach the latter by the habit of ſearch- 


They fly in large flocks, like the aber : [like 
theſe, too, they form a ſort of cantonments, which 
are even more numerous, conſiſting of a mul- 
titude of neſts crouded upon one another, in a 


deſerted caſtle T. The male and female, when 
once paired, remain a long time ſteadily united. 
When the genial ſeaſon returns, which awakens 


they toy and kiſs, till they are worked up to 4 


0 Aldrovandus. 1 . | 
+ Belon, Aldrovandus, and Willoughby. They prefer the 


fury 
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fury which can no longer be ſatisfied wth the 
calmer Joys : nor do they omit theſe prelimi- 
naries when reduced to the ſtate of captivity *. 
After fecundation, the female lays five or ſix 
eggs, marked with a few brown ſpots on a2 
greeniſh ground; and, after the young are 
| hatched, ſhe watches, feeds, and rears them 
with an affection which the male is eager 
to ſhare. In this reſpect the Jackdaw reſembles 
the Crows, eſpecially the common ſort: but 
Charleton and Schwenckfeld aſſert that it has 
two hatches in the year ; which has never been 
affirmed of any of the Crows, though it well 
correſponds to the order of nature, the ſmall 
ſpecies being always the moſt prolific. 
The Jackdaws are birds of paſſage, though 
they are not ſo well entitled to that appellation | 
as the Rooks and Hooded-Crows, ſince a num- 
ber of them continue in the country through 
the ſummer. The towers of Vincennes are at 
every ſeaſon. ſtocked with them, and ſo are all 


and ſhelter ; but in France there are always 
fewer in ſummer than in winter. Thoſe which 
migrate, form themſelves into great bodies, like 
the Rooks and the Hooded-Crows ; ſometimes 

they join the ſame army, and continually chatter 
as they fly: yet they keep not the ſame periods 
in France as in Germany ; ; for they leave Ger- 


0 Ariſtotle, de Generatione, lib. Ut. 6. 
many 


old buildings which afford the ſame convenience | 
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many in autumn with their young, and appear 


not again till the ſpring, after having wintered 
with us; and Friſch was right in maintaining 
that they do not hatch during their abſence, 
ſince neither the Tag's nor other birds breed 


in winter. 


With reſpect to their internal ust 1 


ſhall only obſerve that they have a muſcular 


ventricle, and near its ſuperior orifice a dilatation 
of the ceſophagus, which ſerves in place of a 
crop, as in the Crows, but that the gall-bladder 
is more elongated. 

They can be eaſily tamed and taught to ſpeak. 
They ſeem fond of the domeſtic ſtate; but they 
are faithleſs ſervants, concealing the food which 


they cannot conſume, and ſecreting bits of 
money and jewels. 


To complete the hiſtory of the Jackdaws, we 


have only to compare together the two kinds 
which are natives of Europe, and afterwards 
ſubjoin, as uſual, the foreign A and 
varieties. 

Tux COMMON JackDaw * is of the ſize of 
a pigeon ; its iris is whitiſh, it has ſome white 


ſtreaks under its throat, ſome dots of the ſame 


colour round its noſtrils, and ſome of an aſh 
colour on the hind part of the head and neck ; 
the relt is entirely black, which is deeper, how- | 


* C houcas „Buff. 


ever, 
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ever, on the upper parts, and gloſſed eme 
with violet, ſometimes with green. 

Tuk Choudn “ differs from the preceding. 
in being rather ſmaller, and perhaps leſs com- 
mon; its iris is bluiſh, as in the Rooks; the 


prevailing colour of its plumage is black, with- 
out any cinereous mixture, and ſmall white 


points are obſerved round its eyes. But in every 
other reſpe& they are exactly alike, and there 
is no reaſon to doubt that they belong to the 


1 ſame ſpecies, and would breed together. 


We need not be ſurpriſed that birds ſo nearly 
related to the Crows, ſhould preſent the ſame 
varieties. Aldrovandus faw in Italy a Jackdaw 
with a white collar ; this is probably the ſame 


with what is found in many parts of Switzer- 
land, and which for this reaſon the On 
call the Helvetian Daw f. 


Schwenckfeld had occaſion to ſee a whiteDaw, 


1 with a yellowiſh bill. Theſe white Daws are 


more common in Norway and the cold countries; 
in the temperate climates even, as in Poland, a 
ſmall white Daw is ſometimes found in the neſt 


of the black Daws or Choughs : in this caſe the 
colour of the plumage does not depend on the 


* Chouc, Bury. This is the Monedula Nigra of Briſſon, which 


Linnzus makes to be a variety of the Common Jackdaw, Corvus 
Monedula. 


+ The Monedula-Torquata of Briſſon, which Linnzus regards 85 
as 2 variety. The Collared-Fackdaw of Latham, 
1 n. 
influ- 
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ba THE JACKDAWS: 


Daw, which reſembles the true Jackdaw, except 


| Flemiſh breed, which had the bill croſſed ; the upper mandible 


/ borne, relates a ſingular fact: That, in a neighbouring warren, 
the Daws ſometimes breed under ground in the rabbit-burrows. 


influence of climate, but ariſes from a natural 
defect; in the ſame way as white Ravens are bred 
in France, and white Negroes born in Africa. 

Schwenckfeld ſpeaks: 1ft, of a variegated 


that its wings are white, and its bill hooked. 
2. Another Daw, which is very rare, and differs 
from the common kind in its being croſſed “. 
But theſe are, perhaps, individual varieties, or 
monſtrous Productions. 18 


I had this year, in my court yard, four tufted hens, of a 


was very hooked, and at leaſt as much ſo as in the croſs-bill it- 
ſelf; the lower was almoſt ſtraight. 'Theſe hens could not feed 


on the ground ſo well as others; it was neceſſary that n ſhould 
be laid of a conſiderable thickneſs, | 


fa) 8 pecific G oft the Jackdaw, Corvus Monedula, x; IN N.: 
« It is duſky, the back of its head hoary, its wings and tail 
black,” The Jackdaw weighs nine ounces ; its length thirteen 


inches, and its breadth twenty-eight. It is found as far north as 
Sondmor, and ſometimes in the Feroe iſlands ; it leaves Smoland 
and Eaſt Gothland immediately after harveſt, and returns in the 
ſpring with the ſtares —Mr, White, in his Natural Hiltory of Sel- 
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| _ bs Fee ou be des 1 Bu. 
N Corvus- Pyrrhocoraæ, Linn. and Gmel. 
Hyrrbocorax, Geſner, and Aldrovandds: | 


The Alpine Gr ow, Lath. At ent * . 62 - | 1 of 
Pa * calls this bird Pyr abe ch ck 


name alone includes an abridged p⸗ 


fact, varies between yellow and orange; and 


alſo that of its feet, which are [Gill more vari- 
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tion. Korax, which ſignifies Crow, marks the 
blackneſs of its plumage, ag Well as the analogy 

of its ſpecies; and þyrrhos, which means rufous or 
orange, ' denotes the colour of its bill, which, in 


able, ſince they were red in the ſubject examined 


by Geſner, and black in the one defer 1 bed. 
Briſſon. That author mentions alſo. teir 


ſometimes yellow, and others relate chat dhe [ 


are yellow in winter, and Ted in ſummer. TI 


yellow feet and bill Which laſt} is ſmaller i that 
0 „ have made it be taken for the 


Blackbird Ad ke the Great Alpin 
bird. 


But if we draw a compariſsn, we. ſhall 


pine Black. 


laws, by the fize of is body, "the lengrh of its : 


FF 


In Swils, Albkachiel, ili 7 8 Wild-Daw) : in 


German, Bergdol, Alprapp, ¶ Mountain-Daw, Aip-Raven 3 
VOL, ! It - - F 


wings, 


—— — — 


66 THE ALPINE DAw. 


wings, and even the ſhape of its bill, though 
flenderer, and by its noſtrils being covered with 


feathers, which are * indeed, than in the 


Jackdaws. 

In the article of the Red-legged Ga or 
Corniſh Chough, I have flated the difference 
between theſe two birds ; which Belon, and ſome 
others who have not ſeen them, have confounded 


together. 


Pliny believed the Pyrrhocorax to be of the 
Alps *; but Geſner, who has accurately pointed 


out the diſtinction between it and the Red- 
legged Crow, ſays, that in certain parts of the 


country of the Griſons, this bird does not ap- 


pear in winter; and in other parts that it is ſeen 
nearly the whole year, but that its favourite re- 


fidence, where it ſettles in numerous flocks, is 
the ſummit of lofty mountains. Theſe facts 
reſtrict ſomewhat the opinion of "ROY but at 
the ſame time they confirm it. 

The Alpine Daw is of a middle ſize, be- 


| tween the Jackdaw and the Carrion-Crow : its 


bill is ſmaller, and more arched, than either ; its 
ery is ſhriller, and more plaintive than the Jack 
daw, and þy no means agreeable Fe 


* Hip. Nat. lib; x. 48. 
+ Schwenckfeld fays, that the 3 which he terms 


alſo the Night- Croæv, is noiſy, eſpecially during the night, and 


ſeldom appears in the day; but I am not certain if Schwenck- 
feld means the ſame bird as 1 do, by that name. 


k 
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It lives chiefly upon grain; and is very de- 
ſtructive among the crops; its fleſh is very in- 
different eating. The inhabitants of the moun- 
tains draw meteorological predictions from its 
manner of flying; if it riſes aloft, they lay 


face, they expect mild weather. [A] 
[A] Specific character of the Corvus-Pyrrbocerax, Lt x.: 
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M 


THE APPINE DAW. 65 


their account for cold; if it keep near the ſur- 
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« It is blackiſh; its bill — its feet black,” It is fifteen 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 


WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE JACKDAWS, 


IH x 
The MUSTACHIO DAW. 
Corvus Hottentottus, Linn. and Gmel. 


Monedula Capitis Bone Sper, Brill. 
The Hottentot Crow, Lath. 


. bird is nearly the ſize of the Blackbird; 
its plumage is of a gloſſy black, like the 
Jackdaw's; and its tail is proportionably longer 
than in any of them; all the feathers which 
compoſe it are equal, and the wings, when 
cloſed, do not extend half its length; the fourth 
and Gifth are the longeſt of all, reaching two 
inches and a half farther than the firſt. 


There are two circumſtances to be remarked 


in the exterior of this bird: 1. Thoſe long and 


flexible black hairs which ariſe from the baſe of 
the upper mandible, and which are twice as 
long as the bill; beſides many other hairs, ſhorter 
and ſtiffer, and pointing forwards, and ſpreading 
over this ſame baſe, as far as the corners of the 
mouth. 2. Thoſe long and narrow feathers in- 
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| forted in the upper part of the neck, which play 


on the back, and form a ſort of mane *. 


* Specific character: © It is greeniſh black; its tail equal, with 
very long muſtachios.“ Its length 1 is eleven inches and a quarter. 


3 
The BALD D AW. 


Corvus Calvus, Gmel. 
The Bald-C row, Lath. 


This ſingular Div correſponds to che Rook 


the anterior part of its head is bare as in the 


Rook, and its throat is only ſhaded with a few 
ſtraggling feathers. Its relation to the Daws in 
general is marked by the length of its wings, the 


ſhape of its feet, its port, its bulk, and its wide 
W noſtrils, which are almoſt round. But it differs 


becauſe its noſtrils are not covered with feathers, 
and are placed in a deep cavity on either fide 
of the bill, and alſo becauſe its bill is broader 


near the baſe, and ſcalloped at the edges. I 
can ſay nothing with reſpect to its hiſtory, It 


has not even received a name in any treatiſe of 
ornithology. It is a native of Cayenne . 


+ Specific character: © It is duſky-ferruginous, its front and 
top bald.” It is rather larger than the JOOST, being thirteen 


73 3 


inches long. 
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WY of one of them, at leaſt, on the upper part of 
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III. 
The NEW GUINEA DA. 


Corus Nowe Guineæ, Gmel. 
The New Guinea Grow. 


The natural place this bird ought to occupy 
1s between our Daws and what I call @olnud, 
It has the figure of the Daws, the grey plumage 


the body; but it is not ſo large, and its bill is 
broader in the baſe, in which it reſembles the 
Colnud. It differs from the laſt by the length of 
its wings, which reach almoſt to the end of its 
tail, and from the Colnud and the Daws by 
the colours of the under- ſide of the body, which 
conſiſt of black and white ſtripes, that extend 
to the wings, and which bear ſome reſemblance 
to thoſe in the variegated Wood-pecker *, 


* The ſpecific character of this bird includes a full deſcription 
| which would only be an unneceſlary eee of the texts and i 
therefore omitted. 


the ACE D AWS. 


2 IV. 
The PAP U AN DAW. 


Corus Papuenſis, Gmel. 
The Papuaz Crow, Lath. 


The prevailing colour of this bird (for we 


W know only its ſurface) is an aſh-grey, deeper in 
the upper ſide, and lighter in the under, and 
W diluting, by degrees, almoſt to white under the 
3 | belly and the parts adjacent. There are only 


two exceptions to this uniformity of plumage ; 
1. A black ring, which ſurrounds the baſe of the 


I bill, and extends as far as the eyes. 2. The 
great quills of the wings, which are of a blackiſh 


brown, 
In this bird the noſtrils : are, as in the pre- 


ceding, entirely covered with white feathers 


the bill is nearly ſimilar, except that the ridge 
of the upper mandible is not round as in the 
Jackdaws, but angular as in the Colnud, It 
bears other relations alſo to the laſt, and re- 
ſembles it in the proportions of its wings, which 
extend no farther than the middle of its tail; in 
the ſmallneſs of its feet, and in the e of 
its nails. In ſhort, we cannot heſitate to place 


it, as well as the preceding, between the Jack- 
= daws and the Colnuds. Its length, reckoning 


from the point of the bill to the extremity of 
the tail, is about thirteen inches, 0 
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We owe this new ſpecies, as well as the pre. 


ceding, to Sonnerat *, 


* Specific character: © It is cinereous, its belly white, is 
wing-quills duſky blackiſn.“ 


2 
The CAYENNE £0 LNUDE.. 


Corus Nudus, Gmel. 
The Bare-necked Crow, Lath. 


I rank this bird after the Daws, though it 


differs from them in ſome reſpects, becauſe it 
is certainly more analogous to theſe, than to any 


birds of our continent. 


Like No. II. it has a very broad bill at the 
baſe, and reſembles it alſo in another reſpect, in 
being bald; but this is in a different way, the 
neck being almoſt naked and featherleſs. Its 
head is covered from the noſtrils incluſively, 
with a ſort of black velvet cap, conſiſting of 
ſmall ſtraight feathers, ſhort, interwoven, and 
very ſoft to the feel ; theſe are more ſtraggling 
under the neck, 130 much more ſo under the 


ſides and in the hind part. WY : 
The Colnud is nearly of the ſize of our Jack- 


daws, and we may add that it wears their li- 
very ; for its plumage is entirely black, except 


f + * Se. Naked-Neck. int); 
ſome 
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ſome of the coverts and the . 28. a6 which | 
are of a whitiſh grey. FR 
To look at the feet of the one which 

1] obſerved, one would ſuppoſe that the 
hind-toe was forcibly turned back; but this is 
its natural poſition, and it can be directed for- 
ward occaſionally, as in the martins. I have 
even remarked that it is connected with a 
membrane to the inner toe in each foot. It is 
a new ſpecies . 

. Specific character: © It is black, having a cape waved with 
ſoft feathers, its neck thinly covered with feathers.” _ 
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1 i.. 
The PHILIPPINE BALICGAS E. — 
Corvus-Balicaſſius, Gmel. 


Monedula E hilippenſis, Briſſ. 
Tube Philippine Crow, Lath. 
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I cannot prevail upon myſelf to give this bird 
the appellation of a Daw, as Briſſon has done; | 
ſince, from his deſcription even, it appears to þ 
differ widely from them. Its wings extend only | 
fifteen or fixteerr inches, and it is ſcarcely larger g 
and it y larg | 
than a Blackbird : its bill is thicker and longer 1 
in proportion than in any of the European Jack- 
daws; its feet ſlenderer, and its tail forked ; 


+ In the Philippines it is called Bali-Cafſo. 


laſtly, 
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laſtly, inſtead of the ſhrill gloomy cries of the 
Jackdaws, it has a ſoft pleaſant ſong. Such 
differences would lead us to expect many 
more, when the bird is better known. _ 

Its bill and feet are black ; its plumage of the 
ſame colour, with green reflections; its colour, 


at leaſt, is the ſame, ele with that of 
the Jaca. F 


N Specific chinnder It is of a greeniſh black, its tail forked,” 
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La P ie, Buff. 
 Corwus-Pica, Linn, and Gmel. | 
Pica Varia & Caudata, Geſner, and Aldrov, 1 
r Ruſticorum, Klein. 
* Pianet, or Piot, Will. Alb. ce. 
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as bird reſembles the, 18 eh in 
external appearance, that Linnzus has 
claſſed them under the ſame genus; and Belon 


remarks, that if the tail of the Magpie was 
ſhortened, and the white removed from its 
plumage, it would be really a crow. In fat, 
the Magpie has the bill, the feet, the eyes, and 
the general ſhape of the crows and jackdaws; 
it has alſo many of their inſtincts and habits, for | 
it is omnivorous, living on all ſorts of fruits 
and devouring even carrion , robbing the ſmall | 
birds neſts of: the eggs and the young, and 
ſeizing ſometimes the , We N an j 
2 Y 4 
* In G Nees or WOE, anda account of its Mie | 
plumage, Iowa : in Latin, Pica, Cifa, and according to ſome, 
Avis Pluvia, (Raig- Bird); in wretched modern Latin, Ajacia- 
in Spaniſh, Pega, "Picata; Pigazza; and in Catalonia, Grafa : =_- 
in Italian, Gaxxa, Ragazza, Aregazza, Gazzucla, Gazzara, 
Pica, Putta in German, Aeloter, Atxel, Aegerſt, Agerlufter : in 
Flemiſh, Aexter : in Poliſh, Strata: in Swediſh, Skata, Siuira, 


Stara: in Daniſh, Sade: in Norwegian, Skior, Tunfugl. 
1 KLE] 1.—1 . one that ate greedily the ſkin of an orange. 
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open attack, or by ſurpriſing them while en. 
ſnared. One has been known to fall upon a 
blackbird, another to ſnatch a crab, but ſtrangled 
by the Münz of the claws, &c. 
Its fondneſs for live flelh has ſuggeſted the 
breeding it for falconry, like the ravens f. It com- 
monly ſpends the warm ſeaſon paired with its 
female, and engaged in hatching and breeding 
its young. In the winter it goes in flocks, and 
approaches the hamlets, where it has greater re- 
ſources, which the ſeverity of the ſeaſon renders 
the more neceffary. It is eafily reconciled to 
the ſight of man, ſoon grows familiar in the 
houſe, and at laſt becomes maſter. I knew 
one which paſſed a day and night among a 
crew of cats, which it was ſhrewd enough to 
command. $a 
It prattles nearly like the carrion-crow, and 
learns | to imitate the cries of animals, and 
even the human voice. One is mentioned 
which could exactly mimic the calf, the kid, 
the ſheep, and even the notes of the ſhepherd's 
pipe: another repeated completely, the flouriſh 
of dn F. Willoughby knew many which 
could 
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* ALDrROVAN = At occaſions much diſorder in the catching 
of birds by calls, and dares, ſo to ſay, the fowler in his . 
1 riſch. | 


t Plutarch relates that a Magpie, which amuſed ;rſelf with 
imitating human diſcourſe, the cry of animals, and the ſound of 
inſtruments, having one day heard a flouriſh of trumpets, became 
mute all of a Ae, which on ans perſons who had been ac- 

MM a cuſtomed 


could pronotince whole phraſes. Margot? is the 
W ord commonly given them, becauſe they can 
. the moſt readily articulate it; and Pliny aſſures 
Y us, that this bird is very fond of that ſort of 
mitation, is pleaſed with repeating the words 
it has learned, ſtudies patiently and earneſtly to 
recal thoſe it has loſt, is overjoyed with the dif- 
covery, and ſometimes dies of vexation, if its 
recollection fails it, or if its tongue cad to 
pronounce a hard word x. | 

The tongue of the Magpie is like that of the 
raven, for the moſt part black. It alights 
on the backs of hogs and ſheep, like the jack- 
daw, and ſearches after the vermin which in- 
feſt theſe animals; with this difference, how- 
ever, that the hog receives its civilities with 
complaiſance z but the ſheep, no doubt more 
delicate and ſenſible, ſeems to dread it T. Tt 
alſo ſnaps, very dexterouſly, the flies and other 
winged inſects which come in its way. 

The Magpie can be caught by the ſame 
ſnares, and in the ſame manner with the car- 
rion- crow, and it is addicted to the ſame. bad 
habits of n and n up proviſions ; 5 


| habits 


cuſtomed to hear-it chatter inceſſantly; but they were much more 
lurpriſed ſometime after, when, quite unexpectedly, it broke 
tilence, not to repeat its uſual leſſon, but to copy the notes and 
modulations of the trumpets, PLUTARCH» 

* Hiſt. Nat. lib. x. 42. 


+ Salerne, -« 


t I have verified this fact, by 8 befiing a tame Magpie 75 
pieces of money and little bits of 5 It was diſcovered alſo, that 


np 


habits almoſt ever inſeparable in the different 
ſpecies of animals. It is imagined alſo to fore. 
bode rain, when it chatters more than uſually +, 
On the other hand, many circumſtances concut 
to ſeparate it from the crows. 
It is much ſmaller than even the jackday, 
not weighing more than eight or nine ounces ; 
its wings are ſhorter, and its tail longer in pro- 
portion, and hence its flight is neither ſo lofty, 
nor ſo well ſupported. It never undertake 
diſtant journies, but only flies from tree to tree, 
or from ſteeple to ſteeple. When on the 
ground, it is in a continual flutter, hopping as 
much as walking, and briſkly wagging its tail. 
It ſhews, in general, more reſtleſſneſs and ac- 
tivity than the crows ; it is more malicious, and 
is diſpoſed to a ſpecies of raillery T. The fe- 
male accordingly diſplays greater art and con- 
trivance in the conſtruQtion of her neſt ; whe- 
ther becauſe ſhe is more ardent for the male I, 
and therefore more attached to its young, or 
becauſe the! is aware that many birds of rapine 


they id their theft with ſuch great care, that it was ſometime; 

difficult to make a detection; under the bed, for inſtance, or be- 
tween the quilts. | 

. * Aldrovandus. 

+ © Ionceſawa Magpie flying wands; a bird, which happened 

to be tied to ſome place; and as it was reaching to eat a bit of 

fleſh, the Magpie removed the morſel with its tail. I thence con- 

_ cluded that the Magpie a nh in Tan, other birds. vy Ari 

cenna apud Geſuerum. 

The ancients had this TEM ar. from the name : of the Mag- 

? vir Koca, 1 formed the verb xio741, to dere. 
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are forward to plunder its eggs and its brood, 
and, beſides, that ſome of them are prompted 
to retaliate. She places her neſt on the tops of 
the loftieſt trees, or, at leaſt, on high buſhes * 
and, with the aſſiſtance of the male, ſtrengthens 
it on the outſide with flexible twigs and worked 
mud, and environs the whole with a baſketing 
of ſmall thorny branches cloſely entangled, 
leaving only in the thickeſt and moſt acceſ- 
ſible ſide, a ſmall hole for entering. But not 
contented with ſafety alone, ſhe ſeeks conveni- 
ence; ſhe lines the bottom of the neſt with a 
ſort of round mattreſs |, on which the young 
repoſe ſoft and warm ; and though this lining, 
which is the true neſt, be only fix inches in 
diameter, the whole maſs, including the ny 
embraſure, is at leaſt two feet every way. 

But all theſe precautions are not falliciear to 
remove her anxiety and apprehenſions: ſhe is 
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* It commonly builds in the ſkirts of woods or on vineyards. 
1 « The Blackbird and Magpie ſpread a bedding under their 
young.” ARISTOT ILE, Hiſt. Anim. lib. ix. 13. I take this op- 
portunity to obſerve, that many writers have thought that the 
Nico of Ariſtotle is the ſame with our jay, becauſe the Kiva is 
deſeribed to hoard up acorns, which are the principal food of the 
jay; but it is admitted that this food is common to both the] Jay 
and the Magpie; and there are two characters peculiar to the jay, 
which Ariſtotle could not fail to have obſerved, viz. the two blue = 
marks on the wings, and the ſort of creſt which the bird makes by ; li 
occaſionally briſtling the feathers on the head. Since Ariſtotle is | 
filent on theſe particulars, I conjeRure that his Magpie and ours 
Ire the ſame bird, and likewiſe the long-tailed variegated Magpie 


which was new at Rome, and rare even in the time of Pliny, 
Lib, X. 29. | 


per- : 
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perpetually on the watch; if ſhe petieive 1 
crow to approach, ſhe flies imevelliskefy to meet 
him, haraſſes him, and purſues him to a dif. 
tance k. If the enemy be more formidable, a 
falcon for inſtance, or an eagle, yet will not 
fear reſtrain j ſhe ruſhes on danger with a te- 
merity rl is not always crowned with ſuc- 
cels, Her conduct muſt ſometimes, however, 
be more conſiderate, if we believe what is al- 
leged, that when ſhe ſees a perſon ſpying her 
_ neſt with too envious an eye, ſhe tranſports the 
eggs to ſome other place, either between her 
claws, or in a way ſtill more incredible +; 
Sportſmen. tell ſtories no leſs ſtrange about her 
kill in arithmetic, though her knowledge ex- 
tends not beyond the number five |. 


She lays ſeven or eight eggs at each hatch, 
and breeds only once a year, unleſs the neſt be 
deſtroyed or deranged, in which caſe ſhe con- 
ſtructs another, and both parents exert. them- 


* Friſch. Eo: | 
1 0 the underſide of a twig they glue two eggs with their 
excrements, and, having taken the burthen on their neck, they 
zranſpore 1 it thus equally poiſed.” PLixy, lib. x. 33. 

t Sportſmen ſay, that if a Magpie ſees a man enter a hut built 
at the foot of the tree on which it breeds, it will not go into its 
neſt till it has perceived the man leave the hut; that if two enter, 
and only one comes out, it will not be deceived by the ſtratagem, 
but will ſtay till the ſecond alſo comes out; that it will likewiſe 

diſtinguiſh three out of four, and even four out of five, beyond 
Which it cannot diſcriminate. It would thence follow, that the 
Magpie has a diſtin& idea of the ſeries of numbers, from one to 
| five; and it. muſt be confeſſed that the glance of a man's eye is not 
perhaps more accurate. 


ſelves 


THEMAQPIE 6. 


ſelves with ſuch ardour as to complete it in leſs 


than a day. They have afterwards a ſecond 


hatch, conſiſting of four or five eggs; and if 
they be again diſturbed, they will rebuild the 
neſt, and make a third hatch, though {till {ſmaller 


W than the preceding“. The eggs of the Magpie 


are never ſo large, or of ſo deep a colour, as 
thoſe of the Raven; they are marked with 
brown ſpots, ſtrewed on a blue-green ground, 


moſt crowded about the thick end. John 
Liebault, quoted by Salerne, is the only one 
who affirms that the male . 1 ſit al- 


ternately. 


The Magpics : are binched blind aud ſhapeleſs, 


| and it is ſome time before they aſſume their de- 
ſtined form. The mother not only rears them with 
an anxious care, but takes an intereſt in them 


after they are grown up. Their fleſh is indif- 
ferent eating, though it is not held in ſuch 


| averſion as that of young crows. I 

With reſpe& to the difference remarked in 
the plumage, I conceive it to be not abſolutely 
ſpecific; ſince, among the ravens, the crows, 
and the jackdaws, individuals are found varie- 
gated, like the Magpie, with black and white : 


we muſt admit, indeed, that in the former black 


0 Something of this kind has made che ſtratagem be imputed 
to the Magpie, of having conſtantly two neſts, with a view to 
| Gifappoint the birds of prey, by ſhifting from the one to the other. 


It was for the ſame reaſon that the tyrant Diony ſius had n | 


bed. chambe 18. 
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is the ordinary colour, as the mixture of whit, 
and black is in the latter. But this is not uni 
form; and if we examine the bird cloſely, q 
view it in certain lights, we may perceive ſhady 
of green, purple, and violet, though not en. 
_ pected in a bird ſo little celebrated for beany 
of plumage . The male is diſtinguiſhed fron 
the female by the deeper blue gloſs on the upper 
part of its body, and not by the blackneſs of u 
tongue, as ſome have alleged. YN 
The Magpie is ſubje& to moult, like the oth« Wi 
birds; but it is obſerved, that the feathers dro 
| ſucceſſively and by degrees, except thoſe on the 
head, which are detached all at onee, ſo tha 
at the annual return of the ſeaſon it appen 
bald T. The young ones do not get their long 
tail before the ſecond year; and, no doubt, thy 
is the time when they become adult. F 
All that I can learn with reſpect to the dun- 
tion of the life of the Magpie is, that Dr. De- 
ham kept one twenty years, when it grew blind 
with age J. e F 
This bird is very common in France, Engl 
land, Germany, Sweden, and in every part di 
Europe, except Lapland ; it is alſo rare ui 
mountainous countries, which ſhews that "i 


„ Britiſh Zoology. + Prix x, ib. x. 29. 1 Albin. : 

[| Fauna Suecica, No. 56. M. Hebert aſſures me, that no M 

pies are ſeen in the mountains of Bugey, or even at the height oP 
Nantua. 83 FEY | | 
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cannot ſupport exceſſive cold. I ſhall cloſe this 
account with a ſhort deſcription, which will il- 
juſtrate what cannot be repreſented at all, or 
which the figure expreſſes imperfectly. 

It has twenty quills in each wing, the firſt of 
hich is very ſhort, and the fourth and fifth 
the longeſt; twelve unequal quills in the tail, 
IAiminiſhing always in length, the farther they 
Bre from the two middle ones, which are the 
Pongeſt of all; the noſtrils round; the internal 
ye-lids marked with a yellow ſpot ; the edges 
of the chops beſet with hairs; the tongue 
Wlackiſh, and forked; the inteſtines about 
: wenty-two inches long; the cecums half an 
Inch; the @/ophagus dilated and covered with 
; 3 at its junction with the ventricle, which 
but little muſcular; the kidney oblong; ; and 
Ihe gall-bladder of the ordinary ſize . 
have already faid that there are white Mag- 
ies as well as white ravens; and though the 
rincipal cauſe of this change of the plumage is 
Ihe influence of northern climates, as may be 
. uppoſed of the white Magpie of Wormius 7, 
hich was brought from Norway, and eyen 


* Willughby. . | 

= + cur Wormianum, p. 293. © It was font? me from Norway, 
3 yhere two young ones of this kind were found in the neſt. It is 

Z vidently, from its form, a Magpie, only of a white colour, 

3 Fey gt not "ny 5e falt Gere "ths head appears 
—_ 0th,” | | 
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is the ordinary colour, as the mixture of white 
and black is in the latter. But this is not uni- 
form; and if we examine the bird cloſely, or 
view it in certain lights, we may perceive ſhade, 
of green, purple, and violet, though not ex- 
| pected in a bird ſo little celebrated for beauty 
of plumage . The male is diſtinguiſhed from 
the female by the deeper blue gloſs on the upper 
part of its body, and not by the blackneſs of its 
tongue, as ſome have alleged. 

The Magpie 1 is ſubject to moult, like the other 
birds; but it is obſerved, that the feathers drop 
ſucceſſively and by degrees, except thoſe on the 
head, which are detached all at once, ſo that 
at the annual return of the ſeaſon it appears 
bald F. The young ones do not get their long 
tail before the ſecond year; and, no doubt, this 
is the time when they become adult. 

All that I can learn with reſpect to the dura- 
tion of the life of the Magpie is, that Dr. Der- 
ham kept one twenty vn, when it n blind 
with age . „ 

This bird is very common in Erncgze Eog: 
land, Germany, Sweden, and in every part of 
Europe, except Lapland |; it is alſo rare in 
mountainous countries, which ſhews that it 


» Britiſh Zoology. + PLiny, IB. x. 29. 1 Albin. 
[| Fauna Suecica, No. 76. M. Hebert aſſures me, that no Mag- 


pies are ſeen in the mountains of Bugey, or even at the height of 
Nantua. 


cannot 
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cannot ſupport exceſſive cold, I ſhall cloſe this 
account with a ſhort deſcription, which will il- 
fuſtrate what cannot be repreſented at all, or 
W which the figure expreſſes imperfectly. OY 
It has twenty quills in each wing, the firſt of 
W which is very ſhort, and the fourth and fifth 
W the longeſt; twelve unequal quills in the tail, 
W diminiſhing always in length, the farther they 
are from the two middle ones, which are the 
W longeſt of all; the noſtrils round ; the internal 
eye-lids marked with a yellow ſpot ; the edges 
of the chops beſet with hairs; the tongue 
| blackiſh, and forked ; the inteſtines about 
W twenty-two inches long; the cecums half an 
inch; the &/ophagus dilated and covered with 
I nh at its junction with the ventricle, which 
but little muſcular ; the kidney oblong ; and 
W the call-bladder of the ordinary ſize *, 

I have already ſaid that there are white Mag- 

| pies as well as white ravens; and though the 
principal cauſe of this change of the plumage is 

| the influence of northern climates, as may be 
ſuppoſed of the white Magpie of Wormius f, 
which was brought from Norway, and eyen 
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* Willughby. 

+ Muſecun Wormianum, p. 293. © It was ſent me Sik 8 

where two young ones of this kind were found in the neſt. It is 

evidently, from its form, a Magpie, only of a white colour, 

and ſmaller, not en your: fall 8 We Its head appears 

imooth, "2 wo 1 Trans 21. 
a 
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the middle of its wings +; whether it had mi- 
grated from the northern countries to France, 


Magpie was ſmooth and bare, becauſe he pro- 
bably ſaw it in the moulting ſeafon; which con. 
firms what F have ſaid with regard to the com. 
mon Magpies. 


eollection, Magpies of a brown or ruſty colour, 
which may be eſteemed a ſecond variety of the 
; ordinary! ſort. [AF 


A 


It is variegated with black and white, its tail wedge-ſhaped.” 


_ found alſo in the iſland of „ 


of ſome of thoſe mentioned by Rzacynſki “: 


found in temperate climates; for inſtance, the one 
caught ſome years ago in Sologne, which wa 


in France, and the change of colour owing to 


of the white Magpies that have fometimes been 
feen in Italy T. 


were ſeen near Viaſka. In Vin ini not far from the townllip 
of Olika, another was found.“  DEACY NEKI, Ackuariun, p- 412. 


24 THE MAG PI E. 


muſt confeſs, however, that they are ſometime 
entirely white, except a ſingle black feather in 


after having undergone this change, or was bred 


fome accidental cauſe. We muſt ſay the fame 


Wormius remarks, that the bid of his ulli 


Willughby ſaw, in the king of England 


* oe A white Magpie was. hatched | in the town 1 Coman, k 
in the Ruſſian palatinate . . . Five Magpies of the ſame color i 


+ Salerne. 
1 Gralxi, Storia degli Deal tom. ii. p. LA 
A] Specike. character of the agpie, CorvusPica, Linz. 


Its length is eighteen inches, its breadth only wren n Ibs 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 
RELATED TO THE MAGPIE. 


The SENEGAL MAGPIE. 


T is ſomewhat leſs than ours; but its wings, 
] being proportionably longer, are nearly of 
the ſame extent; its tail, on the contrary, is 
_ thorter, though of the ſame fhape. The bill, 


the feet, and the nails, are black, as in the 
common Magpie, but the plumage is very dif- 
ferent. It has not a particle of white, and all 
the colours are dull; the head, the neck, the 
back, and the breaſt, are black, with violet re- 
flections; the quills of the tail and the great 
quills of the wings are brown. All the reſt is 


blackiſh, with different degrees of intenſity. 
—— ü 
II. 
The JAMAICA MAGPIE. 


This bird weighs only * ounces, and is 
Wout a third [maller than the common Maegpie, 
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which it reſembles in its bill, its > feet, and it 
tail. 

The plumage of the nals is black, with 
purple reflections; that of the female is brown, 
darker on the back and all the upper de of the 
body, and lighter under the belly. 

They build their neſt on the branches of trees 
They are found in every part of the ifland, but 
are moſt numerous at a diſtance from the ſcene. 
of buſtle. After breeding, they quit'their con- 
cealments, and in autumn they ſpread over the 
ſettlements in ſuch prodigious multitudes, as 
| ſometimes to darken the air. They fly thus in 
flocks for miles, and wherever they alight, they 
occaſion conſiderable damage to the planters, 
In winter, their reſource is to crowd to the 
barn-doors. Such facts would lead us to ſup- 
poſe that they are frugivorous; but they have a 

ſtrong ſmell, and their fleſh is rank and coarle, 
and ſeldom eaten. by 

It follows from what 1 have ſaid, that this 
bird differs from our Magpie, not only in its 
mode of feeding, in its ſize, and in its plumage, 
but is beſides diſtinguiſhed by its being able to 
continue long on wing, by its aſſociating in 
numerous flocks, and by the rankneſs of its 
fleſh. The difference of ſex is attended with 
a ſtill greater in the colours. In ſhort, if we 
add that the common Magpie could not tra- 
verſe the immenſe ocean which! ſeparates the 

two continents, ang could not ſupport the in- 
| tenſe 


tenſe cold of a northern paſſage, we may con- 


3 | clude the American Magpies to be analogous 


to ours, and their repreſentatives in the new 


world, but not derived from che ſame common 
dock. 

= The teſquizana * of Mexico ſeems to bear a 
great reſemblance to this Jamaica Magpie 3 
ſince, according to Fernandez, its tail is very 
1 and its ſize is inferior to that of the ſtare; 


ts plumage is of a gloſſy black; it flies in nu- 
merous flocks, which are deſtructive to the cul- 
tivated fields where they alight; it breeds in 
the ſpring, and its fleſh is tough and rank. In 
a word, this bird might be conſidered as a ſort 


of ſtare or jackdaw; but if we except the plu- 


mage, a jackdaw with a long tail reſembles | 


much a Magpie. 

It is quite different with reſpe& to the Gas - 
of Fernandez, which Briſſon confounds with 
the Jamaica Magpie. The bill, indeed, the 
feet, and the plumage, have the ſame colours 
in both; but the iſana is larger, and its bill 
is twice as long: | beſides, it prefers the coldeſt 
parts of Mexico, and in its inſtincts, its habits, 


and its cry, it reſembles the ſtare. It would de 


difficult, I imagine, to trace theſe. characters in 


* I have formed this word by contraction for the Mexican Te- 
quixquiacazanatl, Fernandez calls it alſo Stare f Salt Marſhes, 
and the Spaniards, Tordo (thruſh). This bird has a plaintive 
loug, FERNANDEZ, £ tft. Avium Nove Hiſpanic, cap. XXXIV, 


+ 14. cap. xxxii. He calls.it Teen; others, Tatiana 
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the Jamaica Magpie of Cateſby; and, if it muſt 
be referred to the ſame genus, it -ought at leaſt 
to be formed into a ſeparate ſpecies. The au- 
thority of Fernandez, the only naturaliſt: who 
has had an opportunity of viewing the bird, is 
ſurely of more weight than the artificial claſſi- 
fication of a ſyſtem- maker; and that expe. 
rienced obſerver ſays, that it bore a ſtronger 
analogy to the ſtare than to the Magpie. How- 
ever we may be deceived in a ſubject of this 
kind, where our information is drawn. from 
imperfect deſcriptions and inaccurate figures; l 
ſhall add, that the iſana has a ſort of jeering 
note, common to moſt of the birds termed 
American e. 


—— 5 


Ill. 
The MAGPIE of the ANTILLES" 


ON Corvus Caribeus, Gmel. 
Galgalus Antillarum, Brill. 
Pica Cauda Indica, Ray. 

The Perfian Pie, Will. 
| The Carribean Crow, Lath. 


Briſſon has claſſed this bird with the 4 
fir no other reaſon that I can diſcover, except 
that in Aldrovandus's figure the noſtrils are 


® ee L Hiftorie generale a Aula, tom. i. P. 258 ow | 
Vandury tom. i. p. 788. 4 
naked, 


naked, which Briſſon reckons one of the cha- 
racters of the roller: but, 1, we cannot with 
certainty infer from a figure, which Briſſon 
himſelf conſiders as inaccurate, a property ſo 
minute that it would eſcape the notice of Aa 
deſigner. 2. To this we may oppoſe a re- 
markable character, which could not be over- 
looked, viz. the long quills in the middle of the 
tail, which Briſſon conſiders as belonging ex- 
cluſively to the Magpie. 3. The Magpie of the 
Antilles reſembles ours in its cry, in its con- 
fident diſpoſition, in its neſtling on trees, in its 
ſauntering by the margin of ſtreams, and in the 
coarſeneſs of its fleſh *: in ſhort, if we muſt 
rank it with the moſt analogous European birds, 
it ought to be placed among the Magpies. _ 
It differs, however, by the exceſſive length 
of the two middle quills of the tail, which 
ſtretch ſix or eight inches beyond the lateral 
ones f; its colours are alſo different, the bill and 


ißt. des Antilles, The Magpie alſo walks by the fides of 
water, ſince it ſometimes catcher. crabs, as we have already 

ind. {0 
„ do not mean the auger property abe to it by Al. 
drovandus, that there are only eight quills in the tail: that natu- 
raliſt counted them only 1 in a coloured figure, a very uncertain 
method of judging. Father Dutertre, indeed, repeats the' ſame 
thing; but moſt probably he copies Aldrovandus, wich whoſe orn;- 
thology he was well acquainted, hnce he quotes it in the next page, 
Beſides, he was accuſtomed to make his deſcriptions from me- 
mory, which requires aſſiſtance: and, laſtly, the Magpie of the 
Antilles is perhaps the only one in which he mentions * number 
A the tail - "vm | | 


feet 
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feet being red; the neck blue, with a white col- 
lar; the head of the fame blue, tinged with x 
white ſpot, ſtreaked with black, which extend; 
from the origin of the upper mandible to the 


junction of the neck; the back of a tawny co- 


lour, the rump yellow, the two long quills of 
the tail ſtriped with blue and white, thoſe of the 
wing mixed with green and blue, and the under 


ide of the body white. 


Upon comparing Father du Tertre's deſerip- 
tion of the Magpie of the Antilles, with that 


of Aldrovandus's long-tailed Magpie of India, 
we cannot doubt but they were formed from a 


bird of the ſame ſpecies, and conſequently it is 
an American bird, as we are aſſured by Father 
du Tertre, who ſaw it at Guadaloupe, and not 
a native of Japan, as Aldrovandus aſſerts from 
a very uncertain tradition * ; unleſs we ſuppoſe 
that it had penetrated towards the north, and 
thus ſpread 2 both continents. 


* The emperor of Japan tranſmitted this moſt beautiful 
bird, ſome years fince, to his holineſs the Pope, as a remarkable 
preſent, as I have Jearned from the marquis Facchinetto, who 


faid that it was wee his uncle Innocent IX.“ 8 8 
VAN pus, | 
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The HOCISANA®, 
Corviu Mexicanus, Gmel. B YL 


Pica Mexicana Major, Briſſ. 4 
Le Criard, Pernetty's Voy. 
De Mexican C, Lath. 


Though Face calls this bird a great 
ſtare, we may, from his own account, refer it 


to the genus of Magpies; for he tells us, that it 


W would be exactly like the common jackdaw, if it 
= were ſomewhat ſmaller, its tail and nails ſhorter, 


and its plumage of a purer black, and not mixed 
with blue. But a long tail is the property, not 
of the ſtare, but of the Magpie, and what diſ- 


criminates it the moſt in its external appearance 
from the jackdaw. 
characters which ſeparate the Hociſana from the 
jackdaw, they are as much foreign to the ſtare 


With regard to the other 


as to the Magpie, if not more ſo. 

This bird courts the reſidence of man; it is 
as familiar as the Magpie, chatters like it, and 
has a ſhrill cry; its fleſh i is black, and ray well 
taſted 11 13 


* FERNANDEZ, cap. xxxlii. The Mlexzean name 1s 2 


⁊anatl; it is allo called Caxcaxtotoll. 


+ * character: 1 „ _ of al bluiſh black. x 
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WW 
15 VARDIOLE®, 


Seba ks given this bird the pela of the 
Bird of Paradiſe, as he has to almoſt all foreign 
birds with long tails. In this reſpect the Va 
diole was entitled to the name, ſince its tail is 
double the extreme length of its body. But 
this tail is not formed as in the bird of paradiſe, 
for its quill feathers are furniſhed with vanes 
through their whole length, beſides N other 
differences. 

White is the prevailing colour in this bird: 


we muſt only except the head and neck, which 


are black, with very bright purple reflections; 


te feet, which are of a light red; the wings, 


whoſe quills have black vanes, ad] the two 


middle ones of the tail, which ſtretch much be- 


yond the reſt, and which are marked with black 
along their ſhaft, from the baſe to half of _ 
length. 
The eyes of the Vardiole are pocke) and en- 
circled with white; the baſe of the upper man- 
dible is ſhaded with little hair-like black fea- 
thers, that meet behind and cover the noſtrils; 


its wings are ſhort, and extend not beyond the 
origin 1 its tail. So far it reſembles the Mag- 


pie; but it differs on account of the ſhortneſs of 
its feet, which are only the half in proportion, 


It is called 1 or Vardioe. ; 
| A clr- 


the M GIF. 52 


1 4 attended with other Aren 
in its figure and port. 

It is found in the iſland of Papoe, according 
to Seba, whoſe deſcription is the only original 
one, and comprehends all that i is known about 
this bird. 


| VI. | 
The ** A N * * 


1 Gmel. 
Pica Mexicana Minor, Briſſ. 
The Laſer Mexican C row, Lath. 


Fernandez compares this N bind to the 
common Magpie, for its ſize, for the length of 
its tail, for the perfection of its ſenſes, for its 
talents for ſpeaking, and for its proneneſs to 
ſteal whatever pleaſes its fancy. He adds, that 
its plumage is entirely black, except on the 
neck and head, where we can perceive a fulvous 
tinge T. 


„The N name is Zachun, 


4 Specific 8 ce, Blackiſh, its head and neck ſomewhat 
9 fulvous, its tail long. . i 


„ 
1 
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Te Geai, Buff. : | 
Coruus Glandarius, Linn, and Gmel. 

_ Garnulus, Brill, | 
708 Glandaria, Geſner, FTT ERGY a Ray. 


War * have ſaid with ard to che in- 
ſtinct of the Magpie, we hold almoſt en- 
tirely in reſpe& to the Jay; it will be ſaf- 
ficient, therefore, to AAS. the charadteriſtic 
difference. 

The principal one is he doe 5 or oder 
Anil formed by various ſhades of blue, wick 
which each of its wings is decorated, and 
which ſuffices to diſtinguiſh i it, at leaſt, from all 
the other European birds. It has alſo on its 
forehead a tuft of ſmall. feathers, black, blue, 
| and white: in general j its feathers have all a ſoft 
ö and ſilky feel, and it can at pleaſure raiſe and 
= depreſs thoſe on its head. It is a fourth part 
F leſs than the Magpie ; 3 its all is ſhorter, and its 


In Greek, according 1 to Baden, 1 2 in modern Greek, 
| Kagaxate : in Latin, Garrulus : in Spaniſh, Scho, C aye : in Italian, 
| Ghiandaia, Gaza Verla, Berta, Bertina, Baretino ;- in German, 
Haber, Harzler, Baum \Hatzel (Tree- Jay), Fichen-heher (Oak- 
Jay), NMuſi-hbeher (Nut-Jay), Nuſs- hecter (Nut-Hedger), _—_ 
Broe-kexter, Marggraff, Marcolfus : in Swiſs, Herren-vogel : 
Poliſh, Soyka ; ; in Swediſh, Net-Skrika, Allon-Skrika, poten io 
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wings longer in oroportion.., has 'notmithſtanding 
i can ſcarcely fly better *. 


The male 1s diſtinguiſhed by the bulk of his 


head and the luſtre of his colours f. The old 


ones differ alſo from the young in their plu- 
mage, and hence the various inconſiſtent de- 


ſeriptions 7. 1 98 
The Jays are of a petulant diſpoſition; they 


have keen ſenſations and briſk movements, and 


in their frequent burſts of rage they hurry into 
| danger, and often entangle their head between 


two branches, and die thus ſuſpended in the 


air d. When they feel reſtraint, their violence 
= exceeds bounds ; and hence, in a cage, they 


entirely loſe their beauty, by the. continual 
rumpling, wearing, and breaking of their 


feathers. 


Their ordinary cry i is . and frequent; 


they are alſo fond of imitating other birds whoſe 


notes are not more agreeable, ſuch as the keſtril, 
the tawny owl, 8c. || If they perceive in the 


wood a fox or other ravenous animal, they give 


* 2d. b 8 

1 Willoughby ſays, that in the Jay deſcribed by Aldrovandus, 
no tranſverſe ſpots appear on the tail. Its feet are gray, according 
to Belon; they are brown, verging on feſh-colour, according to 
Briſſon, and our own obſervations. 

$ Gesner. This inſtinct makes thoſe battles credible, which 


are ſaid to be fought between armies of Jays and my of 
Magpies. 


| | Friſch, 4 
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[ i certain ſhrill ſcream, to alarm their compa 
| nions ; they quickly aſſemble, preſuming that 
they ſhall be formidable by their numbers, or a 
leaſt by their noiſe “. This inſtinct, which the 
Jays have, of ſummoning their force, together with 
their violent antipathy to the brown owl, ſuggeſt 
ſeveral ways of enſnaring them, and the {port i 
commonly very ſucceſsful r; * they are more 
petulant than the magpies, and by no means ſo 
ſuſpicious or crafty; nor is their natural cry ſo 
various, though they have great flexibility of 
throat, and have a turn for imitating all the 
cries and ſounds of animals which they ha- 
bitually hear, and even human diſcourſe. The 
word Richard they can the moſt eaſily imitate. 
The have alſo, like the magpie, and all the fa- 
mily of the daws, crows, and ravens, the habit 
of burying their ſuperfluous proviſions t, and 
of ſtealing whatever they can obtain. But they 
cannot always recognize the ſpot where they 
have buried their treaſure, or, like all miſers, 
they are more actuated by the fear of en- 
croaching on their ſtock, than by the deſire of 
uſing it; ſo that in the ſucceeding ſpring, the 
| acorns and nuts that were concealed, perhaps 
forgotten, germinate in the earth, and their | 
tender leaves diſcover the uſeleſs heap, though 
too late, to the frugal ſordid hoarders. 


„ Friſch. ö 140 
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The Jays breed in woods remote from human 
dwellings, preferring the moſt branchy oaks, 
whoſe trunks are entwined with ivy“: but 
they are not ſo artful and cautious as the mag- 
pies in building their neſts. I have received 
many of theſe in the month of May; they were 

| hollow hemiſpheres, formed with ſmall inter- 
| woven roots, open above, without any ſoft 

ning, and without any exterior defence. I 
always found them to contain four or five eggs; 
others ſay that the number is five or ſix. They 
were ſmaller than pigeons eggs, gray, with more 
or leſs of a greeniſh hue, and with {mall L IPOS 
faintly marked. ee e ET 04 


The young undergo their moulting 1 in July: 
they keep company with their parents till the 
ſucceeding ſpring, when they ſeparate, to form 
new pairs. By this time the blue plate on their 
wings, which appears very early, has attained 
is higheſt beauty, 

In the domeſtic condition, to which they 
alily conform themſelves, they become accuſ- 
tomed to all ſorts of food, and live in this way 
eight or ten years T. In the ſtate of freedom, 
they feed not only on acorns and filberts, but 
on cheſnuts, peas, beans, ſorbs, gooſberries, 
cherries, raſberries, &c. They alſo prey on 
the young of other birds, when they can ſurpriſe 
them in the neſt during the abſence of the pa- 


| * Olia, + Britiſh Zoology, f Olina, Friſth, 
VOL, III. SR rents; 


93 a 


rents; and ſometimes they venture to attack th, 
old ones, when they diſcover them entangled in 
ſnares; and in this caſe they advance with theit 
uſual imprudence, and are often caught them. 
ſelves “. Their fleſh, though not delicate, i 
eatable, particularly if 1t be boiled firſt, and af. 
terwards roaſted, ; 

In Jays, the firſt alla of the outer toe 
is in each foot connected with that of the middle 
toe; the inſide of the mouth is black; the tongue 
ef the ſame colour, forked, thin, membranous 
and almoſt tranſparent ; the gall-bladder is ob 
long ; the ſtomach not ſo thick, and lined with 
weaker muſcles than the gizzard in the grani- 
vorous tribe. Their gullet muſt be very wide, 
for they fwallow acorns, filberts, and even 
cheſnuts entire, like the ring-doves ; 
know, however, that they never thus treat 
the flower-cup of a pink, though they are 
exceedingly fond of the ſeed which it contains 
I have often admired their procedure: if a pink Wi 
be thrown to them, they ſeize it greedily, ad 
if others be offered, they continue to ſnatch 
them till their bill can hold no more. When 
they want to eat theſe, they lay aſide all the reſt 
but one, hold it with the right foat, and pluck 
off the petals one by one, keeping a watchful 
eye all the time, and caſting a glance on. eve! 
fide: at laſt, when the ſeed appears, they dee] 


* Friſch. Britiſh Zoology. + Belon;, | 
8 0 vou 
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vour it greedily, and again begin to pluck a 
ſecond flower. | 

This bird is found in Sweden, Scotland, "wo 
land, Germany, and Italy; and is, I believe, a 


native of every country in Europe, and even of 


the correſponding climates of Aſia. 


Pliny mentions a kind of Jays or magpies 
with five toes, which learned to ſpeak better 


than the reſt *. This is not more wonderful 
than that there ſhould exiſt hens with five toes, 


eſpecially as the Jays become more familiar and 


domeſtic than hens; and we know well, that all 


animals which live with man, and feed richly, 


are ſubject to exuberance of growth. The pha- 
langes of the toes might be multiplied in ſome 
individuals beyond the uſual number; a de- 
viation which has been aſcribed too generally to 
every ſpecies f. 


But another variety, more generally known 


in this ſpecies, is the White Jay. It has the 


blue mark on the wings |, but is diſtinguiſhed 


from the common Jay by the almoſt univerſal 


whiteneſs of its plumage, which extends even 
to its bill and nails, and by the red colour of its 


eyes, a property obſerved in ſo many other 


white animals. But we muſt not imagine that 
this white complexion is entirely pure; it is 


often ſhaded with a yellowiſh tinge of various 


intenſity. In a ſubject which I examined, the 


* Lib, x. 42. + Aldrovandus. f Gerini. 


VVV 


Wl coverts of the wings were the whiteſt; its feet 
| alſo ſeemed to be more ſlender than thoſe of the 
| common Jay. [A] 
| 
| 


(A) Specific FR of the 5 Corwus Glandarius Lixg.: 
| e The coverts of its wings are ſky-blue, with tranſverſe white 
« and black lines, its body variegated ferruginous.“ It weighs be. 
tween ſix and ſeven ounces, its length is thirteen inches, breadth 
twenty and a half, It is eſteemed one of the molt beautiful of the 
i] | Tn birds, 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE JAY, 


I. 
The RED-BILLED JAY of CHINA, 


Corvus Erythrorynchos, Gmel. 
The Red-billed Fay, Lath. 


TY new kind of Jay has been juſt intro- 
1 quced into France. Its red bill is the more 
remarkable, as the whole of the fore-part of the 
| head, the neck, and even the breaſt, is of a 
fine velvet black. The hind part of its head 
and neck is of a ſoft gray, which mixes in 
mall ſpots on the crown, with the black of the 
fore-part ; the upper ſide of the body is brown, 
the under whitiſh. But to form a clear idea of 
the colours, we muſt ſuppoſe a violet tint 

jpread over them all, except the black, deeper 


on the wings, fainter on the back, and ftill 


more dilute under the belly. The tail is ta- 
pered, and the wings exceed not one-third of 
its length, and each of its quills is marked with 
three colours, viz, a light violet at its origin, 
black at its middle, and white at its extremity; 

H 3 1 7 55 but 
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but the violet is more extenſive than the black 
and that ſtill more than the white. 

The feet are red, like the bill; the nails whiti, 
at their origin, and brown near the point, and 
are, beſides, very long and hooked. 

This Jay is ſomewhat larger than ours, and 
may be 85 a variety ariſing from the influence 
of climate * 


* Specific character: The body duſky above, and whith 
«« below ; the tail wedge-ſhaped ; the tail-quills dilute violet at 
« the baſe, black in the middle, and white at the tips.“ 


IT. 
me PERUVIAN JAY. 


Le Geni du Hoke Buff 


Corvus Peravianus, Gmel. 


The plumage of this bird is of Cingular beauty; 
it conſiſts of an afſemblage of the fineſt colours, 
' ſometimes melting with inimitable art, and 
| ſometimes forming a contraſt which heiphtens 
the effect. The delicate green which prevalls 
in the upper part of its body, extends on the 
one ſide over the ſix mid-quills of the tail, and 
on the other it advances, paſſing by inſenſible 
ſhades, and receiving, at the ſame time, a bluilh 
tint, to join a ſort of white crown on the head. 
The baſe of the bill is ſurrounded with a fine 
blue, which appears again behind che eye, and 

in 
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ja the ſpace below it. A kind of black velvet, 
which covers the throat and all the fore- part of 
me neck, is contraſted at its upper margin with 
me ſine blue colour, and at its lower to the jon- 


quil yellow which is ſpread over the breaſt, the 


belly, and the three lateral quills on each ſide 
of the tail. The tail is tapered, and more ſo 
Y than the Siberian Jay. 

I Nothing is known with regard to the qua= 
W lities of this bird, which has never been ſeen 1 in 
1 Europe. 


1x „„ Eh 
Trac BROWN CANADA JAY, or CINE- 
* REOUS CROW. Lob. 

Corus Canadenſis, Linn, and Gmel. 

Garrulus Canadenſis Fuſcus, Briſſ. 

The Cinereons Crow, Penn, and Lath. 


If it were poſſible to ſuppoſe that the Jay 
could migrate into America, I ſhould be in- 
clined to ſuppoſe that this is a variety of our 
European ſpecies; for it. has the appearance 


and the port, and alſo thoſe ſoft ſilky feathers 


which are conceived to belong peculiarly to the 


Jay. It is diſtinguiſhed only by its inferior ſize, 
by the colours of its plumage, and by the length 
and ſhape of its tail, which is tapered, Such 


llight differences might be aſcribed to climate ; 


H 4. ; . but ; 
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but our Jay is unable to traverſe the intervening , 
ocean. Till, therefore, we receive a fuller ac- 
count of the habits of the Brown Jay of Ca- 
nada, we ſhall conſider it as one of the foreign 

ſpecies the moſt analogous to our Jay, _ 
The upper ſide of the body is of a brown co- 
lour; the under ſide, and alſo the crown of the 
head, the throat, and the fore-part of the neck, are 
of a dirty white, which alſo appears at the ex. 
tremity of the tail and wings. In the indivi- 
dual which I obſerved, the bill and the legs 
were of a deep brown, the under fide of the 
body of a deeper brown, and the lower man- 
dible broader than in the figure: laſtly, the 
feathers on the throat, jutting forward, formed 


a ſort of barbil®, 5 


A 
ot "FX 


/ 


how . on. — «= 
= "= 


n 


_— pilfer whatever they can ſnatch, even ſalted meat. They are 


0: Specific Ar e It is duſky, the front yellowiſh, the | 

*« under-fide of the body and the tips of the tail-quills white.“ It 

Inhabits the northern and weſtern parts of America, breeds early 
in the ſpring, and builds its neſt with ſticks and graſs in the pines, 
It lays two, and rarely three eggs, which are blue. The young 

are quite black. They fly in pairs, the male and female being 

preciſely alike, . They ſtore up berries in hollow trees; yet they 

are ayaricious, and ſo bold as to viſit the huts of the natives, and 


{eldom ſeen in the month of January, unleſs near dwellings. 


IV. The 
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ns 
The SIBERIAN JAY. 
Corus Sibiricus, Gmel. 7 


The points of analogy between this new ſpe- 
cies and our Jay conſiſt in a certain family 
likeneſs, and that the ſhape of the bill and feet, 
and the poſition of the noſtrils, are nearly the 
ſame; and alſo that the Siberian Jay has, 
like ours, narrow feathers on its head, which 
it can raiſe at pleaſure as a creſt. The diſcri- 
minating properties are theſe : it is ſmaller, its 
tail is tapered, and the colours of its plumage 
are very different. Its hiſtory is totally 1 un- 
known. 


The WHITE COIF, or CAYENNE JAY. 


"Coma Cayanus, Linn. and Gmel. 
| Garrulus C. ayanenfs, 7s, Bri, 


It 4 18 nearly of the ſize of the common Jay, 
only it is taller, its bill ſhorter, its tail and wings 
proportionally longer, which ou it a ſpright⸗ 
lier air. 

There are alſo other Fun chiefly in 
the plumage ; gray, white, black, and the dif- 
ferent 
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the legs, and the nails ; the black on the front 


on the tail, which is tipped with white, and 


middle ones are rather longer than thoſe toward: 


and ſcarce flexible; part of them project over 


The GARLU, or the YELLOW-BELLIED 


106 FOREIGN BIRDS 


ferent ſhades of violet, conſtitute all the Variety 
of its colours. The gray appears on the hill, 


the ſides of the head, and the throat; the white 
round the eyes, on the crown of the head, and 
on the nape as far as the origin of the neck, and 
alſo over all the lower part of the body; the 
violet lighter on the back and wings, and deeper 


compoſed f twelve quills, of which the two 


the ſide. 
The ſmall black feathers on its front are ſhort, 


the noſtrils, and the reſt are reflected, fo as to 
form a ſort of ruffled creſt . 


* Specific 8 © It 18 ſomewhat violet, white below, its 
£ neck and front black, its ns whate at the Up. It is thirteen 
inches long. 


VI. 


JAY of CAYENNE. 
Corvus e Gmel. 


This alſo 3 18 a native of Cayenne ; j ho 5 all 
the Jays it is the one which has the ſhorteſt 


wings; we ſhould therefore be the fartheſt from 
_ 


related to the J AY. 107 
ſuſpecting that it croſſed the Atlantic, eſpecially 
as it can ſubſiſt only in warm climates. Its feet 
are ſhort and ſlender. TI can add nothing with 
reſpect to its colours, but what the fight of the 
figure will ſuggeſt; and with reſpect to its 
habits, we are totally ignorant. We know not 
even whether, like the other Jays, it can erect 
the crown feathers. It is a new: ſpecies “. 


—_ Specific character: Above, it 1s duſky- greeniſh ; helow, 
yellow ; its chin and eye-lids white ; its wings and tail of a dulky- 
bluſh colour. It is nine inches | 


VII. 
The BLUE Jar of NORTH-AMERICA. 


Corvus C bara, Linn. and Gmel. 

Garrulus Canadenſis Cœruleus, Briſr. 

Pica Glandaria Criſtata, Klein. 

The Blue Fay, Cateſby, Edw. Penn. and Lath. 


This bird is noted for the fine blue colour of 
its plumage, which, with a flight intermixture 
of white, black, and purple, is ſpread over all 
the upper part of its body, from the crown of 
the head to the extremity of the tail. 

Its throat is white, with a tint of _ : N 


it is a kind of black gorget, and ſtill lower a 


reddiſh zone, which melts by degrees into the 
gray and white that predominate in the lower 
part of the body. The feathers on the crown 


of 
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ground as far as the nape, joins the branches 
formed by the ſmall feathers which cover the 


noſtrils. - 


the ſame petulance in its actions as the common 


by its duller colours. Admitting this, Cateſby's 


colours. 


F « by black tranſverſe lines, its body is cœrulean, its collar black.” 


\ 


„ 


of the head are long, and the bird raiſes them 
at pleaſure like a creſt, which is larger and 
more beautiful than in our Jay: this is termi- 
nated on the front by a kind of black fillet, 
which, ſtretching on both ſides over a white 


of the gorget. This fillet is divided. from the 
bottom 'of the upper mandible by a white line 


The tail is almoſt as ons. as the bird itſelf, 
and conſiſts of twelve ſtaged quills. 
Cateſby remarks, that the American Jay has 


Jay; that its notes are leſs diſagreeable, and 
that the female is diſtinguiſhed from the male 


figure muſt repreſent a female, and that of Ed- 
wards a male; but the age of the bird muſt 
alſo affect the vivacity and perfection of its 


This Jay is an from Ge and Ca- 
nada; and in thoſe countries it muſt be very 
common, for many are ſent to Europe 3 


* Specific chalice; « The coverts of the wings are marked 


It is twelve inches long. It feeds on fruits and berries, of which 
It generally waftes more than it conſumes. Tt lays, in the month 
of May, five or fix eggs of daſky olive, with ferruginous ſpots. 
It remains in the country the whole year. It 1s well known to 
ſailors by the name of Blue Bird, and ens brought to Britain 
From Virginia and the Carolinas. M 
17 
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The NUTCRACKER®. 


Le Caifſe-Noix, Buff. 

Corwvus Caryocatattes, Linn, and Gmel. 
Nucifraga, Brill. 

Caryocatactes, Geſner, Ray, and Will. 
. Merula Saxatilis, Aldrov. 


TY bird is den from 3 jays and 


1 magpies by the ſhape of its bill, which 1 is 
ſraighter, blunter, and compoſed 2 two un- 


equal pieces. Its inſtinct is alſo different, for 
it prefers the reſidence of bigh mountains, and 
its diſpoſition is not ſo much tinQured with 
cunning and ſuſpicion. However, it is "cloſely | 
related to theſe two ſpecies of birds; and moſt. 
authors not, fettered by” their ſyſtems, have 
ranged it with the jays and magpies, and even 
with the jackdaws , which, it is well known, 


bear a 8 ee to: he, en 5 but it is 


0 This put was cola; to . 98 tho? Geſner kan a” 
a compound Greek name Kagvoralaxinc, from zagua, a nut, and 
Yay 70 Kill: in Latin it is called Nucz Naga, Ofifragus ; and by 
ſome Turda Saxatilis, Pica Abietum Guttata (Stone: Thruſh, or 


ſpeckled Pine-Maz gpie): in Turkiſh, Garga : in German, Nie. | 
eſſcber, Nuſtrache (Nut-Crow), Nauen heyer (Fir-Jay), Stein- 2 


beer, Wald-ftarl (Wood- Stare), Turkiſcher-holft ſchreyer (the 
Turkiſh F oreſt-brawler) : in Poliſh, Kliſ, Grabuluſ : in Ruſlian, 


Kitebryz : in French, Pie Grivelce. 
F TO Turner, 8 Willughby, Linngus, Friſch, 
erde 
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cloſed ; becauſe in that ſituation the cavity of the palate, which | 


the bottom of the palate, and the ſides of the cap, are rougbenel 
with little points. 
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aſſerted that it chatters more than any of 
theſe. | a 


Klein diſtinguiſhes two varieties of the Nut. 


cracker ; the one, ſpeckled a (NE e has | 


ſtrong angular bill, a long forked tongue, ag in 
all the magpies; the other is of inferior ſize, 
and its bill (for he ſays nothing of the plumage 
is more ſlender and rounder, compoſed of two 
unequal mandibles, the upper of which is the 


longer, and. its tongue divided deeply, very 
ſhort, and almoſt loſt in the throat “. 


According to the ſame author, theſe two 
birds eat hazel-nuts; but the former break 
them, and the latter pierces them: they feel 


alſo on acorns, wild berries, the kernels of pine- 
tops, which they pluck dextrouſly, and even 
inſets. And laſtly, like the j Jays, the magpies, 
and the Jackdaws, they CONCEA) what they cane 


not conſume. - 


Beſides the brilliancy of the hs the 
Nutcracker is remarkable for the triangular white 
ſpots which are ſpread over its whole body, ex- 


cept the head. Theſe ſpots are ſmaller on the 


* Accordin 0 to Willughby, the tongue ſeems not capable df 
reaching farther than the corners of the mouth, while the bull i 


uſvally correſponds to the tongue, is then filled by, a protuberant } 
ridge of the lower jaw, which here fits this cavity. He adds, that 


= 70 
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upper part, and broader on the breaſt ; their 


ellect is the greater, as they are contraſted with 
the brown ground. 


Theſe birds are moſt attached. as I have ob- 
ſerved above, to mountainous dc A 
are common in Auvergne, Savoy, Lorraine, 
Franche- Compte, Switzerland, the Bergamaſque, 
in Auſtria in the mountains which are covered 
with foreſts of pines. They alſo occur in 
| Sweden, though only in the ſouthern parts of 


chat country“. The people in Germany call 


| them Turkey birds, Italian birds, African birds; 
which language means no more than that they 
are foreign Þ. 

Though the Nutcrackers : are not t kinds of paſ- 
ſage, they fly ſometimes from the mountains 
to the plains. Friſch ſays, that flocks of them 
are often obſerved to accompany other birds 
into different parts of Germany, eſpecially where 
there are pine foreſts. But in 1754, great 
flights of them entered France, particularly Bur- 
gundy, where there are few pines; they were 
ſo fatigued on their arrival, that they ſuffered 
themſelves to be caught by the hand f. One 
Was 


* « It inhabits Smoland, and rarely occurs elſewhere.” Fania | 
Suecica.—Gerini remarks that it is never ſeen in T aſcany. 
1 Fri. 

1 A ſkilful ornithologiſt of the town of "ERR (Dr. Lot- 
tinger, who is well acquainted with the birds of Lorraine, and to 
whom I am 1 indebted for many facts relating to their inſtincts, their 


1 habits, 
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was killed in the month of October that ſame 
year at Moſtyn in Flintſhire, which was ſup 
poſed to have come from Germany. We may 
remark, that that year was exceedingly Wa 
and hot, which muſt have dried up moſt of the 
ſprings, and have much affected thoſe fruits 
on which the Nutcrackers uſually feed. Be. 
ſides, as on their arrival they ſeemed to be fi- 
miſhed, and were caught by all ſorts of baits 
it is probable that they were conſtrained to 
abandon their retreats for want of ſubliſtence. 

One of the reaſons, it is ſaid, why the Nut. 
crackers do not ſettle and breed in the inviting 
_ climates, is the perpetual war waged againſt 
them by the proprietors of the woods, for the 
injuries which they commit on the large trees, 
by piercing the trunks, like the wood-peckers *, 
Part of 'them 1s foon deſtroyed, and the reſt is 


forced to ſeek an aſylum 1 in the deſert 8 of 
tected foreſts. #5 | 


| 


19 and Gels migrations), informs me, that in the ſame year 
(1754) flights ſo numerous of Nutcrackers paſſed into Lorraine, 
that the woods: and the fields were filled with them. Their ſtay 
laſted the whole month of October, and hunger had ſo much en- 
feebled them, that they were knocked down with fticks. The 
ſame obſerver adds, that theſe birds appeared again in 1763, but 
in ſmaller numbers; that their paſſage is always in autumn, and that 
fix or nine years commonly intervene between their viſits. This 
muſt be reſtricted to Lorraine ; for in France, elpe ca in Bur. 
| gundy, the Nutcrackers appear much auer. 


* Salerne. 5 


8 Nor 


Nor is this the only circumſtance in which 
they reſemble the Woodpeckers; they neſtle, 
like them, in the holes of trees, which, perhaps, 
they themſelves have formed ; for hs middle 
quills of the tail are alſo Se near the end *, 
which ſhews that they, as well as the wood- 
peckers, clamber upon trees. In ſhort, Na- 
ture ſeems to have placed the Nutcrackers 
between the Woodpeckers and the Jays; - and it 
W is ſingular, that Willughby has given them 
W this preciſe arrangement in his Ornithology, 
W though his deſcription ſuggeſts no relation be- 
W tween theſe ſpecies, 

W The iris is of a hazel-colour ; the bill, the 
feet, and the nails black; the ae und, 
ſhaded with whitiſh feathers, ſtraight, ſtiff, and 
projecting; the feathers of the wing and tail 
are blackiſh, without ſpots, but only terminated 
for the moſt part with white ; though there are 
W lone varieties in the different individuals, and 
in the different deſcriptions, which ſeems to 
confirm the opinion of Klein with regard to 
| the two races or varieties, which he admits into 
the ſpecies of the Nutcrackers. 


We cannot find, in writers of natural hiſ- 
tory, any details with regard to their laying, 
their incubation, the training of their young, 
the duration of their life, &c. for they haunt 


* Linnzus. _ 
VOL, III. 2 inac- 
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inacceſſible ſpots, where they en; ,07 undiſturke 
ſafety and felicity. [A] 


| [A] Specific characterof the Nutcracker, Corwus-Caryocatag, 
LIN N.: It is duſky, dotted with white, its wings and tail black, 
the tail-quills white at the tip, the middle ones worn at the tip! 
It is thirteen inches long. It inhabits Europe and the north d 
Aſia, but very ſeldom appears in Great Britain. 

M 


\ 


Fun 1 


The ROLLERS. 


| Les Rolliers, Buff. 
W ::ter, not upon one or two ſuperficial qua- 


Brifſon. 


and the Shaga-Rag of Barbary, mentioned by 


Dr. Shaw, to the ſame ſpecies. 2. I range to- 


gether the Abyſſinian and the Senegal Roller, 
quainted. 3. I claſs together the Roller of 
makes his twelfth and thirteenth Rollers ; and 


that of Goa, which Briſſon does not mention. 


cauſe it is a different bird, and is much more 
like the Cayenne Grevert, with which I ſhall 


EKA 


3 1 we regard the European Roller as the type 
3 of the genus, and reſt its diſtinctive cha- 


ities, but upon the general combination of its 
properties, we ſhall be obliged to make conſi- 


Ws Icrable changes in the enumeration Ven by 


= On this principle, which appears to be well 
W founded, I reduce, 1. The European Roller 


with which Briſſon ſeems not to have been ac- 
Mindanao; that of Angola, which Briflon 


4. 1 exclude from the genus of Rollers the fifth 
ipecies of Briſſon, or the Chineſe Roller, be- 


W clals it: I ſhall place both of them, under the 
common name of Rolle, before the Rollers, be- 
AI I 2 Eos cauſe 


1s Fir Nen 
cauſe they appear to form the intermediate ſhade 
between the Jays and the Rollers. 5. I transfer 
the Roller of the Antilles to the Jays, which is the 
ſixth ſpecies of Briſſon. 6. I leave among the 
birds of prey the NMæquaubtli, of which Briſſon 
has made his ſeventh ſpecies of Roller, by the 
- name of the Roller of New Spain, the hiſtory of 
which has been given after the Eagles. In fad, 
according to Fernandez, who is the original au- 
thor, and even according to Seba, who copies 
him, it is really a bird of prey, devouring hare 
and rabbits, and conſequently is very different 
from the Rollers. Fernandez ſubjoins, that itis | 
proper for falconry, and that its bulk is equal 
to that of a ram. 7. I omit alſo the Hoxets, 
or Yellow Roller i Briſſon, which I have 
ranged after the magpies, as being more related 
to that kind than to any other. Laſtly, I ex- 
clude the Ococolin of Fernandez, for the reaſons 
already ſtated in the article of the quails ; nor 
can I admit the Ococolin of Seba, which is very 
different from that of Fernandez, though it 
bears the ſame name; for it is of the ſize of a 
crow, its bill is thick and ſhort, its toes and 
nails very long, its eyes encircled with red pa- 
pillæ, &c. In ſhort, after this reduction, and 
the addition of the new ſpecies or varieties 
which have been hitherto unknown, the genus 
will conſiſt of two ſpecies of Rolles, and ſeven 
of Rollers with their varieties. 9 
e 54 The | 
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The CHINESE ROLLE. 


Coracias Sinenſis, Gmel. 
Galgalus Sinenſis, Briſſ. 
The Crag Roller, Lath. 


This bird has Arn noſtrils like the * 
and a bill reſembling theirs; but are theſe 
characters ſufficient to juſtify its claſſification 
with the Rollers? or are theſe not counter- 


balanced by more numerous and more im- 


portant differences? Its feet are longer, its 
wings ſhorter, and conſiſt of a ſmaller number 


of quills, and theſe differently proportioned * 
its tail is tapered, and its creſt is preciſely like 


that of the blue Canada Jay. Theſe circum- 


ſtances, but particularly the length of its wings, 
have induced me to aſſign it a place between 


the Jays and the Rollers f. 


* In the Chineſe Rolle, the wing conſiſts of eighteen quills, of 


which the firſt 15 very ſhort, and the fifth longer than the reſt, as 
in the Jay; whereas the wing of the Roller includes te Is 
quills, of which the ſecond is the longeſt. 


+ Specific character: It is green: 1 5 = 


„white; the tail wedge-ſhaped ; he up White.“ It is eleven 
inches and a half long. vey 
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The GRIVERT, or CAYENNE ROLLE. 


 Coracias C ayanenfe ts, Gel. 
The C ayenne Roller, Lath. 


This bird ought not to be ſeparated from the 
preceding, which it is entirely like, except be- 
cauſe it is ſmaller, and the colours of its plu- 
mage different. With regard to the inſtinets 
and habits of theſe birds, we can draw no com- 
pariſon, though the reſemblance in their exte- 


rior properties ſeeme to denote a radical « con- 
nection . 


* Specific der 1 Ii is of a duſky green; T9, 3 | | 


« white; the eye-brows white; the upper part of the throat 


« ſtriated both ways with black; ts tail 3 n 
5 nine 9 * | 


The EINTITATA ROLL 2. 


Re Ls Rollier — Buff. 


0 oracias-Garrula, Linn. and Gn 
+» Galgulus, Briſſ. 


a . dend 
gi 0 Nala, Friſch, 


he names of Straſburg Fay, Sa- Magi, 
Birch-Maghie, and German Parrot, which this 
bird 


+ Geſner was told that the German name Roller was expreſſive 
of its cry; Schwenckfeld ſays the ſame of Rache. One of them | 
eee 5 | muſt 
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bird has received in different countries, have 
been applied at random from popular and 


ſuperficial analogies. We need only view 
the bird, or even a good coloured figure of it, 


to be convinced that it is not a parrot, though 
there is a mixture of green and blue in its plu- 


mage; and a cloſer examination will inform 


us that it is neither a magpie nor a jay, though 
it chatters inceſſantly like theſe birds“. Its 
appearance and port are different; its bill is not 


ſo thick; its legs much ſhorter in proportion, 
ſhorter even than the mid-toe ; its wings longer, 


and its tail entirely of a different ſhape, the two 
outer quills projecting more than half an inch 
(at leaſt in ſome individuals) beyond the ſix 
intermediate ones, which are all equal in length. 
It has alſo a kind of wart behind the eye, and 


the eye itſelf is ſurrounded with a ring of * 


low naked ſkin f. 


The appellation of Straſburg TR is fil more 
abſurd; for M. Hermann, profeſſor of medicine 


and natural hiſtory in that city, writes me, 


muſt be miſtaken, and I am inclined to think that it is Geſner ; for 
the name Rache, adopted by Schwenckfeld, is more analogous 
with thoſe given to this bird in different countries, and which are 


probably derived from its cry. In German, Galgen-Regel, Halk- 
Regel, Gals-Kregel, Racher ; in Poliſh, Kraſta in Swediſh, 
Spanſe-Kraſka, It has alſo the following names in Germany: 
Heiden-Elfter, Kugel-Elfter, Mandel. Krae, Deutſcher-Papagey, Bir. 


Heber, (i. e. Heath-Magpie, nts - Magpie, Almond-Crow, Ger- 
man Popinjay, Birch-Jay. 205 
* Aldrovandus, + MP ERS | 
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120 GARRULOUS ROLLER. 
” The Rollers are ſo rare here, that ſcarcely 


e three or four ſtragglers are ſeen in the courſe 
« of twenty years.” One of theſe had been 


ſent to Geſner, who, not being acquainted with 
the fact, denominated it the Stra/ourg Fay. 


Beſides, it is a bird of paſſage, and performs 
its migrations regularly once a-year, in the 
months of May and September“; yet it is not 


ſo common as the magpie or the jay. It is 


found in Sweden F and in Africa ; but we 


muſt not ſuppoſe it ſettled in the intermediate 
regions. It is unknown in many parts of Ger- 
many {F, France, and Switzerland ||, &c. We 
may therefore conclude that, in its paſſage, it 


moves only in a narrow zone, from Smoland 
and Scania to Africa, There are even points 
enow given to mark nearly its tract through Sax- 
ony, Franconia, Suabia, Bavaria, Tirol, Italy J, 
Sicily *, and laſtly, the iſland of Malta f, 
which is a fort of general rendezvous for all 


Extract of a Letter from the Commander Godeheu of Riville, 
on the Migration of Birds, tom. iii. Memoires preſentes a Academie 
Royale des Sciences, p. 82. 1 

+ Fauna Suecica, No. 73. 
t Shaw's Travels. 8 Friſch. 
| ** It was caught with us in the middle of Auguſt I 561, and 


4% not known.” GESNER de Avibus. 


& *< I remember to have ſeen it once at Bologna.” 1d. 


2 «© We faw them for ſale on the ſtalls at Meſſina in Sicily.” 


WILLUGHBY. 
++ « We ſaw them expoſed for ale i in the 3 of Malta,” 


the 


GARRULOUS ROLLER: 12t 


FF birds that croſs the” Mediterranean. The 
one deſcribed by Edwards was killed on the 
rock of Gibraltar, whence it could wing its 
lofty * courſe to the African ſhore, It is alſo 
ſeen ſometimes in the vicinity of Straſburg, as 


and in the heart of France t; but theſe are 
probably young ones, which my from the 
main body. * 
The Roller is more wild chan the jay or 
the magpie: it ſettles in the thickeſt and the 


it ever been tamed or taught to ſpeak T. 1 

plumage is beautiful; it has an aſſemblage of 
the fineſt ſhades of blue and green, mixed with 
white, and heightened by the contraſt of duſky 


deſcription. The young do not aſſume the de- 


jays are decorated with their moſt beautiful 
feathers before they leave the neſt. | 


* Geſner. 


+ Ba1ss0n. M Lottinger informs me, that in Lorraine theſe 


numbers. He adds, that they are never ſeen but in autumn, 
no more than the Nuatcrackers ; and that in 1771 one was wounded 


thirteen or fourteen days without rtenance. 
1 Schwenckfeld, | 

Linnæus is the only one who ſays that its back is blood- 
coloured. Fauna Suecica, No. 73.—Was the ſubject that he de- 
ſeribed different from all thoſe deſcribed by other naturaliſt? 


we have already noticed, and even in Lorraine, 


moſt ſolitary woods; nor, as far as I know, pn 


colours d. But a good figure is ſuperior to any 


 licate azure till the ſecond year; whereas the 


birds paſs more ſeldom than the Nutcrackers, and in ſmaller 
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The Rollers build, when 1 it is in their power, 
on birches, and it is only when they cannot 
find theſe that they lodge in other trees“. 
But in countries where wood is ſcarce, as in 
the iſland of Malta and in Africa, they form 
their neft, it is ſaid, on the ground Te If this 
be a fact, it would follow, that the inftingy 


of animals. can be modified by ſituation, cli- 


. &c. 
Klein ſays, that contrary to what happens it in 


other birds, the young Rollers void their ex- 
crements in the neſt | ; and this circumſtance 
has perhaps given riſe to the notion that this 
bird beſmears its neſt with human ordure, as 


has been alleged of the hoopoe &; but this is 

inconſiſtent with its lonely ſylvan haunt, 
Theſe birds are often ſeen in company with 

the wood-peckers and crows, in the tilled 


_* Friſch. 
+ A ſportſman,” fays M. Godeheu, in a letter which { have 


5 already quoted, . aſſured me, that in the month of June he ſaw 


& one of theſe birds iſſuing from a bank of earth, where was a 
«« hole as large as the hand; and that having dug the ſpot in the 
25 direction of the hole, which went horizontally, he found, at the 
on depth of a foot or thereabouts, a neſt made of ſtraw and thorns» 


% in which were two eggs.” This account of the ſportſman, 
which would be doubtful if it were ſingle, ſeems confirmed by 
that of Dr. Shaw, who, ſpeaking of the bird known in Africa 

under the name of Shaga-Rag, ſays, that it makes its neſt on 
the brinks of rivers. Notwithſtanding, I am much afraid that 
there 15 ſome miſtake, and that. the King-fiſher was taken for the 


Roller, on account of the reſemblance of its colours. 
+ Ordo Avium, p. 62. 9 Schwenckfeld. 


= 
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grounds which are in the vicinity of their fo- 
reſts. They pick up the ſmall feeds, roots, and 
worms which the plough throws to the furface, 
and even the grain that is lately ſown. When 
this ſupply fails them, they have recourſe ta 
wild berries, caterpillars, graſshoppers, and 
even frogs . Schwenckfeld adds, that they 
ſometimes devour carrion; but this muſt be 
during winter, and only in caſes of abſolute 
want T; for they are in general regarded as 
not carnivorous, and Schwenckfeld himfelf re- 
marks that they are very fat in autumn, and 
then are good eating t, which can hardly be 
ſaid of birds that feed on garbage. 


The Roller has long narrow noſtrils placed 
obliquely on the bill near its baſe, and open; 
the tongue is black, not forked, but ragged at 
the tip, and terminated towards the root by 
two forked appendices, one on each ſide; the 
palate is green, the gullet yellow, the ventricle 
of a ſaffron colour, the inteſtines about a foot 
long, and the cæca twenty-ſeven lines. The 
wings extend twenty-two inches, each con- 

ſiſting of twenty quills, or, according to others, 
of twenty- three, the ſecond of which is the 

longeſt of all. Laſtly, it is obſerved that 


Klein, Willughby, Schwenckfeld, Linnæus. 
+ If they rake among garbage in ſummer, it muſt be wn 
inſects. 


Friſch compared a den to chat off the ring-dove. | 
wherever 
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wherevie theſe quills are black on the outlide, 
they are blue beneath, 

Aldrovandus, who ſeems to have been wel 
acquainted with theſe birds, and who lived in 
a country which they inhabit, aſſerts that 


the female differs much from the male, its bill 
being thicker, and its head, neck, breaſt, and 


belly of a cheſnut colour, bordering on aſh- 
gray, while the correſponding parts in the male 


are of the colour of the beryl, with different 


reflections of a duller green. I ſuſpect that 
the two long outſide quills of the tail, and the 


warts behind the eyes, which appear only in 


ſome individuals, are the attributes of the male, 


as the ſpur in the gallinaceous tribe, the long 


tail in the peacocks, &c. A] 


0 Willughby, Schwenckfeld, Briſſon. 


TA) Specific character of the Garrulous- Roller, 0 
rula, LIN N.“ It is ſky-blue, its back red, its tail-quills black.“ 


Its eggs are of a pale green, with numerous dull (pots, and of 
the bulk of a pigeon's. It 1 is ſeldom or never ſeen in x Great 


Britain. 


VARIETIES of the ROLLER. 


Dr. Shaw mentions, in his Travels, a bird 
of Barbary, called by the Arabs Shaga- Rag, | 
which is of the bulk and ſhape of the jay, but 
with a ſmaller bill and ſhorter feet. 5 

| e 


% 


VARIETIES of the ROLLER. 1126 


The upper part of the body of this bird is 
brown; the head, neck, and belly of a light green, 


and on the wings, as well as on the tail, are ſpots 


of a deep blue. Dr. Shaw adds, that it makes 


its neſt on the banks of rivers, and that its 155 


Is ſhrill. 
This ſhort deſcription agrees ſo wel with our 


Roller, that we cannot doubt but the Shaga- 


Rag belongs to the ſame ſpecies; and the re- 
ſemblance which the name bears to moſt of the 
German appellations of the Roller, derived from 
its voice, adds to the n * 


Mr. Latham conjectures that the Sie is the ſame 


zun the Variety of the Abyflinian Roller, afterwards de- 
ſeribed. 
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tween the European and Angola Rollers. The 
point of its upper mandible is very hooked. [t 
18 ned a new ſpecies. 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE ROLLER. 


The ABYSSINIAN ROLLER. 


Ceracias Abyſfinica, Gmel. 


E bird is, in its plumage, much like the | 


European Roller; only its colours are more 
lively and brilliant, which muſt be aſcribed to 


the influence of a drier and hotter climate. On 
the other hand, it reſembles the Angola Roller, 


by the length of the two fide feathers of its tall, 
which project five inches beyond the reſt. In 
ſhort, this bird ſeems to occupy a place be- 


VARIETY if the ABYSSINIAN ROLLER. 


We may conſider the Senegal Roller as a va- 


riety of that of Abyſſinia, | The chief differ- 
ence between them is, that in the Abyſſinian 


bird 


FF A Vw”. a” * 


FOREIGN BIRDS, We, by 


bird che orange colour of the back does · not 
extend, as in that of Senegal, ſo far as the 


which would not be ſufficient to conſtitute two 
diſtinct ſpecies, eſpecially as they belong to 
nearly the ſame climate, as the two lateral quills 
are double the length of the intermediate ones, 
as in both the wings are ſhorter than thoſe of 
the European Roller; and laſtly, as they are 
alike in the ſhades, the luſtre, and the diſtri- 
bution of their colours. 


tailed Indian Roller of oben ; and the . Roller of 
Latham. | | 


II. 


The ANGOLA ROLLER, or the MIN- 
DANAO ROLLER. 


Theſe two Rollers reſemble each * FI ex- 
actly, that it is impaſſible to ſeparate them. 


only by the length of the exterior quills of its 
ones, and hy {light variations of colour. But 
differences ſo minute may be the effect of age, 


8 Briſſon, 


neck and the hind part of the head: a difference 


This 18 the Coracter Senogalenf s of Gmelin, the 8 


That of Angola is diſtinguiſhed from the other 


tail, which is double that of the intermediate 


of ſex, Or even of moulting; and the inſpec- | 
tion of our figures, Bay, the deſcriptions of 


— — 


r —— ——— ee ae ——— 
— — 

_ — 1 — > nm * 
2 — — 2 


- — „ 
— — — 


of the body, with ſome tints of violet on the 


123 FOREIGN BIRDS related to 


Briſſon, who makes two ſpecies of them, will 
confirm our conjecture of the identity of the 
two ſpecies. They are both nearly of the bulk of 

the European Roller, have the ſame general ſhape, 
its bill ſomewhat hooked, its naked noſtrils, 
its ſhort legs, its long toes, its long wings, and 
even the colours of its plumage, though dif- 
ferently diſtributed: they are always blue, 
green, and brown, which are ſometimes dif. 
tint, ſometimes mixed, melted together, form- 
ing many intermediate ſhades, and having va- 
rious reflections. The bluiſh - green, or ſea 
green, is however ſpread on the crown of the 
head; the brown, more or leſs intenſe, and 
more or leſs greeniſh, covers all the fore-part 


throat; and the blue, the green, and all the 
| ſhades which ariſe from their mixture, appear 


on the rump, the tail, the wings, and the belly: 


only the Mindanao Roller has under its breaſt 
a kind of orange tincture, which is not found 
in that of Angola. 
To this opinion it will be objected, perhaps, 
chat the kingdom of Angola is at a great diſ- 
tance from Bengal, and ſtill farther from the 
Philippines. But is it impoſſible, or is it not 
natural, that theſe birds ſhould be ſpread through I 
the different parts of the ſame continent, or the 
neighbouring iſlands, which are connected with 
it N by the continuation of the ſame 
chain, 


the ROLLER. 9 


chain, eſpecially i in climates fo nearly alike? Be- 
ſides, we cannot always expect the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous exactneſs in thoſe who 1 import the produc- 
tions of foreign countries; : and the intercourſe 


the globe is ſo extenſive and multiplied, that 


| been carried to Guinea, and afterwards imported 
as a native of Africa. Admitting this, if we 
aſcribe the ſlight differences between the Roller 
of Mindanao and that of Angola to the effect 
| of age, we muſt reckon the latter the older; 


 thers do not appear till the ſecond year; and 
male, when it differs from the female, is diſ- 


perior richneſs of plumage 7. 


* Specific chain ser of the 1 Roller, which is the Co. 
tham :=* It is ſomewhat fulvous; below, cœrulean; the neck 
„ ſtriated below with pale violet; the outmoſt quills of the tail 


very long.“ 


racias- Bengalenſis of Gmelin; the Bengal Pie, or Jay, of Albin; 


66 che tail entire.“ 


„ v$& O77 (CO 


£ , 


of European veſſels with the various regions of 


| a bird found in the Eaſt Indies, might have 


or if we impute them to the diſtinction of — n 
we muſt conſider it as the male: for we know 
that in the Rollers, the fine colours of the fea- 


it is a general principle, that in all birds, the 


tinguiſhed by an exuberance of growth, Or a ſu- : 


racias-Caudata of Linnæus, and the Long-tailed Roller of La- 


Specific character of the Mindanao Roller, which i is the 8 . 


and the Bengal Roller. of Latham: It 1s ſomewhat fulvous ; 
below, cœrulean; the neck ſtriated beneath with pale violet; "If 
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VARIETY of the AN GOLA and MINDAN4A9 
„ „ 42: : 4 


The Royal Cabinet has lately received fron 
Goa a new Roller, which is very like that of 
Mindanao. It differs only by its ſize, and by 
a ſort of collar, like wine-lees in colour, which 
graſps only the hind part of the neck, a little 
under the head. It has not, any more than the 
Angola Roller, the orange eincture of the Min- 
danao Roller; but if in this reſpect it differs 
from the latter, it is ſo much the more allied 
to the former, which is certainly of the ſame | 
ſpecies. 


AIL- 
The KOLLER of the IN DIES. 


0. gracias Orientalis, Gmel. 
Galgulus Indicus, Briſſ. 
TDbe Oriental Roller, Lath. 


This Roller, which is the fourth of Bun 
differs leſs from the preceding in the nature 
of its colours, which are always blue, green, 
brown, &c. than in the order of their diſtribu- 
tion; but in general its plumage is more duſky, 


its bill 3 is alſo broader at the baſe, more _—_ 
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and of a yellow colour : laſtly, of al the Rollers 
it has the longeſt wings. 

M. Sonerat has lately ſent to the Royal Cabinet 
a bird, which is almoſt in every reſpect like the 
Indian Roller; only its bill is ſtill broader, and 


for this reaſon it has received the epithet of 


large-toad-mouthed : but that appellation would 
better ſuit the Goat-ſucker 5 


* Specific aer: It is green, its throat Uriated with 


« cœrulean; its tail-quills black at the tip. It 1 is of _ bulk of 


« they Jays being ten. parhes and a half long.” 4.2 
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The MADAGASCAR "ROLLER. 
 Coracias Madaggfearinſs Gmele 


This 93 differs from all che n in 
ſeveral properties: its bill is thicker at the baſe, 
its eyes are larger, its wings and tail longer, 
though the exterior pupils of the latter do not 
laſtly, the plumage 


project beyond the reſt: 


is of an uniform purple- brown, excepting only 


that the bill is yellow, the largeſt quills of -the 


wings black, the lower belly of a light blue, 


the tail of the ſame colour, edged at its extre- 
mity with a bar of three ſhades, VIZ. purple, 


light blue, and dark purple approaching to black. 
It has all the other characters which belong to 
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1322 FOREIGN BIRDS :related to 


the Rollers; ſhort feet, the edges of the upper 
mandible fratloped near the point, the ſmall 


feathers which reflect from its baſe, and 12 


naked noſtrils, &c. 


= RT 
The MEXICAN ROLLER. 


Coracias Mexicanus, Gmel. 


W Mexicanus, „ Briſſ. f 


This is the Mexican Black-bind of Seba, 
which Briſſon makes his eighth Roller. 1 
would require the inſpection of it to fix its true 
ſpecies; for this would be difficult, from the 


| ſhort notice given by Seba, who 1s here the 


original author. I place it among the Rollers, 


| becauſe I know of no reaſon to exclude it; ! 


therefore follow the opinion of Briſſon, till 


more perfect information confirm or deſtroy 
the temporary arrangement. The colours are 
different from thoſe which are common in the 


Rollers. The upper part of the body is of a | 


dull gray, mixed with a rufous tint, and the 


under of a light gray, with ſome marks f 


fire - colour K. 


10 Specific character: — ““ It is of a 1 ; below, and on | 


* the wings, of a dilute gray mixed with flame: colour. ah * 1s 
much 3 than a thruſn. qt 


VI. The 


* % OT us 


VI. 
The PARADISE ROLLER. 


| Oriolus Aureus i Linn. and Gmel. 
Paradiſea Aurea, Lath. 

Ickericus Indicus, Lath. 

The Golden Bird of Paradi Jes Edw. 


J place this bird between the Rollers and. the 
Birds of Paradiſe, as forming the ſhade which 
connects theſe two kinds, becauſe it ſeems to 
have the ſhape of the former, and to reſemble 
the latter by its ſmallneſs, and the ſituation” of 
the eyes under and very near the junction of 
the mandibles, and by a ſort of natural velvet 
which covers the throat and part of the head. 
Beſides, the two long quills of the tail, which 
ſometimes occur in the European Roller, and 
which are much longer in that of Angola, is 
another analogical character that connects the 
genus of the Roller with that of the Bird ' 
Paradiſe, : 

The upper part of the body of this bird is of 
a vivid and brilliant orange, the under of a fine 
yellow ; it has no black but under the throat, 
on part of the ſhoulders, and on the quills of 
the tail, The feathers which cover the hind 
part of the neck are long, narrow, flexible, and 


recline on each ſide over the lateral parts of 
the neck and breaſt. 
K 3 7 The 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, Ie. 


The feet and legs had been torn from the 
ſubject deſcribed and deſigned by Edwards, 23 
if it had been a real Bird of Paradiſe; and this 


circumſtance probably led that naturaliſt to re- 


fer it to that genus, though it has none of the 
principal characters. The quills of the wings 
were wanting, though thoſe of the tail were 

complete; they were, as I have faid, twelve 


in number, and terminated with yellow. Ed- 


wards ſuſpects that the quills of the wing are 


alſo black, whether becauſe they are of the ſame 


colour with thoſe of the tail, or that they were 


wanting in the individual which he ' obſerved; 
for dealers in birds, in drying the ſpecimens, 


pluck all the feathers which are of a bad colour, 
to increaſe the beauty of the plumage *. 
| » Specific character: It is of a fulvous-yellow ; its bridle, 


the upper part of its throat, the primary coverts, and the tips 
of the tail-quills, black.“ It is eight inches long. 
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The GREATER BIRD 
PARADISE“. 


L' Oiſeau th Paradis, Buff. "IO 

Paradiſea Apoda, Linn. and Gmel. 
Manucodiata, Briſſ. | 

Taras on _ cube, Seba, Wormius p ac. 


T* 18 ſpecken Is” more et for the ficti- 


tious and imaginary qualities aſcribed to 
it, than for any real and remarkable properties. 


The name of the Bird of Paradiſe commonly 
ſuggeſts the idea of a bird which has no feet; 


which flies conſtantly, even in its fleep, or at moſt 
ſuſpends itſelf but for a few moments from the 


branches of trees, by means of the long. fila- 
ments of its tail f; which copulates in its 


flight, like certain inſects, and lays and hatches 
in a way unexampled in nature ; which lives 


7 only on vapour and dews, and which has the ca- 


vity 


i ” 


„ In Latin, Apis Indica, Avis Dei, Parvu: Pavo, Pave In- 


dicus, Manucodiata, which the Italians have adopted, Manucodiata 


Rex, Manucodiata Longa, Hippomanucodiata, Hirundo Ternatenfix : 
in German, Luft-Vogel (Sky-Bird), Paradi lh in Portugueſe, 
Paſſares de Sol G . of the e 

1 Acoſta. | . 

t To give an air of probabllty to 5 © wala the ab, in 
is alleged, has on its back a cavity, where the female depofita 
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vity of its abdomen entirely filled with fat, in. 
ſtead of ſtomach and inteſtines “, (which would 
be quite ſuperfluous, ſince it eats nothing, and 
therefore needs not to digeſt or to void:) in 
ſhort, which has no exiftence but motion, no 
element but air, where it is ſupported as long az 
it retains breath, as fiſh are buoyed up in water, 
and which never touches the ground till after 
death f. 

This monſtrous heap of adſurdities | is only a 
chain of conſequences juſtly drawn from a ra- 
dical error, that the Bird of Paradiſe has no 
legs, though it is furniſhed with even dur 
large ones 7. 

The fact 8 is, that the Indian merchants, 
who trade with the feathers of this bird, or the 

_ Towlers 


in her abdomen; and that the ſitter might maintain — ur 
they entwine themſelves with their long filaments. Others have 
ſaid, that they neſtle in the terreſtrial paradiſe, and hence their 
name. See Maſæ um Mormianum, p. 294+ 
* Aldrovandus. _ | 
-+ The-people of India ſay, that they are always found wit 
their bills pitched 1 into the ground. Navigations aux Terres Ai 
trales, tom. ii. p. 2 32. Lt fact, their bill ma ny fall 
foremoſt. 
84 Barrere, Who ſeems. on this . to ſpeak only 5 con- 
jecture, aſſerts, that the Birds of Paradiſe have legs ſo ſhort, and 
ſo thickly clothed with feathers to the toes, that one ſhould 
ſuppoſe them to have none at all. It is thus that, tw to ex- 
plain one miſtake, he falls into another. 
The inhabitants of the Arou iſlands believe that theſe birds are | 
hatched with legs, but apt to loſe them, either from diſeaſe or 
old age. If this were true, it would at once explain and. excuſc 
the error. Ste the obſervations, of J. Otto Helbigins Called. 
Acad. 
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fowlers who ſell them, are accuſtomed, whether 

for the ſake of preſerving and tranſporting the 

ſpecimens with more eaſe, or perhaps of coun- 
tenancing an error which is favourable to their 

intereſt, to dry the bird with its feathers, after 

having previoully ſeparated the thighs and ex- 

tracted the entrails. This practice has been ſo 

long continued, as to have ſtrengthened the 

prejudice to ſuch a degree, that thoſe who firſt 
aſſerted the truth "_ as uſual, regarded as un- 
worthy of credit * | 
The fable, that this! Bird of Paradiſe conti- 
nually flies, derived an appearance of probabi- 
lity from the conſideration of the quantity of 
feathers with which it is furniſhed ; for beſides 
thoſe common to other birds, it wi many long 
feathers, which riſe on each fide between the 
wing and the thigh, and which, extending 
much beyond the true tail, and mingling with 
it, form a ſort of falſe tail, which many ob- 
ſervers have miſtaken. Theſe /ubalar feathers 
are what the naturaliſts term decompoſed ; they 
are very Vee apo ppg and form a bunch 
Acad. partie Tenn. tom. Ul. p. 448.) If what Olaus Warmins 
(Myſzeum, p. 295.) aſſerts were a fact, that each of the toes of 
this bird has three articulations, this fingularity would be ſtill 
greater; for in almoſt all birds, the number of Joints 1s dif- 
ferent in each toe, the hind one having two, including that of 


the nail, and of the fore-toes, the inner r having three, the mid- 
one four, and the outer five. 


Antonius Pigafetta falſely aſcribes to their legs a palm of 
length.“ Aldrovandus, tom. i. p. 807. 
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and much ſought after. It is not more than 
rope for the ſame purpoſes as thoſe of the 


liancy . them elegant ornaments. But the 
e of Aſia aſcribe to them miraculous vir- 


only the middle ones; they never appear in the others, be- 
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almoſt devoid of weight, and atrial ; they wit 
therefore increaſe the apparent bulk of the bird + 


diminiſh its ſpecific gravity, and thus affift ; 1 g 
ſupporting it in the air. But if the wind be 1 
contrary, the abundance of plumage will rather t 
obſtruct its motion; accordingly it is obſerved, i 
that the bird of Paradiſe avoids the bluſterin f 
gales f, and commonly ſettles in countries the p 
leaſt ſubject to them. 
Theſe feathers are of the number of forty or a 
fifty on each ſide, of unequal lengths; the t 
greater part ſpread under the true tail, and 
others lie over it, without concealing it ; for 
their texture is delicately flender, and almoſt 
tranſparent, which 1s very difficult to repreſent 
in a figure. 


Theſe feathers are nr e in a India, 
a century ſince they were employed in Eu- 


Oſtrich ; and, indeed, their lightneſs and bril- 


tues, which give them a new value in the eyes 
of the vulgar, and have procured the bird the 
appellation of the Bird of God. 


* It is faid to appear as large as a pigeon, though it exceeds 
not the bulk of a blackbird. 
+ The Arous conſiſt of five iſlands, and theſe birds inhabit 


cauſe, being naturally weak, they cannot withſtand high v winds. 


Next 
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Next to this, the moſt remarkable property 
of the Bird of Paradiſe is thoſe two long fila- 
ments which take their riſe- above the true tail, 
and extend more than a foot beyond the falſe 
tail, formed by the ſubalar feathers, _ Theſe, 
indeed, are real filaments only at their middle; 


are furniſhed with webs of the ordinary breadth. 
In the females: the extremities are narrower, 


tinction between it and the male * 

The head and throat are . with a ſort 
of velvet, formed by ſmall erect feathers, which 
are ſhort, ſtiff, and cloſe; thoſe of the breaſt 
and back are longer, but always ſilky and ſoft 
to the feel. They are all of different colours, 
which vary according to the poſition and the 
light in which they are viewed. 0 8 

The head is very ſmall in proportion to the 
body; the eyes ſtill ſmaller, and placed very 
near the opening of the bill. Cluſſus reckons 
only ten quills in the tail; but this aſſertion 
was certainly not founded on the examination 


the plumage of a bird brought from ſo great 
a diſtance be entire, eſpecially as it is ſubject 


* 'The ink of the country ſay, that the females are 
imaller than the mates, according to J. Otto gs 


in 


for at their origin and their termination, they 


which, according to Briſſon, is the only diſ—- 


of a living ſubject, and it is doubtful whether 


to an annual moulting, which laſts ſeveral 
months. During that time, which en 
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in the rainy ſeaſon, it lives concealed ; but, in 
the beginning of Auguſt, after backing, its 
feathers are reſtored, and in the months of Sep- 
tember and October, in which calm weather 


Europe *. 


for the Bird of Paradiſe, it probably ſubſiſts on 
ſome aromatic productions ; at leaſt it does 


on red berries, which grow on a very tall tree. 


flies T; and Bontius, that it ſometimes preys 


Indians watch it in flender huts, which they 
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prevails, it flies in * like the . in 


This beautiful * is not much | diffuſed it 
is almoſt entirely confined to that part. of Afia 
which produces the ſpiceries, and eſpecially the ve 
iſlands of Arou. It is known allo in the part of 
New Guinea oppoſite to theſe iſlands ; but the 
name which it there receives, Wee 
ſeems to indicate its natal ſoil. 

Since warm regions of ſpices alone are proper 


not live ſolely on dew. J. Otto Helbigius, 
who travelled into India, tells us, that it feeds 
Linnzus ſays, that it ſubſiſts on large butter- 


on ſmall birds. Its ordinary haunt is the 
woods, where 3t perches on the trees, and the 


ed — oo == 


w Mete 
+ Pee remarks, that the Paradise Bird is very fond of 
nutmegs, and that it reſorts to eat them in the ſeaſon; that it 
paſſes in flocks, like-thoſe which we obſerve of the thruſhes in 
the time of vintage, and that they are intoxicated by the nutmegs, 
and drop down. Voyage des Indes, tom. ili. P · 369. 
# Syſtema Naturæ, Edit. x. p. 110. 


attach 
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attach to the branches, and ſhoot it with their 
arrows of reeds *, It flies like the ſwallow, 
whence it has been called the Ternate-/wal- 
ln f; though others ſay, that its ſhape, indeed, 
reſembles the ſwallow, but that it flies higher» 
and always ſoars in the atrial regions . 

Though Marcgrave ranges it among the 
birds of Brazil, there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that it exiſts in America; at leaſt no European 
veſſels have ever imported it from © thence. 
Beſides, that naturaliſt does not, as uſual, men- 
tion the name which it receives in the language 
of the Brazilians, and a bird, clothed in ſuch 
delicate ſwelling plumage, could not traverſe 
the wide expanſe of ocean which divides the 
equatorial parts of the two continents. © 

The ancients ſeem to have been totally un- 
acquainted with the Bird of Paradiſe : no men- 
tion is ever made of its rich decorations. Belon 
pretends. that it was the phoenix of antiquity ; 
but his opinion is founded on the fabulous 
qualities of both d. The phoenix, too, appeared 


. Soth open the belly PR a ts” as ſoon as they drop, an 
having detached the entrails with a part of the fleſh, they in- 
troduce into the cavity a red-hot iron; after which they dry the 
bird in the chimney, and ſell it for a low price to the merchants. 
HeLB1Gyvus. 

+ Bontius. 

i Nawig, aux Terres Auſtr. tom. ii. p. 2 52. 


$ © It has a golden brilliancy about its neck ; its other parts 
are purple, ſays Pliny, ſpeaking of the Phenix; then he 
adds, © no perſon ever faw it feed.” Lih. x. 2, 
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in Arabia and Egypt, while the Bird of pa. 
radiſe has remained always attached to the 
Oriental parts of Aſia, which were very little 
| known to the ancients. lit 


Cluſius mentions, on the authority of ſome 
mariners, who themſelves learned the fact from 
report, that there are two kinds of this bird; 
the one large and beautiful, which inhabits the 
iſlands of Arou; the other inferior to it in ſize 
and elegance, which is ſettled in the country of 
the Papous, next Gilolo“. Helbigius, who 
heard the ſame in the iſlands of Arou, adds, | 
that the Birds of Paradiſe of New Guinea, or 
of the Papous, differ from thoſe of Arou, not 
only in point of ſize, but alſo in the colours of 
the plumage, which 1s white and yellowiſh, 
I ſhould regard theſe authorities as ſuſpicious, | 
and inſufficient to found any general conclu- 
fon. The dried ſpecimens indeed, which are 
brought to Europe, preſent great diverſity of | 
appearance; in fize, in the number and po- 
ſition of the feathers, in the colours of the 
plumage, &c. But, in ſuch mutilated and im- 
perfect preparations, it is impoſſible to decide 
what muſt be aſcribed to the effect of age, of 
ſex, of ſeaſon, of climate, and of other acci- 


dental cauſes. Beſides, the Birds of Paradiſe 


J. Otto Helbigius ſpeaks of the ſpecies which is found n 
New Guinea, as not having in its tail the two long filamenis 
which appear in that of the ſpecies of the Arou iſlands. | 


4 being 


1 
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being very expenſive articles of commerce, 


many other birds, with long tails and an ele- 


gant plumage, have been paſſed on the credu- 


ſity of the public, and the legs and thighs 


pulled off, to conceal the fraud and enhance the 
rice. We have already had an example in 
the Paradiſe Roller, mentioned by Edwards, on 
which the honours of mutilation had been con- 
ferred. I have myſelf ſeen ſeveral paroquets, 
promerops, and other birds, which had been 
thus treated, and many ' inſtances are to be 
found in Aldrovandus and Seba: and it is 


very common to disfigure the real Birds of Pa- 
radiſe, with a view to add to their value. 1 


ſhall therefore take notice only of two principal 


ſpecies of theſe birds, without venturing to 
vouch for the accuracy of that diviſion till new 


obſervations illuſtrate the matter *. 


* Specific RE 4-7 of the 5 iſea Juda of hinxzvs: — 


The feathers on the flanks are . than the bodys” the two 


e middle OY "ou and hairy.“ 3 
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3 The MANUCODE, 


1 | T 7 Parad; ;ſea e Gmel. 

4 9 Manucodiata Minor, Briſſ. 

{i 8 Rex Avium Paradi iſearum, Gaza, Seba, Cluſus, &, 
| The King's Bird, Forreſt, 

| To Ty Paradiſe Bird, Lath. 


ny hens ne n—t — — 
—— ̃  — — —— — 
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— 


8 


- ADOPT this name from the Indian e 
tion Manucodiala, which ſignifies Bird if 
Gid It is uſually called the King of the Bird; 
of Paradiſe ; but this appellation is drawn from 
fabulous accounts. Cluſius was informed by 
the mariners, from a tradition which prevailed 
in the Eaſt, that each of the two ſpecies of the 
Birds of Paradiſe had its leader, whoſe imperial 
mandates were received with ſubmiſſive obe- 
dience by a numerous train of ſubjects : that 
his majeſty always flew above the flock, and 
iſſued orders for inſpecting and taſting the 
ſprings, where they might drink with ſafety, 
&ec. * This ridiculous fable is what alone con- 
ſoles. Nieremberg for the loſs of the multitude 

of vulgar opinions which Cluſius has eraſed 
from the N of birds; th and this, by the 
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* This may allude to the method 7 which the people of India | 
| ſometimes take whole flocks of birds , by poiſoning the fountains 
to which they reſort and drink, 
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ways may ſerve to fix our idea of that com- 
piler's judgment. 

The King Bird of Paradiſe reſembles 8 
the reſt. Like them, his head is ſmall, his eyes 
ſtil! ſmaller, placed near the corner of the 
opening of the bill; his feet pretty long and 


| that they are ſhorter, and their extremity, 
which is furniſhed with webs, forms a curl, 


peacock k. He alſo has beneath the wing, on 
long as thoſe of the Bird of Paradiſe, and of 
a different ſhape, for they are edged through 
ments. The Manucode is ſmaller, the bill white 
and long in proportion; the wings are alſo 


| longer, the tail ſhorter, and the noſtrils are co- 
vered with feathers. 


did not conſider that in a dried ſpecimen theſe 


as a ſingularity, that in ſome the two filaments 


* Collection Academique, tom, i wit. Part. Etran. p. 449 · | 
VOL. Ht, oP L 2 often 
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firm; the colours of his plumage gloſſy; the 
two filaments of his tail nearly ſimilar, except 


by rolling into itſelf, and is ornamented with 
pangles, reſembling in miniature thoſe of the 


each ſide, a bunch of ſeven or eight feathers, 
which are longer than in moſt birds, but not ſo 


their whole extent with webs of adhering fila= 


Cluſius counted only thirteen quills i in 3 
wing, and ſeven or eight in the tail; but he 


might be complete. The ſame author remarks 


of the tail croſs each ner; ane 5 might 
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flexibility and their length 2 


The MAGNIFICENT BIRD OF PARADISE+ 


| the diſtinctive character of this bird, appear be- 
hind the neck and at its origin. The firſt con. 
| fiſts of ſeveral narrow feathers of a yellow co- 
lour, marked near the point with a ſmall black 
dinary, ſtand erect, thoſe near the head at right 


inclinations. | 


| ſame way of unwebbed feathers, but which 1 longer, and 
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often happen from aceident, confidering their | 


* Specific 8 of the Para 70 1 of 8 8 
« The two middle tail-quills are thread- __ their tip of 1 
«& weten ſhape, and POE ed, 


* ; 


I. Magnifique de la. Nowvelle Guinte, ou Le Manucods d Bougui, 
. 
Para ifea Magnifica, Gund. 


The two tufts (bouquets ) which I regard a 


ſpot, and which, inftead of lying flat as or-) 


angles, and the ſucceeding ones with. ſmaller 


Under the firſt tut we pereelve a ſecond, 
which is larger, but not ſo much raiſed, and 
more reclined : it is compoſed of long detachet 
filaments, which ſprout from very ſhort ſhafts, 
and of which fifteen or twenty Join together 


+ This bird Ls Ga e to the Manucediats-Cirrhel 
of Aldrovandus. The latter has a ſimilar tuft, formed in tie 


its bill and tail are much longer, 
forming 
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forming ſtrawy- coloured feathers. Theſe fea- 
thers ſeem to be cut ſquare at the end, and 
make angles, more or leſs es with the ** 
of the ſhoulders. 

' This ſecond tuft is bounded on the ght and 
left by common feathers, variegated with brown 
and orange, and 1s terminated behind by a 
reddiſh and ſhining brown ſpot, of a triangular 
ſhape, with the vertex turned towards the tail, 
and the filaments of the feathers looſe and de- 
compoſed, as in the ſecond tuft. 


Another characteriſtic feature of this bird is 
the two filaments of the tail, which are about 
a foot long and a line broad, and of a blue co- 
lour, changing into a lueid green, and taking 
their origin above the tail. So far they much 


eeſemble the filaments of the preceding ſpe- 


cies, but are of a different form, for they do 
not end in a point, and are furniſhed with 
webs on the middle only of the inner fide. 


The middle of the neck and breaſt is marked 
from the throat by a row of very ſhort fea- 
thers, diſplaying a ſeries of ſmall tranſverſe 
lines, which are alternately of a fine light 
green, changing into dive, and of a _ duck- 
green, 

Brown is the prevailing colour on the lower 
belly, the rump, and the tail; ruſty yellow is 
that of the quilts, the wings, and of their co- 
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its bill is ſimilar, and the feathers of the front 


that has been eſtabliſhed of theſe birds by one 
of our moſt intelligent ornithologiſts +. 


cloſe, and very ſoft to the touch. They form 
a ſort of velvet of a changing colour, as in al- 
moſt all the Birds of Paradiſe, and of a browniſh 
ground. The throat is alſo covered with velvet | 


feathers ; but theſe are black, with golden green 
| refleftions. LA]! 


ec ſcarlet above; the upper part of its throat green, with golden 


verts; but the quills have more than one brown 
ſpot at their extremity, at leaſt this is the caſe 
in the ſpecimen preſerved in the Royal Cabinet; 
for it may be proper to mention that the long 
quills of the wings, as well as the feet, have 
been removed “. 

This bird is rather larger than the 3 


extend over the noſtrils, which they partly 
cover: this is inconſiſtent with the characder 


The feathers of the head are ſhort, ſtraight, 


* I know not wh they the individual obſerved by Aldrovandus 
had the number of wing-quills very complete ; but this author 
ſays that theſe quills were of a blackiſh colour. 


+ The feathers at the baſe of the bill turned banks and 3 
the W bare. BR ISsso Nm. 


[A] Specific character of the Paradifia Magnifica :—# It b 


tc creſcents; the neck bearing a bunch of yellow feathers.” 


LG 


The BLACK MANUCODE of NEW 
GUINEA, called the SUDVERB. 


Paradif ta Superba, Gmel. 
The Superb Paradiſe Bird, Lath. 


The predominant colour of the plumage of 


this bird is a rich velvet black, decorated under 
the neck with reflections of deep violet. Its 
head, breaſt, and the hind part of its neck, are 
brilliant, with the variable ſhades of a fine green; 
| the reſt is entirely black, not even excepting 


the bill. 
place this bird immediately after the Birds 
of Paradiſe, though it wants the filaments of 


| the tail; but we may ſuppoſe that moulting, or 


| ſome accidental cauſe, is the reaſon of this de- 


fet; for in other reſpects it reſembles theſe 


birds, not only in its general ſhape, and in that 
of its bill, but is alſo related by the identity 


of claws, by the richneſs of its colours, and 
2 certain ſuperabundance or luxuriancy of fea- 


thers which is peculiar to the Birds of Paradiſe : 


tor there are two ſmall tufts of black feathers 


which cover the noſtrils, and two other bunches 
of the ſame colour, but much longer, and di- 
rected to the oppoſite extremity. Thele rife on 
the ſhoulders, and ſpreading more or leſs over 


| the backs but always bent backwards, form a 
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tee THE SIFILET. 


ſort of wings, which extend almoſt to the ex. 
tremity of the true, when theſe are cloſed. 

We muſt add, that theſe feathers are of un. 
equal lengths, and that thoſe of the anterior 
ſurface of the neck and the ſides of the breaſt 
are very long and narrow. 1A] 


[A] Specific character * the Paradiſia Superba * It iz 
«« ſomewhat creſted with a gold-green; below, it is a lively 
ec green; the upper part of the throat TROY: its want black; 
* its tail blue and ſhining.” 


The SIFILET, or MANUCODE with Six 
Filaments. 

; Paradiſea Aurea, Gmel. 

The Gold-breaſted Bird of Paradiſe. 


If we adopt the filaments as the ſpecific cha- 
racer of the Manucodes, the. preſent is entitled 
to be ranged at their head ; for inſtead of two, 
it has fix, and of theſe not one riſes on the 

back, but all of them take their origin from the 
head, three on each ſide. They are half a foot 
long, and reflect backwards. They have no 
webs but at their extremity for the ſpace of fix | 
lines, and theſe are black and pretty long. 

Beſides theſe filaments, this bird has two 

properties which belong to the Bird of Pa- 


radiſe; ruianey of feathers and richnek of 
colours 
The 


The cl of feathers conſiſts; ; 4; los 


ſort of tuft compoſed of ſtiff narrow feathers, 
and which riſes at the baſe of the upper man- 
dible. 2. In the length of the feathers of the 
belly and of the abdomen, which is four inches 


or more; one part of theſe feathers, extending 


directly, conceals the under- ſide of the tail, while 
another part, riſing obliquely on each ſide, co- 
vers the upper ſurface of the tail as far as the 
third of its length, and all of them correſpond 
to the ſubalar feathers of the Bird of Paradiſe, 
and of the Manucode. 


With regard to the plumage, the moſt bril- 


liant colours appear on the neck ; bebind, it is 


gold-green and bronze violet ; before, topaz- 


gold reflections, which wanton in all the ſhades 
of green, and derive new luſtre from the con- 


traſt with the darkneſs of the contiguous parts; 


for the head is black, changing into a deep 
violet, and the reſt of the body is brown, in- 
clinkbe to black, and with refleQions of the 


lame deep violet. 


The bill of this bird is nearly the FEAR as in 
the Birds of Paradiſe ; the only difference is, 
that its upper ridge is angular and ſharp, while 


in moſt of the other kinds 1 it 1s rounded. 


Nothing can be ſaid with reſpect to the feet 


and the wings, becauſe they were extirpated 
in the ſubject from which this deſcription is 


drawn ; a Practice which, as we have re- 
L 4 Dag marked, 
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marked, is uſual with the Indian hunters Or 
merchants. [A] 


[A] Specific character of the Paradiſea Aurea :;—« It; 8 | 
«© cruſted with black; the top, the cheeks, and the upper part 
« of its throat are gliſtening violet; the reſt of the throat, the 


4 1 


” breaſt, and the ſpot on the neck, e 25 


bl 


The CALYBE of NEW GUINEA? 


Parad; 165 viridis, Gmel. 
The Blue Green Paradiſe Bird, Lach. 


If chis bird has not the Juxuriant plumage df 


the Paradiſe tribe, it has at leaſt the rich co- 
lours and the peculiar ſoftneſs of texture. 
Its head is covered with a beautiful blue 


velvet, changing into green, and exhibiting tie 


reflections of the beryl. The neck is clothed 
with a longer ſhag, but which dazzles with the 
ſame colours, except that each feather, being 
of a ſhining black in the middle, of a green 
changing into blue only at the edges, there re- 
ſult waving ſhades, which play ſtill more than 
thoſe of the head. The back, the rump, the 


tail and the belly are blue, like poliſhed * 


and with W brilliant reflections. 


* The r name Calybẽ, or Calybete, was given by Daubenton the 


younger, to expreſs the chief colour of its plumage, which 152 
bronzed ſteel. To the ſame gentleman we owe the elements of the 


deſcriptions of theſe four 1 new ſpecies, 
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The ſmall velvet feathers on its forehead 
project forwards as far as the noſtrils, which 
are deeper than in the preceding Kind. The 
bill is alſo longer and thicker, but it is of the 
ſame ſhape, and its edges are ſcalloped in the 


{ame manner near the point. Six quills only 


are reckoned in the tail, but pms, it was 
not entire. 
In the ſubject on which this deleription | is 


founded, as well as thoſe of the three preceding 


deſcriptions, a ſtick was paſſed through their 


whole length, and projected two or three inches 
out of the bill ®, In that ſimple way, and by 


extirpating the feathers which would ſpoil the 
effect, the Indians can in an inſtant form an 
elegant ſort of plume with any ſmall bird which 


they meet. But the ſpecimens are thus de- 


ranged, and their proportions altered. On this 
account it was difficult to diſcover in the 
Calybe the inſertion of the wings; inſomuch 


that credulity might have allerted that this . | 


had neither feet nor wings. | 

The Calybe differs from the Manucodes more 
than the preceding : for this reaſon I have ranged 
it in the laſt place, and beſtowed on it a Par- 
ticular name . | 


of the king's cabinet of natural hiſtory. 


+ Specific character of the Paradiſea Viridis ;— Tt is ſea- 


« green; its back, belly, rump, and tail, ſteel-coloured. 2 "it 
is ſixteen inches long. 


They were brought from India by M. Sonnerat, correſpondent 
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The OX-PECKER. 


Le Pique-Beuf, Buff. 

Buphaga Africana, Linn. and Gmel. 
Buphaga, Briſſ. 
The African Beef-eater, Lath. 


1 the firſt who has deſcribed this 
N little bird, which Adanſon brought from 
Senegal. It is ſcarcely larger than the creſted 
lark, and its wings extend only fourteen inches. 
Its plumage has nothing remarkable; in general | 
a grayiſh brown prevails on the upper part of 
the body, and grayiſh yellow on the under, | 
The bill is not of an inyariable colour; in ſome | 
individuals it is entirely brown; in ottiers red | 
at the point, and yellow at the dae in all it 
is nearly of a quadrangular ſhape, and the points 
of the two mandibles are reffected in a contrary 
direction. The tail is tapered in ſteps, and | 
a fingular circumſtance is obſerved, that the 
twelve quills, of which it conſiſts, are all 
pointed. Laſtly, the firſt phalanx of the ex- | 
| terior toe is cloſely connected to that of the | 
1 «mid-toe. 10 
Ik᷑gmhis bird is very fond of certain worms, or 
the larvæ of inſecte, which lodge under the epi- 
dermis in oxen. It alights on the backs of 
Fe theſe animals, aud pierces their ſkin with its 
[| bill, to extract theſe Worms; and hence: 18 Y 
| name. | 
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The COMMON STA RE 


L' Etourneau, Buff. . 9 

Sturnus Vulgaris, Linn. Gmel. Scop. Kram, xe. 

Sturnus, Geſner, Belon, Aldrov. Briſſ. &c. | 
The gs. or PRs Will. 1 1 Sibb. Alb. Penn, ue. 


Fs birds are ſo generally known, eſpecially 
in the temperate climates, as the Stare; for 
as it is a conſtant reſident of the diſtrict where 
it ſettles T, and as it can be trained in the do- 
meſtic ſtate, its habits have been obſerved, 
whether when ſubjected to reſtraint, or en 
without controul. 


The Blackbird is that, of all the feathered 
race, which the Stare reſembles the moſt ; their 


. In Greek 225» whence 4 name for Granite, \agoriors the 
ſpotted ſurface of that ſtone reſembling the plumage of the Stare; 
it had alſo the appellations, Area, Bales, Tous; Or onus 3 in 
Latin, Srurnus or Sturneilus : in Hebrew, Safir, or Zezir 2 in Ara- 
bic, Alzarazir, Zarater, Azuri in Italian, Sturno, Storno, Store 
nellio e in Portugueſe, Sturnins: in Spaniſh, Effornino; in German, 
Staar, Starn, Spreche, Rinder-Starn (Ox- Stare): in Flemiſh, 
Spreu de, Sprue in Poliſh, Szpak, Spatret, Szpaczieck, Sharzek. 

+ In the colder countries, however, ſuch as Sweden and Swit- 
_ zerland, it is migratory. It deſcends after the middle of ſum- 
„ mer into the low lands of Scania,“ ſays Linnæus, Fauna 


Suecica, p. 70.2: © when they leave our ret 5 8 Gelger, 
de Avibus, p. 745» 


young 
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young can hardly be diſtinguiſhed “: but afte 
their characters are developed, the Stare 
found to be diſtinguiſhed by the ſtreaks and re. 
flections of its plumage; by the blunter forn 
of its bill, which is broader, and not ſcallopet 
near the point ; and by the greater flatneß 
of its head, &c. But another very remarkable 
difference, and which is derived from A more 
intimate cauſe is, that the ſpecies - of the Stare 
is ſolitary in Europe; whereas the ſpecies of the 
Blackbird are extremely numerous. 
There is another circumſtance alſo in which 
theſe birds are analogous; they never change their 
reſidence during the winter. They only ſec 
for thoſe ſpots in the tract where they are ſettled 
that have the beſt aſpect, and are in the neigh- 
bourhood of ſprings ; with this difference, 
however, that the Blackbirds {till continue to 
live ſolitary ; whereas the. Stares aſſemble after 
the breeding ſeaſon, in very numerous flocks: 
theſe ily in a peculiar manner, which would 
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=® Br Lon. 80 exaRt is the reſemblance between the young 
10 theſe two ſpecies, that I once knew a law-ſuit grounded upon 
The appellant produced a well trained blackbird, and de. 
——_ the recompence ſtipulated fof rearing and educating it; 
but the defendant inſiſted, that the young bird which he 152 com. 
mitted in charge was a Stare. 
+ Barrere ſays, that the Stare has a 9 bil. He 
muſt at leaſt allow that the angles are very round. 
t This has probably led Ariſtotle to ſay, that te Stare con: 
cons itſelf well in winter. 
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em to be directed by a ſort of tactics. It is 
the voice of inſtin& which inceſſantly impels 
the Stares toward the centre of the battalion, 
while the rapidity of their motions hurries them 
beyond it; a fort of vortex is thus formed, 


denſer at the middle, and rarer near the verge; 


and the collective body performs an uniform 
circular revolution, and at the ſame time con- 
tinues to make a progreſſive advance. This 
mode of flying has its advantages and its incon- 


veniencies. The rapacious tribe is diſconcerted 
by the whirling of the Stares, alarmed by their 
noiſy cries, and deterred by the appearance, of 

order. But the danger is increaſed of falling a 


prey to the arts of man : the bird-catcher fixes 


a packthread beſmeared with bird-lime to each 
foot, and. thus diſcharges one or two Stares ; 


theſe mingle in the Hock of their companions, 


and in their frequent gyrations and rencounters | 
entangle others, and a number of victims, after 
waſting their efforts, tumble headlong to the 


ground. 


The evening is the time when the Stares aſ- 
ſemble in the greateſt numbers, to provide more 
elfectually againſt the dangers of the night; 
which they commonly ſpend among the reeds, 
whither they haſten about the cloſe of the day, 


in a noiſy flight „ They chatter much in the 


* OLina, He compares the noiſe of their paſſage Hcg 
the air to the Ou: of hail, 
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em to be directed by a ſort of tactics. It is 
the voice of inſtin& which inceſſantly impels 
the Stares toward the centre of the battalion, 
while the rapidity of their motions hurries them 
beyond it; a fort of vortex is thus formed, 
denſer at the middle, and rarer near the verge; 
and the collective body performs an uniform 
circular revolution, and at the ſame time con- 
tinues to make a progreſſive advance. This 
mode of flying has its advantages and its incon- 
veniencies. The rapacious tribe is diſconcerted 
by the whirling of the Stares, alarmed by their 
noiſy cries, and deterred by the appearance of 
order. But the danger is increaſed of falling a 
prey to the arts of man : the bird-catcher fixes 
a packthread beſmeared with bird-lime to each 
foot, and thus diſcharges one or two Stares; 
theſe mingle in the flock of their companions, 
and in their frequent gyrations and rencounters 
entangle others, and a number of victims, after 
waſting their efforts, tumble peace to the 
ground. 5 IF 
The evening is the time when the Stares aſ- 
ſemble in the greateſt numbers, to provide more 
elfectually againſt the dangers of the night; 
which they commonly ſpend among the reeds, 
whither they haſten about the cloſe of the day, 
in a noiſy flight *. They chatter much in the 


* OLina, He compares the noiſe of their paſſage through 
the air to the 2 of hail. 


evening 
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they not only join thoſe of their own ſpecieg, 
but alſo birds of a different kind. In the ſpring, | 


with the crows and jackdaws, and even with | 
the red-wings and field-fares, and ſometime; | 
wb Whom." 20 SE > Er 


March. Violence decides their choice: they | 


in providing for the reception. They often 


which often retaliates in its turn. When they / 
would conſtruct one for themſelves, they only Y 
heap a few dry leaves, ſome herbage or mols, I 


bed the female drops five or ſix eggs, of a 
- greeniſh aſh-colour, and covers them for the 
| ſpace of eighteen or twenty-one days. Some- 
times ſhe hatches in dove-cotes, in the roofs of 


on the ſea-coaſt, as in the Iſle of Wight and 
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evening and morning, at the forming and dil. 
perſing of their forces; are leſs clamorous during 
the reſt of the day, and quite ſilent during the | 


80 attached are the Stares to ſociety, that 


before the breeding ſeaſon, they often aſſociate 


Their loves commence about the end of 
continue as noiſy as ever; their twitter is in- | 
ceſſant; and to ſing and toy ſeem then their 
ſole occupation. The care of the expected pro- 


geny ſucceeds ; but they are not over- anxious 


take poſſeſſion of the neſt of a wood-pecker, 


in the hole of a tree or of a wall. In this artleſs 


dwelling-houſes, and even in the holes of rocks 


| - *Y 
in Z 
. 4 
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a other places . I have ſometimes received, in 
the month of May, neſts which were pretended 
to belong to the Stare, and to be found in trees; 
hut as two of them reſemble exactly thoſe of the 
Thruſh, I ſuſpect that the perſons whom I em- 
ployed wanted to impoſe on me, unleſs we ſup- 
pole that the Stare had diſpoſſeſſed the Thruſh, 
1nd occupied its place. In ſome caſes, however, 
they make their own neſts ; a ſkilful obſerver 
told me, that he has ſeen ſeveral of them on the 
ame tree. The young continue long with their 
mother, which would make me doubt the aſſertion 
of ſome authors r, that the Stare hatches thrice 
a- year; except this relate to warm countries, 
where the progreſs of incubation and of growth 
is rapid. 

The feathers of the "ROW are in bend long 
and narrow, as Belon deſcribes; their colour is 
at firſt of a blackiſn- brown, uniform, and without 
ſtreaks or reflections. The ſtreaks begin to ap- 
pear after the firſt moulting, emerging about 
the end of July, on the lower part of the body, 
then on the head, and towards the 20th of 
Auguſt, are ſpread over the upper part of the 
body. I always mean the young Stares, Which 
were hatched in the beginning of May. 

I have remarked, that in this firſt moulting, 
the feathers which ſurround the baſe of the 


* Britiſh Zoology. 


1 Tt has two of three hatches annually, each confifling of 
& four or five young.“ Or » Uccelliera, 


bill, 
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bill, dropped almoſt all at once, ſo that this 
part was bald during the month of July “, ag it 
happens conſtantly in the rook through the reſt 
of the year. I alſo obſerved that the bill waz 


almoſt all yellow on the 15th of. May; this 


ſoon changed into a horn colour, and Belon | 


aſſures us, that in time it becomes orange. 


In the males, the eyes have a larger ſhare of 
brown, or it is more uniform ; the ftreaks 
of the plumage more diſtin and yellower; 


and the dark colour of the feathers which are 
not ſtreaked is brightened by more vivid re- 


flections, that vary between purple and deep 


green. Beſides, the male is larger, weighing 


three ounces and a half. Salerne adds, another 


_ diſtinguiſhed character of the ſex is, that the 


tongue is pointed in the male, but forked in the 


female. It would appear that Linnzus had 
| ſeen it pointed in ſome individuals, and forked 


in others J. In thoſe which came under my 
examination, it was forked. 
The Stares live on ſnails, worms, and cater- 


Pillars; eſpecially on thoſe large caterpillars of 


* I know not why Pliny, ſpeaking of the Stares , ſays, 


**. theſe loſe not their feathers.” Lib. x. 24. 


+ © The female has a little mail in the pupil of the eyes, 


e, which in the male is entirely black.“ OL INA .— Willughby 
ſeems alſo to allade to this ſough on the eye: © The irides ate 


&« hazel, the upper part whiter,” where he muſt probably | mean | 
the female. : 


t Lingua Acurd. Syſt. Nat. Edit. x,—Lingua 2 Fauna 
Suecica. 
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fine green, with reddiſh reflections, which ap- 
pear, in the month of June, upon the flowers, 
and chiefly upon the roſes. They feed alſo on 
wheat, buckwheat, millet, panic, hemp-ſeed, 
der-berries, olives, cherries, raiſins, &c. It 
b pretended that the laſt is what corrects beſt 
the natural bitterneſs of their fleſh, and that 
cherries are what they are the fondeſt of *, 
and theſe afford an almoſt infallible bait br 
weel-nets, which are laid among the reeds, where 
they retire in the evenings; and in this way 
an hundred may often be caught in one night: 
but this diverſion laſts no longer than the ſeaſon 
ol cherries. 
They are fond of following oxen and other 
large cattle as they feed in the meadows, at- 
tracted, it is ſaid, by the inſets which flutter 
round them, or by thoſe, perhaps, which ſwarm 
in their dung, or in meadows in general. From 
this habit is derived the German name Rinder- 
garen. They are alſo accuſed of feeding on 
the carcaſſes that are expoſed on gibbets ; but 
It 18 probably i in ſearch only of inſets. I have 
raiſed ſome of theſe birds, and have obſerved, 
that when bits of raw fleſh were offered to 
* Schwenckfeld, Salerne, &e. Cardan ſays, that to ſweeter 
the fleſh of Stares, we need only cut off their head as ſoon as they 
e killed: Albin directs them to be flayed : others allege, that 
the mountain Stares are better taſted than thoſe of the plains. But 
theſe authors can only mean the young birds, for the fleſh of the 


old ones is always bitter and unpalatable, 
+ Aldrovandus, 
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them, they fixed on the prey with great avidity, | 


not graſp it with their claws, and pluck it like 


of bathing too often during the winter, 


in *. Many are alſo caught by the gin and 


of their neſts, or rather their holes; for the ar- 


\ 
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If they were preſented with the flower-cup of z 
pink, containing ſeed already formed, they did | 


the jay, but ſhook it and ſtruck it againſt the 
bars in the bottom of the cage, till the grains 
dropped out. I remarked alſo, that they drank 
nearly like the gallinaceous tribe, and took great 
delight in bathing. It is probable that one of 
thoſe which I raiſed died of cold, in conſequence 


Tpheſe birds live ſeven or eight years, or even 
longer, in the domeſtic ſtate. The wild ones WM 
cannot be decoyed by the call, becauſe they re- | 
gard not the ſcream of the owl. But beſides the 

contrivance of the limed threads and the weel- | 
nets, which I havealready mentioned, a method 
has been fallen on to take entire families, by fix- | 
ing to the walls and the trees where they lodge 
pots of earthen ware of a convenient form, 
which the birds often prefer to place their neſts | 


draw-net. In ſome parts of Italy it is com- 
mon to employ tame weaſels to drag them out 


tifice of man conſiſts in employing one enſlaved F 
race to extend his dominion over the reſt. 
The Stares have the membrana nictitans; their 
noſtrils are half-ſheathed by a membrane; the 


* Olina and Schwenckfeld, 
12 legs 
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legs are of a reddiſh brown *; the outer toe is 
connected to the mid one as far as the firſt pha- 
mx ; the hind nail is ſtronger than the reſt ; 

the gizzard is preceded by a dilatation of the 
eſophagus, is a little fleſhy, and contains ſome- 
times ſmall tones. The inteſtinal tube is twenty 
inches in length, from the one orifice to the 
ther ; the gall-bladder is of the ordinary ſize; 


the cæca very ſmall, and placed nearer the anus 


than is common in birds. 
In diſſecting a young Stare, one of thoſe which 


[ had raiſed, I remarked that the contents of 


the gizzard and of the inteſtines were entirely 


black, though it had been fed on bread and milk 
only. This circumſtance denotes an abundance 


of black bile; and at the ſame time accounts for 
the bitterneſs of the fleſh of theſe birds, and the 


uſe which has been made of their excrements in 


the preparation of coſmetics, 

The Stare can be taught to ſpeak either 3 
German, Latin, Greek +, &c. and to pronounce. 
phraſes of ſome length. Its pliant throat ac- 


| commodates itſelf to every inflexion and every 


accent. It can readily articulate the letter R f, 


* Iknow not why Willughby ſays that “ the legs are feathered 


* to the toes.“ 1 never found this in any of the Stares which 
[ examined, 


+ © The young Cefars had a Stare and Nightindaldh docil in 


* the Greek and Latin languages, and which made continual pro- 
* greſs, and afſiduouſly prattled new phraſes of conſiderable 


* length.” PrIN T, lib. *. 43 
. Scaliger. 
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and acquires a fort of warbling which is much 
ſuperior to its native ſong *. | 
This bird is ſpread through an extenſive range 
in the ancient continent. It is found in Sweden, 
Germany, France, Italy, the Iſle of Malta, the 
Cape of Good Hope r, and every where nearly 
the ſame; whereas thoſe American birds which 
have been called Stares, preſent a great diverſity | 
of appearance. A 


* Sturnus pifitat ore, ifitat, piſiſtrat: It was thus that the Latin; | 


| expreſſed the notes of the Stare. See the Author of Philomela, 


IF Kolben. 


[A] Specific character of the Stare, Sturnus Vulgaris, Ling, 
—— Its bill is yellowiſh, its body black, with white points.“ 
It is near nine inches long, and its, alar extent fourteen inches, 


The male weighs three ounces, the female ſomewhat leſs. 


. 


VARIETIES of the STARE. 


Though the Stares retain uniformiy che ori- 


ginal impreſſion, they are not entirely exempted 
from the tendency to variety in nature; but the 


varieties which occur are always ſuperficial, and 
often confined to individuals. The following 


have been noticed by authors: | I 
I. The WHITE. STARE of Aldrovandus $4 


with fleſn- coloured oe and a reddiſh yellow 


I Sturnus 4 oats: var. 1. Linn, hd Gmel. ; 3 dur Alu, 


ll, | 
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jill, as in the common kind after they have 
grown old. Aldrovandus ſays, that it was taken 
long with the ordinary Stares ; and Rzaczynſki 
informs us, that in a certain part of Poland * it 
was uſual to Tee a Black and a White Stare riſing 
from the ſame neſt, Willughby alſo ſpeaks of 
two White Stares which were obſerved i in Cum- 
berland. 

II. The BLACK and WHITE STARE.— To 
this variety J refer; 1. The White- headed Stare 
or Aldrovandus : In this bird, the head, the 
bill, the neck, the whole of the under part of the 
body, the coverts of the wings, and the two 
exterior quills of the tail, were white; the other 
quills of the tail, and all thoſe of the wings, 
were as in the ordinary Stare; the white of 
the head was ſet off by two ſmall black ſpots 
placed above the eyes, and the white of the un- 
der part of the body was variegated with bluiſh 
ſpots. 2. The Pied Stare of Schwenckfeld, in 
which the top of the head, the half of the bill 
next the baſe, the neck, the quills of the wing, 
and thoſe of the tail, were black, and all the reſt 
white. 3, The Black-headed Stare, ſeen by Wil- 
ughby, the reſt of the body entirely white ; 


* Near Ca 


T Sturnus V ulgari 25, var. 3. Linn. and Gmel. ; 3 Sturnus Linas. 
Phalus, Briſſ. 


| Sturnus vulgaris, v var. 2. Linn. and Omel.; Sturnus Leucome- 
la, Briſſ.; the Black and White Starling, Will. 
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166 VARIETIES of the STARE, 


III. The GREY CINEREOUS STARFx , 
Aldrovandus . This author is the only perſyy 
who has ſeen one of that colour, which is nothing 
but black melted with white. It is eaſy to con. 
ceive how theſe varieties might be multiple 
from the different diſtribution of the black a0 
white, and from the numerous ſhades of gry 
which reſult from the different proportions i 
which the two original colours enter into th 
mixture. i 


* Sturnus V ulgaris, var. 4. Linn. and Gmel ; Sturnus Cinry, 
Briſſ. „ . 


= 
— 
——k 


SDS — r as # wb — - — , 
7 * s Were Rs os ag IS P ˙ ona 
—.— — — — — — — 2 IEF — = = = — —— a 
- 


—— 


FERC 


- EE Cn —y( iD nit 
Vande 
— . —-— 


= 
N —— — * >, | - . a — — N 
8 — - = - — * 3 . _ - * 1 1 "A Sed war. zz. 1 - 
bs aac. Wind — - i — Vin. — 
a a5 — - 0 - J by 7 — 3 *. — y j P - £ h — * 1 . = 
0 * 5 : k * a 22 2 , — — 5 EG — — — — rr - > > - : * % 

dat 2 1 2 "I PE — a 2 5 © OS, ant Ira S - SES "2" <2 8 — - > 9 — —— — — * — — 'E . — 

7777000 ee Cen c Ep 2 IE AS I I ES : * n | a 


1 167 J 


FOREIGN BIRDS, 
RELATED TO THE STARE, 


FO I. 
The CAPE STARE, or the PIED STARE. , 


Sturnus Capenſis, Linn. & Gmel. 
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„ | 3 . 

TY African bird reſembles in its general 1 

ſhape the Common Stare, and the black and - 
; 


white colours of its pn are diſtributed as: $48 
in the Magpie. 1 oy | 11 
Were it not that its bill is thicker and longer Fi 
than in the European Stare, we might regard it = 
as merely a variety, eſpecially as our Stare is to | 
be met with at the Cape of Good Hope; and 19 
this variety would coincide with the one already — 
mentioned, in which the black and white are 1 
diſtributed in large ſpots. The moſt remark- Wan 
able character in this bird is a very large white 3100 
ſpot, of a round ſhape, placed on each fide of 
the head, and which ſtretches forward to the 
baſe of the bill, and incloſing the eye ſhoots into 
a ſort of appendix, variegated with black, that 
deſcends along its neck. » 
This bird is the ſame with Edwards's Black and 
White Indian Starling, Pl. 187.3 with Albin's 
M 4 Hf Contra 
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rieties; but Gmelin is rather diſpoſed to form them into a new 
ſpecies, the Sturnus Contra, whoſe character 1s, “ duſky, with à 


allied to our Stare, The under part of its body 


__---- FOREIGN BIRDS. 


Contra of Bengal, vol. iii. PL 361 with Brif, 
ſon's Cape of Good Hope Stare, vol., il. 
p- 448. ; and even with his ninth tropic bird. 
He acknowledges this, and reQihes it, p. 5,, 
of the Supplement; and conſidering the chag, the 
of incomplete deſcription, and of mutilated 
figures, which diſgraces Natural Hiſtory, he is 


certainly excuſable. To avoid confuſion, there. ex 


fore, it is of the utmoſt importance to collate the 
different names which have been beſtowed on a 
bird by different authors, and at different 
times 28 


* Specific character of the Cape Geary, — "Tt Is blackih, 
« the ſides of the head and the under part of the body white,” 
The other birds mentioned are conſidered by Mr. Latham as vas 


#*# ſpot on the eye, a ſtripe on the wing, and the belly all white,” 


0 
{ 
II, 

The LOUISIANA STARE, or the 
STOURNE. | 


Sturnus Ludovicianus, Linn, & Gmel, 


I have applied the name of Stourne, which is 
formed from the Latin Sturnus, to an American 
bird, which, though conſiderably different, i 


s yellow. The moſt characteriſtic marks of 
this bird, in reſpect to colour, are, 1. A blackiſh 
plate inden with gray at the lower part of 
the neck, and riſing diſtinctly out of the yellow 
ground. 2. Three white bars on its head, which 
riſe from the baſe of the upper mandible, and 
extend as far as the occiput ; the one reſts on the 
top of the head, while the two others, which are 


In general this bird reſembles the European 
Stare, by the proportions of its wings and tail, 
and alſo by the diſperſion of theſe colours in 


| Soo 
A correſpondent of the Cabinet informs us, 
that Louiſiana is much incommoded by clouds 


the ſpecies of this article &. 


* Specific character of the Louſſß dana Stare“ It is ſpotted 
| © with gray and duſky, a line on the head, and the OY 
Gs white; the upper park of its throat black.“ 


III. The 


related to the STARE. 159 


is gray, variegated with brown, and the upper 


parallel to it, ſtretch on each ſide over the eyes. 
ſmall ſpots: its head is like wiſe flat, but 1 its bill 


of theſe Stares; which would ſhow that their 
manner of dpi reſembles that of the European 
fort, But we are not very certain if he means 
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170 FOREIGN BIRDS 


III. 


The TO LOGAN A“. 


Sturnus Obſeurus, Gmel. 
Sturnus Nove Hiſpanie, Briſf. 
The Brown-head Stare, Lath. 


The ſhort account which Fernandez has piven 
of this bird is not only incomplete, but care- 
leſsly drawn up; for though he ſays that the 
Tolcana is, in ſize and figure, like the Stare, he 
afterwards adds that it 1s rather ſmaller. Yet he 
is the only original author from whom we can 
obtain information with regard to this bird, and 
on his evidence Briſſon has ranged it among the 
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. Stares. It appears to me, however, that theſe 
1 two authors adopt very different. characters of 
| . the Stare: Briſſon, for inſtance, makes it the 
5 diſtinguiſhing feature of the genus, that the bil 


| is ſtraight, blunt, and convex ; and Fernandez, 
[| | ſpeaking of a bird of the T: bat or Stare kind, 
mentions, that it is ſhort, thick, and rather 
1 hooked ; and in another place he refers the 
118 ſame bird named Cacalotototl to the genus of the 
Raven (which is called Ow in the Mexican 


* F a from the Mexican name Tolocatzanatl, "which 55 
hes Reed- are, 


lan guage), 


= ues". x: 4 32 — 
— — 3 K —ͤ —— TE SEES 


related to tha STA RE. 12 


language), and to that of the Stare . The ar- 

rangement of the Tolcana is therefore not deter- 

mined ; I have retained its Mexican name, with- 

out venturing to Pronouns whether it is a Stare 
or not, 

This bird 1 is, like the European a of 
places abounding in ruſhes and aquatic plants. 
Its head is brown, and the reſt of its plumage 
black. It has no ſong, or even cry, In that 
it partakes of the qualities of many other Ame- 
rican birds, which are more remarkable for the 
richneſs of their plumage than the ſweetneſs of | 
their warble f. 
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® « Cacalotototl, or Raven Bird, ſcems to | belon g to the genus 
« Tzanatl of the Stares.. - 
This bird has, according to F Herne Tn a * plumage in- 
clining to blue, the bill entirely black, the iris orange, the tail 
long, the fleſh bad to eat, and no ſong. It loves temperate and 
warm countries. From this ſhort ſtatement, it is difficult to decide 
whether the bird in queſtion be a Raven or a Stare. | 
+ Specific character of the Sturnus Ort: * It! is black, | 
6e its head * 1 


IV. 


The CACASTOL:. 


Sturnus Mexicanus, Gmel. 
Cotinga Mexicana, Briſſ. 
The Mexican Stare, Lath, 


[ here range this bird on the very n 
authority of Fernandez, and the analogy Which 


t The Mexican name is Caxcaxtototl;' it is alſo called Huei- 


e Tæanail in the Mexican language correſponds to our 
tare, s 2 75 ; Ly 4 4%. treat 1 a 74 2 4 | 
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who conceives it to be a Cottinga, hag dan 


Stare than to the Cottinga. Beſides, the Ca- 


ferent food; it likewiſe inhabits the temperate 
and warm regions. It is indeed a bad ſinger, 
but we have ſeen that the native notes of the 


if it were carried into America, we may pre- 


dulation *. 


e blue, variegated with black.“ 92 


1 FORETIGN SN Ds 
its name bears in the Mexican language to that 
of the Stare; nor am I acquainted with any 
European bird to which I can refer it. Briflon, nc 


obliged, in order to ſupport his preconceptions, CC 
to reject from the deſcription of Fernandez, al. 
ready too ſhort, the words which indicate the 
lengthened and pointed ſhape of its bill; this 
ſhape being really related more cloſely to the 


caſtol is nearly of the bulk of the Stare; and, 
like that bird, it has a ſmall head, and is indif. 


European Stare are not very captivating z and, 


ſume that its imitation of the harſh muſic of the 
foreſt would ſoon deſtroy every harmonious mo- 


@ Specific character of the Sturnus Meiicanus : yur It 1 15 y- 


1 
. 1 A L OTA. 


The broad bill of this bird might lead us to 
ſuſpe® that it is not a Stare; but if what: Fernan- 
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- od 


+ This word is 9 fv the Mexican name n 
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dez ſays be true, that its habits and inſtincts are 
the ſame with thoſe of the other Stares, we can 
not heſitate to infer that it is of an analogous 
ſpecies; eſpecially as it generally haunts: the 
coaſts of the South Sea, lodging probably, like 
the European ſort, among the aquatic plants. — 
The Pimalot is rather ar | 
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VI. 


The STARE of TERRA MAGELLANICA, 
or, the WHITE RAY. 


922 
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A 
The Magellanic Stare, Lath. 


[ have given this laſt name to a bird, brought [ft 
by M. Bougainville, on account of the white ray 11108 
which, riſing on each fide near the junction of TH. 
the mandibles, bends under the eye and ſtretches 1 
along the neck. This white ray is the more 
remarkable, as it is environed by a deep brown; : WH, 
the dark colours prevail on the upper part of the 0 
body, only the wings and their coverts are edged 
with yellow. The tail is of a full black, 
forked, and extending not far beyond the wings, 
which are very long. The under ſide of the 
body, including the throat, is of a fine crimſon 


red, ſprinkled with black on the ſides; the an- 
terior 


ra FOREIGN BIRDS, &c. 


terior part of the wing is alſo of crimſon, and 
not ſpotted ; and the ſame colour appears round 
- the eyes, and in the ſpace lying between theſe 
and the bill, which, though blunt as in the Stares, 
and leſs pointed than that of the Troupiales 
may be regarded as neareſt the ſhape of the lat- 
ter. If we conſider alſo that the White Ray re. 
ſembles much the appearance of the Troupiales, 
we may eſteem it as intermediate between theſe 
two kinds“. : 


» Specific charakter of the Frurnus Milibaris — It is fuk, 
* red below.” 7 5 
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1 188 bi as I have juſt obſerved; are 
| 2 nearly related to the European Stares, and 
often the vulgar and the naturaliſts have con- 
founded them. We may regard them as re- 
preſenting the Stares in the New World ; their 
habits are the ſame, except in the mode ef build- 
ing their neſts. 

The American continent is the native region 
of theſe birds, and of all others that have been 
claſſed with them; ſuch as the Caſſics, the Balti- 
mores, the Bonanas, &c.; and though ſome are 
ſaid to belong to the Old World, theſe have re- 
ally been brought from the New World; for in- 
| ſtance, probably, the Troupiale of Senegal, called 
the Cape-More *, the Bonana of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and all the Pretended Troupiales 

of Madras. 


I ſhall exclude from the genus of the Troupi- 
ales, 1. The four ſpecies brought from Madras, 
and which Briſſon has borrowed from Ray; 
becauſe the /aww of climate will not admit the 
ſuppoſition, and the deſcriptions are not deci- 
live, and the figures fo ill executed, that they 
might as well be taken for magpies, jays, black- 

birds, loriots, and gobe-mouches, &c. 


* 0, 1016 Textor, Gmel; the Weaver Oriole, Lath. 
ͤß * 


176 THE TROUPIALES. 


A ſkilful ornithologiſt (Mr. Edwards) is of 
opinion, that the yellow jay and the chop; jay piale 
of Petiver, which Briſſon has made his ſixth and 
his fourth Troupiale, are only the male and fe- dras 
male loriot ; and that the variegated jay of Ma- with 
dras of the ſame Petiver, which is the fifth the | 


Troupiale of Briſſon, is his yellow Indian Stare; whi 
and laſtly, that the creſted Troupiale of Madras 
which is Briſſon's ſeventh ſpecies, is the ſame hear 
bird with the creſted gobe-monche of the Cape brig 


of ay Hope of the ſame Briſſon . core 
I ſhall exclude the Bengal Troupiale, 
which i is Briſſon's ninth ſpecies, ſince that au- 
thor has himſelf perceived that it is his ſecond of | 
the Stare. 
3. I ſhall exclude the Forked-tail Troupidl; due 
which is the ſixth of Briſſon, and the Thruſh of [Þir 
Seba. All that the latter ſays is, that it is much 
larger than the thruſh ; that its plumage is 
black, its bill yellow, the under ſurface of its Bo 
tail white, the upper and its back ſhaded by a 
5 light tint of blue; that its tail is long, broad, and 
forked; and laſtly, that, excepting the difference 
in the ſhape of its tail, and in its bulk, it is much 
like the European thruſh. But in all this, I can 
perceive nothing that relates to a Troupiale; and Wi" 
the eng given by Seba, and which Briſſon rec- 


. He adds, that the two long quills of the tail were wanting in 
theſe two individuals. They muſt either have not yet grown, or 
have dropped by moulting or ſome other accident. 


kons 
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Lons a very bad one, no more reſembles a Trou- 
piale than it does a Thruſh. 

I ſhall exclude the Blue Bonana of Ma- 
dras, becauſe, on the one hand, it is inconſiſtent 
with the law of the climate, and on the other, 
the figure and deſcription of Ray have nothing 
which would characteriſe the Bonana, not eben 
the plumage. According to that author, its 
bead, tail, and wings are blue, but the tail of a 
brighter tinge; the reſt of the plumage black 
or cinereous, except the bill and the feet, which | 
are ruſty. 

5. Laſtly, I ſhall exclude the India Troupiale, 
Wnot only on account of the difference of climate, 
but for other ſtronger reaſons, which before in- 
duced me to place it between the Rollers and the 
Birds of Paradiſe. 

Though we have ranged dine” with the 
Troupiales, the Caſſies, the Baltimores, and the 
WBonanas, theſe, as they have received ſeparate 

Inames, are diſtinguiſhed by differences that are 
ſulficiently important to form ſmall ſubordinate 
genera, 1 am able, from the compariſon of a 
number of theſe birds, to aſſert that the Caſſies 
have the ſtrongeſt bill, next to them the Trou- 
ppiales, and then the Bonanas. With reſpect to 
the Baltimores, their bill is not only ſmaller than 
in the reſt, but it is ſtraighter, and of a peculiar 
ſhape, They ſeem alſo to have different in- 
ſtincts; I therefore retain their proper names, 
Wand treat of each ſeparately. . ae 
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178 THE TROUPIALES, 


making a point, makes a conſiderable re-entrant- 


great variety of its plumage : not only thre: 


and white, but theſe colours ſeem to multiph 


The common characters which Briffon 4x 
cribes to them are the naked noſtrils, and the 
elongated conical form of the bill. I have al. 
ready obſerved that the upper mandible extend; 
over the cranium, or that the tuft, inſtead gf 


angle ; - a circumſtance which ſometimes Oceury 
in other 9 but is moſt remarkable! in the 
n 5 


The rNoprralz- 


| Oriolus Pe... Gel. 
Idterus, Briſfſ. 8 8 
Coracias Xanthornus, Scop... 
The Yellow and Black Pye, cattlby. 
The Banana Bird 55 rom en N * 
The I&eric | . f Lat 1 | 


"Ip he moſt us features in the exterior 
appearance. of this bird are its long pointed 
bill, the narrow feathers of its neck, and the 


colours enter into it, an orange-y ellow, black 


by their artful diſtribution, © The black is ſpread 
over the head, the anterior part of the neck, the 


* Briſſon gave this bird the "MeV name Len from its yelo 
colour; for the ſame reaſon Scopoli termed Xanthornus, or jeluu 
bird; other authors have called it Pica, Cifia, Picus, and Turdw, | 
The ſavages of Brazil name it Guira-T angeima; thoſe of Guan 
Tapou; the F rench coloniſts  Cul-jaune, or yellow- bottom. 
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) 


orange-yellow occupies the intervals, and all the 
under part of the body ; it appears alfo in the 
iris &, and on the anterior part of the wings; 
the black which prevails through the reſt is in- 


the one is placed at the coverts of the wings, the 
other on their middle quills. | 

The feet and nails are ſometimes black, ſome- 
times of aleaden colour. The bill ſeems to have 
no conſtant colour, for it has been obſerved to 


reous above 4, and blue below; and laftly, in 
| others black above, and brown below 9. 
This bird is nine or ten inches long froth the 
point of the bill to the end of the tail ; and, ac- 
cording to Marcgrave, its wings extend fourteen 
inches, and its head is very ſmall. It is diſperſed 
| through the region lying between Carolina and 
Brazil, and through the Caribbean iſlands. It 


to Sloane. It has even, according to Marcgrave, 
the ſame cries; but Albin aſſerts that in all its 
actions it reſembles the Stare ; and adds, that 
ſometimes four or five unite to attack a larger 
bird, which, after they have killed, they devour 


* Albin adds, that the eye is encircled by a broad bar of blue; 
| but he is the only perſon who has made this remark ; it was pro- 
bably an accidental variety. 

+ Briſſon. t Albin. £{$ Sloane and Marcgrave. 


middle of the back, the tail and the wings ; the 


terrupted by two oblong white ſpots, of which 


be in ſome white gray r, in others brown eine- 
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is of the bulk of a blackbird; it hops like the 
| magpie, and has many of its geſtures, according 
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190 THE TROUPIALE, 


orderly, each maintaining his rank. Sloane, au 
author worthy of credit, ſays, that the Trou. 
piales live on inſects. Yet there is no abſolute 
contradiction; for every animal which feeds on 
the ſmalleſt reptile is rapacious, and would feed 
on larger animals if it could do it with ſafety, 
Theſe birds muſt be of a very ſocial diſpoſ. 
tion, ſince love, which divides ſo many other 
ſocieties, ſeems on the contrary to Knit their, 
more cloſely together. They do not ſeparate to 
accompliſh in retirement and ſecrecy the views of 
nature; a great many pairs are ſeen on the ſame 
tree, which is almoſt always lofty and ſequeſ- 
tered, conſtructing their neſt, laying their egg, 
hatching and cheriſhing their infant brood. 
Theſe neſts are of a cylindrical form, ſuſ- 
pended from the extremity of high branches, 
and waving freely in the air; ſo that the young 
are continually rocked. But ſome who believe 
that the birds act from deliberation, aſſert that 
the parents hang their neſt to avoid the attack 
of certain land animals, and eſpecially ſerpents, 
The Troupiale is alſo reckoned very docile,and 
eaſily ſubjected to domeſtic ſlavery ; which pro- 
penſity almoſt always attends a ſocial temper*®, 
9 Specific character of the Oriolus IFericus .“ Fulvous; the 


t“ head, throat, back, the wing-quills, and coverts, black, with 3 
«« white ſpot on the wings.” M 


a 


The ACOLCHI of S EBA“. 


Oriolus Noe Hiſpaniæ, Gmel. 
Icterus Mexicanus, Briſſ. | 
| The Mexican Oriole, Lath. 


Seba, having found this name in Fernandez, 
has, according to his way, applied it arbi- 
trarily to a bird entirely different from the one 
meant by that author, at leaſt with regard to its 
plumage; and he has again aſcribed to the ſame 
bird what Fernandez has ſaid of the true Acolcbi, 
which the Spaniards call 7ordo, or Stare. 

This falſe Acolchi of Seba has a long yellow 
bill; its head 1s all black, and alſo its throat ; 
the tail and wings are blackiſh, and theſe are or- 
namented with ſmall feathers of a golden colour, 
which have a fine effect on the dark ground. 

Seba reckons his Acolchi an American bird, 
and I know not for what reaſon Briſſon, who 
quotes no authority but Seba, ſubjoins that it is 
moſt common in Mexico. It is certain that the 
word Acolchi is Mexican, but we are not war- 
ranted to conelude the ſame thing of the bird on 
which Seba beſtows it 15 F 


8 Contrafted for Acolchichi. 

+ Specific character of the Oriolus N. H. iſdaniee :— % Yellow; ; 
* the head, upper part of the throat, wing-quills and tail, black; 
« the greater quills of the gs yellow a at the tip, the leſſer 


all black.“ * 3 
N "i M 


182 


The RING-TALLED ORIOLE, Lat}, 


L' Arc-en- Queue, Buff. 
Oriolus Annulatus, Gmel. 
Idterus Cauda Annulati, Briſſ. 
Cornix Flava, Klein. 


Fernandez gives the name of Oxiniſcan to 
two birds which bear no reſemblance; and 
Seba has taken the freedom to apply the ſame 
name to a third entirely different from either, 
except in ſize, which is that of the pigeon. 
The third Ozini/can is the Ring- tail ( Arc-en- 
Queue) of this article. I give it this name on 
account of a black arch or creſcent with its con- 
cavity turned towards the head, which appears 
diltintly on the tail when ſpread, and the more 
remarkable, as this is of a fine yellow colour, 
which 1s alſo that of the bill and of the whole 
body ; ; the head and neck are black, and the 
wings of the ſame colour, with a MO tint of 
yellow. 

Seba adds, that he received many of theſe 
birds from America, where they are looked upon 
as ravenous. Perhaps their habits are the ſame 
with thoſe of our Troupiales; the figure which 
Seba gives has a bill ſomewhat hooked near the 
point k. 


* Specific charter of the Orioles Annulatus : Ne Yellow; the 
head and neck black, the greater coverts of the wings and tlies 
** quills edged with yellowiſh ; the tail blackiſh and tinged.” 
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The IAP AC ANI“. 


Oriolus Fapacani, Gmel. 
Luſcinia pullo-lutea, Klein. 


Sloane conſiders his Little Yellow and 
Brown Fly cateher as the ſame with the 
Japacani of Marcgraye ; but beſides the differ- 


ences of the plumage, the Japacani is eight 


times larger, each dimenſion being double ; for 
Sloane's bird 1s only four inches long, and ſeven 
| over the wings, while Marcgrave's is of the bulk 

of the Bemptere, which is equal to that of the 
Stare, whole extreme length is ſeven inches, and 


its alar extent fourteen, It would be difficult to 


refer to the ſame ſpecies two birds, e two 
wild birds, ſo widely different. 
The Japacani has a long pointed black bill, a 


little curved ; its head is blackiſh, its iris of * 
gold colour; the hind part of its neck, its back, 
its wings, and its rump, are variegated with black 


and light brown ; its tail is blackiſh below, and 
| marked with HE above; its breaſt, its belly, 

its legs are variegated with yellow and white, 
with blackiſh tranſverſe lines; its feet brown, its 
nails black and pointed T. 


„ This is the n name, eig to Marcgrave. 
+ Marcgrave, 
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ſpots; the tail eighteen inches long, and of: 
low; the breaſt of the ſame colour, but with 
capital of Jamaica; it lodges generally in the 


buſhes. Its ſtomach is very muſcular, and lined 


plumage. 


„ black lines, the head and tail blackiſh.” Specific character of 


e and nee * and the latter white at the tips. wy 


144 THE JAPACANI. 


Sloane's little bird“ has a round bill, almoſt 
ſtraight, and half an inch long; the head and 
back are of a light brown, with ſome black 


brown colour, as alſo the wings, which have z 
little white at their tips. The orbits, the throat, 
the ſides of the neck, the coverts of the tail, ye. 


brown marks; the belly white; the legs brown, 
about fifteen lines long, and yellow in the toes. 
This bird is common in St. Jago, once the 


with a thin, looſe, inſenſible membrane. Sloane 
found nothing in the gizzard of the individual 
which he diſſected, but he obſerved that the in- 
teſtines made a great number of circumvolutions, 

The ſame author mentions a variety, which 
differs only becauſe it has leſs "FOE in it 


This bird may be reckoned a Trolls on | 
account of the form of its bill; but it is cer- 
ny different from the Japacani T. 


* Oriolus Brafilianus, Gmel. ; Icterus Braſilienſis, Briſſ.; My 


cicapa e fuſto et luteo varia, . ; the Braxilian Oriole, Lath. 
+ Specific character of the Fapacani :“ It is black and 
« duſky, below variegated with white and yellow, with tranſverſe 


Sloane's little bird :=< It is yellow, the breaſt ſpotted, the head 
e and back marked by ſoft duſky ſpots, the belly white, the tail 


T un 3 


The XOCHITOL and the 
COS OTO. 


Oriolus Coltitl, Gmel. 
The New Spain dro, Lath. 


Briſſon makes the Xochitol of Fornanden the 
tenth ſpecies of his Troußiale of New Spain, 
and which the Spaniſh naturaliſt conſiders as 
only the adult Cœfotol. But he takes notice of 
two Coſtotols, which are pretty much alike; but 
if they differ in ſome degree, we muſt refer 


what Fernandez ſays here to the Coſtotol of 


Chap. xxviii. 
lf we compare the deſcription of the Rochitol 


of Chap. cxxii. to that of Chap. xxviii. we ſhall 


meet with contradictions which it will be diffi- 
cult to reconcile ; for is it poſſible that the Coſ- 
totol, which when ſo much grown as to be able 
to ſing is only of the ſize of a Canary bird, 
ſhould afterwards acquire the bulk of a Stare ? ? 
that when young it has the ſweet warble of the 
Goldfinch, but after it is adult, and received 
the name of the Xochitol, it ſhould have the diſ- 
agreeable chatter of the Magpie? But wide dif- 
ferences alſo occur in the plumage ; in the Coſ- 


totol, the head and the under part of the body 


are yellow, while in the Xochitol they are 


black: in the former, the wings are yellow 
- tipped 
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Troupiales; it lives upon inſects and ſeeds, and 


186 THE XOCHITOL 


tipped with black; in the latter, they are va. 
riegated with black and white above, and cine. 
reous below, without a ſingle yellow feather, 
But all theſe contradictions will vaniſh, if, 
inſtead of the Xochitol of Chap. cxxii. we Il 
ſtitute the Xochitol or Flowery bird of Chay, 
cxxv. The ſize is nearly the ſame, being that 
of the Sparrow; its warble is pleaſant, like that 
of the Coſtotol, the yellow of which is mingled 
with other colours that variegate the plumage of 
the former: they are both an agreeable food. 
The Xochitol reſembles in two circumſtances the 


hangs its neft from the ends of ſmall branches, 
The only difference which can be remarked be- 
tween the Xochitol of Chap. cxxv. and the 
Coſtotol, is, that the latter is found in warm 
countries only, while the former inhabits all cli- 
mates without diſtinction. But is it not likely 
that Xochitols go to breed in warm countries, | 
where their young, or the Coſtotols, remain till 
they are grown up, or are Xochitols, and able to 
accompany their parents into colder climates ? 
In the Coſtotol, the plumage is yellow, as I have 
ſaid, and the tips of the wings black; and in 
the Xochitol of Chap. cxxv. the plumage is va- 
riegated with pale yellow, brown, white, and 
blackiſh. 
Briſſon has indeed made the latter his firſt 
carouge ; but as it ſuſpends its neſt like the 


Troupiales, we have a deciſive reaſon to range 
it 
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it with theſe ; except we reckon as another 
Troupiale the Xochitol of Chap. cxxii. of Fer- 
nandez, which is of the ſize of a Stare; its 
breaſt, belly, and tail of a ſaffron colour, vari- 


egated with a little black; its wings variegated 


with black and white below and cinereous above; 
its head, and the reſt of its body, black; it has 
the chatter of the Magpie, and its Heſh 1s good 
eating. 


The EQ COLIN 
Oriolus Cinereus, Gmel. 

Iferus Cinereus, Brill. 

The Gray Oriole, Lath. 


| Fernandez conſidered this bird as a Wood- 
pecker, on account of its long and pointed 


bill; but this character belongs alſo to the Trou- 
piales, nor can I perceive in the deſcription of 
Fernandez any other diſcriminating qualities of 
the Wood-peckers. I ſhall therefore leave it 
among the Troupiales, where Prion has 
placed i It, 

It is of the bulk of a Saves it lives in the 
woods, and neſtles on trees. Its plumage 1s 


Its true name is Ococolin ; but as I had appropriated it to an- 
other bird, I have here changed ir, by prefixing the letter hd 
Troupiale. 
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188 THE TOCOLIN. 
beautifully variegated with yellow and black 
excepting the back, the belly, * hs feet ,which 
are cinereous. 


The Tocolin is deſtitute of bn but its fleſh 
is good; it inhabits Mexico“. 


* Specific character of the Oriolus Cinereus : ce It is varie. 
« gated with yellow and black; its back, tage, and belly, ci. 
© nereous. 


The COMMA NDER. 


Orialus Pheniceus, Linn. and mel. 
Icterus Pteropheniceus, Brill. 


T he Scarlet-feathered Indian Bird, Will. | 
T he Red-winged Starling, Cateſby, Alb. and Kalm. 
T he Red-wwinged Oriole, Penn. and Lath. 


This is the true Acolchi of Fernandez. 1 

is called the Commander F, on account of 

a fine red mark on the anterior part of its wings, 
which in ſome meaſure reſembles the badge of 
the order of knighthood. The effect is here 

the more ſtriking, as it is thrown upon a ground 
of ſhining gloſſy black; for that is the general 

colour not only of its plumage, but of its bill, 

feet, and nails. There are, however, ſome ſlight 

exceptions ; the iris is white, and the baſe of the 

bill is encircled by a narrow ring of red; the 


+ In Spaniſh, Clmmadadain, FFT IK 
st. i bill 
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pill alſo inclines ſometimes to brown rather than 


black, according to Albin. But the real colour 


of the mark on the wings is not a pure red, ac- 


cording to Fernandez, but is tarniſhed with a 


rufous tint, which increaſes and becomes at laſt 
the predominant colour. Theſe ſometimes ſe- 


parate, the red occupying the anterior and the 


more elevated part of the ſpot ; yellow, the poſ- 
terior and lower. But is this true with regard 
to all the individuals, or has not that been 


| aſcribed to the whole ſpecies which is applicable 


only to the females? We are certain that in 


theſe the ſpot on the wings is not of ſo bright a 
red; beſides that diſtinction, the black of their 
plumage is mixed with gray, and they are 


ſmaller. 


The Red-Wing is 1 of the ſize and ſhape 
of the Stare; its extreme length is eight or nine 


inches, and its alar extent thirteen or fourteen; 3 


it weighs three ounces and a half. 


Theſe birds inhabit the cold as well as 1 


warm countries: They are found in Virginia, 
Carolina, Louiſiana, Mexico, &c. They are pe- 


culiar to the New World, though one was killed 


in the environs of London; but this had doubt- 

leis eſcaped from its cage. They can be eaſily 

tamed, and taught to ſpeak; and they are fond 

of finging and playing, whether they be con- 

fined, or allowed to run through the houſe ; for, 
hey are very familiar and lively. 
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The one killed near London was opened; in 
its ſtomach were found caterpillars, beetles, and 
maggots. But in America they feed on wheat, 

maize, &c. and are very deſtructive. They fy 
in numerous flocks, and, like the Stares of Fy. 
rope, joining other birds equally deſtruQiye, 
as the Jamaica Magpies, they pour their fa- 


miſhed ſquadrons on the ſtanding crops and 


ſown fields ; but the havock which they commit 
is by far greateſt in the warm regions, and near 


the ſea- coaſt. 


When the planters fire on theſe combined 


flocks, birds fall of different kinds, and before 


the piece can be again charged, another flight 
arrives. 


Cateſby informs us, that in Carolina and Vir 


ginia they always breed among the ruſhes ; they 
interweave the points of theſe fo as to form a 
fort of roof or ſhed, under which they build 


their neſt, and at ſo proper a height that it can 


never be reached by the higheſt floods. This 


conſtruction is very different from that of our 
firſt Troupiale, and ſhews a different inſtinct, 
and therefore proves that it is a diſtinct ſpecies. 


Fernandez pretends that they neftle on the 
trees near the plantations : Has this ſpecies dif- 


__ ferent cuſtoms accommodated to the different 


countries where it is found ? 
The Red-Wings appear in Louiſiana in the 
winter only, but they are then ſo numerous that 


three hundred have been ſometimes caught 1 in a 


ſingle 


THE COMMANDER. 
Gogle draw of the net. For this purpoſe is uſed 
a long and very narrow net of ſilk, in two parts, 


like that for larks. When they intend to 
« ſpread it,” fays Le Page Dupratz, * they 


* 


« clear a place near the wood, and make a kind 


« of path, which is ſmooth and beaten, on which 
they ftrew a train of rice or other grain, and 


« retire to conceal themſelves behind a buſh 


« where the drag-cord is brought. When the 
« flocks of Red- Wings paſs over the ſpot, they 


« quickly deſery the bait, light, and are caught 
« in an inſtant, It is neceſſary to diſpatch them, 


© it being impoſſible to collect ſo many alive... 
But they are deſtroyed chiefly as being per- 


nicious birds, for though they ſometimes grow 
very fat, their fleſh is always indifferent eating; 
another point of reſemblance to the Stares of 


Lurope. 

| have ſeen at Abbé Aubri's a variety of this 
ſpecies, in which the head and the upper part of 
the neck was of a light fulvous colour, The 
reſt of its plumage was the ſame as uſual, 'This 


firſt variety ſeems to ſhew that the bird repre- 


ſented in the Planches Enluminees, No. 343, by 


the name of Cayenne Carouge, is a ſecond, which 
differs from the firſt in wanting the red ſpots on 


the wings only ; for the reſt of its plumage 1s 


exactly the ſame ; the ſize is nearly alike, and 
the ſame proportions take place; and the dif- 


ference between the climates is not ſo great, but 
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that we may ſuppoſe a bird could be oquilhy * 


conciled to both. 
We need only compare No. 402, 150 Fig. a, 


No. 236, of the Planches Enlumintes, to be con- 


vinced that the bird engraved in the latter un- 
der the name of Cayenne Troupiale, is only a 
ſecond variety of the ſpecies of No. 402, under 
the name of Red-winged Troupiales of Louifiana, 


which is the ſubject of the preſent article. It 


is nearly the ſame in ſize, ſhape, and in the 


kind and diſtribution of the colours; except 
that in No. 2 36, the red tinges not only the an- 


terior part of the wings, but is ſpread over the 
throat, the origin of the neck, a portion of the 

belly, and even the iris. 

If we next compare this bird, No. 2 36, with 


the one repreſented, No. 536, under the name 
of Guiana Troupiale, we ſhall perceive that the 


latter is a variety of the former, ariſing from the 
difference of age or ſex. All the colours are 


fainter ; the red feathers are edged with white, 


and the black or blackiſh with light gray; ſo 


that the figure of each feather is diſtinctly 
marked, and the bird looks as if it were covered 
with ſcales. But the diftribution of the colours 
is the ſame, the bulk the ſame, the climate the 
ſame, &c. It is impoſſible to diſcover ſo many 
relations e Boe er birds of different 


ſpecies, 


Tin 
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am informed that theſe frequent the Savan- 
nas, in the iſland of Cayenne, and commonly 


ſoage in the buſhes, and that ſome people give 


them the name of Cardinal X. 


* $pecific character of the Orvolus Phoniceys * It is black, 
« the coverts of the wings ful vous.“ In North America it is 


ſometimes called the Swamp Blatk-Bird, They appear in New- 


York about April, and retire in October to the South. In ſome 
of the colonies a premium of three-pence the dozen was offered 
for deſtroying them ; and ſeveral farmers had the precaution to ſteep 


their Indian corn in a decoction of white hellebore before they 


ſowed it. Their neſt is ſuſpended among the buſhes and reeds in 
ſequeſtered ſwamps; it is ſtrong, covered externally with plaſtered 


| broad graſs, and lined thickly with bent. The 885 are en with 


ſcattered black ſtreaks. 


The BLACK TROUPIALE. 


Oriolus Niger, Gmel. 
Icterus Niger, Briſſ. 


Cornix para profunde nigra, Klein, 
The Black Oriole, Fenn. and Lath. 


The dark colour. of dhe bird * procured it 
the names of Crow, Blackbird, and Daw.— 


But this is not ſo deep nor ſo dnifbrm as has been 
alleged ; the plumage in certain poſitions is of 


a black, changing with greeniſh reflexions, eſpe- 


cially on the head, the upper part of the "os 


the tail, and the wings. 


It is of the ſize of a Blackbird, being ten 
inches long, and fifteen or ſixteen acroſs the 


wings, 
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length, tapered, and conſiſting of twelve quill, 


« entirely black.” Tt inhabits alſo the whole extent of North 
America. They arrive at Hudſon's Bay in June, and ſing ſyeetly 
till their incubation, during which they only make a ſort of chuck. 
ing. They build their neits with graſs and moſs, on trees at.the | 


and collect in vaſt flocks to retire in September. 


The Little BLACK TROUPIALE, 


| ſquare, only two inches and a half, and extend- 


* 


1% THE, LITTLE BLACK TROUPIALE. 


wings, which when cloſed reach to the middle 
of the tail; this is four inches and a half in 


The bill is more than an inch, and the mid-toe 


1s longer than the leg, or rather the farſus. 


This bird! is ſettled in St. Domingo, and is very 
common in ſome parts of Jamaica, particularly 
between Spaniſh-town and Paſſage. fort. Iz 
ſtomach is muſcular, and generally e contains ca- 
terpillars and other inſects“. 


7 


„The ſpecific Ger of the Oriolus Niger is, * That it is | 


height of eight feet. Their eggs are five in number, duſky, and 
ſpotted with black, After hatching, they reſume their warble; 


og 


Oriolus Minor, Gmel. 
The Leſer Black Oriole, Lath. 

I have ſeen another Black Troupiale from 
America, but much ſmaller, and even in- 
ferior to the Red-wing Thruſh in ſize: It ws | 
ſix or ſeven inches long, and its tail, which was 


ed an inch beyond the wings. 1 


The 


THE BLACK-CAPPED TROUPIALE. 195 


The plumage was entirely black, but more 


gloſſy and floating with bluiſh reflexions on the 
ba and the contiguous parts. It is ſaid that 
this bird can be eaſily tamed, and taught to live - 
familiarly in the houſe. 
The bird of No. 606, Planes Bibi, 
is probably the female of this; for it is entirely 
of a black or blackiſh colour, except the head 
and the tail, which are of a lighter tint, as is 
commonly the caſe in females. We alſo per- 
ceive the bluiſh reflexions which were remarked 
in the plumage of the male ; but theſe appear 
not on the feathers of the wad; but on thoſe of 
the tail and the wings. 


No naturaliſt has, I apprehend, taken notice 
of this ſpecies *. 


2 * Specific * of . e ee is black, the 


« dark colour of the head . 1c wan cœrulean.“ 


The BLACK- CAPPED TROU- 
e 


Le Troupiale a Calotte Noire, Buff. 
Oriolus Mexicanus, Gmel. | 
The Black-crowned Oriole, Lath. 


This bird appears to be entirely the ſame 
ſpecies with Briſſon's Brown Troupiale of 
New Spain. To form an idea of its plumage, 
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imagine a bird of a fine yellow, with a black 
cap and mantle. The tail is of the ſame colour, 
and ſpotleſs; but the black on the wings is ©" 
what interrupted by the white which borders 
the coverts, and again appears on the tips of the 
quills. Its bill is of a light-gray, with an orange 
tinge, and the legs are cheſnut.—lt is found in 
Mexico, and in the iſland of Cayenne “. 


Specific character of the Oriolus Mexicanus —* 155 1s blackiſh, 
cc the upper ſide and the head . 5 ; 


M 


The SPOTTED 'TROUPIALE I 


of Cayenne. 


o 1 5 Linn. and Gmel. 
Anthornus Naevius, Briſſ. > 
The Schomburger, Edw. and Lath. 


The pots which occur in this ſmall Tou- 
piale are owing to this circumſtance, that 
almoſt all the feathers, which are brown or 
blackiſh in the middle, are edged with yellow, 
more or leſs inclined to orange on the wings, 
the tail, and the lower part of the body. The 
throat is of a pure white; a ſtreak of the ſame 


Colour which paſſes cloſe under the eye ſtretches 


back between two parallel black ſtreaks, one aof 
which accompanies the white above, and the 


other bends round the eye below ; the iris is of 
| a bright | 
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bright orange, almoſt red :—All theſe give a 
lively appearance to the male; for though the 
iris is orange alſo in the female, its plumage is 
of a tarniſhed yellow, which, mingling with a 
pale white, produces an unpleaſant uniformity. 

The bill is thick and pointed, as in the Trou- 

piales, and cinereous ; the legs are fleſh-colour- 
ed. Its proportion may be conceived from the 
figure. 
The ſpotted Carouge of Briſſon, which in 
many reſpects reſembles the Troupiale of this 
article, differs from it in ſeveral important cir- 
cumſtances. It is not half the ſize, its hind nail 
is longer, its iris is hazel, its bill fleſh - coloured, 
its throat, and the ſides of its neck, black ; and 
laſtly, the belly, the legs above and below the 
tail are without a ſingle ſpot. 

Edwards heſitated to which of two ſpecies he 
ſhould refer it; to the Thruſh, or to the Or- 
tolan, Klein decides very readily, that it be- 
longs to neither, but to the Chaffinch; yet not- 
withſtanding his deciſion, the ſhape of its bill, 
and the identity of the climate, determine me 


to adopt the opinion of Briſſon, who makes it 
a Carouge. 


s Specific . of the Oriolus Melancholicus :=© It is 
gray, dotted with black, with a white ſtripe on the eyes.“ 
Latham conſiders the Spotted Troupiale as a variety of this bird. 


6 


The OLIVE TROUPIAL 


of Cayenne. | 


Oriolus Olivaceus, Gmel. 
T he Cayenne Olive aaa Lath. 


"This bird is only ſix or ſeven inches long, 
It owes its name to the olive colour which 
prevails on the hind part of its neck, its back, 
Its tail, its belly, and the coverts of its wings, 
But this colour is not uniform; it is darker on 
the neck, the back, and the adjacent coverts of 
the wings, and ſomewhat leſs ſo on the tail; it 
is much lighter under the tail, and alſo on a 
great part of the coverts of the wings, which 
are {urtheſt from the back ; with this difference 
between the large and the ſmall ſort, that the 
latter have no mixture of colour, while the 
former are variegated with brown. The head, 
the throat, the fore-part of the neck and the 
breaſt, are of a gloſſy brown, deeper under the 
throat, and inclining to orange on the breaſt, 
and running into the olive colour of the lower 
part of the body. The bill and legs are black; 
the wing-quills, and the large coverts nearelt the 
outer edge, are of the ſame colour, but bordered 
with white. 


The 
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The ſhape of its bill is the ſame as that of the 
other Troupiales; its tail is long, and its wings 
when cloſed do not reach the third of the 
length . | | | ' a 
Fpecific character of the Oriolus Olivaceus :>>=* It is alive, 
te the head, throat, and breaſt duſky, the wings black.“ | 
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The WEAV ER ORIOLE. 


Le Cap-More +, Buff. 
, Oriolus Textor, Gmel. 


The two birds figured No. 375 and 376, 
Pl. Enl. were brought by the captain of 
a ſhip who had collected forty birds from dif- 
ferent countries, Senegal, Madagaſcar, &c. and 
who had called them Senegal Chaffinches. They 
have been termed Senegal Troupiales ; but that 
appellation ſeems very improper ; for the cli- 
mate is different from that of the Troupiales, 
and the Weaver is widely diſtinguiſhed by the 
proportions of its bill, tail, and wings, and 
the manner in which it builds its neſt. It is 
perhaps the African repreſentative of the Ame- 
rican ſpecies. The two which we have men- 
tioned belonged to a lady of high rank, who al- 


+ The name Cap-more is contracted for Capuchon-mordorẽ, which 
denotes its col of @ duſty golden gloſs. | 


08 lowed 


2 THE WEAVER ORIOLE. 


TRE them to be deſigned at her houſe, and has 
obligingly communicated ſome particulars that 
occurred with regard to the way in which they 
conducted themſelves. This is the only ſource 
of information which we have. 

The eldeſt had a kind of cowl HS appear- 
ed of a brown-gold gloſs in the ſun; this cowl | 
diſappeared in the moulting during the ay- 
tumn, leaving the head of a yellow colour ; but 
it again returned in the ſpring, and was con- 
ſtantly renewed the ſucceeding years. The 
chief colour of the reſt of the body was yellow, 
more or leſs inclined to orange; this was the 
predominant colour on the back, and on the 
lower part of the body; it bordered the coverts 
of the wings, their quills, and thoſe of the tail 

which were all of a blackiſh ground. 

The young one had no cowl till the end of 

the ſecond year, and did not even change its 
colours before that time; which occaſioned its 

being miſtaken for a female, and deſigned as 
ſuch, No. 376. This miſtake was excuſable, 

ſince the diſtinction of ſexes is not apparent 

during infancy, and one of the principal cha- 

racters of the females is that of prelcevang me 
the marks of youth. 


Before the change which took al} in the 
colours of its plumage, the yellow was of 4 
lighter tint than in the old one; it ſpread over 
the throat, the neck, the breaſt, and bordered, - 
as in the other, all the quills of the tail and of 
Fe ; f the 
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the wings. The back was of an olive-brown, 
which extended beyond the neck as far as the 
head. In both the iris was orange, the bill of 
a horn colour, thicker and ſhorter than in the 
Troupiale, and the legs reddiſh. 

Theſe two birds lived in the fame cage, and 
at firſt upon good terms with each other; the 
young one ſat generally on the higheſt bar, 
holding its bill cloſe to the other, Thich 1 it an- 
ſwered, by clapping its Orgs, and WR a ſub- 
miſſive air. 

They were . in the ſpring to inter- 
weave chickweed in the grating of their cage; 
this was therefore conceived as an indication of 
their deſire to neſtle. They were ſupplied with 
{mall ruſhes, and they built a neſt ſo capacious 
as to conceal one of them entirely. The fol- 
lowing year they renewed their labour; but 
the young one being new clothed in the pin 
age of its ſex, was driven off by the other, and 
obliged to conduct its work alone in another 
corner of the cage. But it was ſtill perſecuted, 
and notwithſtanding its ſubmiſſive behaviour, 
it was often ſo roughly treated as to be left in- 
ſenſible. They were ſeparated, and each was 
intent on building; but the labours of one day 
were often deſtroyed in the ſucceeding -A neſt 
is not the production of an individual. _ 

They had both a ſingular kind of ſong, ſome- 
what ſhrill, but very ſprightly. The old one 
died ſuddenly, and the * one was cut off 


by 


* 
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by epileptic fits. Their ſize was rather inferior 
to that of our firſt Troupiale ; and their Wings 
and tail were alſo proportionably orgy *, * 


* Specific character of the Oriolus Textor :“ It is yellow ; its 


ic head duſky, gliſtening with gold; the quills of its Rings and 
« tail blackiſh, and orange at their margin.“ 
M 


The WHISTLER, 


Oriolus JV. idle, Gmel. 
TRerus minus Viridis, Brill. + 
The Whiſtler Oriole, Lath. 


Il ſee no reaſon why Briſſon has reckoned this 
bird a Baltimore, for bath in the ſhape of its 
bill and in the proportions of its tarſus it ſeems 
more related to the Troupiales. But I leavethe 
matter undecided, placing it between the Trou- 
piales and Baltimores, and applying the vulgar 
name which it receives in St. Domingo, on ac- 
count of its ſhrill notes. 
This bird is in general brown above, except 
the rump and the ſmall coverts of the wings, 
which are of a greeniſh yellow, as alſo in the 
| whole under- part of the body; but this colour 
is duſky below the throat, and variegated with 
ruſty on the neck and breal ; the great coverts 
and the quills of the wings, as well as the twelve 
of the tail, are edged with yellow. But to form 
an 
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zn accurate idea of the plumage of the Whiſtler, 
we muſt imagine an olive tint of various in- 
tenſity ſpread over all the colours without ex- 
ception. To characterize the predominant co- 
Jour of the plumage of this bird, therefore, we 
ought to take olive AR not ies as Briſſon 
has done. : 

The Whiſtler is of the ſize of a Chaffinch; 
it is about ſeven inches long, and ten or twelve 
inches acroſs the wings; the tail, which is un- 
equally tapered, is three inches in length, and the 
bill nine or ten lines. 


The B A L TIM . 


Oriolus Baltimore, Linn. and Gmel. 
Idkerus Minor, Brill, 
Icterus ex auro nigroque Varius, Klein. | 


The Baltimore Bras 5 Penn. and Lath. 


8 This bird owes its name to ſome betend e 
that is perceived between the nature and diſtri- 
bution of the colours of its plumage, and the 
arms of Lord Baltimore *. It is a ſmall bird of 
the ſize of a houſe Sparrow, and weighing little 
more than an ounce; its length is {ix or ſeven 
inches, its alar extent eleven or twelve, its tail 
compoled of twelve quills, and two or three 


* Lord Baltimore was a Roman Catholic nobleman, who ob- 
tained the grant of Maryland, which he planted.” T. 


inches 
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inches long, ſtretching more than a half beyond 
the wings when cloſed. A ſort of cowl of | 
fine black covers the head, and deſcends before | 
upon the throat, and behind as far as the ſhoul- 
ders: the great coverts and the quills of the 
wings are alſo black, like thoſe of the tail; but 
the former are edged with white, and the latter 
tipped with orange, which 1s the broader the 
farther they are from the mid-ones, in which it 
is wanting. The reſt of the plumage is of a | 
beautiful orange; and laſtly, the bill and legs 
are of a lead colour. 
In the female, which I examina; in the 
Royal Cabinet, all the fore- part was ol a fine 
black, as in the male, the tail of the ſame co- 
lour, the great coverts and the wing-quills black- 
iſh, the whole without any mixture of other 
colour; and what was ſo beautiful an orange in 
the male, was only a dirty red in the female, 
I have already ſaid, that the bill of the Balti- 
mores was not only proportionably ſhorter and 
ſtraighter than in the Carouges, the Troupiales, 
and the Caſſiques, but of a peculiar ſhape: It is 
a pyramid of five ſides, two belonging to the 
upper mandible, and three to the lower, I ſhall 
add, that its leg, or rather its tarſus, is more 
lender than in the Carouges and Troupiales. 
The Baltimores diſappear in the winter, at 
leaſt in Virginia and Maryland, where Cateſby 
_ obſerved them. They are alſo found in Canada, 
but Cateſby met with none in Carolina. 


T hey 
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They build their neſts on large trees, ſuch as 
the poplars, the tulip trees *, &c. They fix it 
to the end of a thick 1 and commonly 
ſupport it by two ſmall ſhoots which enter its 
des; in which circumſtance the neſts. of the 
Baltimores ſeem to reſemble thoſe of the Lo- 


r10ts . 

* The tulip tree, Liriodendron-Tulipifera, LI x N, is peculiar to 
America, and fo called, becauſe its flower-cup reſembles a * 
in ſize and ſhape, and has ſomewhat of the ſame tints. T. 

Specific character of the Oriolus Baltimore: “ It is blackiſh, 
« the under-part of its body, and a ſtripe on its wings, fulvous,”” 
The neſt is curiouſly woven of tough filaments of plants; inter- | 
mixed with wool, and lined with hair. It is pear-ſhaped, open at N 
top, with a hole in the ſide, by which the young are fed and void 1 
their excrements. In ſome parts of North America it is called. _ 
on account of its brilliancy, the Fiery 8 ER 1 

2x. 1 
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1 

Oriolus Spurius, Gmel. | 1 1 
0 1 

Icterus Minor Spurius, Briſſ. j | 
Tardus Minor gutture nigro, Klein. 1 


This bird was no doubt ſo called becauſe the = 
colours of its plumage are not ſo lively as in the i 
Baltimore, and for this reaſon it may be con- 
ſidered as a degraded: race. In fact, when we 
compare theſe birds, and find an exact corre- 
ſpondence in every thing, except in the colours, 
and not even in the diſtribution of theſe, but 
only in the different tints which they aſſume ; 

we 
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we cannot heſitate to infer that the Baſtard Bat. 

timore 1s a variety of a more generous race, de. 
generated by the influence of climate, or ſome | 
other accidental cauſe. The black on the head | 


is ſomewhat mottled, that of the throat pure; 


that part of the hood which falls behind is of an 
olive gray, which becomes darker as it ap- 
proaches the back. Whatever in the preceding 
was bright orange, is in the preſent yellow, bor- | 
dering on orange, and more vivid on the breaſt | 
and the coverts of the tail than on any other 


place. The wings are brown, but their preat | 


coverts and their quills are of a dirty white. Of 


the twelve tail quills, the two central ones are 


blackiſh near their middle, olive at their origin, 


and yellow at their extremity; the next one on 
either ſide ſhews the two firſt colours mixed con- 


fuſedly ; and in the four following quills, the 
two laſt colours are melted together. In a word, 
the true Baltimore bears the ſame relation to the 


baſtard one in reſpect to the colours of the plums | 
ape, that the latter bears to its female; in which 


the upper-part of the body is of a Talks white, 


and the under of a yellowiſh white. [A] 


[A] Specific charafter of the Oriolus Spurius : —* Tt is black, 


cc fulvous below, with a white firipe on the wings.“ In the State 


of New-York it uſually arrives in May; attaches its neſt to an 


apple- ey: and lays five eggs. 


* 


The YELLOW CASSIQU E of Brazil, 
or, the YAPOU. 


Oriole Perſicu cus, Linn. and "TY 
Caſſicus Luteus, Brill. 
The Black and Yellow Oriole, Lath. * 


When we compare the Caſſiques with the 
Troupiales, the Carouges, and the Baltimores, 
all which have many common properties, we 
perceive that they are larger, that their bill is 
ſtronger, and their legs proportionably ſhorter * 
not to mention the difference in the general * 
pearance which it would be difficult to deſcribe. 
Several authors have given figures and "Y 
ſcriptions of the Yellow Caſſique under dif- 
ferent names, and ſcarcely two of theſe exactly 
correſpond, —But before we proceed to conſider 
the varieties in detail, it will be proper to ſepa- 
rate a bird, the characters of which ſeem to be 
widely diſtant from thoſe of the Yellow Caſſique 
of Brazil: It is the Perſian Magpie of Aldro- 
vandus. That naturalift deſcribes it merely 
from a drawing, which had been ſent from Ve- 
nice. He reckons it to be of the ſize of our 
Magpie. Its predominant colour is not black, 
* In Latta it has alſo been called Pica, Picus Minor, Ci iſa, 


Nigra, &c.; ; in Italian, Gazza, or, Zalla di Terra "Nuova ; ; Þ 
Engliſh, The Black and White Daw of Brazil, © © © 


9 Tm but 
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but only duſkiſh (/ubfu/cum)) : Its bill is very 
thick, ſomewhat ſhort ( breviuſculum and whit. 
iſh; its eyes white, and its nails ſmall; whereaz 
the Yapou is ſcarcely larger than a Blacktir, 
and the dark part of its plumage is jet black, 
its bill is pretty long, of the colour of ſulphur; 
its iris is like ſapphire, and its nails of conſider. 
able ſtrength, according to Edwards, and even 
very ſtrong and hooked, according to Belon, 
We cannot doubt that birds ſo diſtinct belongto 
different ſpecies ; eſpecially if Aldrovandus's in- 
formation be true, that his bird is a native of | 
Perſia, for we are certain that the  Yapou | is. | 
American. | | 
I be principal colours of the Yapou are con- 
ſtantly black and yellow, but the diſtribution is 
not uniformly the ſame, and varies in different | 
individuals.— The one, for inſtance, which we 
have cauſed to be deſigned is entirely black, e- 
cept the bill and the iris, as we have ſaid, and 
the great coverts of the wings neareſt the body, 
which are yellow, as alſo all the hind-part of 
the body, both above and below, from the thighs 
incluſively as far as the middle of the tail, and 
even beyond it, —In another, which was brought | 
from Cayenne and lodged in the Royal Cabinet, 
and which is larger than the preceding, there is 
| leſs yellow on the wings, and none at all on the | 
lower part of the thigh, and the legs appear pro- | 
portionably ſtronger :—it is probably a male,— 


In the Black and White Pye of Edwards, which | 
| | 18 | 
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ls adently the ſame bird with ours, there? is on 
four or five of the yellow coverts of the wings 
a black ſpot near their extremity; and beſides 


this, the black has purple reflexions, and the 


bird is rather larger. —In the Yapou or Jupujuba 
of Marcgrave, the tail is mottled with black and 
| white only below, for its upper ſurface is en- 
tircly black, except the outmoſt feather on each 
fide, which is yellow half its length. 

It follows, therefore, that the colours of the 


plumage are by no means fixed and invariable in 
this ſpecies, which inclines me to believe with 


Marcgrave , that the bird which Briſſon calls 


the Red Caſſg que, is only a variety of the lame, — | 


| ſhall afterwards ſtate my reaſons To 


11 fone ſome minen black, haviog the back of a blood colour, 


MARCGRAVE. | 


+ Specific 3 of the 98 e — ** is black, 
« the hind- part of its back, and a ſpot on the coverts of the A te 
* and at the Err of the en . us | A be 


VARIETY of the YAPOU. 


The RED. caS81QUe et Bra, 


„ the JU UB A. 
Oe Perficusy var. 1. Gmel. 


This 3 is one of the names which Marcgrave: 
gives to the Yapou, and which I apply to the 


vol. thi: oo | Red 
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Red Caſſique of Briflon, becauſe it reſembly 
that bird in the eſſential points; the fame pr, 
portions, the ſame ſize, the ſame aſpect, th 
ſame bill, the fame legs, and the fame deep 
black diffuſed through maſt of its plumage. I 
is true, that the lower part of the back is red, 
inſtead of yellow, and the under ſurface of th 
body and of the tail entirely black; but thi 
cannot be conſidered as a material diſtinQion in 
a bird whole plumage, we have already obſerved 
is ſubje& to conſiderable variations. Beſide 
— and red are contiguous colours, and ap 
to melt into orange; a circumſtance which may 
be occaſioned by difference of ages of ſex, of cli 
mate, or of ſeaſon, | 
"Theſe birds are about twelve inches long, and 
ſeventeen acroſs the wings; the tail is forked 
and bluiſh; the two mandibles are equally arched 
downwards; the firſt Pbalans of the outer tot 
in each foot ſeems to grow into the mid-toe; 
the tail conſiſts of twelve quills, and the under 
ſurface is white both belo! 
yellow part of the plumige. 
They conſtruct their neſts: with graſs, 1 inter 


woven with horſe hair and hogs briſtles, or with 


vegetable productions which ſupply their place, 


and they imitate the form of a cucurbit fitted to 
its alembic. The neſts are brown on the out- 
ſide, and about eighteen inches deep, though the 
interior cavity 18 only a foot; the upper part is 
thick and prominent for the 9 of half a foot; 
and here they are n from os extremi· 
: Aid het 


es of ſmall 8 FORE Fog aka 
of theſe neſts have been ſeen at once hanging in 
a ſingle tree, of the kind which the Brazilians 
call Uzi; and as the Yapous hatch thrice a- year, 
the multiplication muſt be prodigious. This in- 
ſtinct of neſtling in ſociety on the ſame tree, 
marks ſome analogy to our Daws *. 

* Linnzus and Gmelin conſider the bird deſcribed in this arti- 
ele as different from the Jupujuba of Marcgrave, and form it into 
a new ſpecies under the name of Oriolus Hæmorrbous, the Red- 


rumped Oriole >: * Its e ST 1 Nek with a 
« ſcarlet rump.” 
M 


[Sowa 15 
The GREEN CASSIQU E of ins. C: - 


nul 0 2 var. 2. OGmel. 


I ſhall not here be obliged to compare or dil. 
cuſs the relations of other authors; for none has 
taken notice of this bird. Nor can I produce 
any information reſpeCting its diſpoſitions and 
| fiſtints. It is larger than the preceding; its 
bill is thicker at the baſe, and longer; and its 
legs, though ſtill as ſhort, would appear to be 
ſtronger. It has been very properly named the. 
Green Caſſique, for all the fore-part bath above 
and below, and even the coverts of the wings, 
are of that colour; the hind-part is chefaut ; the 
Wing-quills are black, and thoſe of the tail partly 
ä 1 black, 
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black, partly yellow ; the legs are entirely black 
and the bill is all red. 9 

The length of this Caſſique is fourteen inch. 
es, and its alar extent eighteen or nineteen. 


II. 
The CRESTED CASSIQU E of Capes 


Oriolis Criſtatus, Gmel. 
Anthprnus Maximus, Pallas. 
The C refied Oriole, Lath. 


— ” y 


This is alſo anew ſpecies, yy the largeſt with 
. which we are acquainted. Its bill is proportion | 
ably longer and firmer than in the others, but 
its wings are ſhorter. Its extreme length is 
eighteen inches, its tail five, and its bill two. 
It is alſo diſtinguiſhed from the preceding, by 
ſmall feathers, which it ' briſtles. at pleaſure on 
the top of its head, and which form a ſort of 
moveable creſt. All the fore-part of this Cal- 
ſique, both above and below, including the wings 
and the legs, is black, and the whole of the re 
of a deep cheſnut. In the tail, which is tapered, 
he two middle quilts are black, like thoſe of the | 
wings, but all the lateral ones are youu 11 

the bill is of the ſame colou. = 

1 have ſeen in the Royal Cabinet, a ſpecimen 
which: was rather of an inferior Gans and in 
mar the tail was e yellow; but I an 
1 WY not 
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"ot certain whether the two mid-quills were 
plucked, for it had only eight quills in all . 


S. Specific character of the Oriole Ge —* It is very 
« black, 1ts top „ 1 by ſome 7 C 8 feathers.” 


IV. : 
The CASSIQUE of Louiſiana. 


Oriolus Ludovicianus, Gmel. 2 8 
The W. bite-headed Oriole, Penn, and Lath. 2&4 


White, and changing Valet, ſometimes mixed 


together, ſometimes Jeparated, are all the co- 
lours of this bird. Its head is white, and alſo - 
its tail, belly, and rump,; the feathers of the 
wings and of the tail ; are of a waving violet, and 


edged with white ; the reſt of the plumage 1 is 
dyed with a mixture of theſe colours. 


It is a new ſpecies, lately brought from Loui- ; 
| fana. We may add, that it is the ſmalleſt of 
the Caſſiques known; its whole length is only 


ten inches, and its wings when cloſed reach only 


to the middle of the tail, Which is ſomewhat 
tapered. 
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The G N G U 6 


Oriolus Bonana, Linn. and Gmel. 
Kanthornus, Brifſ. * _ 
Turdus Minor Varius, Klein. 


The Bonana Bird, Brown and Lath. 


In general the Bonanas are ſmaller, and haye 
a ſlenderer bill in proportion than the Troupi— 
ales. The ſubject of this article has its plumage | 


painted with three colours, applied in large bo- 
dies. —Theſe.are, 1. Reddiſh-brown, which is 


ſpread over all the fore-part of the bird, on the 
head, the neck, and the breaſt. 2. A velvet black 
on the back, the feathers of the tail, thoſe of the 


wings, and their great coverts, and even on the 


bill and the legs. 3. Deep orange on the ſmall 
coverts of the wings, the rump, and the covert 
of the tail. All theſe colours are more obſcure 
in the femalk. 

The length of the Bonana 1s foveh inches, 
that of its bill ſix lines, that of its tail above 
three inches; its wings when ſpread meaſure | 
eleven inches, and when cloſed extend to the 


middle of the tail, or beyond it. This bird was 


brought from Martinico; that of Cayenne 


*Briſſon regards it as the ſame with the Xockitol Altera of Fer- 


| nandez, already noticed. But its plumage is different, and 
though it inhabits the ſame ag: it builds its neſt dit- 


ferently. 


(Fi g. | 
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(Fig. 1. No. 607, Pl. Enl. ) is ſmaller, and the 


ſort of cowl which covers its head, neck, &c. is 


black, ſprinkled with ſome ſmall white fbots on 
the ſides of the neck, and little reddiſh ſtreaks 
on the back; and laſtly, the great coverts and 


the middle feathers of the wings are edged with 


| white. But theſe differences are, I conceive, 
too inconſiderable to prevent our ſuppoſing the 
Cayenne Bonana a variety of that of Martinico. 


They conſtruct a curious kind of neſt, reſem- | 


bling the quarter of a hollow globe; and ſew i it 
under the leaf of a Bonana, which ſhelters the 


neſt, and forms a part of it; the reſt conſiſts of 


the fibres of the leaves. 


In what has been ſaid, it would be difficult 8 


recogniſe the Spaniſh Nightingale of Sloane *; 
for that bird is in every reſpect ſmaller than the 
Bonana, being only ſix Engliſh inches in length, 

and nine acroſs the wings ; its plumage is dif 
ferent, and it conſtruQs its neſt in another mode. 
[t is a ſort of bag, ſuſpended from the extremity 
of ſmall branches by a thread which they ſpin 
out of a ſubſtance that they extract from a pa- 
raſite plant, called old mans beard, which many 


have miſtaken for horſe-hair. In Sloane's bird 


the baſe of the bill was whitiſh, and encircled 


by a black ring; the crown of the head, the 
neck, the back, and the tail, were of a light 


Called alſo the Warchy Picket and American Hang-neft. It is 


the Oriolus Nidipendulus of Gm elin, and the Hang-neft Oriole of 
Latham, 


. brown, 
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brown, or rather reddiſh gray; the wings of , 
deeper brown, variegated with ſome white fea. 
thers, the lower part of the tail marked in its 
middle with a black line; the ſides of the neck, the 


| breaſt, and the belly, of the colour of a dead leaf. 


Sloane mentions a variety, either from age or 
ſex, which differs from the preceding, only be- 


cauſe its back has more of the yellow tint, the 


breaſt and belly of a brighter yellow, and there 
is a greater ſhare of black under the bill. 
Theſe birds haunt the woods, and have an 


agrecable ſong. They feed on inſects and worms, 


for fragments of theſe are found in their gizzard 


or ſtomach, which is not muſcular. Their liver 


is divided into a great number of lobes, and K* 
a blackiſh colour. | 


J have ſeen a variety of the St. Domingo Ca- 


rouges, or the Yellow Bottoms of Cayenne, 
which 1 proceed to conſider: it reſembled much 


the female Bonana of Martinico, except that its 
head and neck were blacker. This confirms my 


idea, that moſt of theſe ſpecies are related, and 
that notwithſtanding our conſtant endeavour to 
reduce their number, we have ſtill carried the 
ſubdiviſions too far ; eſpecially with regard to 


foreign birds, with which we are ſo imperfectiy 
| acquainted . 


1 


AS; Specific character of the Oriolus a , It is fulvous, 


« jts head and breaſt cheſnut, its back ns the gon. of its we 
Bund tail, e * | 
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The LESSER BONANA. 
Le Petit Cul Faune de Cayenne, Buff. 


Oriolus-Xanthornus, Linn. and Gmel. 
IJantbornus Mexicanus, Brill. * 


The male and female of this ſpecies are repre- 
ſented No. 5. fig. 1. and fig. 2. Pl. Enl. They 


have a jargon nearly like that of our Loriot, and 5 


ſhrill like that of our Magpie. 

They ſuſpend their neſts, which are & a 
purſe ſhape, from the extremity of ſmall branch- 
es, like the Troupiales; but I am informed they 


chooſe the branches that are long and naked, and. 


ſelect the trees that are ſtunted and ill- formed, 


and lean over the courſe of a river. It is alſo. 


ſaid that theſe neſts are ſubdivided into compart- 
ments for the ſeparate families, which has not 
been obſerved in the Troupiales. 

Theſe birds are exceedingly erafty, and ilk 


cult to enſnare. They are nearly of the ſize of 


a Lark; their length eight inches, their alar ex- 
tent twelve or thirteen, the tail three or four 
inches, and tapered, ſtretching more than half 


beyond the cloſed wings. The principal colours 


Briſſon ſuppoſes it to be tae ſame with the Ayoquantototl of 


Fernandez, which has indeed the ſame ſize, and its plumage com- 
poſed of black, yellow, and white. But Fernandez ſays nothing 


of the diftribution of theſe colours, nor furniſhes any property 


of 


characteriſtic of the ſpecies. 


—— —— Ir mtg rm ·ů·ͥ] . LZ U — 
— p 
— - — 


of thoſe repreſented No. 5, are yellow and black. 


But we muſt obſerve, that the middle quills and 


yellow, and the reſt all black“. 


| ſmall coverts of its tail, thoſe of the wings, and 


the body entirely black or blackiſh : it is about 
eight inches long, twelve inches acroſs the wings, 


plumage is allo black, except a little yellow ſpot 


has deſigned one of the ſame ſpecies, Pl. 322, 


« black.” 
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In fig. 1. the black is ſpread over the throat, the 
bill, and the ſpace between that and the eye, the 
great coverts, and the quills of the wings, and 
of the tail, and the legs; all the reſt is yellow, 


the great coverts of the wings are edged with 
white, and the latter ſometimes entirely white, W 
In fig. 2. a part of the ſmall coverts of the wings, 
the thighs, and the belly, as far as the tail, are 


We may conſider, as varieties of this ſpecies, 
1. The Yellow-headed American Carouge, or 
Bonana, of Briſſon. The crown of its head, the 


the lower part of the thigh, are yellow, the reſt of 


the tail conſiſting of layers, containing twelve 
quills, each four inches long T. 2. The Bonang, 
or Carouge, of the iſland of St. Thomas, whoſe 


on the ſmall coverts of the wings: it has twelve 
quills in the tail, which is tapered, as in the 
Leſſer Bonana, but ſomewhat longer. Edwards 


® Specific character of the Leer Bonana Bird :=* It is yd- 
« low; the upper part- of 1 its throat, its tail, and ning - quit, 


+ Oriolus Chryſocephalus, Linn. and Gmel. Xanthornus Laer. 
cepbatus Americanus, Briſſ. The Golden-headed Oriole, Lath. 


which 
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which has a remarkable es: at the baſe 
o the upper mandible *. 3. The Jamac of 
Marcgrave, which differs very little from it with 
reſpect to ſize, and of which the colours are the 
ame, and diſtributed nearly in the ſame way as 
in fig. I. except that the head is black, that the 
white on the wings is collected in a ſingle ſpot, 
and that a black line extends acroſs the back from 
the one wing to the other . 


* Oriolus Cayanenſi 5. En- and Gmel. " Fabio Cayanenſis, 
| Bri, The 7: e Pye, Edw. The Yn e Ja Oriole, 
| Lath. | 

+ Oriolus Tamacaii e Gmel, The 1 Oriole, Lath : 


The YELLOW-HEADED ORIOLE. 


Les Cage Fm A Buff. 

Oriolus Ickerocephalus, Linn. and Gmel. 
Aantbornus Icterocepbalus Cayanenſis, Briſſ. 
The Telloau-Headed & tarling „ Edw. | 


Theſe are Cayenne 8 which have a 
black plumage, and a ſort of cap that covers the 
head and part of the neck, but deſcends lower 
before than behind. A black ftreak, which 
ſtretches from the noſtrils to the eyes, and turns 
round the bill, has been omitted in the figure. 
The ſubject repreſented Pl. 343, appears to be 
conſiderably larger than another which I have 
een in the Royal Cabinet. Muſt this be aſcribed 

to 


þ * ' 


to the defect of the preparation? But from * 


ſize is equal to that of the Brambling: it i 


Fig. 2, under the name of the Carouge (Bonana) 


Cape to Europe, was really not a native of Afri- 
ca; and the point is decided by the late arrival 
(October 1773) of a Bonana from Louiſiana, 


that they are either of a different ſpecies, or have 
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to the difference of age, of ſex, of climate, 
variety Briſſon has drawn his deſcription; jt 
about ſeven inches long, and cleven acroſs the 


wings. f 


M 


The OLIVE CAROUGE of Loviſum, 


Oriolus bn Gmel. 
Xanthornus Capitis Bonce Spei, Briff. 
The Olive Oriole, Lath. 


This pird is dit Pl. Enl. No. 607, 


of the Cape of Good Hope. I had long ſuſ- 
pected that this bird, though brought from the 


which is evidently of the ſame ſpecies, and dif- 
fers in nothing but in the colour of the throat, 
which in the latter is black, and orange in the 
former. I am convinced that we ought to en- 
tertain the ſame opinion of all the pretended 
Bonanas and Troupiales of the ancient conti- 
nent; and that we ſhall diſcover ſooner or later 


derived their origin from America. 


The 
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The Olive Bonana of Louiſiana has much of 
me olive tinge in its plumage, eſpecially on the 1 
upper part of the body ; but this colour is not. 1 
uniform; it is tinctured with gray on the crown i 
of the head, and with brown behind the neck, = 
on the back, the ſhoulders, the wings, and the 1 
tail; with a light-brown on the rump and the 
origin of the tail; and with yellow on the 
flanks and the chighs, and the large coverts and 
quills of the wings, whoſe fundamental colour 
is brown, are edged with yellow. All the un- 
der. part of the body is yellow, except the throat, 
which is orange; the bill and the legs are of 2 
cinereous brown. 

This bird is nearly of the ſize of a houſe 
ſparrow ; its length fix or ſeven inches, its alar 
extent ten or eleven inches. The bill is near an 
inch long, and the tail more than two; it is 
ſquare, and conſiſts of twelve quills. The firſt 
quill is the ſhorteſt of the wing, and the third 
and fourth the longeſt *, 


* Specific charaQer of the a. Oriole: rc * is of A duſky 
olive, eu yellow.“ | 
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| China, | appears to reſemble ſo much the Bonana 


that it may be regarded as the intermediate ſhade, 


Banana; and Daubenton the younger has pro- 


different from theſe two ſpecies, though 1 It con- 
7 nes the common chain. 


| head, its neck, origin of its back, and its breaſt, 


| hue as it approaches the back; the reſt of the 


is ſhort, tapered, and parted by this ſame ſteel 
colour and white; ſo that on the two mid- 


tremity; this white ſpot extends higher on the 
following quills, the farther they remove from the 
middle, and the ſteel colour retiring, is at laſt 
reduced on the two exterior quills to a ſmall ſpot 
near their origin. 


( 2221 


N 


Oriolus Sinenfis, 7s, Gmel. 
The Kink Oriole, Lath. 


This new ſpecies, gs very lately from 
on the one hand, and the Blackbird on the other, 


The ſides of its bill are compreſſed as in the 
Blackbird, but not ſcalloped like thoſe of the 


perly given it a diſtindt name, as being really 


The Kink is ſmaller than our r Blackbird: its 
are of aſh-gray, 2 and this colour acquires a deeper 
body, both above and below, is white, as alſo 
the coverts of the wings, whoſe quills are of a 


poliſhed fteel-colour, gliſtening with reflexions 
that play between greeniſh and violet. The tail 


quills, the white is only a ſmall ſpot at their ex- 
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IHE GOLDEN ORIOLE , » 
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F all J: 
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Oriolus Galbula, Linn. and Gmel. 
Orialus, Briſſ. | 
Galbula, Ray, and Witl 2 
Turdus Luteus, Friſch. 

Turdus Aureus, Klein. 


'The . ellow- bird from Bengal, Alb. 
9 he Gelder Oriole, Tv and Lath, 


excluded by degrees, and in detached parts, 
and that the firſt object of the parents is to col- 


animated whole. The difficulty of this marvel- 
lous re- union hardly exceeds, perhaps, that of 
properly ſeparating the ancient names which the 


moderns have 3 applied to this Pos, 


nn Greek, Xawgiors from its greeniſh yellow e we 7% 
male XA gig, according to Ælian; in modern Greek, EoxoPayo5, or 
fig-eater : In Latin it has alſo the names Chlorion and Ghloris, be- 


hides Chloreus, Oriolus; Merula Aurea, Turdus Aureus, Luteuss 


Lutea, Lutealus, . Ales Luridus, Picus nidum Juſpendens, Avis 1 aerus, 
Galgalus ; and Pliny applies theſe four names, Galbulus, Galbula, 
Vireo, Vineo: in Italian, Oriolo, - Regalbulo, .Gualbedro, . Galtere, 
Reigalbero, Garbella, Kigeyo, Melziozallo, Becquafigo » Bruſola: in 
Spaniſh, Oropendula, » Orogengola: in German, Bierholdt, Bierolf, 
Brouder-Berolft, Byrolt, Tyroſt, Kirſcholdt, Gerolft, Kerſenrife, 


Coldamſel, Goldmerle, Gut.: merle, Olimerle, Gelbling, Widdewal, ; 


Witwal: in Swiſs, Wittewalch. The name Oriole is derived from 
the Latin Aurtelus, or Galden, 


9 retaining 


* 


The Witwall, Will. © 5Þ 


[ bas been ſaid, that the young of this bird are 


lect and combine the ſcattered limbs, and, by 
virtue of a certain herb, to form them into an 


through a wide extent, there are certain coun- 
tries which it ſeems to avoid. It is not found in 


of Ariſtotle; but is not always attentive to com- 


Greeks, with what be draws from other ſources, 


the ſame bird with the CHlorion. 


tis ſimilarity in the conſtruction of the neſt, we may conclude that 


C. ; * . | o * Iftenas 
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retaining thoſe which really belong to it, ang | 
referring the others to thoſe kinds which the 


ancients intended them to denote. I ſhall here 
obſerve only that, though this bird is diſperſed | 


Sweden, in England, in the Bugey mountaing, 
nor in the heights of Nantua, though it appearg 
in Switzerland regularly twice a year. Belon ſays | 
that he never ſaw it in Greece; and how can 


we ſuppoſe that Ariſtotle knew this bird, with- 
out being acquainted with the Knowlar con- 
ſtruction of its neſt, or if he knew it, that he 


ſhould have omitted to take notice of it? 
Pliny ſpeaks of the Chlorzon *, from the account 


pare the information which he borrows from the 


He has mentioned the Loriot by four different 
terms T, without acquainting us whether it is 


The 
* Hitt. Nat. lib. x. 29. 
8 4 Picorum aliquis ſuſpendit in ſurculo (nidum) orfinls in 
ramis, cyathi modo. Lib. x. 33. © Jam publicum quidem 


omnium eſt . galgulos ) tabulata ramorum ſuſtinendo nido provide 
eligere, camerique ab imbri aut fronde protegere denſi,” From 


the Picus and Galgulus are the ſame with the Loriot. That the 
 Galeulus i is ſtill the ſame with the Avis 18erus and the les Luridus 
appears from the two following vaſſages : «' Avis icterus vocatur 
a colore, quæ ſi ſpectetur, ſanari id malum (regium) tradunt, et 
avem mon ; hanc puto Latine vocari akut.“ Lib. xxx. 11. 
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changing its abode; it lives with us only durs 
ing the ſeaſon of 10 el It obeys the primary 
impulſes with ardour and fidelity. The union 
is formed on the arrival, about the middle of 
the ſpring. The pair build their neſt on lofty 


form it with ſingular induſtry, and in a way very 
they have been referred to the fate genus. 


branch long ſtraws or hemp-ſtalks; ſome of 
which, extending directly acroſs, form the 
margin of the neſt; others penetrate through 
ts texture; while irs: bending under it, give 

folidity to the ſtructure. The neſt is thus Pro- 
vided with an exterior cover, and the inner bed, 
prepared for receiving the eggs, is a matting of 
the ſmall ſtems of dog-graſs, the beards of which 
are ſo much concealed that the neſt has often 
been ſuppoſed. to be lined with the roots of 
plants. The interſtices between the outer and 
inner caſe are ſilled with moſs, lichens, and other 


ach ſubſtances, which compact the whole. Af- 
ter the neſt is conſtructed, the female drops in 


it four or five eggs, the ground colour of which 


s a dirty white, and ſprinkled WR ſmall dif- | 


00 haha (lapis) aliti Iurido mills, idea exiſtimatur ſalubris con- 


tra regios morbos,? Lib. xxxvii. 10. Beſides, in Book x. 25: 
Finy lays of the Galgulas, that ** it retires as ſoon as it has reared 
ut young,” which agrees exactly with the Golden Oriole. 


VOL, III. 2 ma 


The Loriot is a roving bird, continually 


trees, but often at no conſiderable height; they 
different from that of the Blackbird, though 


| They commonly faſten to the fork of a ſmall _ 


fection * to her young, but defends them againſt 


a bird. The parents have been ſeen to dart re. 


pares for its journey. This Gee happens 


tember. They never aſſemble in numerous 
flocks, nor do the families remain united, for 
ſeldom are more than two or three found toge- 
ther. Though they fly rather heavily, flapping | 
their wings like the Blackbird, they probably win- 


des Mazy, Commander of the Order of Malta, 


aſſures me, that they paſs that iſland in the month 
of September, and repaſs it in the ſpring; and 
on the other, Thevenot ſays, that they migrate 
into Egypt in the month of May, and return in 


brought to our tables. 
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tinct ſpots of a brown, approaching to black, 
moſt numerous on the ſmall end. She ſits clolch 
three weeks, and not only retains long her af. | 


their enemies, and even againſt man, with more 
intrepidity than could be expected from fo ſmall 


ſolutely upon the plunderers of their brood; and 
what is ſtill more remarkable, a mother, taken 
with her neſt, continued to hatch 1 in the cage, and 
expired on her eggs. 
After the young are reared, the family pre- 


in the end of Auguſt, or the beginning of Sep- 


ter in Africa: for on the one hand, the Chevalier 


September P. He adds, that in May they are 
very fat, and their fleſh good eating. Aldro- 
vandus is ſurpriſed that in France they are never 


* BELON. + Voyage du Levant, tom. i. p. 493. 


The 
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The Loriot is about as large as the Blackbird; 
its length nine or ten inches, its alar extent ſix- 
teen, its tail three and a half long, and its bill 

| fourteen lines. 'The male is of a fine yellow 
over all the body, the neck, and head, except a 
black ſtreak which ſtretches from the eye to the 
corner of the aperture of the bill. The wings 
are black, except a few yellow ſpots, which ter- 
minate moſt of the great quills, and ſome of the 
coverts: the tail is divided by yellow and black, 
ſo that the black prevails on the part which ap- 
pears of the two mid-quills, and the yellow gra- 
dually exends over the lateral quills, beginning 
at the tips of thoſe which are next the two mid- 
dle ones. But the plumage is very different in 
the two ſexes. Almoſt all that was of a pure 
black in the male, is, in the female, of a brown, 
with a greeniſh tinge ; and what was of a beau- 
tiful yellow in the former, is. in the latter olive 
and pale brown ;—olive on the head, and the 
upper part of the body dirty white, -variegated 
with brown ſtreaks under the body, FOR at the 
tips of moſt of the wing-quills, and pale yellow 
at the extremity of their coverts ; and there is 
no pure yellow, except at the end = the tail and 
on the lower coverts. I have beſides obſerved 
in a female, a ſmall ſpace behind the ear, with= 
out feathers, and of a light ſlate colour, 
Ihe young males reſemble the females with re- 
ſpect to plumage, and the more ſo the tenderer 
their age. At firſt they are ſtill more ſpeckled 
C2 - than 
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than the female, and even on the upper part af 
the body; but in the month of Auguſt the yq. 
low begins to appear under the body. Their 
cry is different alſo from that of the old ones; 
they {cream yo, yo, yo, ſucceeded ſometimes with 
a ſort of mewing like that of a cat ®. But they 
have alſo a ſort of whiſtling, eſpecially before 
rain ; if this be not e the ſame with = 
mewing. 


Their iris is red, the bill reddifh brown, the | 


| Inſide of the bill reddiſh, the edges of the lower 


mandible ſomewhat arched lengthwiſe, the | 
tongue forked, and, as it were, Jagged at the 
tip, the gizzard muſcular, terminating in a bag 


formed by the dilatation of the &/ophagus, the 


gall bladder green, the ceca very ſmall and ſhort, 


and the firſt phalanx of the outer toe glued to 


that of the middle toe. 
When they arttve i in the ſpring, they feed on 


caterpillars, worms, inſects, whatever in ſhort 


they can catch; but they are fondeſt of cherries, 
figs |, the berries of the ſervice tree, peas, &c. 
A couple of theſe birds could in one day com- 
pletely plunder a rich cherry- tree; for they peck 


* Geſner ſays, that they pronounce Oriet, or Loriot; Belon, 
that they ſeem to ſay compere loriot; and others have fancied that 
they articulated loufot bonner ne „Kc. 


+ GrsRER. 


Hence they have been called Svwo@zy01,. and: Becafiges. Por. i 


haps the figs improve the quality of ir 3 hey do ſo inthe 
caſe of Blackbirds. 


the 
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the cherries one after another, and only eat the 
ripe part. 

The Loriots are not eaſy to breed or tame. 
They can be caught by the call, placing limed 
twigs where they drink, and by various ſorts of 
nets. 

Theſe birds have ſometimes ſpread from one 
end of the continent to another, without ſuffer- 
ing any alteration in their external form, or in 
their plumage; for Loriots have been ſeen in 
Bengal, and even in China, which were pre- 
ciſely like ours. But others have been brought 
from nearly the ſame countries, which had ſome 
differences in their colours, and which may be 
regarded, for the moſt part, as varieties of cli- 
mate, till accurate obſervations, of their in- 
ſtincts, their habits, and manner * lie, throw 
light on our conjectures . 


gppecifie e of the Golden Omer, It is yellow, i its 


« ſtraps and joints are black, its outer tall = yellow behind. 4 
It ſeldom or never viſits ** 


Q 3 
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VARIETIES of the LORIOT, 


I. 
The COU LANAN, 


Oriolus Chinenſis, Linn. and Gmel. 
Orzolus Cochinenſt 7s, Brifl. | 


This bird is brought from Cochis Chins: it 

is perhaps rather larger than our Loriot, its 
bill is alſo proportionably ſtrouger; the colours 
of the plumage are preciſely the ſame, and every 
where diltributed in a ſimilar manner, except on 
the coverts of the wings, which are entirely 
yellow, and on the head, where there is a fort 
of black horte-ſhoe, of which the convex part 
bounds the occiput, and its branches, paſſing be- 
low the eye, terminate in the corners of tlie 
opening of the bill. This is the moſt remark- 
able diſtinction of the Coulavan, and yet there 
is in the Loriot a black ſpot between the eye 
and the bill, which appears to be the rudiment 
of the horſe-ſhos. 
[ have ſeen ſome ſpecimens of the Coulavan, 
in which the upper part of the body was of a 


brown yellow. In all, the bill 1s yellowiſh, and 
the legs black f 


* Specific character of the Oriolus Chinesf “ It is yellow, 
„e the joints black, but yellow at the tips, a black ſtripe on the 
* back of the hand Latham reckons it a variety. M 


12 


I. 
The CHINESE LORIOT. 
Oriolus Me lanocepbhalus, Gmel. 
Sturnus Luteolus, Linn. 


Oriolus Bengalenſis, Briſſ. 
The Black-headed Indian Icterus, Edw. 


It is ſomewhat leſs than ours, but is of the 


fame ſhape, proportions, and colours, though 


| theſe are differently diſpoſed. The head, the 


throat, and the fore-part of the neck, are en- 
tirely black , and in the tail there is no black, 


but a broad ſtripe, which croſſes the two inter- 


mediate quills near their extremity, and two 
ſpots placed very near the tips of the two fol- 
lowing quills. Moſt of the coverts of the wings 
are yellow, the others are parted with black and 
yellow; the largeſt quills are black where they 


are ſeen when the wings are cloſed, and the 


others are edged or tipt with yellow; all the reſt 
of the plumage is of the fineſt yellow. 

The female is different ; for the front or 
the ſpace between the eye and the bill is of a 
vivid yellow, the throat and the fore-part of the 


* The ſort of black piece that covers the throat and the fore- 
ſide of the neck, is in Edwards? figure a ſcallop on each near its 
middle. 

Oriolus Galbala, var. 1. Gmel. J&erus Maderaſpatanus 
Nævius, Briſſ. The Mort led Jay, Ray. The Yellow Starling from 

Bengal, Alb. The Yellow Indian Starling, Edw. 


Q4 neck 


by _ 3 2 D 
- II : — - * 
4 — —P— 


— 
. 
— — 


8 — K = <A — — 
— > CD 3 . 2 - — N 7 
——— — 
8 8 . g : Te PE 
— PEE = on NS — ai 


"it — * Al: 
a A — 
A — p — — ON Ro 
& e goes ES, 


Sd 


232 THE INDIAN LORIOT. 


neck of a light yellowiſh caft, with brown pee. 
kles; the reſt of the under-part of the body is cf 
a deeper yellow, the upper of a ſhining yellow, 
all the wings variegated with brown and yel- | 
low, the tail alſo yellow, except the two mid- 
quills, which are brown, marked with a yel- 


£ 


lowiſh ſpangle, and tipt with yellow. 
M 


III. 
The INDIAN LORIOT. 


Oriolus Galbula, var. 2, Gmel. 
Oriolus Indicus, Briſſ. 
 Chloris Indicus, Aldr. 


It has more yellow than any of the Loriots, 
for it is entirely of that colour, except, 1, A 
horſe-ſhoe, which bends round the crown of the 
head, and terminates on each fide in the corners 
of the bill. 2. Some longitudinal ſpots on the 

coverts of the wings. 3. A belt which croſles 
the tail near the middle; the whole of an azure 
colour, but the bill and legs are of a glowing 
bright red, EN 
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IV. 
The STRIPED- HEADED ORIOLE. 


Le Liriee Raye, Buff. | 
Oriolus Radiatus, Gmel. 
Oriolus Capite ſtriato, Brill. 
Merula Bicolor, Aldrov. 


This bird has been regarded by ſome as a 
Blackbird, by others as a Loriot: its true place 
ſeems to be between the Loriots and the Black- 
birds, and ſince its proportions are different from 


thoſe of either of theſe two ſpecies, I would 
conſider it as an intermediate or related ſpecies, 


rather than as a mere variety. 


The radiated Loriot is not ſo large as a Black- 


| bird, and of a more ſlender ſhape : its bill, tail, 
and legs, are ſhorter, but its toes longer; its 
head is brown, delicately radiated with white 


its wing-quills are alſo brown, and edged with 
white ; all the body is of a beautiful orange, 
deeper on the upper-part than on the lower; the 
bill and the nails are nearly of the {ame colour, 


and the legs are * 
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Les Grives, Buff. 
Turdi, Linn. &c. 


3 family of the Thruſhes is certainly much 
related to that of the Blackbirds * ; but it 
would be improper, as ſeveral naturaliſts have 
done, to confound them together. The con- 
mon people appear to have acted more wiſely, 
who have applied different names to objects 
which are really diſtinct. Thoſe are termed 
Thruſhes, whoſe plumage is ſpeckled F, or 
marked with little ſtrokes, diſpoſed with a kind 
of regularity; on the contrary, thoſe are Black- 
birds whoſe plumage 1s uniform, or varied with 
large ſpots. We readily adopt this diſtinction, 
and reſerving the Blackbirds for a ſeparate ar- 
ticle, we ſhall treat of the Thruſhes in the pre- 
ſent. We ſhall diſtinguiſh four principal ſpecies 
in our own climate, and to them we ſhall refer, 
as uſual, their varieties and the eee ſpecies 
molt analogous. 


The firſt ſpecies is the Throflle, Pl. Enl. No. 
406; and I conſider as varieties, the Whitc- 


% Merulæ et turdi amicæ ſunt aves,” ſays Pliny. There 
ſeems little doubt that the Blackbirds and Thruſhes conſort, ſince 
they are commonly caught 1 in the ſame ſnares. 

+ The word grivels is uſed in the original, and is formed un. 
doubtedly from grive, the term for a Thruſh, 


. 
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loaded Thruſh of Aldrovandus, the Creſted 
Thruſh of Schwenckteld ; and as foreign analo- 
gous 3 the Guiana Thruſh, Pl. Enl. No. 
308 fig. 1. and the Little American 7. bruſh, 
e 557 Cateſby. 

The ſecond ſpecies is the Miſſel, Pl. Fol. No. 
489, which is the turdus vi iſcivorus of the an- 
cients, and to which I ſhall refer the White Miſſel 
28 a variety. 

The third ſpecies is the Freldfare, Pl. Enl. 
No. 490; it is the /urdus pilaris of the ancients. 
= Thc varieties, the SHolted Fieldfare of Klein, 


and the Mhite- headed Fieldfare of Briſſon. I 


reckon as the analogous foreign kinds, the Ca- 
rolina Fieldfare of Cateſby, which Briſſon makes 
his eighth ſpecies of Thruſhes, and the Canada 
Fieldfare of Cateſby, which Briſſon makes his 
| ninth ſpecies, | 

The fourth ſpecies 1 18 the Red. Ming, Pl. Enl. 15 
No. 51, which is the turdus UACHS of the 
ancients, = 

Laſtly, I ſhall ſubjoin ſome Wiegen Thruſhes, 
which are too little known to be referred to their 
| Proper ſpecies: ſuch are the Green Barbary 
| Thruſh of Doctor Shaw, and the Chineſe Hoami 
of Briſſon, which I ſhall admit into the Thruſhes, 
upon the authority of that naturaliſt, though it 
appears to me to differ from them in its plumage 
and in its ſhape. 

Of the four principal ſpecies belonging to our 
Climate, the two firſt, which are the Throſtle 


and 
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and the Miſſel, reſemble each other. Both a5. 
pear to be leſs ſubject to the neceſſity of migra. 
tion, ſince they often breed! in France, Germany, 
Italy, and in ſhort in thoſe countries where the 
paſs the winter. Both ſing delightfully, and 
they are of the ſmall number of birds whoſe 
warble is compoſed of a ſucceſſion of notes; and 
they both ſeem to be of an unſocial diſpoſition 
for, according to ſome obſervers, they perform 
their journies alone, Friſch traces other anz- 
logies alſo between the colours of their plumage, 
and the order of their diſtribution, &c. 
The two other ſpecies, viz. the Fieldfare and 
the Red-wing, are alſo analogous in ſome cir- 
cumſtances. They travel in numerous flocks, 
are more tranſitory, and ſeldom neftle in our 
climates ; for which reaſon they ling very ſel- 
dom “, and their ſong is unknown not only to 
many naturaliſts, but even to moſt ſportſmen, 
It is rather a ſort of chirping, and when a ſcore 
meet on a poplar, they chatter all at once, mak- 
ing a very loud noiſe, which is far from Þring 
melodious. 
Both ſexes of the "Thruſh are nearly of the | 
ſame ſize, and equally liable to change their | 
plumage from one ſeaſon to ahother f. In al 


* Frrscn.—* In ſummer (ſays Tux NEA), the Turdus Pilari 
18 ſeldom or never ſeen with us (if England) ; in winter no birds 
are more numerous.“ 


+ © They have one colour i in winter, another in ſummer.” 
ABRISTOTLEs 


al 
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A them the firſt phalanx of the outer toe is 
joined to that of the mid-toe, the edges of the 
hill ſcalloped near the tip. None of them ſubſiſts 
on ſeeds ; whether becauſe it ſuits not their ap- 
petite, or that their bill and ſtomach are too 
weak to break and digeſt them. Berries are 
their chief food, and hence they have received 
the epithet of an They alſo eat in- 
ſects, worms, &c. and it is in queſt of theſe 
that they come abroad after rain, rove in the 
helds, and ſcrape the ground, eſpecially the 
Miſſels and the Fieldfares. They make the 
fame ſearch in winter in places of a warm aſpect 
here the ground is thawed. 

Their fleſh is a delicate food elpecially that 
of the firft and fourth ſpecies, which are the 
Throſtle and the Red- Wing : but the ancient 
Romans held it in ſtill higher eſtimation than 
we, and kept theſe birds the whole year in a fort 
of voleries, which deſerve to be deſcribed *. 

Fach volery contained many thouſand 
Thruſhes and Blackbirds, not to mention other 
birds excellent for eating, ſuch as Ortolans, 
Quails, &c. So numerous were theſe voleries 
in the vicinity of Rome, and in the territory 
of the Sabines, that the dung of the Thruſhes 
was employed to manure the lands, and what 1 is 
remarkable, to fatten oxen and hogs f. 


Inter aves turdus Inter quadrupedes gloria prima 
lepus,”? MARTIAL. | 


my Theſe 
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Theſe Thruſhes had leſs liberty in their vo- 
leries than our field pigeons in their dovecotes, 
for they were never ſuffered to go abroad, and 
they laid no eggs: but as they were fupplie 
with abundance of choice food, they fattened tg 
the great profit of the proprietor *. The vo- 
leries were a kind of vaulted courts, the inſide 
furniſhed with a number of rooſts. The door 
was very low, the windows were few, and 
placed in ſuch manner as to prevent the pri- 

ſoners from ſeeing the fields, the woods, the 
birds fluttering at liberty, or whatever mipht 
awaken their ſenſibility, and diſturb the calm 
ſo conducive to corpulence. A little glimmer- 
ing was ſufficient to direct them to their food; 
which conſiſted of millet, and a ſort of paſte 
made with brniſed figs and flour. They had 
alſo given them the berries of the lentiſk, of the 
yes. of the ivy, and whatever in ſhort would 
improve the delicacy and flavour of their fleſh, 
They were ſupplied with a little ſtream of wa- 
ter, which ran in a gutter through the volery, | 
Twenty days before they were intended for | 
killing, their allowance was augmented ; nay ſo 
far was the attention carried, that they gently 
removed into a little anti- chamber the 'Thruſhes 


* Each fat Thruſh, except at the time of migration, fold for 

three genarii, equal to about two ſhillings ſterling. And on the 

occaſion of a triumph or public feſtival, this ſort o trade yielded 

a profit of twelve hundred per cent. See Coſlumella, de re Ry ica, 
lib. viii. 10.—and Varro, lib. iii. 5. 


which 
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which were plump and in good ber: to enjoy 
more quiet; and frequently to heighten the 
jluſion, they hung boughs and verdure imitat- 
ing the natural ſcenery; ſo that the birds might 
fancy themſelves in the midſt of the woods. 
In ſhort, they treated their {laves well, becauſe 
they knew their intereſt, Such as were newly 


caught, were put in ſmall ſeparate voleries along 


with others that had been accuſtomed to con- 
AT and every contrivance, every ſooth- 

gart, was employed to habituate them ſome- 
2 40 to bondage; ; yet theſe were birds never 
completely tamed. 

We can at preſent perceive ſome traces of 
the ancient practice, improved indeed by the 
{kill of the moderns. It is common in certain 
provinces of France to hang pots in the tops 


of trees which are haunted by the Thruſhes ; 
and theſe birds finding convenient ſheltered 


neſts, ſeldom fail to lay their eggs in them to 
hatch and rear their young *. This plan con- 
tributes doubly to the multiplication of the ſpe- 
| cles; for it both preſerves the brood, and by 
ſaving the time ſpent in building neſts, it ena- 
bles them to make two hatches in the year . 
Vhen they find no pots, they conſtruct their 


* Belox. 
+ It appears even that they ſometimes have three hatches ; for 
Salerne found in the month of September a Thruſh's neſt in a 


vine containing three eggs not yet hatched, which appeared to be 
of the third hatch. 


della 
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neſts in trees or even buſhes, and with prey 
art; they cover the outhde with moſs, ſtraw, 
dried leaves, &c. but they line the inſide with 
a hard caſe formed of mud, compacted with 
ſtraws and ſmall roots. In this reſpect they 
differ from the Pies and Blackbirds, which lay 
their eggs on a ſoft mattreſs. Theſe nefts are 
hollow hemiſpheres about four inches in dia- 
meter. The colour of the eggs varies in the 
different ſpecies between blue and green, with 
ſome dull ſpots that are moſt frequent on the 
large end. Every ſpecies has alſo its peculiar 
ſong; and ſometimes they have even been 
taught to ſpeak *. But this muſt be under- 
ſtood chiefly of the Throſtle and the Miſlel, in 
which the organs of voice ſeem to be the moſt 
—_— Og I 
It is ſaid that the Thruſhes ſwallow the ber- 
ries entire of the juniper, the milletoe, the 
ivy, &c. 1, and void them fo little altered, 
that when they fall in a proper ſoil, they germi- 
nate and produce, But Aldrovandus affirms 
that, having made theſe birds ſwallow the 
grapes of the wild vine and the berries of the 
miſletoe, he could never diſcover in their ex- 
crements any of theſe that retained its form. 
The Thruſhes have a ventricle more or lefs 
muſcular, no craw, nor even a dilatation of the 


* « Agrippina, the wife of Claudius Czfar, had a Thruh 
which imitated human ſpeech.” Pliny, lib. x. 42. 
+ Linnzus, 


ſoplbag Us, 
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hphagus which may ſupply. its place, and 
ſcarce any cæcum; but all of them have a gall 
bladder, have the end of the tongue parted into 
two or three threads, and have eighteen quills 
in each wing, and twelve in the tail. 

| Theſe birds are fad and melancholy, and as 
the natural conſequence of that diſpoſition, they 
are the more enamoured of liberty. They ſel- 
dom play or even fight together; ſtill leſs will 
they bend to domeſtic ſlavery. But their love 
of freedom is not equalled by their reſources for 
preſervation. Their oblique and tortuous flight 
is almoſt their only protection againſt the ſhot 
of the ſportſman, or the talons of the bird of 
prey *. If they reach a cloſe branchy tree, they 


remain ſtill through fear, and can hardly be 


beat out T. Thouſands of them are caught in 


ſnares ; but the Throſtle and the Red-Wing are 


the two ſpecies which can the moſt eaſily be 
| caught by the nooſe, and almoſt the ny ones 
that can be taken by the call. | 


Theſe nooſes are nothing but two or three 


horſe-hairs twiſted together, and forming a run- 
ning knot. They are placed round the juni- 
pers or ſervice-trees in-the neighbourhood of a 


fountain or a mere, and when the place is well 


choſen, and the print properly ſet, ſeveral 


0 Skilfut Gann rn me that. Thruſhes are difficulr to ben, 
eyen more ſo than Snipes. 5 

+ This is, perhaps, the reaſon that they are ſaid to be deaf; 
Nvęileos x N, deafer than a F. bruſh, was a proverb in Greece. 
But all the fowlers aſſure me that the Thruſh has a very quick 


ear, 


VOL. 111, Ro hundred 
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hundred Thruſhes have been caught i in a day 
in the ſpace of a hundred acres, 
It is aſcertained from obſervations made in 


different countries, that when the Thruſhes ap. 


pear in Europe about the beginning of the au- 
tumn, they arrive from the countries of the north 


in company with thoſe numerous flocks of bird 


which, on the approach of winter, traverſe the 
Baltic ſea, and leave Lapland, Siberia, Livonia, 
Poland, and Pruſſia, for more temperate climate, 
So abundant are the Thruſhes then on the 
ſouthern ſhore of the Baltic, that, according to 
the computation of Klein, the ſingle city of 
Dantzic conſumes every year ninety thouſand 


pairs. It is equally certain that the ſurviyor 


which emigrate again after the rigors of winter, 
direct their courſe towards the, north. But the 


different ſpecies arrive not all of them at the 


fame time. In Burgundy, the Throſtle appear 


the firſt about the end of September, next the 
Red-Wing, and laſt of all, the Fieldfare and the | 
Miſſel; but the latter ſpecies is much leſs nu- 
merous than the three others, which might be 


expected, ſince it is more diſperſed. 


We muſt not ſuppoſe that all the ſpecies of 
Thruſhes paſs conſtantly in the ſame number; W 
ſometimes they are very few, becauſe the ſeaſon | 


has either been unfavourable to their multiplica- 
tion, or to their migration“; at other times they 


VI am aſſured chat ſome years the Red- Wings are very rare i 


Provence ;- and this is the eaſe alſo in the northern countries. 


ale 


are extremely numerous: and a very intelligent 
obſerver * has informed me, that he ſaw prodigi- 
ous clouds of Thruſhes, chiefly Red-Wings and 
Fieldfares, alight in the month of Mareh at Brie, 
and cover an extent of ſeven or eight leagues. 
This appearance, which was unexampled, laſted 
near a month, and it was remarked that the cold 
had continued very long that winter 5. 

The ancients ſaid that the Thruſhes came 


about the vernal equinox, and that in both 
paſſages I they affembled and reſted in the iſlets 
of Pontia, Palmaria, and Pandataria, which are 
nigh the Italian coaſts. They repoſe too in the 
iſland of Malta, where they arrive in October 


beats them back. But they do not always ar- 


| ſuddenly darkens with the preludes of a ſtorm, 
| the ground is then covered with Thruſhes. 

Nor does the iſland of Malta appear to limit 
che migration of the Thruſhes towards the 


* Hebert, 
pp. 91, 92. Mem, Etran. 


| thecity of Rome, ſomewhat to the eaſt : That of Pandataria 1 us 
at preſent known by the name Pentotene. 


R 2 ſouth ; 
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every year into Italy from beyond ſeas about 
the autumnal equinox, and that they returned 


and November; the north-weſt wind brings 
ſome flocks, the ſouth or ſouth-weſt ſometimes 


| rive with certain winds, and their appearance 
depends oftener on the ſtate of the air than on 
its motion; for if, in calm weather, the ſky 


+ Letters of M. le Commandeur Godekeu de- Riville, tom. i. 


Varro, De Re Ruſtica, lib. iii 5. Theſe iſlets lie ſouth of 
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ſouth ; for they are found in the interior paris 
of the African continent, from whence they an- 
nually paſs, it is ſaid, into Spain . 8 
Thoſe which remain in Europe ſpend the 
ſummer in the mountain foreſts: and on the 


approach of winter, they remove from the heart 


of the woods where the fruits and inſects begin 
to fail, and ſettle on the ſkirts of the adjacent 
plains. It is, no doubt, during this flitting that 
in the beginning of November ſo great a num- 
ber are caught in the foreſt of Compigne. l 
is uncommon, ſays Belon, to find the different 


ſpecies in numbers at the ſame time, and in the 


Tame place. 


In all of them the ola; of the upper man- 


dible are ſcalloped near the point, the infide of 


the bill is yellow, its baſe has ſome black hairs 
or briſtles projecting forwards, the firſt phalanx | 


of the outer-toe is joined to that of the middle- 


toe, the upper-part of the body is of a deeper 


brown, and the under lighter and ſpeckled; 


laſtly, in all, or in moſt of them, the tail is 


„Being in Spain in 170), ſays the tranſlator of Edwards, | 
in the kingdom of Valencia, on the ſea-coaſt, I ſaw in October 
great flocks of birds that came in a dire& courſe from Africa, 
Some were killed, and found to be Thruſhes, but ſo dry and lean, 
that they had neither ſubſtance nor taſte. The people of be 
country told me that every year at the ſame ſeaſon ſuch flocks 
arrive, but that moſt of them proceed much further.“ Admit- 


ting the fact, I ſtill doubt whether theſe-Thruſhes really come 


from Africa ; for this would be contrary to their uſual route, and 
the tendency of their flight on their arrival i is no proof of t the di- 
rection of hear whole Fourie, | 


* . nearly 
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nearly a third of the total length of the bird, 
which varies in the different ſpecies baron 


eight and eleven inches, and is only two-thirds 
of the alar extent; the wings when cloſed reach 


| as far as the middle of the tail, and the weight 


of the bird is between two ounces and a half 
and four and a half. 3 


Klein aſſerts, he is well informed that | 


Thruſhes are found alſo in the northern parts 


of India, but which differ from ours in not mi- 


grating. 


R 3 
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The THROSTLE®, 


La Griwe, Buff. 

Turdus Muficus, Linn. and Gmel. 

Jurdus Mi nor, Brill. 

Turdus in altiſſimis, Klein. 

The Mawis, Thre/ile, or Song-Thruſh, Will. 


** ſpecies, in the French language, gives 

name to the whole genus. I have there- 
fore ranged it in the firſt place, though in point 
of ſize it occupies only the third. It is very 
common in ſome parts of Burgundy, and called 
by the country people The Little Thruſh F, or 
Little Red. Ming T. It commonly arrives every 
year about the time of vintage, probably at- 
tracted by the maturity of the grapes; and 
hence undoubtedly it has received the name of 
_ Vine-Thruſh. It diſappears during the froſts, 
and again makes a tranſient viſit in the months 
of March or April before its migration in May, 
On the departure of the flock, they always leave 
a few ſtragglers behind, which are either un- 
able to follow the main body, ny yielding to 


::. T0 Greek, KN or Keghn! In Latin, Turdus: In Italian, 
Tordo Mezzano : In Spaniſh, Zorxal: In German, Droſſ, or 
Droftel (hence the Engliſh name); and in Brandenburg, Zippe : 
In Poland, Drozd: In Smoland, Klera; ; and in Oftrogothia, 


EKlatdra. 


+ Grivette, t Mauviette, 


the 


the mild en of ring ſtop and TORY in 
the foreſts that occur in their route . This is 
| the reaſon why ſome Throſtles conſtantly re- 
main in our woods, where they build their neſt 
on the wild apple and pear-trees, and even in 


junipers and 1n the buſhes, as has been obſerved 


in Sileſia T and in England F. Sometimes they 
{x it in the trunk of a thick tree ten or twelve 
feet high, and prefer, for the materials, wood 


rotten and worm-eaten. 


They generally pair about the end of winter, 


and form laſting unions. They make two 
hatches in the year, and ſometimes a third, 
when their former have not ſucceeded. The 
firſt laying conſiſts of five or ſix eggs, of a deep 
blue with black ſpots, moſt frequent at the large 
end; and in the ſubſequent hatches the number 
N diminiſhes. It is difficult in this ſpe- 
cies to ſeparate the males from the females; their 
ſize being the ſame in both ſexes, and the co- 
lours of their plumage, as I have ſaid, ſubject to 


vary. Aldrovandus ſaw, and cauſed to be de- 


lineated, three of theſe birds, caught in different 


* Dr. Lottinger aſſures me, that they arrive in the onthe of 
March and April in the mountains of Lorraine, and that they re- 


_ turn in September and October. Hence it would follow that i in 
theſe mountains, or rather in foreſts that cover them, they paſs the 
ſummer, and from theſe retreats viſit us in autumn. But muſt we 


apply this local remark of Lottinger's to the whole ſpecies 7 Ob- 


ſervations alone will decide. 
1 t Britiſh Zoology, | 


R 4 | ſeaſons; 
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ſeaſons; all which differed in the colours of 


their bill, of their legs, and of their feathers: 
in one of them the ſtreaks on the breaſt were 


hardly perceptible. Friſch aſſerts, however, 
that the old males have a white ray above the 
eyes, and Linnæus makes theſe white eyelids 
one of the characters of the ſpecies. Almoſt all 
the other naturaliſts agree, that the young males 
can hardly be diſtinguiſhed but by their early 
inclination to chant: for the Throſtle ſings de- 


lightfully, eſpecially in the ſpring *, whoſe re- 


turn it announces; and as it breeds ſeveral 
times in the year, it enjoys a ſucceſſion of the 
vernal pleaſures, and may be ſaid to warble 


three-fourths of the year. It fits whole hours 
on the top of a tall tree, ſtraining its delicate 
throat. Its warbling conſiſts of ſeveral different 
couplets, like that of the Miſſel, but ſtill more 
varied and more charming ; which has obtained 


for it in many countries the denomination of the 
Singing Thruſh. The ſong is undoubtedly in- 


' tended to attract the female; for even the 


imperfect imitation of it will produce that 
effect. 


Fach brood follows ſeparately their parents; 


ſometimes ſeveral of theſe chancing to meet in 
the ſame wood, would induce us to think that 


* On! its firſt arrival, Nn the end of winter, it kat only a fee 
ble whiſtle, day and night, like the Ortolans. 


f they 
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they aſſociate in numerous flocks *; but their 
union is fortuitous and momentary ; ith fami- 


lies ſoon ſeparate, and even the individuals diſ- 
perſe after they are able to b * their 


ſubſiſtence f. 

Theſe birds are found in Italy, Finne, Lor- 
raine, England, Scotland, Sweden, where they 
haunt the foreſts which abound with maples 1. 
They migrate from Sweden into Poland fifteen 
days before and after the feſtival of St. Michael, 
when the weather is warm and calm. 


Though the Throſtle is quick. ſighted, and 


very alert to avoid its declared enemies, and to 
eſcape from manifeſt dangers; it has at bottom 


but little cunning, and is quite unguarded againſt 


concealed ſtratagems: it is eaſily caught either 
by the call or the gin, though leſs ſo than the 
Red-Wing. In ſome parts of Poland, ſuch 


numbers are taken that ſmall barks are loaded 


with them for exportation F. It is a bird that 


delights in woods, and in ſuch places the ſnares 
may be laid with ſucceſs. It ſeldom is met with 


in the plains, and even when it viſits the vines 
it conſtantly retires into the neighbouring copſes 


in the evening, and during the heat of the day; 


Friſch.— Dr. Lottinger alſo lays, that though they do not 


migrate in troops, many are found together or pretty ni igh each 
other. 


+ I am aſſured, however, that they like the compeny of the 
Calendar Larks. 


1 Linnzus, Fauna Grads 5 Rzaczinkki, 


ſo 


% TEE es iir 


fo that to ſucceed in catching the Throſtle, y, 

ought to chooſe the proper time ; its departure 
in the morning, and its return 1n the evening, 
or the mid-day, when the ſun's rays are moſt 
oppreſſive. Sometimes they are intoxicated 
with eating ripe grapes, and then they: fall an 
eaſy prey. 


Willughby informs us, that this ſpecies beck 
in England, and reſides there the whole year; 
and he adds, that its fleſh is excellent, but par- 
takes of the quality of its food. Our Throftle | 
ſubſiſts in autumn on cheſnuts, beech-maſt, 
grapes, figs, ivy-berries, Juniper-berries, the 
fruit of the ſervice-tree, and ſuch like aliments, 
We are not ſo certain what it lives upon 1n the A 
fpring. In that ſeaſon it commonly appears on 
the ground in the woods, in wet places, and 
among the buſhes which ſkirt the flooded mea- 
dows, where it may be ſuppofed to ſearch for 
_ earth-worms, ſnails, &c. If an intenſe vernal 
froſt happens, the Throſtles, inſtead of flying 

to milder climates, retire to the ſprings, and 
languiſh and pine; and a continuance of this 
ſevere weather will deſtroy many of them. 
This would ſeem to ſhew, that cold is not the 
ſole cauſe of their migrations, but that they have 
a certain circuit to deſcribe annually in a given 
time. It is ſaid that pomegranates prove 4 
poiſon to them. In Bugey, the neſts of the 
Throſtles are much ſought after, or rather 
their 
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their young, which are dreſſed into delicate 
diſhes. | 

I ſhould ſuppoſe that this ſpecies was un- 
known to the ancients; for Ariſtotle reckons 

only three kinds *, which are all different from 
the preſent, and of which we ſhall treat in the 
following articles. Nor can we imagine that 
Pliny meant this when he ſpeaks of a new ſpe- 
cies which appeared | in Italy 1n the time of the 
war between Otho and Vitellius ; for that bird 
was almoſt as large as a Pigeon + and therefore 
four times the ſize of the Throſtle, which weighs 
only three ounces. 

J have obſerved in a Throſtle which lived 
ſome time with me, that when it was angry it 
cracked and ſnapped with its bill; its upper 
mandible was alſo moveable, though much leſs 
than the lower; alſo its tail was ſomewhat 
forked, which is not very evident from the 


figure f. 


* Hip Anim. lib. ix. 20. 

+ Pliny, lib. x. 49. 

Specific character of the Throftle, Turdus Muſs cur, Ling, 
* Its wing-quills are ferruginous at their inner baſe.“ It is nine 
inches long, and its alar extent thirteen and a half, It ſings, 
eſpecially in the evenings of the ſpring, from the top of the 
higheſt tree; and breeds in buſhes and thickets. Its neſt is formed 
with earth, moſs, and ftraws, the inſide plaſtered with clay. It 
lays five or fix eggs: of a bluiſh . variegated with a few black 


(pots, | 
M 
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VARIETIES of the TH ROS TIL E 


I. The WHITE THROSTLE. The ſole 
difference conſiſts in the whiteneſs of its plum- 
age; a quality which, though commonly 
afcribed to the influence of the northern «i. 
mates, may be produced by accidental cauſes 
in the more temperate countries, as we have 
remarked in the hiſtory of the Raven: but this 
colour is not ſpread over the whole body, nor is 
it pure. The breaſt and neck are marked with WM 
the ſpeckles peculiar to the Thruſhes, though 
far more dilute and faint ; the back is ſhaded 
with a mixture of brown, and the breaſt tinged WW 
with rufous, as in thoſe figured by Friſch, pl. 33, Wl 
but without any deſcription. Sometimes none 
of the upper part of the body, except the head, 
is white, as in that deſcribed by Aldrovindu; | 
at other times the lower part of the neck only 
is marked by a white-croſs-bar, like a half col- 
lar; and, in different individuals, this colour 
certainly mingles variouſly with thoſe proper to 
the ſpecies. —But diſtinctions of that ſort can- 
not form even permanent varieties. 


II. The CRESTED THRUSH, mentioned 

by Schwenckfeld, muſt alſo be regarded as a 

variety of this ſpecies ; not only becauſe it is 
of the ſame ſize, and its plumage ſimilar, ex- 
: | cept 
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cept a whitiſh tuft, formed like that of the 
Creſted Lark, and alſo its collar white, but be- 


cauſe it is very rare. It may be even ſaid, that 


hitherto it is anique, ſince Schwenckfeld is the 
only perſon who has ſeen it, and that only once 


when it was caught in 1599 in the foreſts of 
the Dutchy of Lignitz.—It may be proper * 


mention, that theſe birds have ſometimes a creſt 
formed in drying, from the contraction of cer- 
tain muſcles of the ſkin which cover the head. 


— 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 
THAT, ARE RELATED TO THE THROS TI. 


The, GUIANA THRUSH, 


La Grive de la Guyane, Buff. 
Turdus Guianenſis, Gmel. 


T HE coloured figure conveys nearly al the 

information which we poſſeſs with regard 

to this little bird. Its tail is longer, and its wings 

proportionably ſhorter than in the Throſtle; 

but its colours are nearly the ſame, only the 

ſpeckles are ſpread as far as the laſt of the infe- 
rior coverts of the tail. 

As the Throſtle viſits the countries of the 
north, and is beſides very fond of changing its 
_ reſidence, it may have thence migrated into 

North America, and penetrated towards tlie 
ſouth, where it would experience the alterations 
produced by the difference of climate and of 
food“. 


* Specific character of the Turdus Guianenſis:— e Above it is 
« duſky-greeniſh, below e with black longitudinal 
46 * mY | 


II. The 


FOREIGN BIRDS related . the THROSTLE. 


It. 
The LITTLE THRUSH. 


La Griwvette d Ameri que, Buff. 
T'urdus Minor, Gmel. 1 
 Turdus Iliacus C arolinenfis » Briſſ. 
 Turdus Minimus, Klein. 
Merula Tuſca, Sloane. 


This bird occurs not only in Canada, but in 
Pennſylvania, Carolina, and as far as Jamaica: 
it ſpends only the ſummer in the northern pro- 
vinces; though in the milder regions of the 
ſouth it reſides the whole year. In Carolina it 
haunts the thickeſt woods contiguous to the 
ſwamps; but in the hotter climate of Jamaica 
it retires to the foreſts that cover the moun- 
tains. 
The ſpecimens deſeribed or Eres by natu- 
raliſts differ in the colours of their feathers, of 
their bill, and of their legs; which would imply 
(if they all belong to the ſame ſpecies), that the 
plumage of the American Throſtles is no leſs 
variable than thoſe of Europe, and that they all 
ſpring from a common ſtem. This conjecture 
derives force from the numerous analogies which 
this bird has to the Thruſhes, in its ſhape, in its 
port, in its propenſity to migrate, and to feed 
upon berries, in the yellow colour of its internal 
parts, obſerved by Sloane, and in the ſpeckles 
5 n 
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which appear on its breaſt; but it ſeems the 
moſt nearly related to our Throſtle and Reg. 
Wing, and a compariſon of the points of ſimi. : 
larity is neceſſary to determine the ſpecies to 

which it belongs. 

This bird is ſmaller than any WY our Thruſhes, 
as in general are all the birds of America, if 
compared with their archetypes in the old con- 
tinent. Like the Red-Wing, it does not ſing, and 
| has fewer ſpeckles than that ſpecies, and there- | 

fore than any of the genus; like the Red-Wing | 
alſo, its fleſh is delicate.—So far the American 
Thruſh reſembles the Red-Wing, but it has 
more numerous relations to our Throſtle; and, 
in my opinion, more deciſive ones. It has beards 
round the bill, a ſort of yellowiſh plate on tlic 
| breaſt ; it readily ſettles and remains in a coun- 
try which affords it ſubſiſtence ; its cry is like the 
winter- notes of the Throſtle, ad therefore un- 
pleaſant, as generally are the cries of all birds 
that live in wild countries inhabited by ſavages. 
Beſides, the Throſtle, and not the Red-Wing, 
is found in Sweden, whence it could eaſily mi- 
grate into America. 
This Throſtle arrives in Nn in the 


month of May; it continues there the whole of 


the ſummer, during which time it hatches and } 


raiſes its young. Cateſby tells us, that few of 
theſe Throſtles are ſeen in Carolina, whether 
becauſe a part only ſettle of what arrive, or that, 
as we have already obſerved, they conceal them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves in the woods. They ſubſiſt on the berries 
of the holly, of the white-thorn, c. 

In the ſpecimens deſcribed by Sloane, the 
noſtrils were wider, and the feet longer than in 
thoſe deſcribed by Cateſby and Briſſon. Nor 
was their plumage the ſame; and if theſe dif- 
ferences were conſtant, we ſhould have reaſon 
to conclude that they belong to another family, 


or at leaſt are a permanent winken of this 
ſpecies, [A] 


[A] Grielin and Latham make the American and the Tumaicn 
Throſtle to be two different ſpecies, The former, Turdus Minor, 
is thus characterized by Latham: “ It is duſky-rufous, the un- 
« der-fide of its body variegated with blackiſh ſpots; the upper - 
part of its throat, its belly, and its vent, white. The ſpecific 
—_ of the latter, the Turdus Jamaicenſis, or Famaica Thruſh : 

„ —It is duſky-cinereous, below white, its throat es longi- 
A tudinally with brown, its breaſt cinereous.“ M 


III. 
The REED THRUSH*, 


La Rouſſerole, Buff. 
Turdus Arundinaceus, Linn. Gmel. and Briſr. 
Junco, Geſner, Aldrov. Ray, and Will. 


This bird has been called the River Night- 
ingale, becauſe the male chants night and 


In Latin it has been called Junco, Cinclus, Turdus Palupris 
(Marſh. -Thruſh), Paſſer Aguaticus (Water-Sparrow) : : in Italian, 
vor. 111, $ Paſſere 


— — —— — — 


bird climbs like the Creepers along the reed; 


family of the Thruſhes; but it reſembles them 
ſaw one almoſt alive, ſince it was killed in his 


preſence, doubts whether it could be referred to | 
another genus. Heinforms us, that theſe bird; 


Aides of the little hillocks covered with moſs *, 
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day, while the female is employed in hatching 
and becauſe it haunts wet' places. But though 
its ſong has a greater extent, it is far from be. 
ing ſo pleaſant as that of the Nightingale. It ;; 
commonly accompanied with a very briſk mo- 
tion, and a trembling of the whole body. The 


and the low willows in ſearch of inſects, which 
conſtitute its food. 

The habit of this bird in frequenting the 
marſhes would ſeem to exclude it from the 


ſo much in its external form, that Klein, who 


inhabit the iſlands in the mouth of the Viſtula, 
and make their neſt on the ground along the 


He ſuſpects that they paſs the winter in the 
denſe marſhy foreſts T; and he adds, that the 
upper-part of their body is a rufous brown, the 
lower of a dirty white, with ſome aſh ſpots ; the 


Paſſere d' Acqua: in the language of the American Indians, 
Atototloquichitl, according to Nieremberg; Acototloguichitl, ac- 
cording to Fernandez; Caracura, according to Laet The Frenci 
name Roſſrole is derived from rouſſe, the feminine of rour, Which 
denotes its rufous plumage. 

* It builds among the canes, ſays Belon, with ſmall reed- ua, 
and lays five or fix eggs. : 

+ Belon at ſirſt ſuppoſed the Reed-Thruſh to be a bird of pal 
ſage, but afterwards diſcovered the contrary. | 
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bill black, the inſide of the mouth orange; as in 
the Thruſhes, and the legs lead-coloured. 

An intelligent obſerver has aſſured me that 
he was acquainted in Brie with a ſmall bird 
of this kind, and vulgarly called Efarvattc, 
which alſo prattles continually, and lodges. 
among the reeds like the other. This recon- 
ciles the oppolite opinions of Klein and Brifſon 
with regard to the ſize of the Reed-Thruſh ; the 
former maintaining that it is as large as a 
Throſtle, the latter that it does not exceed the 
Lark. It flies heavily, and flaps with its 
wings; the feathers on its head are longer than 
the reſt, and form an indiſtin& creſt, 
Sonnerat brought from the Philippines a 
| true Reed-Thruſh, exactly ſimilar to that of 
No. 513%, 


_ * Specific character of the Turdus Arundinaceus: “ It is duſky- 
e ferruginous, below of a chalky-white, its wing-quills marked 
with tawny ftripes at the tips.” It is larger than a Lark, be- 
ing ſeven inches long. Its eggs are yellowiſh- ret with duſky 


pots. 1 . 
M 
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W 
The MISS EL THRUSH“ 


La Draine, Buff. 
Turdus Viſcivorus, Linn. Gmel. Geſuer, Aldrov, Kc. 
Turdus Major, Brifſ. 
- Turtus Viſcivorus Major, Ray. 
The Mijeltoe-Thruſh, or Shreitch, Charl. 
The ea Bird, or Hrite, Will. | 


The Miſfel Fs. five ounces, and i 1s diſtin 
cuiſhed by its magnitude from all the other 


Thruſhes: but it is far from being ſo large as 
a Magpie, which Ariſtotle is made to aſſert f; 

an error probably of the copyiſt ; or perhaps it 
_ attains to a greater ſize in Greece than with us. 


The Greeks. and Romans conſidered the 


| Thruſhes as birds of paſſage r, not excepting 


the Miſſel, with which they were perfectly ac- 
quainted under the name of vici vorous Thruſh, 


or — on m 8 berries 9. 


. In 


* In Greek, Ifoongo;, or MugromzMc 7 in Turkiſh, "IP 
in Italian, Tordo, Turdela, Gardenna, Dreſſa, Dreſſan, Gaſutto, 


Columbina: in German, » Zeher, Zerner, Ziering, Scbnarre, 
Schnerrer : in ' Poliſh, Orozd, Nayawiekſty, Jemiolucha, Cnapio: 
in Welch 1 1 is called Pen y lkwyn, which gabcs fr of the 


coppice. 
+ Hift. Anim, lib. ix. 20. 


t Ariſtot. Hi. Anim. lib. viii. 16.—Pliny, lib. x. 24.— Varro 


De Re Ru ica, lib. iii. 5 


5 Bird-lime ( viſcus) was formerly made from the berries of tb? 


miſletoe: hence the Latin proverb Turdus malum fibi cacat; that 


paraſite 
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In Burgundy, the Miſſels arrive in flocks 
about the months of September and October, 
coming moſt probably from the mountains of 
Lorraine *. Part of them purſue their journey, 
and depart always in numerous bodies in the 
beginning of winter, while the reſt remain till 
the month of March; for ſome of them always 
continue during the ſummer both in Burgundy, 
and in other provinces of France, of Germany, 
of Poland F, &c. In Italy alſo, and in Eng- 
land, ſo many neſtle that Aldrovandus ſaw the 
new brood ſold in the markets; and Albin re- 
cards the Miſſels as not birds of paſſage}. Thoſe 


paraſite plant being ſuppoſed to be propagated on the oak from 


the berries voided by the Miſſels. Bird-hme is now obtained by 


macerating the inner bark of holly. 

* Dr. Lottinger of Sarbourg aſſures me, that ſuch of the 
Thruſies as remove from the mountains of Lorraine on the ap- 
proach of winter, depart in September and October, and return 
in the months of March and April; and that they breed in the 


foreſts with which the mountains are covered, &c. This account 


agrees well with what we have given from our own obfervation, 
But I muſt confeſs that another remark of that gentleman diſ- 
agrees with one of a very intelligent ornithologiſt : The latter 
(M. Hebert) pretends that in Brie the Thruthes aſſemble at no 


time of the year; whereas M. Lottinger aſſerts that in Lorraine 


they always fly in flocks, and in fact they ſeem to arrive n trvops 


about Montbard, as I have remarked. Can their habits differ in 


aiitcrent countries, or in different times? This is not altogether 
unexampled ; and I muſt add, from a more particular obiervation, 
that after the November paſſage is over, thoſe which remain in 
cur diſtricts live ſeparately till the time of hatching : in ſhort, 


that the aſſertions of theſe two obſervers may be 370; with certain 
reſtrictions. 


+ Rzaczynſki. | 
{ The authors of the Britiſh Zoology are of the ſame Opinion. 
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262 FOREIGN BIRDS 


which remain lay and hatch ſucceſsfully, They 
build their neſts, ſometimes in trees of a mid. 
dling height, and ſometimes on the top of ſuch 
as are extremely tall, but always prefer thoſe 
which are moſt covered with moſs. They con- 
ſtruct both the inſide and outſide with herbage, 
leaves, and moſs, eſpecially the white moſs; and 
their neſt reſembles more that of the Blackbird 
than of the other Thruſhes, except its being 
lined with bedding. They lay four or five 


gray-ſpotted eggs; they feed their young with 


caterpillars, worms, flugs, and even ſnails, the 
ſhell of which they break. The parents eat all 


ſorts of berries during the ſummer, cherries, 
grapes, olives, the fruits of the cornel and the 


ſervice-trees; and in winter they ſubſiſt upon the 


berries of the juniper, of the holly, of the iy, 
of the buck-thorn; upon beech-maſt, floes, 


fennel, and, above all, upon miſletoe berries, 
When diſturbed they cry tr, tre, tre; hence 
their name in the dialect of Burgundy draine 


and even ſome of the Engliſh names. In the 
ſpring the females have no other notes; but the 


males, fitting on the tops of the trees, ſing 
charmingly, and their warble conſiſts of dif- 


ferent airs that form a conſtantly varied ſuc- 


ceſſion. In winter they are no longer heard. 


The male differs not in external appearance from 


the female, except that he has more black 1 in his 


plu Mage. 


Thele 


1 
"SH 
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Theſe birds are of a gentle pacific temper ; 
they never fight with one another, but yet are 
anxious for their own ſafety. They are more 
cautious even than the Blackbirds, which are 
generally reckoned very ſhy and timorous ; for 


the Miſſels reſiſt the allurement. They are, how- 


quently than the Throſtles or Red- Wings. 
Belon afferts, that the fleſh of the Miſſel, 


rior flavour to that of the other ſpecies ; but this 
is contrary to the account of all other natural- 
iſts, and to my own experience. Our Miſlels 
live not indeed upon olives, nor our {mall Throſ- 
tles upon miſletoe· berries, as thoſe of which he 
ſpeaks; and it is well known how much the dif- 
| ference of food affects the quality of a % 


* Specific character of the Turdus V; iſcivorns 2 + 
« 15 duſky, its neck ſpotted with white, its bill yellowiſh,” e 


Miel Thruſh reſembles much the Throſtle, but the ſpots on its 


breait are large aud round, not elongated as in the latter; and the 
inner coverts of its wings are white, thoſe of the Throſtle yellow. 
It is alſo of ſuperior ſize ; tor it is eleven inches long, fixteen and 
a half broad, and weighs near five ounces. it builds its neſt in 
bullies, or in the ſides of trees, particularly the aſh, 


theſe are ſometimes decoyed by the call, while 


ever, caught ſometimes in gins, though leſs fre- 


which he calls the Great Thruſh, is of a 8 
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VARIETY of tbe MISSEL THRUSH. 


The only variety I find in this ſpecies is the 
Whitiſh Miſſel noticed by Aldrovandus. The 
quills of its tail and wings were of a light and 
almoſi whitiſh colour, the head and all the up- 

per- part of the body cinereous. | 
We may remark in this variety the alteration 
of the colour of the quills, of the wings, and 
of the tail, which are commonly ſuppoſed to be 
the leaſt nahe to change, and as being of 2 
1 deeper dye than the other feathers. 
1 may add that there are always ſome Miſſels 
0 which breed in the Royal Garden on the leaf- 
© leſs trees; they ſeem to be very fond of yew 
8 berries, and eat fo plentifully of them that their | 
1 excrements are red; they are alſo attached to 
1 the fruit of the lote. | 
= In Provence the people have a ſort of call with WM 
| which they imitate the vernal ſong of the Miſſel | 
Thruſh and of the Throſtle. The perſon con- 
ceals himſelf in a green arbour, from which 
he can fee through a loop-hole a pole, which 
he has faſtened to a neighbouring tree; the 
Thruſhes are invited by the call, and ex- 
li  peRting to meet with their companions, alight 
1 on the pole, and fall by the ſhot of the fowler, 


The FIELD FAR E. 


La Litorne, Buff. | 
| Turdus Pilaris, Linn. Gmel. Geſner, and Aldrov. 
Turdus Pilaris, ſeu Turdela, Briſſ. 


18 Thruſh is the largeſt after the Miſſel; 
and like it can hardly be decoyed by the 
call, but may be caught by a nooſe. It differs 
from the other Thruſhes by the yellow colour 
of its bill, the deeper brown of its legs, and the 
cinereous ſometimes variegated with black, which 
breads over its head, behind its neck, and upon 
its rump. 

The male and ſeutals have the ſame cry, 
which will equally attract the wild Fieldfares 
in the {ealon of migration 1. But the female 
is diſtingiu:thcd from the male by the colour of 


her bill, which is much duller. Theſe birds, 


which breed in Poland and Lower Auſtria I, 
never neſtle in France. They arrive in. flocks 
with the Red- Wing about the beginning of De- 
cember, and make a loud noiſe as they fly C. 


* In G HR which is alſo adopted in Latin: in 
Italian, Viſcada, Yiſeards, (I ſuſpect theſe names to belong to the 
Mfc! Thruſh:) in Spaniſh, Zorzc/: in German, Krammet. Vogel, 
Ziemmer : in Swiſs, Reckolter, Mecholter, N. achholder-droſtel in 
Poli, Droxd. Srxedni, Kwiczet : in Danich, Dobbelt Kramsfugl : 
in Norwegian, Graae Troſt, Field. Tra, Norden Jinds Fibe: in 
dwediſh, Kramsfogel, Snoſtata. 


+ Friſch, I Klein, and Kramer. $ Rzaczynſk1, 
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They haunt the unploughed fields which are 
inter ſperſed with juniper buſhes, and when they 
appear again in the ſpring *, they prefer the we; 
meadows. In general they inhabit the woods 
much leſs than the two preceding ſpecies.. Some. 
times they make an early but tranſient appear- 
ance when the ſervices are ripe, of which they 
are very fond, though they nevertheleſs return 
at the uſual time. 

It is not an uncommon thing to ſee the 
Fieldfares aſſemble to the number of two or 
three thouſand in a ſpot where there are ripe 
ſervices, which they devour with ſuch voracity, 
that they throw half of them on the ground. 
After rains they frequently run along the ditches 


in ſearch of worms and ſlugs. In the time of 


hard froſts, they live upon the haws of the 
white-thorn, the berries of the miſletoe, and 
thoſe of other plants F. 
We may infer then that the Fieldfares are of 
a much more ſocial diſpoſition than the Throſ- 
tles or the Miſſels. They ſometimes go ſingle, 
but for the moſt part they form, as I have al- 
ready remarked, very numerous flocks, fly in a 
body, and ſpread through the meadows in ſearch 
of food, never loſing ſight of their ſociety, 
They all collect together upon the ſame tree at 
certain hours of the day, or when at any time 


'* They arrive in England about the W 5 ORober, and | 
depart in the month of May. BRITISH ZooLoOGY., 
+ Lottinger. | | 
they 
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they are alarmed at the near approach of a 
perlon. = | 1 
Linnæus mentions a Fieldfare, which was 
bred in the houſe of a wine- merchant, and be- 
came fo familiar that it would run along the ta- 
ble and drink the wine out of the glaſſes; it 
drank ſo much that it grew bald, but being ſhut 
up in its cage and denied wine, it recovered its 
plumage n. This little anecdote preſents two 
remarkable facts; the effect of wine upon the 
feathers of a bird, and the inſtance of a tame 
Fieldfare, which 1s very uncommon ; for the 
Thruſhes cannot be, as I have before ſaid, eaſily 
domeſticated. FG 
The Fieldfares are the more numerous in pro- 
portion to the ſeverity of the weather; they 
ſeem to be even a ſign of its continuance, for 
the fowlers and thoſe who live in the country 
judge that the winter 1s not over as long as the 
Fieldfares are heard, They retire in ſummer 
into the northern countries, where they breed 
and find abundance of junipers. Friſch aſcribes 
to this ſort of food the excellent quality he dif- 
covered in their fleſh, I own that there is no 
diſputing about taſtes, but I muſt ſay that in Bur- 
gundy this Thruſh is reckoned very indifferent 
eating, and that in general the flavour commu- 
nicated by juniper is always ſomewhat bitter. 


Others aſſert that the fleſh of the Fieldfares is 


Fauna Sutcica, p. 71. 
N never 
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never better or more ſucculent than When it 


feeds on worms and inſects. 


The Fieldfare was known by the ancients un- 
der the name of Turdus Pilaris; not becauic it 


has been always caught with a nooie, as Salerne 


ſays, a quality which would not have diſtin. 
guiſhed it from the other Thruſhes, but becauſe 
the hairs or black briſtles round its bill, which 
project forwards, are longer in this ſpecies than 
in the Throſtle or the Miſſel. We may add, 
that its claws are very ſtrong, as remarked in 
the Britiſh Zoology. Friſch relates, that if the 
young of the Miſſel be put in a Fieldfare's neſt, 


it will feed and educate them as its own; but ! 


would not thence infer, as Friſch has done, that 


we might expect to obtain an hybridous race; 


for no perſon ſurely looks for a new breed be- 


| tween the hen and the drake, though the hen 


often rears whole hatches of ducklings. [A] 


[A] Specific character of the Fieldfare, Turdus Pilaris = Its 
* tail-quills are black, the outermoſt whitiſh at the tip of their 
inner margin, the tail and rump hoary.”” It is ten inches long, 
ſeventeen broad, and weighs four ounces. The Fieldfares never 
breed in Great Britain, but arrive in flocks with the Red-Wings 


in the end of September, and retire in the heginning of March: 


but what is ſingular, they appear for a fortnight about Michael 


mas, and again for about a week in April. Linnæus and Latham 


think that the Fieldfares were the Thruſhes which the Romans 
fattened in their voleries. | 
M 


VARL| 
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VARIETY of the FIELDFARE. 


is yariegated with white, black, and many other 
colours, ſo diſtributed that except the head and 
me neck, which are white ſpotted with black, 


hues, interſperſed with white ſpots, prevail on 
che upper-part of the body; and, on the con- 
trary, the light colours, eſpecially the white, are 
ſpread over the lower- part marked with black 
bee moſt oſ which are ſhaped like ſmall 


ſize. 

We ought to refer to this the White-headed 
| Fieldfare of Briſſon. It has no black ſpeckles, 
and as its white is what alone diſtinguiſhes it 
: from the common Fieldfare, we may conſider 


ch. ve of plumage would begin at the head, 
ſince the colour of that part varies in different 
individuals. 


The PIED or SPOTTED FIELDFARE. It 


and the tail, which is entirely black, the duſky 


creſcents. This Fieldfare is of the 


iv AS intermediate between that and the Spotted 
Fic'dfare. It is even natural to ſuppoſe that the 
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The CAYENNE FIELDFARE 


Turdus Cayanenſis, Gmel. NU 
T he Cayenne Thruſh, Lath, 


REFER this Thruſh to the Fieldfare, becauſe 
it appears to be more cloſely related to that 
ſpecies than to any other, by the colour of the 
upper-part of its body and of its legs. It differs 

in many reſpets from the whole genus: its 
| breaſt and the under-part of its body are not ſo 
diſtinctly dappled ; its plumage is more exten- 
ſively variegated, though in a different manner, 
_ almoſt all the feathers of the upper and under- 
fide of the body being edged with a lighter co- 
lour, which marks nicely their ſhape; and 
laſtly, the lower mandible is ſcalloped near the 
point ;—and theſe differences are ſufficient to 
conſtitute it a diſtinct ſpecies, till we are better 
acquainted with its habits and diſpoſitions *, 


* Specific character of the Turdus Cayanenſis (c It is cine- 
« recus, below partly white, the greater coverts of its wings, and 
« the quills, black; the upper-part of the throat, the bill, 
« and the legs, black.” It is of the ſize of the Throſtle, being 
eight inches long. | 

9 5 II. The 
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IL 
The CANADA FIELDFARE. 


Turdus Migratorius, Linn. Gmel. and Klein. 
Furdus Canadenfis, Brill. | | 
The Fieldfare of Carolina, Cateſby. 

The Red. breaſted Thruſh, Penn. and Lath: 


Fieldfare is the name which Cateſby applies 
| 0 the Thruſh deſeribed and figured in his Na- 
| tural Hiſtory of Carolina ; and I adopt it the 
more readily, ſince that ſpecies ſpends at leaſt a 
part of the year in Sweden, and could thence 
migrate into the New World, and produce other 
varieties. In the Canada Fieldfare the orbits are. 
white, there 1s a ſpot of the ſame colour between 
the eye and the bill, the upper-part of the body 
is brown, the under orange before, and varie- 
gated behind with dirty white and ruſty brown, 
ſhaded with a greeniſh tinge; there are alſo ſome 
ſpeckles under its throat, whoſe ground colour 
is white, In winter it advances in numerous 
flocks from the northern parts of America to 
Virginia and Carolina, and returns in the ſpring. 
It reſembles our Fieldfare in this circumſtance, 
but it ſings better *®, Cateſby ſays that it has a 


* We muſt remember that the ſong of a bird cannot be known 
unleſs it be heard in the ſeaſon of love, and that the Fieldfare ne- 
ver breeds i in our climates, 


"PR 


22 _ FOREIGN BIRDS 


ſharp note like the Guy Thruſh or Mig 
He alſo tells us that one of theſe Canada Field. 
fares having diſcovered the firſt privet that wa 
planted in Virginia, took ſo great a liking to the 
fruit, that it remained all the ſummer. Cateſhy 
was informed that theſe birds breed in Marylan, 
where they remain the whole year. [A] 


TA) Specific character of the 1 Migratorius _—_ It in 

« gray, its belly rufous, its eyelids white, the outermoſt tail.quil 
« white at its inner tip.” The Red-breaſted Thruſhes ſeem tg 
traverſe the whole extent of North America. In Hudſon's Bay 
they appear in pairs about the beginning of May: at Mooſe Fart 
they neſtle, and hatch in fourteen days; at Severn Settlement, 
four degrees farther north, they require twenty-ſix. In the State 
of New-York they arrive in February, lay their eggs in May, | 
and retire ſouthwards in October. They live upon worms, in. 
ſes, the ſeeds of the ſaſſafras ſhrub, and various ſorts of berries, 
Their neſt is compoſed of roots, moſs, &c. The male is afidu- 


ous in aiding his mate during incubation. She lays four or fire 
eggs of a fine ſea- green. 
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III. 


The R E D- WING“. 


Le Mauvis, Buff. : 
Turdus Iliacus, Linn. and Gmel. 

. Turdus Minor, Geſner. 

. Turdus Illas, ſeu Tylas, Aldrov. | 
The Red-Ming, S. Wwinepipe, or Wind Thruſh, will 


This ſmall Thruſh is the moſt uſeful of them 
all, ſince it is the beſt to-eat, eſpecially in Bur- 
gundy, where its fleſh is delicious T. Beſides, 
it is oftener caught in the nooſe than any other, 

and is therefore the moſt valuable ſpecies both 
for its quantity and its quality g. It generally 

| appears the ſecond, that is, after the Throſtle 
and before the Fieldfare ; and it arrives in large 

| bodies in November, and departs before Chriſt- 
mas. It breeds in the woods near Dantzic 5, 


In Italian, Malvizzo, Tordo-ſacello, Cion, Cipper : in Spaniſh, 
Malvis: in German, Wein-dreftel (Wine-throſtle), Roth-droftel 
Red-throſtle), Heide-droftel (Heath-throftle), Pfef-droftel (Pipe- 
throſtle), Behemle, Baemerlin, Boemerle in Swiſs, Berg-T roftel, 
Mintel, Girerle, Gixerle : in Poliſh, Drozd-mnieyſh : in Swediſh, 
Klera, Kladra, Tall- Traſt. 1 x Ty, 

} Linnzus aſſerts the contrary, Sy/f. Nat. p. 169. This dif- 
ference between one country and another depends probably on that 
of the quality of the food, or perhaps on that of taſtes. 

t Friſch and the fowler aſſert, that it is not eaſily taken with 
roſes, when they are mad of white or of black hairs : in Bur- 

gung, - re made of theſe two ſorts twiſted together. 
| {\ Klein, = 8 | 
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but ſeldom or never ſettles in our provinces, or 
in Lorraine, where it arrives in April, and re. 
tires about the end of the lame month, and ap. 


pears not again till autumn; though that coun- 


try affords abundance of proper food in its vat 
foreſts. It halts there a certain time at leaft 
and does not, as Friſch afferts, remove merely 
into ſome parts of Germany. Its common food 


is berries and ſmall worms, which it finds by 
{craping the ground. It is diſtinguiſhed from 
the other Thruſhes, by its feathers being more 
gloſſy and ſhining, its bill and eyes of a deeper 
black than the Throſtle, whoſe ſize it approaches, 
and by its having fewer ſpeckles on the breaf, 
It is alſo remarkable for the orange colour under 


its wing, a circumſtance which has occaſioned | 
its being called in ſeveral languages, Red-winged 
Thruſh. LE 

Its ordinary cry is tan, tan, ban, Lan; and 
when it perceives a fox, its natural enemy, it 
leads him off to a great diſtance; as do alſo the 


Blackbirds, repeating always the ſame notes. Molt | 


naturaliſts remark that it never ſings; but this 
aſſertion needs to be qualified, and we can only 


ſay that it is ſeldom heard to ſing in countries 


where it does not appear in the ſeaſon of love, | 
as in France, England, &c. An excellent ob- 


5 ſerver, M. Hebert, has informed me, that he 


has witneſſed its chanting in the ſpring in Brie; 


twelve or fifteen of them ſat on a tree and war- 


bled like linnets. Another obſerver, who lies 
| | 1 


ale to ile FIELD PARK. 233 


ja the ſouth of Provence, tells me, that the Red- 
Wing only whiſtles, which it does inceſſantly; 
we may infer, therefore, that it does not breed 
in that country. 
Ariſtotle mentions it by the name of [tian 
| Thruſh, as being the ſmalleſt and the leaſt ſpot- 
ted of the Thruſhes *. This epithet ſeems to 
imply that 1t was brought into Greece from the 
coaſts of Aſia, where once ſtood IJlium, the city 
of Troy. : 
fl have traced an analogy between this ſpecies 
and the Fieldfare. They are both foreign, and 
| only viſit our climate twice a year ; they aſ- 
ſemble in numerous flocks at certain hours to 
chirp together ; they are ſimilarly marked with 
ſpeckles on the breaſt. But the Red- Wing is 
ao related to the Throſtle; its fleſh is not in- 
ferior in quality, the under-ſurface of its wing 
Is yellow, but more lively indeed, and of an 
orange tinge; it often occurs ſingle in the 
woods, and viſits the vineyards, like the Throſ. 
tle, with which Lottinger has obſerved it often to 
fly in company, eſpecially in the ſpring. From 
the whole it appears that this ſpecies is furniſhed 
with the means of ſubliſting of the other two, 


* Ariſtotle, H; i/t. Anim. lib. ix. 20. 
I In natural Hiſtory, as in many other ſubjects, general obſer- 
vations always admit of exceptions. Though for the moſt part the 
Red-Wing does not ſpend the winter in our climates, I am aſſured 
by M. Hebert, that he killed one year in a hard froſt ſeveral dozens 
on a white-thorn, which was till loaded with its berries, 
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e ferruginous, its eye- lids whitiſh.*? It is ſmaller than the Field. 
fare, and nearly nine inches long. It breeds in the north of Eu. 
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and that in many reſpects it may be regarded a 
forming the ſhade between the Throſtle and the 
Fieldfare. [A] 


[A] Specific character of the 2 urdus iacus = Its wings are 


rope, in hedges and buſhes, and lays fix eggs of a bluiſh green, 
ſpotted with black. 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 


WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE THRUSHES 


AND zn 


- 


The BARBARY THRUSH#. 


ia Grive Baſſette de Barbarie, Buff. 
Turdus Barbaricus, Gmel. 
The Greek Thruſh, Shaw. 


T* reſembles the Thruſhes in its general hs. in 


its bill, and the ſtreaks on its breaſt diſperſed 
regularly upon a white ground; in ſhort, by all 
the exterior characters, except its legs and its 


wings. Its legs are not only ſhorter, but ſtrong- 
er; in which it is oppoſite to the Hoampy, 
and ſeems to reſemble ſomewhat our Miſſel, 
which has its legs ſhorter in proportion than the 


other three ſpecies. With regard to the plum- 


age, it is extremely beautiful: the prevailing 


colour on the upper part of the body, including 


the head and the tail, is a light brilliant green, 
and the rump is tinged with a fine yellow, as 


allo the extremity of the coverts of the tail and 


| ® Termed Baſſerte, on account of its ſhort legs. 
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of the wings, of which the quills are of a leh 
vivid colour. But this enumeration of the co. 
lours, were it even more complete, will by no 
means give a juſt idea of the effect which they 


produce in the bird itſelf; a pencil, and not 
words, can exhibit its beauty. Dr. Shaw, who 


j ſaw this Thruſh in its native country, compare 

its plumage to that of the richeſt birds of Ame. - 

Wl | rica; he adds, that it is not very common, and 
Will appears only in the ſeaſon when the figs are ripe, 


This would ſhew that theſe fruits direct its mi. 
gration, and in this ſingle fact I perceive two 


M analogies betweeen this bird and the Thruſhes; 
ſi both birds of paſſage, and both 9 fond 
| | of figs *. . 

Kill. ST, Specific character of the Turdus Barbaricus :“ It is green, 
| | c its breaſt rene. with white ; its rump, and the tip of its tail, 
vio 90 yellow.“ 12 955 | : 
HA | 8 

Ul. Tr. mM 

= Ms 

W The RED-LEGGED THRUSH. 
| | CNET. : bs Till ly, ou La Ger Cendree 2 Baf. 

bi! | Turdus Plumbeus, Linn. and Gmel. 


Merula Americana Cinerea, Briſſ. 
Turdus Thilius, Molin. | 
Merala Tilli, Feuillee. 


All the upper- part of the body of this bird, 
its head and neck, are of a deep aſh- colour; 
which 


2 
which extends over the ſmall coverts of the 
wings, and, paſſing under the body, riſes on 
the one hand as far as the throat, without ſuf- 
fering any change ; and, on the other, deſcends 
to the lower belly, ſhading however gradually 
into white, which is alſo the colour of the co- 


verts under the tail. The throat too is white, 


but dappled with black ; the quills and the great 
coverts of the wings are blackiſh, and edged ex- 
teriorly with cinereous. The twelve quills of 


the tail are tapered and blackiſh, like thoſe of 


the wing, but the three outer ones on each fide 


are terminated by a white ſpot, which is the 


larger, the nearer it is to the margin. The iris, 
the orbits, the bill, and the legs, are red; the 
ſpace between the eye and the bill black, 480 the 
palate tinged with a vivid orange. 

The total length 1 is about ten inches; its alar 
extent near fourteen, its tail four, its leg 


eighteen lines, its bill twelve, its weight two 
ounces and a half; laſtly, its wings when cloſed 


do not reach the middle of the tail. 

This bird is ſubject to variety; for in the 
one obſerved by Cateſby, the bill and throat 
were black. May we not aſcribe this difference 
of colours to ſex? Cateſby only ſays that the 
male is a third ſmaller than the female; he adds, 


that theſe birds feed on the berries of the tree 


which Produces gum elemi. 
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I[t is found in Carolina, and, according to 
Briſſon, it is very common in the iſland gf 
Andros and Ilathera. 


III 
The SMALL THRUSH of the Philippine, 


Turdus Philippenſis, Gmel. 
The Philippine Thruſh, Lath. 


We owe this to Sonnerat. The fore- part of 


its neck and breaſt are dappled with white upon 


a rufous ground ; the reſt of the lower part of 
the body is dirty white, bordering on yellow, | 


and the upper-part of the body 1 is of a deep 


brown, with an olive tinge. 

The ſize of this bird is inferior to that of the 
Red-Wing ; we cannot aſcertain its alar extent, 
ſince the wing-quills in the ſpecinfen which we 


have obſerved are incomplete. 


1 
The H O A M of China, 


T; 3 Sinenſis, "FG and Gmel, 
The Chineſe Thruſh p Lath, 


Briſſon is the firſt who han defaribad this bird, 
or rather the female of it. This female is ſome- 
Fe RN what 


e THRUSHES and BLACKBIRDS, 281 
what ſmaller than a Red- Wing, which it re- 
ſembles as well as the Throſtle, and ſtill more 
the Canada Thruſh, its legs being proportion- 
ably longer than in the other Thruſhes ; they 
are yellowiſh, as 18 the bill ; the upper-part of the 
body is of a brown, bordering upon rufous, the 
under of a light and uniform rufous; the head 
and neck are ſtriped longitudinally with brown; 
the tail is alſo of the ſame colour, ny: barred 
tranſverſely. 

Such is nearly the deſcription of the external 
appearance of this bird; but we are not in- 
formed with regard to its inſtincts and habits. 
If it be really a Thruſh, as it is ſaid, its breaſt 
is like that of the Red Thruſh, not dappled, 


_— 
The LITTLE THRUSH of st. Domingo. 
This Thruſh is, in point of ſmallneſs, like the 


American Thruſh ; its head is ornamented with 
a ſort of crown or cap of bright Oranges ver- 
ging upon red. 1 

Ihe ſpecimen figured by Edwards, Pl. 252, 
differs from ours in not being dappled under the 
belly. It was caught in November 1751, at 
lea, eight or ten leagues off the iſland of St. 
Domingo; ; which led Edwards to ſuppoſe that 
it was one of thoſe birds of pallage which every 
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year leave the continent. of North America on 
the approach of winter, and depart from the 
Cape of Florida in queſt of milder ſeaſons, Thi, © 
conjecture was verified. Bartram informed Fg. 
wards, that theſe birds arrived in Pennſylvania 
in the month of April, and remained there dur. 
ing the whole ſummer. He added, that the fe- 
male built its neſt on the ground, or rather in 
heaps of dry leaves, where it formed a ſort of 
excavation ; that it lined it with graſs, and al. 
ways choſe the ſlope of a hill facing the ſouth, 
and that it layed four or five eggs ſpotted with 
brown. Such differences in the colour of the 
eggs, in that of the plumage, and in the mode 
of neſtling, ſeem to point at a nature diftind | 
from that of our European Thruſhes. 


NB” a 
The LITTLE CRESTED OUZEL of China 


I place this bird between the Thruſhes and 
the Ouzels, or Blackbirds, becauſe it has the 
port and the ground colours of the Thruſhes, 
but without the dapples, which we may con- 
ſider in general as the diſtinctive character of 
that genus. The feathers on the crown of the 
head are longer than the reſt, and the bird can 
erect them into a creſt. It has a . 
mar 
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mark behind the eye; another more conſiderable. 


of the ſame colour, but not ſo bright, under the 
tail; and its legs are of a reddiſh brown. Its 
ſize is nearly that of the Lark, and its wings, 
which when diſplayed extend ten inches, ſcarcely 


reach, when cloſed, to the middle of the tail. 


The tail conſiſts of twelve tapered quills. 


Brown more or leſs deep is the prevailing co- 
lour of the upper-part of the body, including 
the wings, the creſt, and the head, but the four 


lateral quills on either {ide of the tail are tipt 
with white. The under-part of the body is of 


this laſt colour, with ſome tints of brown over 
the breaſt, I muſt not forget two blackiſh 
8 freaks, which, riſing from the corners of the 
bill, and extending over a white ground, make 


a kind of muſtachoe, which has a remarkable 


— 


.. 


The MOCKING BIRDS, 


* 


Les Mopuears, Buff. 


VERY remarkable bird has always many 
names, but if it be at the ſame time a na- 
tive of a foreign climate, this embarraſſing mul. 


titude, diſgraceful to Natural Hiſtory, is in- 


creaſed by the confuſion of ſpecies. Such is 
the caſe with the American Mocking Birds. It 
is eaſy to perceive that Briſſon's Mocking Bird, 
and the Cinereous Blackbird of St. Domingo, 


Pl. Enl. No. 558, both belong to the fame 
ſpecies, the only difference being that the 


former has ſomewhat leſs of the gray colour in 
the under-ſide of the body than the latter. It 
will alſo appear, from compariſon, that Briflon's 
Blackbird of St. Domingo is likewiſe the ſame, 


_ diſtinguiſhed only by ſome lighter or deeper 
tints on its plumage and its tail-quills, which are 


hardly at all tapered. In like manner we ſhall 
find that the Tzonpan of Fernandez is either the 
female of the Cencontlatolli, that is, of the 
Mocking Bird, as Fernandez himſelf ſuſpects, 
or at leaſt a een variety of that ſpecies*. 


* Hiftoria * 1 Hihazio, cap. XX .—Nieremberg calls 
it T: zanpan, Hiſt, Nat: lib. x, cap. 77-3 and Edwards, Tau- 


Pan. 
It 
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It is true that its plumage is leſs uniform, be- 

ing mixed above with white, black, and brown, 

and below with white, black, and cinereous ; 
put the fundamental colour is the ſame, as alſo 

its ſize, its general ſhape, its ſong, and climate. 

We may ſay the ſame of the Tetzonpan and 
Centzonpantli of Fernandez ; for in the ſhort 

mention which that author has made of it, fea- 

tures of analogy are to be met with in ſize, in 

colour, and in ſong, and no inſtance of difparity 
occurs. Beſides, the reſemblance between the 
names Tzonpan, Tetzonpan, Centzonpantli, ſeems 
to ſhew that they mark a ſingle ſpecies, and that 
the diverſity has ariſen from the miſtake of the 
tranſcriber, or the difference of the Mexican dia- 
lets —Laftly, we can ſcarcely heſitate to admit 
among the ſpecies the bird, called by Briſſon the 
Great Mocking Bird, and which he ſays is the 
| fame with Sloane's Mocking Bird, though, ac- 
cording to the dimenſions given by Sloane, this 
is the ſmalleſt of the kind; but Sloane regards it 
as the Cencontlatolli of Fernandez, which Briſſon 
makes his ordinary Mocking Bird. But Briſſon 
has himſelf, without perceiving it, admitted the 
poſition which I hold; for he quotes two paſ- 
ſages from Ray, which applied to the ſame bird, 
and refers one to his great, and the other to his 
imall ſpecies. The only difference between 
the two is, that the great Mocking Bird has a 


Cap. cxy. 


ſome- 


— 
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ſomewhat browner plumage, and longer legs“; 
and its deſcribers have taken no notice of its ta- 
pered tail. | 

After this reduction, there remains only two 
ſpecies of Mocking Birds, vi. The French 
Mocking Bird and the Ordinary Mocking Bird. 
I ſhall treat of them in the order I have named 
them, as it is nearly that of their relation to the 
Thruſhes. 


The FRENCH MOCKING BIRD. 


Turdus Rufus, Linn, Gmel. and Klein, 
Turdus Carolinenſis, Bri, > 
Fox-coloured Thruſp, Cateſby, and Penn, 

The Ground Mocking- Bird, Lawſon. 
The Ferruginous Thruſh, Lath. 


None of the American Mocking Birds reſem- 
bles ſo much our Thruſhes in the ſpeckles on 
the breaſt, as this; but it differs widely from 
them in the proportions between the tail and 
wings, theſe ending, when cloſed, almoſt where 
the. tail begins. The tail is more than four 
inches long, which exceeds the third of the 
whole length of the bird, that being only eleven 


The expreſſion of Sloane is ſomewhat ambiguous ; he ſays 

that its legs and feet are an inch and three quarters long. Does 

he mean the leg with the tarſus, or the tarſus with the toes? Briſ- 

ſon underſtood it to ſignify the tarſus alone, (This laſt is certainly 

the uſual meaning of the leg of a bird in Engliſh, and according!) 

we have tranſlated the French pied by leg. Tr.) | 
WY 5 | | inches 
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inches. Its ſize is intermediate between that of 
the Miſſel and the Fieldfare. Its eyes are yel- 
low, its bill blackiſh, its legs brown, and all the 
upper. part of the body of a fox colour, but with 
a mixture of brown. Theſe two colours alſo 
predominate on the wing-quills, though ſepa- 
rately ; the rufous on the outer webs, the brown 
on the inner. The great and middle coverts of 
the wings are tipt with white, which forms two 
freaks that croſs the wings obliquely. 

The under-ſide of the body is dirty white, 
ſpotted with a duſky brown, but theſe ſpots are 
more ſtraggling than in our 'Thruſhes : the tail 
is tapered ſomewhat drooping, and entirely ru- 
fous. The ſong of the French Mocking Bird 
has ſome variety, but not comparable to that of 
the proper Mocking Bird. 

It feeds commonly on a kind of black cher- 
ries, which are very different from thoſe of Eu- 
rope, ſince they hang in cluſters. It remains 
all the year in Carolina and Virginia, and con- 
ſequently is not, at leaſt in thoſe provinces, a 
bird of paſſage another analogous circum- 
Mate to our Thruſhes . | 


* Specific character of the Turdus Rufus :=—** It is rufous, be- 
% Jow partly ſpotted with white, its wing- -quills of an uniform co- 
« lour, its tail rounded and rufous.“ It inhabits North Ame- 
rica ; appears in New-York in May, and retires ſouthwards in 
Auguſt It builds in low buſhes, and lays five eggs, thick ſpotted 
with ferruginous. It is much inferior in the variety of its notes to 
the true Mocking Bird. 
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The MOCKING BIRD, 


Turdus Polyglottus, Linn. and mel. 
Mimus Major, Briſſ. Fn 
\ The American Nightingale, Song Thruſh, or Gray Moch ing Bird, 


Sloane. 


The Mocking Bird, Cateſby. 
The Mimic ns Penn. and Lath, 


We have here a ftriking exception to the ge« 
neral remark made by travellers, that in pro- 
portion as the plumage of the birds j in the New 
World are rich, elegant, and ſplendid, fo their 
notes are harſh, raucous, and monotonous. The 
Mocking Bird is, on the contrary, if we believe 
Fernandez, Nieremberg, and the native Ame- 
ricans, the ſweeteſt choriſter of the feathered 
race, not excepting the Nightingale. It equals 
that charming bird in the melody of its ſong ; 
but it poſſeſſes beſides the power of imitating 
the cries of other animals : hence is derived its 
name. Nor is it ſatisfied with barely re-echoing 
the ſounds, It gives them ſoftneſs and grace. 
Accordingly the ſavages have beſtowed upon it 

the appellation of cencontlatolli ; that is, four 
Hundred languages; and the learned have em- 
ployed the epithet pol/yg/ot. But the Mock- 
ing Bird mingles action with its ſong, and its 
meaſured movements accompany and exprels 
the ſucceſſion of its emotions. Its prelude 1s 


to riſe LDowly with expanded wings, and ſoon 
nk 
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nk back to the ſame ſpot, its head hanging 
Jownwards. Its action now correſponds with 
the varied nature of its muſic. If the notes are 
briſk and lively, it deſcribes in the air a number 
ok circles crofling each other; or it aſcends and 
deſcends continually in a a line. If they 
are loud and rapid, it with equal briſkneſs flaps 
its wings. Is its ſong unequal? it flutters, it 
bounds. Do its tones ſoften by degrees, melt 
into tender ſtrains, and die away in a pauſe more 
charming than the ſweeteſt melody? it gently 
diminiſhes its action, glides ſmoothly above its 
tree, till the wavings of its wings begin to be 
imperceptible, at leaſt ceaſe, and the bird re- 
mains ſuſpended and motionleſs in the air. 

The plumage of this American Nightingale 
by no means correſponds with the beauty of its 
ſong; the colours are very ordinary, and have 
neither brilliancy. nor variety. The upper-ſide 
of the body is a grayiſth brown; the upper- ſide 

of the wings and of the tail are {till of a deeper 
brown; only 1t is interrupted, 1. on the wings 

by a white mark which croſſes it-obliquely near 

the middle of its length, and ſometimes a few 

imall white ſpeckles are ſcattered on the fore- 

part, 2, On the tail by an edging of the ſame 

white colour; and laſtly, on the head with a 

circle of the ſame, which forms a ſort of crown *, 
and extending over the eyes appears like two * 
diſtinct eye. lids. The under-ſide f the body 


„ Females N 
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is white from the throat as far as. the end of the 
tail. We perceive in the figure given by Ed. 
wards a few dapples, ſome on the ſides of the 
neck, and others on the white of the great co· 
verts under the wings. a 
The Mocking Bird approaches the Red-Wing.. 
in ſize; its tail is fomewhat tapered “, and its fen 
are blackiſh; its bill is of the ſame colour, and with 
long briſtles that grow above the angles of its. 
opening ; laſtly, its wings are ſhorter than thoſe 
of our Thruſhes, but longer than ore of the 
French Mocking Bird. 
It is found in Carolina, Jamaica, New Spain, 
Kc. It in general loves the hot climates, but 
can ſubſiſt in the temperate, In Jamaica it is 
very common in the ſavannas of the woody parts 
of the iſland; it perches on the higheſt branch- 
es, and Hats its ſong. It often builds its neſt on 
the ebony trees, Its eggs are ſpotted with brown, 
It feeds on cherries and the berries of the white- 
thorn and cornel tree , and even on inſet, 
Its fleſh is eſteemed excellent. It is not eaſily 
Taiſed in a cage ; but this may be accompliſhed 
by care and kind treatment. It is beſides a fa- 
miliar bird, which ſeems to be fond of man, ap- 
proaches his dwellin 85, and even perches on the 
chimney tops. 
In the ſubject which Söhne diſſected, the ſto- 
mach was a little muſcular, the liver whitiſh, and 


* This appears not in Sloane's figure. 
+ The Dogwood, Cornus Florida, Linn. 1 
the 
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the inteſtines were ded WM, a vaſt number of | 
circumvolutions. LA! 91104 5 . 


* 27 


LA Specific character of 5 Als \ Mocking Bird, T "the 
Palglattus, Li x N.—** Itis of a dull aſh-colour, below pale-aſh, the 
40 primary wing-quills white in their outer half.“ In the north - 
ern provinces of America, as New- Vork, they appear only dur- 
ing the ſummer. In the warmer parts of the continent they ſing 
inceſſantly, by night and day, from March to Auguſt, They 
often breed in fruit-trees, but are ſhy during the time of incuba- 
tion. They lay five or fix eggs, which are blue, thickly ſpotted 60 
with rufous. : RC 1: 8 


There js a ſmaller kind of Mociag: Bird, which has ane 4.5 
the pts. appellations from naturaliſts : | 
Turdus Orpheus, Linn. and Gmel, 


SOONER, | HEROES Gi - — 
* 
— 


Mimus, Briſſ. ee 10 1 
Awis Polyglotta, Will. : 2 | by {| 


F< S- 


The Lefer Mocking Bird, Law. 2 N 
The Mecking T, bruſh, Lat. 


0m: 4 — A 
CRE "ins "1 OI 
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ſts ſpecific character: — . Its back is duſky, its s breaſt and ſts 
* lateral 1 are whit, its eye-brows white. | 
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The B L ACK BIRD. 


Le Merle, Buff. 
Turdus Merula, Linn. and Gmel. 
Ale, Belon, Gelner, Briſſ. &c. 


T* adult male of this ſpecies is of a deeper 

and purer black than the Raven, and hence 
its Engliſh name. Indeed, except the orbits, 
the talons, and the ſole of the foot, which have | 
always a yellow caſt, it is entirely black in every 
poſition. In the female, on the contrary, the 
fame decided black is not ſpread through the 
whole of the plumage; it is mixed with dif- 
ferent ſhades of brown, ferruginous, and gray, 
the bill is but ſeldom yellow, and the ſong is 
different from that of the male ;—all theſe cir- | 
cumſtances combined have made it be miſtaken 
for a bird of another ſpecies. - 

The Blackbirds are diſtinguiſhed FO the | 
Thruſhes not only by the colour of their plum- | 
age, and the different livery of the male and of 
the female, but by their ſong and their natural 
habits, They never fly in flocks Uke the 


* In Greek; KooovPocs or Kotloducs ao a ng the Latin 
name Merula is derived by Varro from Mera, (mere, alone, jili- | 
tary, ) which denotes the retired diſpoſition of the bird: in Italian, 
Merlo : in Spaniſh, Mierla : in Portugueſe, Melrca : in German, 
Schavartze Amſel (Black Ouzel) : in Flemiſh, Merlaer, Meri: 
in Swediſh, Keþl-rro/? ; in Daniſh and Norwegtan, Solfort. 
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Thruſhes, and though they are more ſavage 
with regard to each other, they are lefs ſo with 
regard to man; for they are more eaſily tamed, 
and live nearer the hamlets. They are allo rec- 
koned very crafty, becauſe they have a quick 


ſight to deſery the fowler at a diſtance, and ſhun 


his approach. But if we ſtudy their nature 
more cloſely, we ſhall find that they are more 
reſtleſs than cunning, more timorous than ſuſ- 


picious, ſince they allow themſelves to be caught 


with bird-lime, with nooſes, and with all ſorts 
of ſnares, 1 the hand which ſets theſe be 
concealed. 

When they are ſhut up with other birds, their 
natural inquietude degenerates into petulance ; 
they purſue and continually haraſs their com- 
panions in flavery; and for that reaſon they 
cannot be admitted into voleries, where leveral 
kinds of ſmall birds are kept. 

They may be raiſed apart for the ſake of 
their ſong ; not indeed on account of their na- 
tural muſic, which is hardly tolerable except in 
the fields, but becauſe.they have a facility of im- 
proving their notes and of learning others, of 
imitating tones of different inſtruments *. and 
even the human voice h. 

As the Blackbirds, like the Twain: early 
engage in love, nen begin to warble; and 


* Olina, Uccelliera, p. 29. 


| 3 Olina. Id. Philoſtrat. Vita Apolloni, ib. vi. Geſner, 
D; Avibus, p. 606. 


1 as 


ſtrain when the other fonlgſters of the prove 
| ſome to fancy that they never ſuffer any change 
true nor probable “. They are found in the 


and the author of the Britiſh Zoology ſay, that, 
ke the other birds, it is ſilent during that time; 


plumage changed into rufous ; and Olina, one 
of the moderns the beſt acquainted with the 
birds which he deſcribes, ſays, that this happens 


females and the young Blackbirds, which really 


of winter; it conſiſts: of five or {ix eggs of a 
Hlutth green, with frequent and indiſtinct ſpots 


Do ?®” PLiiny, lib. x. 24. 
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as they have more than'one hatch, they chant 
before the vernal warmth, and continue their 


droop in ſilence. This circumſtance has: led 
of plumage; but ſuch a ſuppoſition is neither 


woods, towards the end of the ſummer, in moult, 
ſome having their head entirely. bald: Olina 


the latter adds, that ſometimes it renews its ſong 
in the beginning of winter, but moſt commonly 
it has in that ſeaſon only a harſh diſcordant | 


; The ancients pretended a that in winter its 


in autumn: whether it be becauſe this alteration 
of colour is the effect of moulting, or that the 


incline to rufous rather than to black, are then 
more numerous and wee ſeen than the adult 
males. Pho 
, Theſe birds make their Grſt hateh in the . 


Oy | The plackbirds, rakes and flares, loſe not 1 00 fta 


I T Ibid, lib. X. 29. | | 
5 of 
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ga ruſt colour. This firſt hatch ſeldom pro- 
ſpers, becauſe of the ſeverity of the weather; 
the ſecond ſucceeds; better, though it is only of 
four or five eggs. Th. Blackbirds neſt is con- 
ſtructed nearly like that f the Thruſhes, except 


that it is lined with a matting. It is com- 
monly placed in buſhes or trees of a moderate 


height. They would ſeem naturally diſpoſed to 
place it near the ground; and experience alone 
of the danger of ſuch a ſituation inſtructs them 
to give it ſome elevation . A neſt was brought 
to me only once, -which bad been found in the 
trunk of a hollow pear- tree. 


Moſs, which always occurs on the trunk, and 


mud, which is to be found at the foot of the 
tree, or in its neighbourhood, are the mate- 
rials that form the body of the neſt, Stalks of 
graſs and ſmall roots are the ſofter ſubſtances 
with which they line it; and they labour with 
ſuch aſſiduity that in eight days they complete 
the work. The female hatches alone, and the 
male is no farther concerned than in providing 
her ſubſiſtence. The Author of the 7reati/e on 
the Nightingale affirms, that he has ſeen a young 
Blackbird of the ſame year, but already 
frong, cheerfully engage in ae the infant 


#6 1 have iligently RE WT a neſt found near the ground 
« in a place overgrown with thorns.” GSN EA. A Blackbird 
obſerving that a cat ate its two firſt hatches in its neſt at the bot- 


tom of a hedge, made a third on an Prey n feet high. 
 SALERNE, 1 
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brood of its own _—_— but he — not in. 
form us of its be l 

1! have remarked that the e drop their 
feathers more than once the firit year; and that, 
at each time, the plumage of the male beodmes 
blacker, and the bill yellower, beginning at its 
baſe. With regard to the females, they retain, 
as I have faid, the colours of infancy, as they 
alſo retain moſt of its qualities. However, the 
inſide of their mouth and throat is yellow, like 
the males; and in both may be perceived a fre- 
quent motion of the tail upwards and down- 
wards, with a flight ſhudder of the "dh ac- 
enen by a feeble broken cry. 
"Theſe birds do not leave the country in win- 
ter *, but chooſe ſituations the beſt ſheltered, ſet- | 
tling commonly in the thickeſt woods, eſpecially | 
when theſe are ſupplied with perennial ſprings, | 
and confiſt of evergreens, ſuch as pines, firs, 
| laurels, cypreſſes, myrtles, junipers, which both 

| wætfford them ſubſiſtence, and protect them from 
= the rigour of the ſeaſon. They fometimes ſeek 
1 for cover and food in our gardens, 


— — — — 
#4 


| 1 Many people . that they leave Corſica about the 1 15 
of February, and return not till October; but M. Artier, Royal 
Profeſſor of Philoſophy at Baſtia, doubts the fact, becauſe in that 
iſland they can always enjoy the proper temperature; in cold wea- 
ther in the plains, and in the ſultry ſeaſons in the mountains. He 
adds, that there is always abundance of food, berries of all kinds, 
grapes, and particularly olives, which in Corſica are not entirely 
gathered till the end of April. Lottinger believes that the males 
paſs the winter in Lorraine, but that the females remove to a little = 
diſtance 1 in ſevere weather. 
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The wild Blackbirds feed on all forts of ber- 
ries, fruits, and inſects; and as no country is 
ſo ſterile as not to afford ſome of theſe, and as 
the Blackbird is reconciled to all climates, it is 
found in almoſt every part of the world, but va- 
Ning according to the * which it re- 
ceives. 
Thoſe which are kept in the cage, eat gem 
alſo, either dreſſed or minced, bread, &c. but 
it is ſaid that the kernels of pomegranates 
prove poiſonous to them as to the Thruſhes. 
They are very fond of bathing, and they muſt 
have plenty of water in the voleries. Their fleſh 
is good, and not inferior to that of the Miſſel 
or the Fieldfare, and ſeems even to be preferred 
to that of the Throſtle and of the Red- Wing, 
in countries where it can require a ſueculence 
from the olives, and a perfume from the myr- 
tle-berries. The birds of prey are as fond of 
feaſting on them as man, and commit an equal 
havoc: without that their multiplication would 
be exceſſive. Olina fixes their period of life a at 
ſeven or eight years. 
[ diſſeQted a female, Which was inks. on its 
eggs about the 15th of May, and which weighed 
two ounces and two gros. In the ovarium was 
a cluſter conſiſting of a great number of unequal _ 
ſized eggs; the largeſt two lines in diameter, 
and of an orange colour; the ſmalleſt were of 
a lighter colour, and of a ſubſtance leſs opaque, 
and about one-third of a line in diameter, Its 
: bill 
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bill was quite yellow, alſo the tongue and the 


whole inſide of the mouth, the inteſtinal tube 


feventeen or eighteen inches long, the gizzard 
very muſcular, and preceded by a bag formed 
by the dilatation of the gp gu; the gall blad. 


der oblong, and the cæcum wanting. [A] 


i [ A] Specific character of the Blackbird, Turdus Merula “i It 


*« 15 black, its bill and eyelids are yellow.“ It builds earlier than 
any other bird; its neſt is formed with moſs, withered graſs, 


nn &c. * with © clay, over which 1s 5 ſpread fome hay, 


VARIETIES of the BLACKBIRD. 
THOSE THAT ARE WHITE, OR SPOTTED WITH n. 


The plumage of the Blackbird is ſubject, like 
that of the Raven, the Crow, the Jackdaw, and 


other birds, to great changes, from the influence 


of the climate, or from the action of leſs ob- 
vious cauſes, In fact, white ſeems to be in moſt 
animals, what it is in many plants, the colour 


into which all the others, and even the black, 
degenerate by a quick on, and without 
paſhng through the intermediate ſhades. 


The only varieties of this ſort which appear 
to belong to the common Blackbird, are, 1, the 
White one, which was ſent to Aldrovandus at 


Rome; and, 2. the White-headed one of the 


ſame author. Both theſe have the yellow il l 


and feet of the oremnary ſpecies. 
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The RING OUZ EL . 
Le Merle a Plaftron . Buff. 


Turdus Terguatus, Linn. and Gmel. 
Merula 7. 3 Briſſ. Ray, and Will. 


8 ſpecies 18 marked above the breaſt with 
a horſe-ſhoe, which, in the male, is of a 
| very bright white, but in the female is of a 
dirty tawny colour; and as the reſt of the fe- 
male's plumage is a rufous brown, the horſe-ſhoe 
| appears much leſs diſtinct, and is ſometimes en- 
tirely obſcured f. Hence ſome. nomenclators 
have imagined that the female belonged to a par- 
ticular ſpecies, which they termed The Mountain 
Blackbird. 

The Ring Ouzel much reſembles the com- 
mon Blackbird ; the ground colour of their 
| plumage is black, the corners and the inſide of 
their bill yellow; they are nearly of the ſame 
ſze and the ſame port: but the former diſtin- 
guiſhed by the horſe-ſhoe, by the white enamel 
of its plumage, chiefly. on the breaſt, belly, and 
| wings ; by its bill, which 1 is ſhorter and not 


* In Italian, Merula vari (or Cain Blackbird): 1 
Ring- Amſel, Rotz- Amſel (ſnotty, or filthy Ouzel, becauſe it feeds 
ſometimes on the maggots found in horſe-dung): Wald: Amſel 


(Wood Ouzel) : Stein- Amſel, Ae N * 
Schnee- mfel (Snow Ouzel). Fae * 


+ WILLUGHBY. 

t Willughby ſaw at Rome one "of theſe birds, which had its 
borſe-ſhoe gray, and all its feathers edged with the lame colour, 
He judged it was a young bird, or a female, c 
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1 fo yellow; by the ſhape of the middle- quils oc Y 


the wings, which are ſquare at the end, with 2 
ſmall projecting point in the centre, . by 
the extremity of the ſhaft ; laſtly, by its cry“, 
which 1 18 different, as alſo its habits and diſpo- 
ſitions. It is a real bird of paſſage, though its 
route cannot be preciſely traced. It follows the 
1 chain of the mountains, but does not Keep i in 
| any certain track T. It ſeldom appears In the 
| : neighbourhood of Montbard, except in the be- 
5 ginning of October, when, it arrives in ſmall 
bodies of twelve or fifteen, 104 never in larger 
numbers. Theſe ſeem to be a few families that 
have ſtraggled from the great body; they ſel- 
dom ſtay more than two or three weeks, and on 
the ſlighteſt froſt entirely diſappear. But I muſt 
; own that Klein informs us that theſe birds were 
=: brought to him alive in winter, They repals 
| about April or May, at leaſt in Burgundy, 
Brie }, and even in Sileſia and! in Friſia, accord- 
| ing to Geſner. 
[ It is uncommon for the Ring Ouzels to in. 
| habit the plains in the temperate part of Europe; 


This cry in autumn is crr, crr, c7 but a perſon of veracity 
| are Geſner, that he heard this Ouzel "oi in the ſpring, and 
very agreeably. 
It does not appear every year in Sileſia, according to 
Schwenckfeld : this is alſo the caſe in certain cantons of Bur- 
gundy. i 
t M. Hebert aſſures me 9 4 2 Brie, w her he hind fowled RA at 
all ſeaſons, he killed a great number of theſe Ouzels in the months 
of April and May, and that he never chanced to meet with any in 
the month of October. In Burgundy, on the contrary, they ſcem 
leſs rare in autumn than in ſpring. | 


yet 
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yet Salerne afhrms that their neſts have been 
found in Sologne and in the foreſt of Orleans; 
that theſe neſts were not conſtructed like thoſe 
of the ordinary Blackbird; that they contained 
hve eggs of the ſame ſize and colour (a circum- 
tance different from what happens in the Black- 
birds) ; that theſe birds breed in the ground 
at the foot of buſhes, and hence probably 
they are called Buſh-Birds or Terrier Black- 
ird x. Certain it is that in ſome ſeaſons of 
the year they are very frequent on the lofty 
mountains of Sweden, of Scotland, of Auvergne, 
of Savoy, of Switzerland, of Greece, &c. It 
is even probable that they are ſpread in Aſia, 


cies, ſo ſocial, ſo fond of dwelling in mountains, 


correſponds well to what Tavernier ſays of the 


and rid the country of graſshoppers. It alſo 
agrees with the account which Adanſon gives 
of thoſe Blackbirds ſpotted with white, which 
he ſaw on the ſummits of the mountains in the 
iſland of Fayal, keeping in flocks among the 
arbutes, on the fruit of which they fed, chatter- 
ing continually F. 85 {an 


vile on berries. Willughby found in their ſto- 


* Merles Terriers, ou Bouiſonniers. 
+ Voyage au Senegal. 


and in Africa as far as the Azores; for this ſpe- . 
and having its plumage marked with white, 


flocks of Blackbirds which paſs from time to 
time on the frontiers of Media and Armenia, 


| Thoſe which ramble in Europe ſubſiſt like- 
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mach veſtiges of inſects, and berries reſembling 
gooſeberries ; but they prefer thoſe of IVy and 
grapes. It is in the ſeaſon of vintage that they 
are generally ſo fat, and their fleſh fo ſavoury 


and ſucculent. 


Some fowlers ſay that the Ring Ouzels at- 
tract the Thruſhes; they remark too that they 


allow themſelves to be more eaſily approached 


than the common Blackbirds, though they are 
more difficult to decoy into ſnares. 
I found, on diſſection, that their gal bladder 


is oblong, very ſmall, and conſequently quite 
different from what Willughby deſcribes it to 
be; but the ſituation and form of the ſoft parts, 


it is well known, are very ſubje& to vary in 
animals. The ventricle was muſcular, its inner 
coat wrinkled as uſual, and inadheſive. In this 


membrane I ſaw fragments of juniper berries 


and nothing elſe. The inteſtinal canal, mea- W 


ſured between its two extreme orifices, was 


about twenty inches; the ventricle or gizzard 


was placed between the fourth and fifth of its 
length. Laſtly, I perceived ſome traces of cæcum, 
of which one appeared to be double. A! 


FA]. Specific character of the Ring-Ouzel, Turdu Ti orquatur, 


Linnxn.— It is blackiſh, with a white collar, its bill yellowiſh,” 


It is larger than the Blackbird, being eleven inches long and ſe- 
venteen broad. It inhabits the mountainous pr of ay iſland 
in {mall bodies of five or fix. 

The Merula Saxatilis, or the Rock Ozzel, is reckoned by La- 
tham the young of the Ring-Ouzel, from which it differs, chief) 


by the dulneſs of its colours, | „ 


M 


. 
Ariſtotle was acquainted with White Quzels, 


common Quzel or Blackbird; but he knew that 


They are found not only in the mountains of 


ſage, and migrate with the Ring-Ouzel at the 
ſame ſeaſon. The white colour of the horſe- 
ſhoe in the Ring-Ouzel may extend over the 
reſt of the plumage. I ſhould therefore con- 
ceive that theſe, though uſually referred to the 
Blackbirds, belong really to the Ring-Ouzels. 
In the white one which I obſerved, the quills of 
the wings and tail were whiter Han any of the 
reſt, and the upper: part of the body, except 


1 « © They are » Melee about Oyllene i in Arcadia and breed. 
no where ele,” Hit. Anim. lib. ix. 19. | 


+ He ſays mxprolely that the White Ouzcl never deſcends into. 
the plains, 
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VARIETIES of the RING-OUZEL. | * 


THOM WHICH er WHITE, on 5POTTED WITH WHITE; | 


and made them a diſtin& ſpecies, though they 
have the ſame ſong and the ſame bulk with the 


their inſtincts were different, ſince. they pre- 
ferred the mountains“: and theſe are the only 
diſtinctive characters which Belon | admits 7. 


| Arcadia, of Savoy, and of Auvergne, but alſo - 


in thoſe of Sileſia, and among the Alps and Ap- 
pennines, &c. J. They are alſo birds of paſ- 


the 


- 
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the top of the head, was of a lighter gray than 
the under. The bill was brown, with a little 
yellow on the edges; there was alſo yellow un- 
der the throat and on the breaſt, and the legs 
| were of a deep gray brown. It was caught in 
the vicinity of Montbard in the beginning of 
| November before the froſt ; that is, at the exa& 
=... time of the paſſage of the Ring-Ouzel ; for z 
few days before, two of that ſpecies were brought 
to me. 2 
In thoſe which are ſpotted, the white is com- 
bined variouſly with the black; ſometimes it is 
confined to the quills of the wings and tail, 
which are commonly ſuppoſed to be leaſt ſub. | 
ject to change of colour *; ſometimes it forms | 
a collar that encircles the neck, but is not fo broad 
as the white horſe-ſhoe of the Ring-Ouzel, 
This variety did not eſcape Belon, who ſays that 
he ſaw in Greece, in Savoy, and in the valley 
of Maurienne, a great number of collared Black- 
birds, ſo called on account of a white line which 
bent quite round the neck. Lottinger, who had 
an opportunity of obſerving theſe birds in the 
mountains of Lorraine, where they ſometimes 
breed, informs me, that they commence breeding 
very early; that they conſtruct and place their nel 
nearly like the Thruſh ; that the education ot 
their young is completed before the end of June; 
hat they retire every year, but that the time of 
thei: departure is not fixed ; that this uſually be- 


* ALDROVANDUS, 
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gins about the end of July, and laſts the whole 
of Auguſt, during which time not one is ſeen 
in the plain, a proof that they follow the chain 
of the mountains, but their retreat is uncertain. 
Lottinger adds, that this bird, which formerly 
was very common in theVoſges, is now ſeldom 

found there. 


I. The GREAT. MOUNTAIN OEL. 


It is ſpotted with We has no horle-ſhoe, 
and is larger than the Miſſel. It arrives in Lor- 
raine about the end of autumn, and is then ex- 
ceſſvely fat. The bird-catchers ſeldom ſucceed 
wich it; it feeds upon ſnails, and is dexterous 
in breaking the ſhells. When theſe fail, it ſub- 
liſts on ivy-berries. It is excellent eating; its 
ſtrains, far inferior to thoſe of the Blackbird, ars 
harſh and diſmal “. 


* Tam indebted for theſe facts to Dr. Lottinger. 
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The ROSE- COLOURED OUZEL + 


1 Merle Cuties de Rope, Buff. 
Turdus Roſens, Linn. and Gmel. 
Merula Raſea, Briſſ. Ray, and Will. 
Sturnus Roſeus, Scopoli. 
The Roſe, or Carnation- coloured Ouxel, Penn, 


„ the ornithologiſts, who have taken notice 
of this bird, mention it as Very rare, as fo- 
reign, and little known ; that it is ſeen only in its 
paſſage, and the country th which it belongs is un- 
certain. Linnzus tells us indeed, that it inhabits 
Lapland and Switzerland ; but he ſays nothing 
with regard to its ſtings and mode of life. 
Aldrovandus, who firſt deſcribed this bird, only 
remarks that it appears ſometimes 1 in the plains WI 
near Bologna, where it is known by the bird- WM 
catchers under the name of Sea=Stare, (Storm 
Marino); that it ſits on the dung- hills, grows 
very fat, and is excellent eating. Two birds of 
this kind were found in England, and Edward 
ſuppoſes that they were driven thither by the WM 
violence of the wind. We have obſerved ſeveral WM 
in Burgundy, which had been caught in thei: WM 
paſſage, and it is probable that they purſue thei 
excurſions as far as Spain, if what Klein ſays be 
* In Spaniſh, /Toxdos e in German, Haarkopfige-Dreſtl (Har- | 
headed Thruſh). e ö 
true, 
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THE ROSE-COLOURED OUZEL. 30 
true, that they have a name in the Spaniſh 
language. | 

The plumage of the male is remarkable; its 
head and neck, and the quills of its wings and 
of its tail, are black, with brilliant reflexions 
which play between green and purple. The 
belly, the back, the rump, and the ſmall co- 

verts of the wings are of a roſe colour, which 
has two tints, the one light, the other deep, with 
a ſew black ſpots ſcattered here and there on a 
kind of ſcapulary, which deſcends above as far 
as the tail, and below to the abdomen. Beſides, 
its head is ornamented with a ſort of creſt which 
reclines like that of the Chatterer, and which 
| muſt have a fine effect when the bird eres 
The lower belly, the inferior coverts of the 
tail and the thighs are of a brown colour ; the 
tarſus and the toes of a dirty orange; the bill 
partly black, and partly fleſh-coloured. But the 
diſtribution of theſe colours ſeems not fixed in 
that part; for in the ſubjects which we have ob- 
ſerved, and in thoſe of Aldrovandus, the baſe of 
the bill was blackiſh, and all the reſt of a fleſh 
colour; whereas in thoſe examined by Edwards, 
the point of the bill exhibited the black, which 
changed by degrees into a dirty orange on the 
baſe of the bill and on the legs. The under-fide 
of the tail ſeemed marbled, the effect produced 
by the colour of its lower coverts, which are 
blackiſh and tipt with white, 
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In the female the head is black like that of the 
male, but not the neck, nor the quills of the tal 
and of the wings, which are of a lighter tinge ; 
the colours of the ſcapulary are alſo leſs vivid. 
This bird is rather ſmaller than the common 
Blackbird; its bill, wings, legs, and toes, are pro- 
: portionably longer. In ſize, figure, and even 
inſtinct, it is much more analogous to the Ring. 
Ouzel, for it likewiſe migrates. However, we | 
muſt own, that one of theſe Roſe- coloured Ouz- 
els, which was killed in England, kept com- 
pany with yellow-billed Blackbirds. Its length, 
from the point of the bill to the end of the tail 
is ſeven inches and three-quarters, and to the ex. | 
tremity of the nails ſeven and a half; its alarex- | 
tent thirteen or fourteen, and its wings, "when 
cloſed, reached almoſt to the middle of the 
tail. Lal 1 J 


* Specific 3 of the Turdus Roſeus :=® It is ſome- | \ 


d what of a carnation colour, its head, its wings, and it: Wi 


« tail, black; the back of its head creſted.*”* It very rarely 
appears in England. It annually reſorts in great flocks about th: | 
river Don, where it breeds among the rocks. The Turdus Seleucis 
of Gmelin is really the ſame ſpecies, which in Syria obtains the | 
name of locuſt bird. It viſits Aleppo in the months of July and 
Auguſt in purſuit of the ſwarms of locuſts ; ; and hence the Turks 
regard it as nenn ſacred. 


M 


5 
— 
— 
.*, 


a dh 
CE 544 


MA 


* 
8 
+ HEM 
— A 
Z 7 a 
/ , 
— r * 
2 2 « g 
LILY 
L — bs 
7 
— 
ZZ : 
- ” 
- HL, 
— 
— 
- 
7 2. .... * 
. 
. — 
- i - — — 
— 22 -, — 
= 
4 1 
TEL ' ' i; [ '! 
: ! 7 ! 117 4 i 4! . 1 ' j1 1 
ti | F [ 5 : j 
111 Nn L [ " vg | Mme (1.1 
| 4401 14 1 bs 1.1, 11 Mn 1444 
* —— — bh 1 MI meme 
*; 
% — 
f 
% 
1 - 
\ 
* 
I 294 * — — — ts — RR — — — — — 
- 1 . : 
- => Si — 2 IIA — —— 
— TALES = > 7 Bara - — — — — by 
* — 3 — — _ — ̃ — 


"CE 9 4 


The ROCK BLACK BIRD. 


Le Merle de Roche, Buf. 
Turdus Saxatilis, FIR 
Lanius Infauſtus, | Ge 
Merula Saxatilis, "op Will, and Brid, 
The Greater Red-Start, Alb, 
The Rock Crow, Penn. 


ur name indicates ſufficiently the haunts of 
T this bird: it inhabits precipices and moun- 
tains; it is found in the wildeſt parts of Bugey; it 
its commonly on the large ſtones, and conſtantly 
without cover; ſo that it is difficult to get near it 
with a fowling-piece, for as ſoon as it perceives 
the perſon, it removes to another place. Its ſny- 
neſs ſeems to be leſs owing to native wildneſs, 
than to its apprehenſions of man, and its expe- 
rience of his artifices. Nor is it ſo much ex- 
poſed as many other birds to danger from that 
quarter. The loſs of liberty alone is what it has 
to dread; for though excellent eating, it is more 
prized on account of its ſong, which is ſoft, va- 
ried, and much like that of the Pettychaps. It 
ſoon acquires the notes of other birds, and even 
learns our muſic. It begins by day- break, and 
welcomes the return of the morning; and it re- 
news its ſtrain with the ſetting ſun. If during 
the night we go. near its cage with a light, it 


In Italian, Codireſf Maggiore, Corofſolo, Crefſerone © in "WA 
man, Stein-Roe ele, Stein-T roftel, Stein-Reitling. 
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immediately ſings ; and in the day-time, if it i; 
not warbling, it ſeems humming and Preparing 


new airs. 


Theſe birds conceal their neſts with the utmoſt | 


care, and build them 1n the holes of the rocks, 
and in the bottom of the moſt inacceſſible ca. 


verns. It is with the greateſt difficulty and ha- 
zard that we can ſcramble to theſe, which they 
defend with * „ at the eyes of their 


Plunderers. 


Each hatch contains three or four eggs. They 


feed their young with worms and inſects, on 
which they live themſelves. They can Cabſif 


however on other food, and when they are 
raiſed in a cage, it ſucceeds well to give them 


the ſame paſte as the Nightingales. But they 


muſt be taken from the neſt ; for after they have | 
flown, they cannot be enticed into any kind of 
ſnare; and if they be caught oy lurpriſe, they MW 
will never ſurvive their liberty *. 


The Rock Blackbirds are found in many parts 


of Germany, in the Alps, in the mountains of 


Tyrol, in thoſe of Bugey, &c. I received af 
female of this ſpecies caught on its eggs the 12th | 
of May; it had built its neſt on a rock in the | 
neighbourhood of Montberd, where theſe b birds 


are very rare and quite unknown; its colours 


were not ſo bright as thoſe of the male. This 
laſt is rather : lay: than the common Black- 
bird, and entirely different in its e 


* FrISCH. 
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Its wings are very long, ſuch as would ſuit a 
bird that neſtles in the bottom of caverns; they 
meaſure thirteen or fourteen inches when ex- 
panded, and if cloſed they reach almoſt to the 
end of the tail, which 1s only three inches in 
length. The bill is about an inch. 

With regard to the plumage, the head and 
neck are covered as it were with a cinereous 
cowl, variegated with ſmall ruſty ſpots. The 
back is darker near the neck, and hghter near 
the tail. The ten lateral quills of the tail are 
ferruginous, and the intermediate brown. The 
wing-quills and their coverts are of a duſky co- 


Jour, and edged with a lighter tinge. Laſtly, 


the breaſt, and all the lower-part of the body, 
orange, variegated with ſmall ſpeckles, ſome 


white, others brown; the bill and legs are 
blackiſh. | LA] | 


[A] There are two Kinds of Rock Blackbirds, or Onzels; a 
greater and a leſſer. The former has ſometimes been denominated 


a Crow or Shrike. It is the Turdus Infuuſtus of Latham, who 
thus characterizes t: It is blackiſh, variegated with duſky and 


„ tawny, its head ſpotted with cinereous tawny, its lateral tail- 


* quills rufous.”” It is of the ſize of a Thruſh, and occurs chiefly _ 


in Italy and the ſouth of Europe. 

The Leſſer Rock Ouzel is the one whoſe habits are exhibited in 
the text. It is the Turdus Saxatilis of Latham. Its ſpecific cha. 
rater : * Its head cœrulean, its tail ferruginous.“ | 
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The BLUE OUZ ERL 


Le Merle Bleu, Buff. 

Turdus Cyanus, Linn. and Gmel. 
Merula Cæœrulea, Brill. 
Furdus Solitarius, Klein. 

Cyanos, ſeu Cœrulea Avis, Ray. 

The Indian Mock-Bird, Will. 
The Solitary Sparrow, Edw. 

The Blue Thruſh, Lath. 


1 bird has the fame ground colour with 


the Rock Blackbird; that is, a cinereous 
blue, without any mixture of orange; the ſame 
ſize, the ſame proportions nearly, the ſame taſte for 
certain kinds of food, the ſame ſong, the fame 
habit of ſettling on the: ſummits of mountains, 


and of building its neſt in the moſt craggy rocks. 
In ſhort, we might be inclined to refer it to the 


ſame ſpecies. Accordingly, many, naturaliſts 


have miſtaken the one for the other. The co- 


lours of its plumage vary ſomewhat in the de- 


ſcriptions, and it is probably ſubject to real va- 


riations, ariſing from the difference of the indi- 


viduals, that of age, of ſex, of climate, &c. The 


male which Edwards has delineated, Pl. XVIII. 


was not of an uniform blue throughout; the 
tinge of the upper- part of the body was deeper 


* In Italian, Merlo Biavo: in German, Blau- Vogel, Blai- 


Stein-Amſel, Klein-Blau- Zimmer (Little Blue Zimmer). 
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hin that of the lower; the quills of its tail 


blackiſh, thoſe of its wings brown, and alſo the 
great coverts, which are edged with white; its 
cyes ſurrounded by a yellow circle, the inſide 
ok its mouth orange, its bill and legs of a brown 


verging on black. There would ſeem to be more 


uniformity in the plumage of the female. 

Belon, who ſaw ſome of theſe birds at Ra- 
guſa in Dalmatia, tells us, that they are alſo found 
in the iſlands of Negropont, Candia, Zante, 
Corfu, &c.; that they are very much ſought 
for, on account of their ſong ; but he adds, that 
they do not inhabit France or Italy. How- 
ever, the arm of the ſea which ſeparates Dal- 
matia from Italy 1s no inſurmountable barrier, 


eſpecially to theſe birds, which, according to 


Belon himſelf, fly much better than the com- 
mon Blackbird, and which could at leaſt make 


the circuit and penetrafe into Italy by the State 


of Venice. Beſides, it is a fact that theſe 
Ouzels are found in Italy; the one deſcribed 


by Briſſon, and that figured in our PI. Enl. 


No. 250, were both ſent from that country. 


Edwards had learnt from current report that 
they neſtled on inacceſſible rocks, or old de- 


| lerted towers *, and he ſaw ſome which were 


* M. Lottinger tells me of a Lead-coloured Ouzel which paſſes 


into the mountains of Lorraine in the months of September and 
October, which is then much fatter and better taſted than our 
common Blackbirds, but reſembles neither the male nor the fe- 
male of that ſpecies. - As no deſcription accompanied this note, I 
cannot decide whether it refers to the Blue Ouzel. 
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killed near Gibraltar ; from which he infers, 
with great nrabakillity, that they are ſpread 
through the whole of the ſouth of Europe. 
But this muſt be underſtood of the mountainous 
tracts, for it is rare to find them in the plains, 
They commonly lay four or five eggs, and their 
fleſh, eſpecially when they are young, is rec- 
koned good eating“. [A] 


* BELORNR. 


A] Specific character of the Turdys Cyanus > Its quills are 
plue- aſh coloured at the margin, its mouth and eye-lids yellow.” 
It is eight inches long, but ſmaller than the Blackbird. 


M 


3 1 


The SOLITARY OUZEL®. 


Le Merle Solitaire, Buff. 

Turdus Solitarius, Linn. and Gmel. 
Merula Solitaria, Briſſ. 

Paſſer Solitarius, Ray. 

T he Solitary Thruſh, Lath. 


6 bin alſo is an inhabitant of the mountains, 
and famous for its elegant ſtrains. It is well 
known that Francis I. king of France, took 
ſingular pleaſure in liſtening to it; and even at 
preſent the male of this ſpecies is tamed and ſold 
at a very high price at Geneva and Milan F, and 
ſtill dearer at Smyrna and Conſtantinople 3. 
The native warble of the Solitary Ouzel is ex- 
tremely liquid and tender, but rather plaintive, 
as muſt be the ſong of every bird which leads a 
lonely exiſtence. It remains always ſingle, ex- 
cept in the ſeaſon of love. At that joyous pe- 
riod, the male and female not only aſſociate to- 


; 

* It is probably the Kooouoc Bars or the Little Blackbird, of 
Ariſtotle, which reſembled the Blackbird, only its plumage was 
brown, its bill not yellow, and it lodged among rocks or on roofs, 
In modern Greek, Meg: in Italian, Paſſera Solitaria; and alſo 
Merulo Solitario, Saxatili, Stercoroſo, Merlo Chiappa (Buttock- 
Blackbird) : in Turkiſh, Kajabulbul, which ſigniſies Rock en 


ingale; the Swediſh Sten-Naecktergabl has the ſame meaning 
Poliſh, I robel Ofobny. 


+ Olina, Geſner, Willughby. 


I Itis ſometimes ſold in theſe cities for fifty or a hundred pi- 
altres, HasSSELQUIST, 


gether, 


come forward in thoſe intoxicating moments, 
when other animals court the ſilence of retreat. 


expoſed. They build their neſt with ſtalks of 
graſs and feathers in the top of a ſeparate chim. 


ſummit of a large tree, and almoſt always near 
cock, and ſoothes the tedious ſituation of his 
his trains, they are ſtill inſufficient to exprel; 


the warmth and tenderneſs of his emotions. 


ping his wings, diſplaying the feathers of his 
tail, briſtling thoſe on his head, and panting 


noiſe, or by the fight of any new object, ſhe re- 
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gether, but deſert in company the wild and 
dreary heights where they had lived ſeparately, 
and reſort to the milder abodes of man. They 
ſeem to ſeek ſpectators of their pleaſures, and 


But they lodge at a conſiderable height above 
the ſurface, and thus in the midſt of population 
they ſhun the dangers to which they would be 


ney, or on the ruins of an old caſtle, or on the 


a ſteeple or lofty tower. The male ſits whole 
hours or days upon the vane or weather- 


mate by a continual warble ; but pathetic as are 


A ſolitary bird feels more delicately and ardently 
than others. Sometimes he riſes chanting, flap- 


with delight, he deſcribes many circles in the 
air round his beloved mate as the centre. 
If the female be ſcared by any uncommon 


tires into her fort, but ſoon returns to the neſt, 

which ſhe never abandons. = 
As ſoon as the young are hatched, the male 

ceaſes to ling, but not to love ; he gives another 


proof 
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proof of his affection by ſharing in the trouble 
of rearing the brood, and bringing proviſions 
in his bill. In animals the ardor of love is ever 
proportioned to the tenderneſs for the off 
ſpring. 1 
They commonly lay five or ſix eggs; they 
feed their young with inſects, on which, and on 
grapes, they ſubſiſt themſelves *. They arrive 
in April in thoſe countries where they paſs the 
ſummer, and depart about the end of Auguſt; 
they return every year to the ſame ſpot where 
they firſt fixed their abode. It is uncommon to 
ſee more than two ain ſettled in the ſame 
tract T. 

The young, when they are e taken out of the 

neſt, are capable of inſtruction, and they learn 
to chant or to prattle. They begin to ſing at 
midnight, on the approach of the light of a 
candle. When well- treated they can live in a 
cage eight or ten years. They are found on the 
mountains in France and Italy , in almoſt all 
the iſlands of the Archipelago, eſpecially in 
Lira and Nia, where it is ſaid they neſtle among 
the heaps of ſtones 5, and in the iſland of Cor- 
ſica, where they are not conſidered as birds of 
| gs . But in Burgundy, thoſe which ar- 


0 Willughby, Belon, &c. 


+ There is every year a pair of them in the belfry I Sainte- 
Reine, a ſmall town in my neighbourhood, ſituated on the decli- 
vity of a hill of moderate height. | 


{ Belon, 58 Faſſelquiſt. 
{| Artier, Profeſſor of Natural Hiſtory at Baſtia. 


F rive 
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rive in the ſpring,” and lodge on the chimney 
tops, and in ruined churches, were never known 
to ſpend the winter in that province. The So- 
litary Ouzel may not migrate in Corſica, and yet 
flit from one part to another, according to the 
change of ſeaſons, as it does in France. 
The ſingular habits of this bird, and the charms 
of its ſong, have inſpired in the people a ſort of 
veneration for it. I know ſome places where it 
is looked upon as lucky, where they would 
hardly ſuffer its neſt to be diſturbed, and dread | 


its death as a public misfortune. 


The Solitary Ouzel is rather ſmaller than the 
common Blackbird, but its bill is ſtronger and 
more hooked near the point, and the legs are 
ſhorter in proportion. Its plumage is brown of 


different ſhades, and ſpeckled throughout with 


white, except on the rump, and on the feathers 


of the wings and tail. Alſo, its neck, throat, 
| breaſt, and the coverts of the wings, are in the 


male of a blue tinge, with purple reflexions, en- 


tirely wanting in the female, which is of an uni- 


form brown, with yellowiſh ſpeckles. In both, 
the iris is of an orange yellow, the opening of 
the noſtrils wide, the edges of the bill ſcalloped 
near the tip, as in almoſt all the Blackbirds and 
Thruſhes; the inſide of the mouth yellow, the 
tongue parted into three threads, of which the 
mid one is the longeſt ; twelve quills in the ta! 
nineteen in each wing, the firſt of which is ver) 


ſhort ; laſtly, the Hirſt phalanx of the outer toe 


13 
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alar extent twelve or thirteen ; its tail three ; its 
leg thirteen lines; and its bill fifteen ; the wings, 
when cloſed, reach — the middle of the 
tail. 3 


A] Specific character of the Turdus Solitarius :e It is du 
« 2 great part of it ſpotted with white, its tail blackiſh,” 


M 


18 joined to that of the middle one. The RN 
length of the bird is eight or nine inches; its 


FOREIGN BIRDS, 


WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE SOLITARY OUZEL, 


. 
The PEN SIVE THRUSH, 


Le Merle Solitaire de Manille, Buff. 
Turdus 1 , Gmel . 


Tuis ſpecies ſeems to be intermediate be- 
tween the Solitary Ouzel and the Rock 


Blackbird. It has the colours of the latter, and 
diſtributed partly in the ſame order; but its 
wings are not ſo long, though when cloſed they 
reach to two-thirds of the tail. Its plumage is 


a ſlate- blue, uniform on the head, the hind-part 
of the neck, and the back; almoſt quite blue on 
the rump, ſpeckled with other: on the throat, 
and on the fore-part of the neck and top of the 
breaſt. The ſame blue colour is deeper on the 
coverts of the wings, with ſimilar ſpeckles, 
though ſcattered more ſparingly, and ſome white 
ſpots, which are. ſtill fewer. The reſt of the 
under-fide of the body is orange, ſpeckled with 
blue and white; the quills of the wings and of 
the tail are blackiſh, and the latter edged with 
rufous; 
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rufous; laſtly, the bill is _ and 10 legs 


almoſt black. 
The N Ouzel 3 is nearly of the lb of the 


inches, its alar extent twelve or thirteen, its * 
three, its bill only an inch. unis 
The female has no blue or orange in its ws 
age, but two or three ſhades of brown, which 
form pretty regular ſpeckles on the head, the 


two birds were preſented by M. Sonnerat. 


a” 


II. 
The HERMIT THRUSH: 


Te Merle Solitaire des Philippines, Buff. 
Turdus Eremita, Gmel. 


The figure of this bird, its port, and its bill; 


plumage is ſomewhat analogous to that of the 


of various ſhades, and edged with brown. The 
feathers of the upper nde of the body are brown 
with a double border, the inner blackiſh, and the 
outer dirty white. The ſmall coverts of the 
wings have an aſh-caſt, and thoſe of the rump 
and tail are quite cinereous. The head is olive, 

Vor... Y | | verging 


Rock Blackbird ; its total length 1s about eight 


back, and all the under-ſide of the body.—Theſe 


M 


reſemble thoſe of the Solitary Ouzels, and its 


Penſive Ouzel, but it is rather ſmaller. Each 
feather in the ume ade of the body is rufous 


o 
— — 


of the tail and of the wings edged with gray; 


and of the female. : 
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verging on yellow, the orbits whitiſh, the quill 


the bill and legs brown. 

The entire length of the Hermit Ouzel 1; 
about ſeven inches and a half, its alar extent 
twelve, and its wings, if cloſed, reach to three. 


fourths of its tail, which contains twelve quill 


and is only two inches and three quarters long. 
This bird, which was ſent by M. Poivre, reſem. 


bles in ſo many reſpeQs the Penſive Ouzel, that 


I ſhould not wonder if it be afterwards found 
only a variety of age or ſex ; eſpecially as it i; 
brought from the ſame country, is ſmaller, and | 
its colour intermediate between thoſe of the male 


M 


2 res 1 
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FOREIGN BIRDS, 


WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE EUROPEAN 
| BLACK BIRDS. 


* 


The AFRICAN THRUSH. 


| Le Fauntir* du Cap de Bonne Eſperance, Buff. 
Furdus Morio, Linn. and Gmel. | 
Merula Capitis Bone Spei „Briſſ. 


Tus bird has the black and yellow colours of 


the European Blackbirds : but the black is 
more brilliant, and has reflexions which in cer- 
tain poſitions have 6 greeniſh caſt. The yellow, 
or rather the rufous colour, is ſeen only on the 
quills of the wings, of which the three firſt are 
tipt with brown, and the following with this 
brilliant black I have mentioned. The ſame 
lucid refulgent black occurs on the two middle 
quills of the tail, and on that part of the middle 
quills of the wings which is uncovered ; all that 
is hid of theſe middle quills, and all the lateral 
quills of the tail, are of a pure black. The bill 
is of the ſame black, but the legs are brown. 
The African Thruſh is larger than the com- 
mon Blackbird; its length i is eleven inches, its 


A word compounded of Faunt, Yellow; and Neir, . 
which are the colours of its plumage. 
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alar extent fifteen and a half, its tail four; itz 
bill, which is thick and ſtrong, 1 is fifteen he 
and its leg fourteen ; its wings, when cloſed, 
reach not to the middle of its tail. 


* 


Il. 


The CRESTED BLACKBIRD of China, 


— 8 te C riftatella, Lim: and Gmel. 
Merula Sinenſis Criſtata, Brill. 
Sturnus crinibus cinereis, &c. Klein. 
T he Chineſe Starling, or Blackbird, Edw. 
The C refted Grakle, Lath. 


Though this bind. 18 ſomewhat larger than the 
Blackbird, its bill and legs are ſhorter, and its 
tail much ſhorter; almoſt all its plumage is 
blackiſh, with a dull blue tinge, but not gloſly ; | 
a white loot appears in the middle of the wings, 
and impreſſed on the quills, and a little white 
on the tips of the lateral quills of the tail ; the 
bill and legs are yellow, and the iris of a fine 
orange. There is a ſmall tuft of pretty long 
feathers on the forchead, which the bird can 
briſtle up at pleaſure, But notwithſtanding 
this mark of diſtinction, and the differ- 
ence perceived in its proportions, we may per- 
haps regard it as a variety, produced by climate, W 
of our Yellow-billed Blackbird. It has, like 
55 that 
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that bird, a great facility in learning to whiſtle 
airs, and in repeating words. It is difficult to be 
brought from China into Europe. Its length is 
eight inches and a half; its wings, when cloſed, 
reach to the middle of the tail, which is only 
two inches and a half long, and compoſed of 
twelve quills nearly equal“. 


* Specific character of the Gracula Criſtatella, Lin N,— It 
is black, the primary wing=quills white at their baſe, and the 
Fe tail-quills at their tips 3 : the bill Yellow, = 
M 


. 
me RUFOUS-WINGED TH RUSH, 


Le Podebi du Senegal, Buff. 
Turdus Erythropterus, Gmel. 


We are indebted to M. Adanſon for this foreign 
and new ſpecies; its bill is brown, its wings and 
legs rufous, its wings ſhort, its tail long, tapered, 
marked with white at the extremity of the late- 
ral quills, and of the lower coverts. In every 
other part the Podobè is of the colour of our 
Blackbirds, and reſembles them in ſize, and in 
the ſhape of the bill, which, Baze er, is not 
yellow, 


8 IV, Ws 


much ſtronger, its tail longer and differently 


a pair of ſpectacles, placed at the baſe of the 


intermediate quills of the tail; the lateral quills 
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IV. ; 
The BLACKBIRD of Chin, 


Turdus Perſpicillatus, Gm el. 
Die S feaacle Thruſh, Lath. 


This Blackbird is larger than ours, its 10 


ſhaped, for it is tapered. The moſt remark. 
able feature in its plumage, is what appears like 


bill, and extending both ways upon the eyes; 
the ſides of theſe ſpectacles are nearly of an oval 
form, and black, ſo that they are diſtinctly de- 
fined on the gray plumage of the head and neck. 
The ſame gray colour, intermixed with a greet 
iſh tint, is ſpread over the whole of the upper- 
ſide of the body, including the wings and the 


are of a much deeper colour; part of the breaſt, 
and the belly, are of a dirty white, with a ite 


yellow, as far as the lower coverts of the tail, M 


which are rufous, The wings when cloſed ex- 
tend not far beyond the origin of the tail. 
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v. 
The GLOSSY THRUSH. 


Le ver- Dort, ou Merle a Longue Queu du _*, * Buff. 
Turdus neus, Gmel. 


The extreme length of this bird, which is 
about ſeventeen inches, is only two-thirds of 


that of its tail. Its alar extent by no means cor- 


reſponds to the ſame proportion, being narrower 
than that of the common Blackbird, which is a 
much ſmaller bird. Its bill is alſo proportion- 


ably ſhorter, but its legs are longer T. The pre- 


vailing colour is the fine gloſſy green that ap- 
pears in the plumage of Ducks; the only differ- 
ence is derived from the various tints and reflex- 
ions which in different parts it aſſumes. It is 
blackiſh on the head, with gold colour ſhining 


through; and on the rump and the two long 
intermediate quills of the tail are purple reflex- 


ions; on the belly and thighs a changing greens 
with roſe-copper. Almoſt all the reſt of its 
_ plumage is of a rich Sold green. 


1. % The Golden-Green, or Long-railed Blackbird of Se- 
nepal, 

+ The meaſures given by Briſſon are theſe — Total length 
eighteen inches; from the point of the bill to the end of the nails 
ten and a half; alar extent fourteen and a quarter; the length of 
che tail eleven; the bill thirteen lines; the legs eighteen. 
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There is in the Royal Cabinet a bird exactly 
like this, only its tail is not near ſo long. It is 


probably the ſame bird, but caught in the time 
of moulting *. 


® ti titled, 7. he Green Ouzel of Senegal, 


—_ _ 0. — * 
- — — — — — —— — — 
— —— —ä6ä——— 
5 


. 
1 TR CRESCENT BLACKBIRD of America, 


Le F Cling ou Merle a Collier 4 Amerique, Buff. 
Ala: ada Magna, Linn. and Gmel. 

Sturnus Ludowvicianus, var. Lath. 

Merula Americana T orquata, Briff. 

The Large Lark, Cateſby. | 

The Creſcent Stare, Penn. and Lath. 


The only black part of the plumage of this 
bird is a mark ſhaped like a horſe-ſhoe, which 
deſcends upon the breaſt, and a bar of the ſame | 
colour riſing on each ſide under the eye, and 
extending backwards. The firſt of theſe ſpots, 
ſeems, from its determined figure, to be the moſt 
characteriſtic of this ſpecies, and diſtinguiſhes it 
the beſt from the other collared Blackbirds. 
This horſe-ſhoe is traced on a yellow ground, 
which is the colour of the throat and of all the 
under-ſide of the body, and which appears 
again between the bill and the eyes; brown 
predominates on the head and behind the neck, 
and Agb gray on the lade Alſo the top of ” 
head 
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head is marked with a whitiſh ray; all the up- 
per-ſide of the body is of a partridge-gray; the 
quills of the wings and of the tail“ are brown, 
with ſome ruſty ſpots ; the legs brown and very 
long; and the bill, which is almoſt black, is 
ſhaped like that of our Blackbirds ; like them 
alſo it ſings agreeably in the ſpring, though it 
has not the ſame extent of notes. It ſcarcely 
cats any thing but the ſmall ſeeds which it finds 
on the ground Þ ; in which reſpect it reſembles 
the Larks, though it is much larger, exceeding 
even our Blackbird, nor is its hind-nail 5 
ened as in the Larks. It perches on the top of 
buſhes, and its tail is obſerved to have a briſk 
motion upwards and downwards. In fact, it is 
neither a Lark nor a Blackbird ; and yet of all 
the European birds, it reſembles the latter the 
moſt, It is found not only in Virginia and Ca- 
rolina, but in almoſt the whole continent of 
America I. 

The ſubject examined by Cateſby wal 
three ounces and a quarter ; its extreme length 
ten inches, its bill fifteen lines, its legs eighteen ; 
its wings when cloſed reached to the middle of 
Ks tail. [A]! 


Linnæus "RG that the three 1 bs of the tail are partly 

white. Sy. Naz. Edit. x. p. 167. 

+ For inſtance, thoſe of the Yellow-flowered Ornithogalum. | 

t Linnzus aſſerts that it occurs alſo in Africa. 

[A] Authors are much divided with reſpect to the claſſiſication 
of this bird: Lawſon and Cate ſby call it a Lark; Briſſon reckons 
it a Blackbird; Pennant makes it a Stare; and Latham regards it 

| as 


r Fr 0 PEW 
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as a variety of the Louiſiana Stare already deſcribed ; and Gmelin 
ſeems inclined to the ſame opinion. It is thus characterized by 
Mr. Latham: —“ Above it is variegated with ruſty brown and 
« blackiſh, below yellow, with a black curved ſtripe on the breaſt, 
6 the three lateral quills of the tail white,“ It lives in farina, 
and 1s eſteemed good eating. In the State of New-York it ap- 
pears in the beginning of April, breeds in June, and retires in 
September or Ocdober. It neſtles on the ground, and its eggs are 
whitiſh, 
M 


VII. 
"The GREEN BLACKBIRD of Angol, 


The Blue and Gr een ; Dawu, Edw. 


The upper- part of the body, the head, the | 
neck, the tail, and the wings, are of an olive 
green ; but brown ſpots appear on the wings, 
and the rump is blue. On the back, and on the 
fore-ſide of the neck, is a mixture of blue with 
green; the blue again occurs on the upper-part 
of the throat : violet predominates on the breaſt, 
the belly, the thighs, and the feathers which cover 

the ears: laſtly, the lower coverts of the tail 
are of an olive yellow, the bill and legs of a deep 
black. © 

0 This bird is of the ſame ſize with the fifty- 
third Thruſh of Briſſon; the proportions are 
likewiſe the ſame, but the plumage of the latter 


is different, being aaa of a fine duck-green, 
with 
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the wing. 

Theſe birds are nearly of the bulk of our 
Blackbird, their length being nine inches, their 
alar extent twelve and a quarter, their bill eleven 
or twelve lines; their wings when cloſed reach 
to the middle of the tail, which conſiſt of twelve 
equal quills. 


It is probable chat theſe two birds belong to 
the ſame ſpecies, but I cannot decide which is 


the original ſtem, and which the collateral | 


branch. [A] 


[A] This bird is a variety of the Shining Thruſh of Latham, 


the Turdus Nitens of Linnæus, and the Turdus Viridis Angolenſis of 


Briſſon. The character of the ſpecies is, “ That it is green, with 


a ſpat of ſhining violet on the coverts of the wings.“ 


M 


vm. 
The GIL DED THRUSH. 


Le Merle J. jolet du Royaume 4 Juida, Buff. 


The plumage of this bird is painted with the 
ſame colours as the preceding, that is, with vio- 
let, green, and blue, but differently diſtributed; 
violet is ſpread without any mixture on the head, 
the neck, and all the under-part of the body; 


blue on the tail and its ee ee e 16 
ly, 


with a {pot of ſteel- violet on the anterior part of 
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blue ſtripe near their inner margin. 


be tempted to refer it to the ſame ſpecies, were 
it not longer winged, which implies other in. 
ſtints and habits, But as the length of the 


eircumſtance juſt mentioned to conſtitute a ſpe- 
_ cific difference; and it will be prudent to wait 


cide, till farther information clear up the ſub- 
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ly, green on the wings; but theſe have belides; 
This bird is alſo of the ſame fize with the 


preceding : it appears to have the ſame port; 
and as it comes from the ſame climates, I ſhould 


—_ — — 23 tt — * - 


wings in dried birds depends greatly on the 
mode of preparing them, we cannot admit the 


the deciſion of accurate obſervation, 


IX. 


The 


CEYLON'THRUSH 


Le Plaſlron-Noir de Ceilan, Buff. 
| Turdus Zeylonus, Linn. and Gmel. 

Merula Torquata Capitis Bone Spei, Briſſ. 
The Green Pye of Ceylon, Edw. 


I beſtow a ſeparate name on this bird, be- 
cauſe thoſe who have ſeen it do not agree with 
regard to the ſpecies to which it belongs. Bri 
{on makes! it a Blackbird, and Edwards a Pie or 
2 Shrike. For my own part, I conceive it to be 
a Ring-Ouzel, not venturing, however, to de- 


Jed. 
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Let, It is ſmaller than the Blackbird, and its 
pill proportionably ſtronger. Its total length is 


tail three and a half, its bill twelve or thirteen 
Ines, and its legs fourteen; its wings when 
cloſed reach beyond the middle of its tail, which 
is ſomewhat tapered. 

The black breaſt- piece whlch- diſlinguiſhes 
mis bird is the more conſpicuous, as it is 
E bounded above and below by a lighter colour, 


s of a pretty bright yellow. From the two ends 
Jof the upper-margin of this breaſt-piece ariſe 
two cords of the ſame colour, which firſt aſcend- 
ing on each fide towards the head, define the 
beautiful yellow orange plate on the throat, and 


baſe of the bill, where they are in a manner in- 
E their origin cloſe to the noſtrils, embrace the 
eyes above, and form a contraſt to the black 
| cords. All the upper-part of this bird is 


a mixture of cinereous on, the top of the head, 


on the outer edge of the wing-quills ; the largeſt 


and the ten lateral ones are black, tipt with 
yellow, 


The 


ſeven inches and a half, its alar extent eleven, its 


for the throat and all the under- part of the body 


then bending under the eyes, terminate at the 


ſerted. Two yellow eye-brows, which take 


olive; but that colour ſeems to be tarniſhed by 
and on the contrary to brighten on the rump, and 
| of theſe are tipt with brown; the two interme- 


diate ones of the tail are of an olive green, and 
alſo the whole of the under-part of the body ; 
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The female has neither the black breaſt- piece 
nor the black cords. Its throat is gray; its breaſt 


and belly of a greeniſh yellow, and all the up- 


per-ſide of the body of the ſame colour, but 
deeper. In general, the female differs little from 


the bird figured Pl. Eul. No. 358, under the 
name of the Orange-bellied Blackbird of Se- 


negal, 8 
Briſſon has ſuppoſed that this bird is a native 
of the Cape of Good Hope; and indeed it was 


brought from that place by the Abbe de la Caille. ö | 


But if we believe Edwards, it belongs to a more 
diſtant climate, that of the iſland of Ceylon, 
That naturaliſt obtained accurate information on 


this ſubje& from John Gideon Loten, who had 
been governor of Ceylon, and who, on his re- 
turn from India, preſented ſeveral birds of that 


country to the Royal Society, and among the reſt 


| a Ceylon Thruſh, Edwards introduces here an 


obſervation which we have already anticipated, 
but which it may not be improper to repeat. 


The Cape of Good Hope 1s the general rendez- 1 


vous of ſhips trading to the Eaſt, and it may 


often happen, that in touching there, birds may 
be left which afterwards are miſtaken for natives 


of the extremity of Africa, 
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X. 


The ORANGE- GREEN or the ORANGE. 
BELLIED BLACKBIRD of Senegal. 


Turdus Chry/ogafter, Gmel. 
The Orgnge-bellied Thruſh, Lath. 


The principal colours of this new ſpecies are 
green and orange; a fine deep green, with re- 
fexions which are variouſly ſhaded with yellow, 
is ſpread over the whole of the upper-part of 
the body, including the tail, the wings, the head, 
and even the throat, but is not ſo deep on the 
tail. The under-part of the body, from the 
throat downwards, is of a ſhining orange. 
When the wings are cloſed, there appears a 
train of white which belongs to the outer edge 
of ſome of the quills. The bill is brown, and 
alſo the legs.—This bird is ſmaller than the 
Blackbird; its length is about eight inches; its 
alar extent eleven and a half; its tail two and 


three-quarters, and its bull cleven. or twelve 
lines, 


VARIETY of this BIRD. 


The preceding bird reſembles much the fe- 
male of the Ring-Ouzel of Ceylon; but it is 
1 | equally 
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equally related to the Blackbird of the Cape if 
Good Hope, No. 221, which I call Orange-Blu 
(oranbleu)) ; for the whole of the under- part of 
its body 1s orange, from the throat to the lower 
belly incluſive ; and blue is ſpread over the up- 
per- part from the baſe of the bill to the end of 
the tail, This blue conſiſts of two ſhades, the 
deeper of which edges each feather, whence re- 
ſults an agreeable and regular variety. The bil 
and legs are black, and alſo the quills of the 
wings; but many of the middle ones have a 
white-gray margin: laſtly, the tail-quills are 
the moſt uniform in regard to colour, 


Re XI. 
The BROWN BLACKBIRD of the 
CAPE of GOOD HOPE. 


Furdus Bicolor, Gmel. 
pe I bite-rumped Thruſh, Lath. 


Wee are indebted to Sonnerat for this new ſpe- 
cies. It is nearly the ſize of the Blackbird; its 
total length ten inches, and its wings extend a 
little beyond the middle of the tail. Almo t all 
its plumage is of a varying brown, with ref ex- 
ions of duſky green: the belly and rump are 
White. 1 
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XII. 
The BANIAHBOU of Bengal. 


Tar Jus Canorus Lanius V auſtus, Linn, and Ginel. | 
Merule Rengalenfis, Brifl. 

The P aun Indian Thrufh, Edw. 

7 rying Thruſh, Lath, 


Tx 


en the upper-part of the body, lighter on the 
under, and alſo on the edge of the coverts and 
| wing-quills j the bill and legs are yellow; the 
tail tapered, about three inches long, and ex- 
tending half its length beyond the cloſed wings, 
Such are the chief circumſtances which charac- 
terize this foreign bird, the ſize of which ſome- 
what exceeds that of the Throſtle. 
| Linnzus informs us, on the authority of ſome 


Swediſh naturaliſts who had travelled into 


| Aſia, that the ſame bird occurs in China; but 
it ſeems there to have been affected by the eli- 
| mate, being gray above and ruft-colouted be- 
low, with a white ſtreak on each {ide of the head. 
The epithet of canorus, Which Linnæus beftows 


on it, no doubt from accurate information, im- 


Plics that theſe foreign Blaekbirds have an agree 
able warble. 


vol n, XIII. The 
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XIII. 
The CINEREOUS BLACKBIRD. 


L Ourowang, ou Merle Cendre de eee, Buff. 
Turdus-Urovang, Gmel. 
| Merula Madagaſcarienſis Cinerea, Brifl, 


The name Cinereous Blackbird gives a very 
juſt idea of the predominant colour of the plum- 
age: but the intenſity is not every where the 
| fame: it is very deep, almoſt black, with a light 

tinge of green on the long and narrow feathers 
that cover the head: it is lighter without mix- 
ture of other tinge on the quills of the tail and 
of the wings, and on the great coverts of the 
latter. It has an olive caft on the upper-part of 
the body, on the ſmall coverts of the wings, on 
the neck, on the throat, and on the breaſt, i 
Laſtly, it is lighter under the body, and about 
the lower belly, and there is a flight ogy ol nl 
yellow. | 
This Blackbird is nearly as ; large as our Red- 
Wing, but its tail is rather longer, its wings 
ſomewhat ſhorter, and its legs much ſhorter. 
Its bill is yellow, as in our Blackbirds, marked 
near the end with a brown ray, and furniſhed | 
with ſome briſtles round the baſe ; its tail con- 1 
ſiſts of twelve equal quills, and its legs are of a } 
brown colour, | 
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The PIGEON THRUSH, 


Le Merle des Colombiers, Buff. 
Turdus Columbinus, Gmel. 


This bird is called, in the Philippines, the 
Pigcon-houſe Stare; becauſe it is naturally fami- 
liar, and ſeeks the conveniencies which the dwell- 
ings of men afford, and neſtles even in the pi- 
geon-houſes. But it reſembles the Blackbird 
more than the Stare, in the ſhape of its bill and 
legs, and in the proportions of its wings, which 
only reach the middle of the tail, &c. Its bulk 
is nearly that of the Red-Wing, and its plum- 
age conſiſts of one colour, though not uniform; 
this is a varying green, which, according to its 
polition, has different ſhades and reflexions. 
This ſpecies is new, and we are indebted for it 
to Sonnerat. There are alſo found in the col- 
lection which he brought from the Cape of 
Good Hope, ſome individuals that evidently be- 
long to the ſame ſpecies, but which differ in hav- 
ing their rump white, both on the upper and 
under ſurface, and in being ſmaller. Muſt this 
be aſcribed to climate or to age ©? 


* Specific character of the T urdus Colunbinus: . It i is green, 
" With different coloured reflexions,”? 
M 


* 3 XV. The 
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XV. 
The OLIVE THRUSH. 


Le Merle Olive du C aße de Bonne Eſperance, Buff, 
Turdus Olivaceus, Linn. and Gmel. 


The upper part of the body of this bird, in. | I 
audi what appears of the quills, of the tail, 
and of the wings, when they are cloſed, is bn 
an olive-brown ; the neck and the breaſt are of 
the ſame lor as the throat, but without 
ſtreaks; all the reſt of the under-part of the 
body 1 is of a fine fulvous colour : laſtly, the bill 
is brown, as well as the legs, and the infide of 
the quills of the wings and the lateral 1 N f} 
the tail. 

This Blackbird is as 15 as a Red Wing ; 15 
alar extent near thirteen inches, and its total 
length eight and a quarter; the bill is ten lines 
che leg fourteen; the tail, which conſiſts of 
twelve equal quills, is three inches long; and] 
the wings, when cloſed, reach only half is 
length *. 


* Specific character of the Twdus Ola. cc ti 15 fomentar 
* duſky, below bs wy | 
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XVI. 
The BLACK-THROATED THRUSH. 


Le Merle à Gorge Noire de Saint Domingue, Buff, 
Turdus Ater, Gmel, 


The black on the throat of this bird extends 
on the one hand below the eye, and even on the 
ſpace between the eye and the bill; and on the 
other it deſcends upon the neck as far as the 
breaſt, It is beſides edged with a broad rufous 
border, with different ſhades of brown, which 
extends upon the eyes and upon the fore-part of 
the top of the head ; the reſt of the head, the 
poſterior ſurface of — neck, the back, and the 
ſmall coverts of the wings, are grayiſh brown, 
variegated {lightly with ſome browner tints. The 
great coverts of the wings, as well as the quills, 
are of a blackiſh brown, edged with light gray, 
and ſeparated from the ſmall coverts by an olive- 
yellow line belonging to theſe ſmall coverts, 
The ſame olive-yellow predominates on the 
rump, and on all the under-part of the body; 
but under the body it is variegated with ſome 
black ſpots, which are pretty broad, and ſcattered 
thinly over the whole ſpace between the black 
piece of the throat and the legs. The tail is of 
the ſame gray as the upper-part of the body, but 
in its middle only; the lateral quills n edged 


23 on 
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on the outſide with a blackiſh colour ; the bil | 
and the legs are black. 
This bird, which has not been hitherto de- 
ſeribed, is nearly of the bulk of the Red-Wing, | 
its total length is about ſeven inches and a half, 
its bill one inch, its tail three; and its wings, 

Which are very ſhort, reach ſcarcely the fourth | 
of its tail. 1 
M 


XVII. 
The CANADA BLACKBIRD, 


This reſembles the moſt the Mountain Black- 
bird, which is only a variety of the Ring Ouzel. 
It is ſmaller, but its wings bear the ſame propot- 
tion to its tail, not reaching beyond the middle, M 

and the colours of its plumage, which are not MW 
very different, are diſtributed in the ſame man- 5 | 
ner. The ground colour is conſtantly dark- M 
brown, variegated with lighter ſhades in every 
part, except in the quills of the tail and of the | 
wings, which are of an uniform blackiſh brown. 
The coverts of the wings have reflexions of a | 
deep but ſhining green; all the other feathers 
are blackiſh, and terminated with rufous, which, 
disjoining them from one another, produces 2 WM 
regular variety, ſo that the feathers may be il 
counted from the rufous ſpots. 1 ; 


XVIII Tho] 
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XVIII. 
The WLAN OLIVE BLACKBIRD. 


Turdus Bae „ Gmel. 
Merula Olivacea Indica, Briſſ. 
The Indian Thraſh, Lath. 


Al the upper-part of this bird, including the 


quills of the tail, and thoſe uricovered of the 


quills of the wing, are of a deep olive-green. 
All the under-part is of the ſame ground-colour, 


but of a lighter tinge, and bordering upon yel- 
low, The inner webs of the wing-quills are 
brown, edged partly with yellow ; the bill and 
legs are almoſt black. — This bird is larger than 


the Red-Wing; its whole length is eight inches, 


its alar extent twelve and a half, its tail three 


and a half, its bill thirteen lines, its leg nine, 


and its wings when cloſed reach to the middle 
of its tail. 5 
M 
XIX. 
The INDIAN CINEREOUS BLACKBIRD. 


Turdus Ci inereus, Gm, 
Merula Cinerea Indica, Brill. 
The An. 7. bra 7 Lath. 


The colour of the upper- part of the body is 
deeper than that of the under. The great co- 
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are cinereous, like the upper- part of the body; 


but their inſide is black: the eight others are 
entirely black, as alſo the bill, the legs, and the 


the angles of its opening. This bird is ſmaller 


5 brown on the quills of the tail and of the wings, 
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verts and the quills of the wings are edged with 
white-gray on the outſide ; but the middle quills 
have this edging broader. They have likewiſe 


= 


another border of the fame colour on the inſide, 
from their origin, to two-thirds of their length, 


Of the twelve tail-quills, the two middle ones 


the two following are partly of the ſame colour, 


nails. The bill has ſome blackiſh briſtles near 


than the Red-Wing ; it is ſeven and a quarter 
in length, twelve and two-thirds alar extent; its 
tail is three inches, its bill eleven lines, and its 
leg ten. 


The BROWN BLACKBIRD of Senegal. W 
N | 


Merula Senegalenſis, Brill, 
The Senegal Thruſh, Lath. 


Nothing ean be more uniform and ordinary | 
than the plumage of this bird, or more eaſy to 
deſcribe. It is grayiſh brown on the upper and } 
anterior parts, dirty white on the under-patt, | 


and allo on the bill and legs, It is not {0 large 
as | 
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as the Red-Wing, but its tail is longer, and its 


bill ſhorter. Its whole length, according to 


Briſſon, is eight inches; its alar extent eleven 
and a half, its tail three and a half, its bill nine 


lines, its leg eleven. Its wings do not reach 


farther than the middle of its tail, which conſiſts 
of twelve quills. 


XXI. 


* 


The TANOMBE E, or the MADAGASCAR 
BLACKBIRD. 
Turdus e Gmel. 
Merula Madagaſcarienſis, Briſſ. 
The Madagaſcar Thruſh, Lath. 


I have retained the name by which this bird 


is known in its native region. It is to be wiſthed 


that travellers would thus preſerve the real names 
of the foreign birds; we ſhould then be able to 
diſtinguiſh the ſpecies t to which each obſervation 
applied, 


The Tanombe is rather ſmaller than the Red- 


Wing; its plumage is in general of a very deep 
brown on the head, neck, and all the upper-part 
of the body; but the coverts of the tail and 


wings have a tinge of green. The tail is a gold 
green, edged with white, as alſo the wings, 


which have, beſides, ſome violet changing into 
green 
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green at the tips of the great quills, a colour of 


poliſhed ſteel on the middle quills and the great 


coverts, and an oblong mark of fine gold- -yellow 
on the ſame middle quills. The breaſt is of a 
rufous brown, the reſt of the under-part of the 
body white ; the bill and legs are black, and the 
tarſus very ſhort. The tail is ſomewhat forked; 


the wings reach only to the middle, but its alar = 


extent is greater in proportion than in the Red- 
Wing. I may obſerve, that in a ſubject which 
I had occaſion to ſee, the bill was more hooked | 
at the point than repreſented in the figure, and | 
in this reſpect the Tanombe ſeems to reſemble the 


Solitary Blackbird. 


XXII. 
The MINDANAO BLACKBIRD. 


Turdus Mindanenſ, Gmel. 
The Mindanao Thruſh, Lath. 


The feel colour which appears on part of the 
wings of the Tanombe, is, in the Mindanao 


Blackbird, ſpread over the head, the throat, the 


'neck, the breaſt, and all the upper-part of the 


body as far as the end of the tail. The wings 


have a white bar near their outer margin, and 
the reſt of the under- part of the body is white. 


This 
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This bird exceeds not ſeven inches in length, 
and its wings reach only the middle of the tail, 
which is ſomewhat tapered. —lIt is a new ſpecies, 
introduced by Sonnerat. 

Daubenton the younger has obſerved another 
individual of the ſame kind, in which the ends 
of the long quills of the wings and of the tail 
are of a deep varying green, with ſeveral ſpots 
of wavy-violet on the body, but chiefly behind 


the head. It is Perhaps a female, or elle a 
young male. 


XXIII. 


The GREEN BLACKBIRD of the 
He of France, 


| Turdus Maxritianie þ Ge! . 


The Mauritius Thruſh, Lath. 


The plumage of this bird is quite uniform, all 
the outſide being bluiſh green, verging to brown, 
but its bill and legs cinereous. It is ſmaller than 
the Red-Wing ; its length is about ſeven inch- 
es, its alar extent ten and a half, its bill ten lines, 

and its wings reach to the third of its tail, which 
is only two inches and a half. The feathers that 


cover the head and neck are long and narrow. 
It ĩs a new ſpecies, 42 65 


XXIV. The 


ſemble moſt in its plumage that of the follow- 
ing article, the Brunet, and particularly the 
Yellow-rumped Blackbird of Senegal, which 1 
_ conſider as a variety of the ſame ſpecies, we till 
perceive obvious differences in its colour, and 
more important ones in the proportions of its 


total length nine inches, its alar extent nine and 


bird in the brown colour of the upper- part of 
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XXIV. 


The BLACK Cas Uk, or the BLACK- 
HEADED BLACKBIRD of the Cape of 
Good Hope. OL 


Though at firſt ſight this bird "WAY to re- 


limbs. It is not ſo large as the Red-Wing ; its 


a half, its tail three and two-thirds, its bill 
thirteen lines, and its leg fourteen. Its wings, 
therefore, ſpread leſs than thoſe of the Brunet, 
but its bill, tail, and legs, are proportionably 
longer. Its tail is alſo of a different form, and 
conſiſts of twelve tapered quills; each wing has 
nineteen, of which the longeſt are the fifth and 
the ſixth. | 
With regard to its s plumage, it ED Te that 


its body, but it differs by the colour of its helmet, 
which is of a ſhining | black ; by the rufous co- 
1our of its rump, and of the upper-coverts of its 
tail; by the ruſty caſt of its throat, and of the 
whole of the under-part of its body, as far as 

7 de 
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the lower coverts of the tail incluſively ; by the 
ſmall brown ray on the flanks; by the ſmall | 
white ſpot which appears on the wings, and bh, 
which belongs to the large quills; by the [Nh 
blackiſh colour of the quills of the tail; and Wil. 
laſtly, by the white mark which terminates the Wh. 
lateral ones, and which is larger as the quill is 1 
nearer the outſide. el. 
XXV. 1 
The BRUNET of the Cape of Good Hope. W's | 
e "FEY N 
Zurdus Capenſis, Linn, and Gmel; 1 Fi l { 
Merula Fuſca Capitis Bone Spei, Brill, 0 4 | 
The Brunet Thruſh, Lath. lf, ö f 
| nn I 1 1 ow 4:1 ÞÞ 
The predominant colour of the plumage of 1044 
. 10 * | | 8 « 5 1 1 : : 
this bird is deep brown, which is ſpread over 1 
the head, the neck, all the upper- part of the 1 


body, the tail, and wings; it is rather lighter 
on the breaſt and ſides, has a yellowiſh caſt on 
the belly and thighs, and gives place to a beau- 
tiful yellow on the lower coverts of the tail. 
This yellow fpot is the more confpicyous, as it 

is contraſted with the colour of the quills of the 
tail, which are of a ſtill deeper brown below 
than above, The bill and legs are entirely 
black, . os 


This 
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This bird is not larger than a Lark; its wings 
meaſure ten inches and a half acroſs, and hardly 
reach to the third of its tail, which is near 
three inches long, and conſiſts of twelve equal 
quills “. 


0 Speciſie character of the Turdus Capenfis rn It i A dull, 5 
40 belly ſomewhat yellowiſh, its vent yellow. PF, 


VARIETY of the CAPE BRUNET, 


The bird repreſented Pl. Enl. No. 317, by 
the name of the Yellow-rumped Blackbird of 


Senegal * is much analogous to the Brunet, only 
It is rather larger, and its head and throat are 
black. The remaining parts are of the ſame 


colour in both, and nearly of the ſame propor- 
tions; which would lead us to ſuppoſe that it is 
a variety produced by difference of age or of 


ſex. But having occaſion afterwards to obſerve 
that, among a great number of birds ſent by 


Sonnerat, many marked © Cape Blackbirds” 


were exactly like the ſubje& deſcribed by Briſ- 
ſon, and not one with a black head and throat, 


it ſeems more probable that the bird, No. 317, 


1s only a variety derived from climate. The 
bill of this bird is broader at the baſe, and more 
curved than that of the ordinary Blackbird. 


* Merle a cal aue du Senegel, 
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XXVI. 
The BROWN JAMAICA BLACKBIRD. 


Turdus Aurantius, Gmel. 5 
Merula Jamaicenſis, Brill, 

Merula Fuſca, Ray, Sloane, and Klein. 

The White-chinned Thruſh, Lath. 


Deep brown is the predominant colour of the 


head, the upper-part of the body, the wings, 


and the tail; brown of a lighter ſhade on the 


fore-ſide of the breaſt and, of the neck, dirty 
white under the belly, and on the reſt of the 


lower-part of the body. The moſt remarkable 


feature in this bird is, that the throat and bill are 
white, and the legs orange. Its extreme length 
is ſix inches four lines, its alar extent nine inches 
and ſome lines, its tail two inches and eight or 


nine lines, its leg two inches and a quarter, its 
bill eleven lines; all Engliſh meaſure. It ap- 
pears then that it is not ſo large as our Red- 


Wing. It generally haunts the mountains and 
foreſts, and is eſteemed good eating. All that 
Sloane informs us, with reſpect to the interior 


ſtructure of this bird, is, that its fat is of an 
orange yellow x 


* Specific character of the 7. ks VT = It is black. 


© iſk-brown, the upper-patt of its throat and its belly whitiſh, its 


© bill and legs orange.” 


XXVII. The 
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black as the collar ; but the ſmall ones are tipt 
with white, which produces ſpeckles of that co- 


fulvous edging. The reſt of the plumage is 
_ cinnamon colour, but the bill and = are 


ſeven inches, its tail two and a half, its bill eleven 
lines, and its wings, which are ſhort, extend but 


XXVII. 
The CRAVATED BLACKBIRD of Cayenne, 


Furdus Cinnamomeus, Gmel. 


The Black-breafted Thruſh, Lath. 


The cravat of this Blackbird 1s very broad, 
of a fine black edged with white ; it extends 
from the baſe of the lower mandible, and even 
from the ſpace included between the upper man- 
dible and the eye, as far as the middle of the 
breaſt, where the white border widens, and is 
marked with tranſverſe rays of black: it covers 
the ſides of the head as far as the eyes, and in- 
cloſes three-fourths of the circumference of the 
neck. The coverts of the wings are of the ſame 


lour; and the two rows of great coverts have a | 


black. . 

This Blackbird is ſmaller than our Red- 
Wing; the point of its bill is hooked as in the 
Solitary Thruſhes. Its whole length is about 


a little way beyond the origin of the tail. * 
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XXVIII. 
The CRESTED BLACKBIRD of the Cape 
of Good Hope. 


Turdus Cafer, Linn. and Gmel, 
The Cape Thruſh, Lath. 


long narrow feathers, which naturally recline 

on the top of the head, but which the bird can 
E briſtle at pleaſure. Its colour, and that of the 
head and the breaſt, is a fine black, with violet 
reflexions ; the fore- ſide of the neck and breaſt 


have hs ſal wavy gloſs on a brown ground. 
This brown is ſpread on all the upper- part of the 


body, and extends over the neck, the coverts of 
the wings, part of the tail-quills, and even un- 


der the body, where it forms a ſort of broad 


cincture which paſſes under the belly; but in 
il theſe places it is ſoftened by a whitiſh colour 


which edges and defines each feather, in the - 


lame way nearly as in the Ring Ouzel. 

The lower coverts of the tail are red, the up- 
per white, the abdomen alſo white, and the bill 
and legs black. The corners where the bill opens 


ae ſhaded with long black briſtles projecting bo” 


Forwards, This Blackbird is ſcarcely larger than 
the Creſted Lark. Its wings meaſure Mea or 
twelve inches acroſs, and when cloſed do not 


The creſt is not permanent; it conſiſts of 
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Seba, who firſt noticed it, tells us that he ranged 


5 All the upper- part of its body is reddiſh brown, 
including the tail and the wings, except that theſe 
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reach the middle of the tail. The longeſt fez. 
thers are the fourth and fifth, and the "08 1s the 
ſhorteſt of all “. 


* Specific character of the Turdus Cafer:— It is ſomeyby 
cc creſted, its rump and 88 white, its vent t red. 
M 


r 
The AMBOYNA BLACK BIRD, 


Tap * Amboinenſ 1% Gi 
The Amboina Tory, Lath. 


I allow this bird to remain in the place af 
vt it by Briſſon, though J am not quite cer- 
tain whether it really belongs to this genus 


it among the Nightingales, on account of the 
ſweetneſs of its ſong ; it not only chants its love 
in the ſpring, but eres its long beautiful tai 
and bends it in a ſingular manner over its back 


are marked with a yellow ſpot ; all the under- 
part of the body is of this laſt colour, but the 
lower ſurface of the tail-quills is golden. Thele 
are twelve in number, and regularly diminilt-| 


ing. 


XXX. The 
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8 
| The BLACKBIRD of the Ille of Bourbon. 


Turdus Borboni of G = 
The ITY Thruſp, Lath. 


The fize of his bitd is nearly that of the 
Creſted Lark; it is ſeven inches and a half long, 
and eleven 130 one-third acroſs the wings; its 
bill ten or eleven lines, its legs the ſame, a its 
wings reach not to the middle of its tail, which 
's three inches and a half long, and conſequently. 
almoſt half the whole length of the bird. 

The top of the head is covered with a ſort of 
black cap ; all the reſt of the upper-part of the 
body, the ſmall coverts of the wings, the whole 
of the tail and breaſt, are of an olive-aſh colour; 
the reſt of the under-part of the body is olive, 
verging on yellow, except the middle of the 
belly, which is whitiſh. The great coverts of 
the wings are brown, with ſome mixture of ru- 
fous ; the wing-quills are parted by theſe two 
colours; the brown being placed within and be- 
neath, the rufous before. We muſt, however, 
except the three middle- quills, which are en- 
tirely brown; thoſe of the tail are brown alſo, 
and interſected near their end by two bars of 
different ſhades of brown, but from the ſame- 
neſs of the ground colour they are very indiſ- 
tinct: the bill and legs are yellowiſh. 


AA 2 XXXI. The 
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XXXI. 


The DOMINICAN BLACKBIR) 
| of the Philippines. 


Turdus Dominicanus, Gmel. 


The Deminican Thruſh, Lath: 


The length of the wings is one of the moſt 
remarkable characters of this new ſpecies ; they 
reach as far as the tail. Their colour, as well zz 
that of the under-{ide of the body, 1s brown, on 
which appear a few irregular ſpots of the colour 
of poliſhed ſteel, or rather of changing violet“. 
This brown ground aſſumes a violet caſt at the 
origin of the tail, and a greeniſh, at the end; it 
is lighter on the ſide of the neck, and becomes 
whitiſh on the head, and all the lower: part < 
the body. The bill and legs are light brown. 
This bird is ſcarcely fix inches long. It is a 
new ſpecies, for which we are indebted t to Son- 
nerat. 


* Theſe violet ſpots, irregularly ſcattered on the upper-fide of 
the body, have led Daubenton the younger to ſuppoſe, that th, 
individual was killed at the cloſe of the moulting ſeaſon, before 
zhe true colours of its plumage had ſtability. 


| 
} 85 


XXXI. 
The GREEN CAROLINA BLACKBIRD. 


Cateſby, who obſerved this bird in its native | 
region, informs us, that it is ſcarcely larger than 


Lark, 
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Lark, and its figure is nearly the fame; that it 
;; extremely ſhy, and conceals itſelf dexteroully 3 
that it haunts the banks of the large rivers, two 
or three hundred miles from the ſea, and flies 
with its feet extended backwards (as uſadl in 
thoſe of our own birds, whoſe tails are very 
ſhort), and that its ſong is loud. It probably 
ſubſiſts on the {ſeeds of the purple-flowered _ 
ſhade. 

All the upper-part of the body is of a dull 
green, the eye is almoſt encircled with white, 
the lower jaw delicately edged with the ſame 
colour; the tail brown; the under-fides of the 
body, except the-lower belly, which is whitiſh, 
the bill and the legs, black: the quills of the 
wings do not reach much beyond the origin of 
the tail. 

The total length of the bird is about ſeven 
inches and a quarter, its tail three, its leg twelve 
lines, 1ts bill ten, 


XXXIII. 


The TERAT BOULAN, or the INDIAN 
BLACK BIRD. 


 Turdus Orientalis „Gmel. 
Merula Indica, Briſſ. 
The Ab. rumped Te Lath. 


"The characters of this ſpecies are theſe: The 
ful, legs, and toes, are proportionably ſhorter 
AA 3 than 


ferently from ordinary; ; the fix middle quill 
are of equal lengths, and it is properly the three 


upper-part of the body, the neck, the head, and 
the tail, are black, the rump cinereous, and the 
three lateral feathers on each ſide tipt with white, 
The ſame white prevails on all the under-yan 
the neck, and of the throat, and extends both 
ways over the eyes; but on each fide a ſmul 
black ſtreak riſes at the baſe of the bill, and 


- ſeems to paſs under the eye, and extend beyond 


8 edged half-way with white on the inſide; the | 


and through their whole length. 


length, from the point of the bill to the end d | 


a half, the bill eight las and a half, the leg 
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than in the others; the tail is tapered, but qi. 


lateral quills on each fide that are tapered. The 


of the body and of the tail, on the fore- ſide of 


The great quills of the wings are blackiſh 


middle quills, and alſo the great coverts, ate 
likewiſe edged with white, but on the outhds 


This bird is rather larger than the Lark; it 
alar extent 1s ten inches and a half, and its wings 


extend a little beyond the middle of its tail. Ii 


the tail, is ſix inches and a half, and to the end 
of the nails five and a half; the tail is two anch 


nine, and the middle toe even. 
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XXXIV. 


The SAUI JALA, or the GOLDEN BLACK- 
BIRD of Madagaſcar. 


Turdus N , Gmel. 
Merula Madagaſcarienſis Aurea, Brill. 
T he Black-cheehed Thruſh, Lath. 


This perlen which is an inhabitanc of the 
ancient continent, retains in part the plumage 


of our Blackbirds. Its bill, legs, and nails, are 


blackiſh ; it has a ſort of collar of fine velvet 
black, which paſſes under the throat, and extends 


only a little beyond the eyes; the quills of the 
tail and of the wings, and the plumage of the 


reſt of the body, are always black, but edged 


with lemon colour, as they are edged with gray 


in the Ring Ouzel; ſo that the ſhape of each 
feather 1s beautifully defined on the contiguous 
_ feathers whieh it covers. 

This bird is nearly of the ſize of the Lark; 
its alar extent is nine inches and a half, and its 
tail is ſhorter than in our Blackbirds, in pro- 
portion to the total length of the bird, which is 
five inches and three quarters, and alſo in pro- 
portion to the length of its wings, which ſtretch 


almoſt to two-thirds of its tail. The bill is ten 


lines, the tail ſixteen, the legs eleven, and the 
middle toe ten, 
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XXXV. 
The S URIN AM BLACKBIRD, 


Turdus Surinamus , Gmel. 
Merula Surinamenſis, Briſſ. 
The Surinam Thruſh, Lath. 


We find in this American Blackbird the ſame 
ground colour that predominates in the common 
Blackbird. It is almoſt entirely of a ſhining 
black, but diverſified by other tints. On the 
crown of the head is a yellowiſh fulvous plate; 
on the breaſt are two marks of the ſame colour, 

but of a lighter ſhade ; on the rump is a ſpot of 

the ſame hue; on the wings is a white line that 
borders them fog their origin to the third joint; 
and laſtly, under the wings is white, which pre. 

vails over all the lower coverts: ſo that in flying 
this bird diſcovers as much white as black, Its 

legs alſo are brown, and its bill only blackiſh ; 
and allo the wing-quills, and all thoſe of the 
tail, except the two firſt and the laſt, which 
are a yellowiſh fulvous colour at their origin, but 
only | in the inſide, 

The Surinam Blackbird is not larger than a 
Lark ; its whole length is ſix inches and a half; 
its alar extent nine and a half; its tail hots 
nearly ; its bill eight lines, and its legs ſeven or 

eight; laſtly, its wings ſtretch beyond the mid- 
dle of | its tail, 
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XXXVI. 
The PA IL. MIS T E. 


Turdus Palmarum, Linn. and Gmel, 
The Palm Thru, Lath, 


This bird owes its name to its habits of lodg- 
ing and neſtling in palm-trees, where it no doubt 
gathers its food, Its bulk is equal to that of the 
Lark; its length is fix inches and a half, its alar 
extent ten and one-third, its tail two and a half, 
and its bill ten lines. 
| What ſtrikes us firſt in the my is a fort of 
| large black cap, which deſcends both ways lower 
than the ears, and is marked on each fide with 
three white ſpots, the one near the forehead, the 
other above the eye, and the third below it. The 
neck is aſh=coloured behind where it is not co- 
vered by this black cap, and white before, as. 
alſo the throat. The breaſt is cinereous, and 
the reſt of the under-part of the body is white- 
gray. The upper-part of the body, including 
the ſmall coverts of the wings, and the twelve 
quills of the tail, is of a beautiful olive-green 
the parts of the wing-quills that appear are of 
the ſame colour, and the reſt is brown. The 
bill and legs are cinereous.—The wings ſtretch 
a little beyond the middle of the tail. 

The bird, which Briſſon has made another 
| ſpecies of the mite, differs from the preceding 
in 
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body. But in every other reſpect the reſem- 


the ſame country, I do not heſitate to conclude 


ſpecies, and I am diſpoſed to think that the firſt 


add, that the great wing-quills are blackiſh, that 
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in nothing but that its cap, inſtead of being en. 
tirely black, has an aſh-coloured bar on the top 
of the head, and has rather leſs white under the 


blance is exact, and not a word of the deſcrip. 
tion needs to be altered : and as they inhabit 


that theſe twa individuals belong to the ſame 


18 s the male, e and the ſecond the female. 


XXXVII. 


The WHITE-BELLIED VIOLET BLACK- 
BIRD of . 


Tur 75 Leucogaſter, . 
The Whidah Thruſh, Lath. 


The name of this bird contains almoſt a com- 
plete deſcription. of its plumage. I need only 


the bil! is of the ſame colour, and the legs cine- 
reous. It is rather ſmaller than the Lark; its | 
length is about ſix inches and a half, its alar e- 
tent ten and a half, its tail ſixteen lines, its bill 

eight, its legs nine.— The wings ſtretch three- 
fourths of the tail, 


XXXVYIL Thr 
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XXXVIII. 
The RUFOUS BLACKBIRD. of Cayenne. 


Turdus Rufifrent, Gmel. 
T he Rufous Thruſh, Lath. 


The front and fides of its head, the throat, 


and all the fore-part of its neck and belly, are 


rufous. The top of the head, and all the up- 
per- part of the body, including the ſuperior co- 


verts of the tail, and the quills of the wings, 


brown; the ſuperior coverts of the wings black, 


_ edged with bright yellow, which is conſpicuous 
on the ground colour, and terminates each row 


of theſe by a waving line. The lower coverts 
of the tail are white; 4 the tail, the bill, and the 
legs, are cinereous. 


This bird is ſmaller than the Lark; its total 


length is only ſix inches and a half. I could 
not meaſure it acroſs the wings; but theſe were 


certainly not broad, for when cloſed they did 
not reach beyond the coverts of the tail. The 


bill and the legs are each eleven or twelve 
lines. gk 
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XXXIX. 


The LITTLE RUFOUS-THROATED 
BROWN BLACEBIRD of Cayenne, 


Turdus Pectoralis, Lath. Ind. e 
The Tellow-breafted Thruſh, Lath. 


I ſcarcely need add any thing to this deſcrip- 


tion. The rufous extends over the neck and 


breaſt ; the bill is cinereous black, and the legs 
greeniſn- yellow. It is nearly of the ſize of the 


Goldfinch; its total length is hardly five inches, 


the bill ſeven or eight lines, the legs eight or 


nine; and the wings reach beyond the mid- 
dle of the tail, which in all is only eighteen 


. 
The OLIVE BLACKBIRD of St, Domingo. 


Turdus Hiſpaniolenſis, Gmel. 
Merula Olivacea Dominicenſis, Briſſ. 
The Hiſpaniola Thruſh, Lath. 


The upper - part of its body is olive, and the 


under gray, mixed confuſedly with the ſame 
colour. The inner webs of the tail-quills, of 
thoſe of the wings, and of the great coverts of 


12 theſe, 
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cheſe, are brown, edged with white or whitiſh; 
the bill and legs are grayiſh- brown. 

This bird is ſcarcely larger than the Petty 
Chaps; its whole length is ſix inches, its alar 
extent eight and three-quarters, its tail two, its 
pill nine lines, its legs of the ſame length; its 
wings reach beyond the middle of its tail, which 
conſiſts of twelve equal quills. ONO 

We may conſider the Olive Blackbird of Cay- 
enne, Pl. Enl. No. 558, asa variety of this; the 
only difference is, that the upper-part of the 
body is of a browner green, and the under of a 
lighter gray ; the legs are alſo more blackiſh. 


WL 
The OLIVE BLACKBIRD of Barbary. 


Mr. Bruce ſaw, in Barbary, a Blackbird, which 
was larger than the Miſſel; all the upper-part 
of the body was an olive yellow, the ſmall co- 
verts of the wings the ſame colour, with a tinge 
of brown, the great coverts and the quills 
black, the quills of the tail blackiſh, tipt with 
yellow, and all of equal length; the under-part 
ot the body of a dirty white, the bill reddiſh 
brown, the legs ſhort and lead- coloured; the 
wings reached only to the middle of the tail. 
It reſembles much the Barbary Throſtle already | 


deſcribed, 
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deſcribed, but it has no ſpeckles on its breaſt; 
and beſides, there are other differences, which 


bits the foreſts, and lives on berries and fruits. 
nſtinct, or perhaps experience, teaches it to 


found after it has dropped. It is remarkable for 


are brown, edged with yellow; the quills of the 
wings different ſhades of black, and edged with 


ner SON and the bill reddiſh, 
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would lead us to refer them to two distinct 
ſpecies. | 


XIII. 
The MOLOXITA, or the NUN of Arth. 


Fuardus 7 Gmel. 
The Nun Thruſh, Lath. 


Not only is this bird of the ſame figure and | 
ſize with the Blackbirds, but like them it inha- 


lodge in trees near the brink of precipices: ſo WM 
that it is difficult to be ſhot, and ſtill more to be 


a great black cowl which covers the head and | 
throat, and deſcends over the breaſt like a pointed 
ſtomacher ; on this account it has been called the WM 
Nun. The whole of the upper-part of the body MW 
18 yellow, more or leſs inclined to brown; the 
coverts of the wings, and the quills of the tail, 


light-gray or white ; all the under-part of the | 
body, and the thighs, light-brown ; the wal cl= |} 
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XIII. 


The BLACK and WHITE BLACKBIRD 
of Abyſlinia. 
Turdus Ethiedieus, Gmel. 
De Ethiopian Thrufp, Lath. 
Black extends over all the upper-part, from 
the bill incluſively to the end of the tail, ex- 


cepting however the wings, on which we per- 
ceive a croſs bar of white, conſpicuous on the 
dark ground; white predominates in the under- 


part, and the legs are blackiſh. This bird is 
nearly of the ſize of the Red-Wing, but is 
rounder ſhaped; ; the tail is ſquare at the end, 
and the wings ſo ſhort, that they ſcarcely reach 
beyond its origin. It ſings nearly like the 


cuckoos, or rather the wooden clocks that imi- 
tate the cuckoos. 


It haunts the thickeſt woods, and would be 


difficult to be diſcovered, but for its ſong; which 
would ſeem to ſhew that it does not ſeek ſafety 
in concealment, ſince the ſame inſtinct would 
enjoin ſilence. | 

This bird feeds on fruits 5 berries, like the 
Blackbirds and Thruſhes. 
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XLIV. 
The BROWN BLACKBIRD of Abra 


Turdus 292 Micus, Gmtef. 
The Abyſſinian Thruſh, Lath. 


The ancients have ſpoken of an  Ethiop! plan 
olive-tree that bore no fruit : this bird * 
on the flower of that tree. If it were con- 


tented with that proviſion, few would have rea- 


ſon to complain. But it alſo eats grapes, and is 
very deſtructive in the ſeaſon. This Blackbird 


is nearly as large as a Red-Wing; all the upper- 


part of the head and of th body is brown; the 


coverts of the wings of the ſame colour; the 


quills of the wings and of the tail deep-brown, 
edged with a lighter brown ; the throat of a light 
brown; all the under-part of the body of a ful- 
vous yellow, : and the legs black ®. 


* Elegant drawings of the Fotr lat ſpecies were communicated 


by M. le Chevalier Bruce, (James Bruce, Eſq. of Kinnaitd,) of 


whom the author makes very honourable mention. 


The 


The GRISIN of Cayenne. 


Th top of the head 1s blackiſh, the throat 
1 black; and this black colour extends from 
the eyes as far as the lower-part of the breaſt : 
it has a ſort of white eye-brows, which appear 
diſtinct on the duſky ground, and connect the 
eyes by a white line, which borders the baſe of 
the upper mandible. All the upper-part of the 
body is cinereous gray ; the tail is deeper, and 
terminated with white; its lower coverts and 
the belly are alſo white ; the coverts of the 
wings are blackiſh, and their limits accurately 
defined by a white border. The quills of the 
wings are edged without with light gray, and 
tpt with white; the bill is black, and the 8 5 
cinereous. 
This bird is not larger than a © Pages its 
length is about four inches and a half, its bill 
leven lines, its legs the ſame, and its wings reach 
to the middle of its tail, which is rather tapered. 
In the female, the upper-part of the body is 
more cinereous than in the male; what is black 
in the latter is only blackiſh in the former, and 
for that reaſon the edge of the coverts of the 
wings is not ſo perceptible on the ground colour. 


2 I — 
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The VERDIN of Cochin China. 


Turdus Cochinchinenſis, Gmel, 
The 3 Thruſh, Lath, 


T. name of this bird ſufficiently marks its 


predominant colour. The green is ſhaded 


with a tinge of blue on the tail, on the outer 
edge of the great quills of the wings, and on the 


ſmall coverts near the back. The throat is velvet 


black, except the two ſmall blue ſpots which ap- 


pear on both fides of the lower mandible. This 
black extends behind the corners of the mouth, 

and riſes on the upper mandible, where it occu- 
pies the ſpace between its baſe and the eye, and 
below it is ſurrounded by a ſort of yellow high 

cape that falls on the breaſt ; the belly is green, 
the bill black, and the legs blackiſh. This bird 
is nearly of the ſize of the Goldfinch. I could 


not meaſure its length, becauſe the tail was not WM 


fully grown when the bird was killed. 
The bill is ten lines in length, and appears 


| ſhaped like that of the Blackbirds, its edges be- 


ing ſcalloped near the point. This little Black- 


bird is certainly a native of Cochin China, for it 
was found in the ſame box with the Muſk Ani- I 
mal, ſent directly from that country. 
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Tu bird is undoubtedly not a Blackbird, for 
it has neither the appearance nor the ſhape 


of one. However, there is ſome reſemblance 


in the form of the bill, the legs, &c. It has 


been called the Cuiana Blackbird, I wait till 
travellers, ardent in the purſuit of Natural Hiſ- 


tory, make us acquainted with its true name, 


and, above all, with its habits. To judge from 


the little that is known of it, that is, from its ex- 


ternal appearance, I ſhould range it between the 


ſays and the Blackbirds. 


Three broad bars of fine velvet black, parked | 


ly two bars of orange- yellow, cover entirely the 
upper-part and the ſides of the head and of the 
neck, The throat is pure yellow, the breaſt de- 
corated with a large blue plate; all the reſt of 
the lower- part of the body, including the infe- 


ror coverts of the tail, is radiated tranſverſely 


with theſe two laſt colours, and the blue appears 


alone on the quills of the tail, which are ta- 
pered. The upper-part of the body from the 


origin of the neck, and the neareſt coverts of 


the wings, are of a reddiſh brown; the moſt 
remote coverts are black, as are alſo the wing- 


| quills: but ſome of the firſt have beſides a white 
pot, whence riſes a ſtripe of the ſame colour, 
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deeply indented, and which runs almoſt parallel 
to the margin of the cloſed wing. The bill and 
legs are brown. 


This bird is rather larger than a Blackbird; 


its whole length is eight inches and a half, 10 


tail is two and a half, its bill twelve lines, and its 


legs eighteen. The wings, when cloſed, reach 
almoſt to the middle of the tail. 


E 


The SHORT TAIL. 


Les Breves, Buff. 


ATURE has eſtabliſhed important diſtine- 
tions between theſe birds and the Black- 
birds; and I therefore do not heſitate to range 
them ſeparately. The ſhortneſs of the tail, the 
thickneſs of the bill, and the length of the legs, 
are characteriſtic features; and theſe muſt in- 
volve other differences in their port, their habits, | 
and perhaps in their diſpoſitions. 

We are acquainted with only four birds of this 
ſpecies ; I ſay ſpecies, for the reſemblance in the 
plumage is ſo exact, that they muſt be regarded 
as varieties only of a common ſtem. In all of 
them the neck, the head, the tail, are black or 
partly black; the upper-part of the body is 
green of various intenſity ; the ſuperior coverts 
of the wings and tail are of a fine beryl colour, 
with a white or whitiſh ſpot on the great quills of 
the wing; laſtly, in all, except that of the Philip- 
pines, the lower part of the body is yellow. 


1. The SHORT-TAIL PHILIPPINE *. Its 
head and neck are covered with a ſort of cowl 
entirely black, the tail of the ſame colour ; the 
under-part of the body, including the coverts 
and the ſmall quills of the wings neareſt the 
back, of a deep green the breaſt and the top of 

Corvus Brachpurus, var. e | Merula Viridis han: 
Tilla Moluccenſis, 2, Briſſ. | 
2 the 


their extremity, and marked with a white ſpot 
between the two; the bill „ brown, and 


It is nearly as large as the common Blackbird; 
its wings are twelve inches acroſs, and reach be- 


the legs are eighteen. 


figured, Pl. 324, by the name of Short-tailed 


from the baſe of the bill, the one ſtretching over 
each of the others paſſing under the eye, and 
laſt bars are parted from the middle one by an- 


black lateral bar. Alſo, the under-part of its 


of the body is yellow, the throat white, and the 
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the belly of a lighter green; the lower belly and 
the coverts of the tail of a roſe colour; the great 
quills of the wings black at their origin and at 


the legs orange. 

The whole wok of the bird is only fix 
inches and a quarter, becauſe of its ſhort tail ; 
but it is more than eight inches, when meaſured 
from the point of its bill to the end of its feet, 


yond the tail, which is only twelve lines long ; 


N. The SHORT TAIL which Edwards has 


Pie of the Eafl-Indies x. Its head is not entirely | 
black ; it has only ws bars of that colour riſing 


the top of the head and behind the neck, and 
deſcending on the ſides of the neck. The two 


other bar, which is divided lengthwiſe by yellow 1 
and white; the yellow being contiguous to this 
middle bar, and the white contiguous to the 


tail and the lower belly are roſe- coloured, like 
the preceding; but all the reſt of the under- part 


* Corvus Brachyurus, var. 2. Gmel. Coturnix Capenſis, Klein. 
The Madras Jay, Ray. The Bengal Qugil, Albin. mr 
: * 9 


THE SHORT TALL 375 


tail edged with green at the end. It was brought 
from the iſland of Ceylon, 


III. The SHORT TAIL of Bengal *. Like 
the firſt it has the head and neck covered with a 
black cowl, but on this two large orange-co- 
loured eye-brows are diſtinctly defined: all the 
under-part of the body 1s yellow, and what was 
black in the great quills of the wing in the two. 
preceding birds, 1s in this of a deep green, like 
the back. This bird is ſomewhat larger than 
the firſt, and of the _ of an nd. Black- 
bird. 


IV. The SHORT TAIL of Madagaſcar . 
The plumage of its head is alſo different from 
what we have juſt ſeen; the crown is of a 
blackiſh brown, which aſſumes a little yellow 
behind and on the ſides; the reſt is bounded by 
a half collar, which is black, and encircles the 
neck behind at its origin ; and by two bars of 
the ſame colour, which riſing from the extre- 
mity of this half collar, paſs under the eyes, 
and terminate at the baſe of both mandibles; 
the tail is bordered at the end with a beryl co- 
lour; the wings are like thoſe of the firſt; the 
throat is mottled with white and yellow, and the 
under-part of the body is of a colour between 
jellow and brown. 


Corus 13 Gmel. Merula Firidis Moluccanſis, Briſſ. 
The Short-tailed Crow, Lath. | 9 
| + Corvus Brac chyurus, var. 3. Gmel, 
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The MAINATE of the Eaſt Indies * 


Grace Religioſa, Linn. and Gmel. 
Mainatus, Brill. 
Minor Grakle, Lath. 


"Fo ſlighteſt compariſon will convince us, 
that this bird ought to be removed from 
the Blackbirds, Thruſhes, Stares, and Jackdaws, 
- with which it has been haſtily ranged, and 
claſſed with the Goulin Þ of the Philippines, and 
8 with the Martin T, which belong to 
the ſame country, and have likewiſe naked ſpots 
on the head. This bird is ſcarcely larger than 
a common Blackbird; its plumage is entirely 
black, but more gloſly on the upper-part of the 
body, the throat, the wings, and the tail, and 
has green and violet reflexions. What is molt 
remarkable in the bird, is a double yellow comb, 
irregularly jagged, which riſes on each fide of 
the head, behind the eye; the two parts recline 
and approach each other, and on the back of the 
. hel ea are N wy by a bar of long nar- 


It is he Indian 8 af Be a the — Javanenſis of 
"MY Oſbeck, and ſeems to be the Merula Perfi ca of Camel, (Philo. 
Tranſact. No. 285.) This laſt author ſays, chat * it is a ſono- 

« rous and chattering bird, black, but naked about the eyes like 

ce the Illing, but leſs ſo.” A few lines below this, Illing is writ- 
ten Iting, which is our Goulin, 

I Bald Grakle, Lath. 2 Paradiſe Grakle, Lath. 
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row feathers, which begins at the baſe of the 
bill; the other feathers on the crown of the 
head form a ſort of black velvet. The tail, which 
is eighteen lines long, is yellow, but receives a 
reddiſh tinge near the tail; laſtly, the legs are 
ol an orange yellow. The tail of this bird is 
ſhorter, and the wings longer, than in the com- 
mon Blackbird; theſe extend within half an 
inch of the end of the tail, and meaſure eighteen 
or twenty inches acroſs. The tail conſiſts of 
twelve quills, and of thoſe of the wing, the firſt 
is the ſhorteſt, and the third the longeſt. 
Such is the Mainate, No. 268, Pl. Enl.— 
But we muſt own that this ſpecies is ſubject to 
great variety, both in its plumage, in its ſize, 
and in the double comb which characterizes it. 
Before entering into detail, I ſhall mention that 
the Mainate has great talents for whiſtling, chant- 
ing, and even ſpeaking; that its pronunciation 
is more free than that of the Parrot; that it has 
been called by diſtinction the Speaking Bird, and 
that its garrulity becomes troubleſome *. 


* Specific character of the Gracula Religio/a :“ It is violet 
black, with a white ſpot on the wings, and a naked yellow ſtripe 
e on the back of the head.“ It is ten inches and a half long; 
lives upon fruits, cherries, grapes, &c. | 


M 


VARIT- 


5 i 


VARIETIES of the MAINATE. 


I. The MAINATE of Briſſon. It differs 
from ours, becauſe it has on the middle of the 
 firft quills of the wing a white ſpot which does 
not appear in the coloured figure ; whether that 

it did not exiſt in the ſubject, or eſcaped the de- 
 Higner: we may obferve that the edge of the 
firſt quills is black, even. where the white ſpot 
croſſes them. 


II. The MAIN ATE of Bontius. Its plum- 
gage is blue of many tints, and conſequently 
ſomewhat different from that of ours, which is 
black, with reflexions of blue, green, violet, &c. 
Another remarkable difference 1s, that this blue 
ground was ſtrewed with ſpecks, like thoſe of 
the Stare, in point of ſhape and arrangement, 
but different with regard to colour ; for Bontius 
ſubjoins that they are cinereous- gray. 


III. The LITTLE MAINATE of Edwards. 
hi It has the white ſpot of Briſſon's on its wings; 
= but what diſtinguiſhes it ſufficiently is, that the 
© two creſts uniting behind the occiput, form a half 
| crown, which ſtretches from one eye to the 
| other. Edwards diſſected one, which was a fe- 
male; and notwithſtanding the diſproportion in 


— 
. ˙ en HI <, 


15 
I ——— —— — — ——————ç—ç— 
4 7 


2 


SFS 


1 point of ſize, he leaves it to be decided, whe- 
| ther it was not a female of the following : 
| IV. The 
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Its creſt is'the ſame as in the preceding, and it 
differs from that only in ſize, and in flight va- 
riations of colour. It is nearly the bulk of the 
Jay, and conſequently double the preceding, and 
the yellow of the bill and legs has no reddiſh 
tinge. We are not informed whether the creſt 
of all theſe Mainates is ſubject to change of co- 
lour, according to the different ſeaſons of the 


aQuated. 


* ba Religioſa, var. Linn, and Gmel. The Greater Mi- 
nor, Edw. and Lath. 


IV. The GREAT MAINATE of Edwards *. 


year, and the various pathons by which they are 
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The G OU LIN 


Gracula Calva, Linn. and Gmel. 
Merula Calva Philippenſis, Brill. 
The Bald Grakle, Lath. 


ER are two ſpecimens of this ſpecies in 
= the Royal Cabinet. In both, the upper- 
part of the body is of a light filver-gray, the tail 


and wings darker, each eye encircled by a bit 


of {kin entirely bare, and forming an irregular 


ellipſe, inclined on its fide, the eye being the 


inner focus: laſtly, on the crown of the head 
35 a line of blackiſh feathers, which runs between 
theſe two ſkins ; but one of theſe birds is much 
larger than the other. The largeſt is nearly of 


the bulk of the common Blackbird; the under- 
part of its body is brown, 9 5 with ſome 


white ſpots, the naked {kin which ſurrounds the 


eyes fleſh-coloured, the bill, the legs, and the 


nails, black. In the ſmaller, the under-part of 


* Camel, in the Philoſophical Tranſactions for 1703, ſays, that 
the Goulin is known in the Philippine iſlands by the names of Ilias, 


Illing, and Tabadura. He adds, that it is a ſpecies of Palalaca, 
which is a Great Woodpecker. In this laſt aſſertion he is perhaps 
miſtaken; but there is little doubt that his Gulin or Goulin is the 
bird now under conſideration, His deſcription is as follows ;— 


« It is of the bulk of the Stare; its bill, its wings, its tail, and 
« its legs, are black, the reſt filvery ; the head is naked, except 


« a line of black feathers that runs on the crown, It ſings and 
« chatters much.“ 


the 


THE GOULIN. 1 


the body is of a yellowiſh brown; the bald parts 
of the head yellow, and alſo the legs, the nails, 
and the anterior part of the bill. Poivre informs 
us, that this naked ſkin, ſometimes yellow, ſome- 
times fleſh- coloured, which ſurrounds the eyes, 
is painted with a bright orange when the bird is 
angry; and this muſt probably happen likewiſe 
in the ſpring, when the bird burns with a paſ- 
{ton as impetuous but more gentle. I retain the 
name of Goulin, which it receives in the Philip- 
pines, becauſe it is diſtinguiſhed from the Black- 
bird not only by the bald part on its head, but 
by the ſhape and thickneſs of its bill. | 
Sonnerat has brought from the Philippines a 
bald bird, which reſembles much the one figured 
No. 200, Pl. Enl. but differs in the ſize and 
plumage. It is near a foot in length; the two 
bits of naked ſkin which ehclrele* the eyes are 
feſh-coloured, and parted from the crown of 
the head by a line of black feathers, which runs 
between them. All the other feathers which 
ſurround this naked ſkin are alſo of fine black; 
and ſo is the under-part of the body, the wings, 
and the tail: the upper-part of the body is 
gray, but this colour is lighter on the rump and 
neck, deeper on the back and the loins. The 
bill is blackiſh; the wings very ſhort, and ſcarcely 
extend beyond the origin of the tail. If the two 
bald Blackbirds in the Royal Cabinet belong to 
the ſame ſpecies, we muſt regard the larger as a 


young ſubject, which had not attained its full 
growth, 
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given riſe to the vulgar notion, that they have 
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* 


growth, or received its true colours, and the 


Theſe birds commonly neſtle in the holes of 
trees, eſpecially on the cocoa- nut tree; they live 
on fruits, and are very voracious, which has 


only one inteſtine, which extends ſtraight from 
the orifice of the ſtomach to the anus .. 


® Specific character of the Gracula Calva :“ It is ſomewhat 
« aſh-coloured ; its head — on both ſides.“ 


*¹ 
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The PARADISE GRAK LE. 


Le Martin, Buff. 

Paradiſea Triſtis, Linn. and Gmel. 
Gracula Triſtis, Lath. Ind. 
Merula Philippenfis, Brill. 


which it makes is the more conſiderable, as 
it has a gluttonous appetite: the various ſorts 


of flies and caterpillars are its prey. Like the 
Carrion Crows and Magpies, it hovers about the 


borſes, the oxen, and the hogs, 1n ſearch of the 


buch a degree as to exhauſt them, and even oc- 
caſion death. The patient Quadrupedes are 

glad to get rid of theſe, and ſuffer, without mo- 
W |c{tation, often ten or twelve Paradiſe Grakles to 
perch on their back at once: but the intruders 
ne not content with this indulgence ; the ſkin 


will peck with their bill into the raw fleſh, and 
do more injury than the vermin which they ex- 
| tract, They may indeed be conſidered as car- 
nivorous birds, whoſe prudence directs them to 
attack openly none but the weak and the feeble. 
A young one was known to ſeize a rat two 


q peatedly againſt the board of its cage, break the 


5 bones 
| Ore. 
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us bird feeds upon inſects, and the havoc. 


eermin which often torment theſe animals to 


need not be laid bare by ſome wound; the birds 


inches long, excluſive of the tail, daſh it re- 
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bones, and reduce every limb to a pliancy ſuited 
to its views; and then lay hold of it by the 


head, and almoſt in an inſtant ſwallow it entire. 


It reſted about a quarter of an hour to digeſt | i, 
its wings drooping, and its air languid; but alter 
that interval, it ran with its uſual cheerfulneſ, 
and about an hour afterwards, having found an- 
other rat, it ſwallowed that as it did the firſt, and 
with as little inconvenience. 

This bird is alſo very fond of graſshoppers; 
and as it deſtroys immenſe quantities, it is a va- 
luable gueſt in countries curſed with theſe in- 
ſects, and it merits to have its hiſtory interwoven 
with that of man. It is found in India and the 
Philippines, and probably in the intermediate 
iſlands ; but it has long been unknown in that 
of Bourbon. Not above twenty years ago, Del- 
forges-Boucher, Governor-general, and Poivre, 


the Intendant, perceiving this 1 55 deſolated 


by graſshoppers , , deliberated ſeriouſſy about the 
means of extirpating theſe inſects; and for that 


purpoſe brought ſeveral pairs of Paradiſe Gra- 


kles from India, with the view to multiply them, 
and oppoſe them as auxiliaries to their formi- 
dable enemies. This plan promiſed to ſucceed; 
when unfortunately ſome of the coloniſts, no- 


ticing theſe birds eagerly boring in the new-ſown 


fields, fancied that they were ſearching for grain, 


| # Theſe graſshoppers had been introduced from Madagaſcar, 


their eggs being conveyed in the ſoil with ſome plants, 


br were 
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were inſtantly alarmed, and reported through 
the whole iſland that the Paradiſe Grakle wag 
pernicious. The cauſe was conſidered in form: 
in defence of the birds it was urged, that they 
raked in new-ploughed grounds, not for the 
grain, but on account of the inſects, and were 
ſo far beneficial. However, they were proſcribed 
by the council, and two hours after the ſentence 
was paſſed, not one was to be found in the 
land. This prompt execution was followed by a 
ſpeedy repentance. The graſshoppers gained an 


aſcendency, and the people, who only view the 


preſent, regretted the loſs of the Paradiſe Gra- 
kles. De Morave, conſulting the inclinations 
of the ſettlers, procured four of theſe birds eight 
years after their proſcription. They were re- 
ceived with tranſports of joy. Their preſerva- 
| tion. and breeding were made a ſtate affair; the 
laws held out to them proteCtion, and the phy- 
ficians on their part declared that their fleſh was 
unwholeſome. After ſo many and ſo powerful 
expedients, the deſired effect was produced; the 

| Paradiſe Grakles multiplied, and the graſshop- 

pers were entirely extirpated. But an oppoſite 
inconvenience has ariſen ; the birds, ſupported 
no longer by inſects, have had recourſe to fruits, 
and have fed on the mulberries, grapes, and 
dates. They have even ſeraped up the grains of 
wheat, rice, maize, and beans; they have rifled 
| the pigeon-houſes, and preyed on the young; 
and thus, after freeing the ſettlers from the 

VOL, II, cc | graſs- 
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graſshoppers, they have themſelves become 2 
more dreadful ſcourge *. Their rapid multi. 


plication renders it difficult to ſtop their pro- 


greſs ; unleſs perhaps a body of more powerful 
rapacious birds were employed againft them; x 
plan which would ſoon be attended with other 
difficulties. The great ſecret would be to main. 
tain a certain number of Paradiſe Grakles, and, 
at the ſame time, to contrive to reſtrain their 
farther multiplication. Perhaps an attentive ob. 


ſervation of the nature and inſtincts of grak- 


hoppers, would ſuggeſt a method of getting rid 
of them, without having recourſe to ſuch ex- 


penſive auxiliaries. 


Theſe birds are not timorous, and are little 


diſturbed by the report of a muſket. They 
commonly take poſſeſſion of certain trees, o i 
even certain rows of trees, often very near ham- 


lets, to paſs the night. They alight in an even- 
ing in fuch immenſe bodies, that the branches 
are entirely covered with them, and the leaves 


concealed. When thus aſſembled, they all be- 


gin to chatter together, and their noiſy ſociety 
is exceedingly troubleſome to their neighbours 
Yet their natural ſong is pleaſant, varied, and ex- 
tenſive. In the morning they diſperſe into the 
fields, either in ſmall flocks, or in 1 pairs, accord- 


ing to the ſeaſon. 


* They are in more pernicious, as they devour the-uſeful w 
ſecs, particularly that called the Little Lion, which preys upon the 


_ woolly lice that ſo much injure the coffee-thrubs, 


8 8 The 
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They have two hatches in ſucceſſion every 
year, the firſt being in the middle of ſpring. 
Theſe turn out well, unleſs the ſeaſon be rainy. 
Their neſts are very rude, and they take no pre- 
caution to prevent the wet from penetrating. 
S They faſten them in the leaves of the palm or 
other trees, and whenever an opportunity pre- 
ſents, they prefer a hay-loft. Theſe birds are 
warmly attached to their young. When their 
neſts are about to be robbed, they flutter round, 
and utter a ſort of croaking, which indicates 
their rage, and dart upon the plunderer. Nor 
do their fruitleſs exertions extinguiſh their af- 
fection; they follow their brood, which, if ſet 
in a window or open place, the parents will care- 
fully ſupply with food ; nor will they in the 
leaſt be deterred by anxiety for their own 
ſafety. 5 
The young Paradiſe Grakles are quickly train- 
W cd, and eaſily learn to prattle. If kept in the 
| poultry-yard, they ſpontaneouſly mimic the cries 
of all the domeſtic animals, hens, cocks, geeſe, 
| dogs, ſheep, &c. and their chattering is accom- 
panied with certain accents and geſtures, which 
are full of prettineſſes. „ 
̃beſe birds are rather larger than the Black- 
birds; their bill and legs are yellow as in theſe, 
but longer, and the tail ſhorter. The head and 
neck are blackiſh; behind the eye is a naked 
reddiſh ſkin, of a triangular ſhape, the lower- 
part of the breaſt, and all the upper- part of the 
3 CCA : body, 
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body, including the coverts of the wings and of 
the tail, of a cheſnut brown ; the belly white, 
the twelve quills of the tail, and the middle 


quills of the wings brown; the large ones 


blackiſh, from the tip to the middle, and thence 
to their origin white; which produces an ob- 
long ſpot of that colour near the edge of each 
wing when it is cloſed ; and in this ſituation the 
wings extend to two-thirds of the tail. 

It is ſcarcely poſſible to diſtinguiſh the female 


from the male, by the external appearance. 


*The principal facts in the hiſtory of this bird were commu- 
nicated by M. M. Sonnerat and De la Nux, W pad of the 


Cabinet of Natural Hiſtory, 
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The CHAT TE RE R. 


Le Taſer; Buff. 

Anpelis Garrulus, Linn, and Gmel. 
Garrulus Bohemicus, Ray, Will. and Klein. 
Bombycilla Bobemica, Brill. 

Turdus Criſtatus, Friſch. 
The Silk Tail, Ray. 
7 be Bohemian Chatterer, Penn. and Lath. 


JPY bird is diſtinguiſhed from all others by 
1 the ſmall red appendices which terminate 
moſt of the middle quills of the wings; theſe 
appendices are nothing but the projection of 


In Ariſtotle, (lib. ix. 16.) T»wa0an9x, which ſignifies a ſort 
ol matraſs or pillow, alluding to the ſilky feathers of the Chat- 
terer. Aldrovandus gives it the name Ampelis, from not the beſt 

authority, that of the poet Callimachus. This word, Ampelis, 
was befides applied to other ſmall birds, ſuch as the Beccafico, 
which, like the Chatterer, feeds upon grapes (Aur; denotes 
a vine), Some have reckoned it improperly the Merops of Ari- 
ſtotle, which is the Bee-eater 2 others have taken it for the Avis 
Incendiaria of the ancients, or the bird of the Hercynian foreſt, 
mentioned by Pliny; though its feathers. do not caſt fire at night, 
as alleged of that bird, unleſs this was a metaphorical alluſion to 
the colour of the Chatterer's eyes, and the tears on its wings. | 
This bird has alſo been called Avis Bobemica, Adepellus, Pteroclia, 
Full, Gallulus-Sylveftris, Zinzirella, which laſt is formed from its 
cry zi, xi, ri; and the German name Zinxerelle has the ſame de- 
rivation. In that language it is alſo termed Boehmer, Boeheimle, 
Brebmiſche-Droftel, Hauben-Droſtel (hood thruſh) , Pit-Yogel (noxi- 
os bird), Krieg-Vogel (war-bird),  Wipftertz, Seide-Schwantz 
(ſilk-tail), Schnee-Leſche (ſnow quencher), Schnee-Vogel : in Swed- 
uh, Siden- SavantY . in Italian, Beccofriſone, Galletio del Boſco 2 


in Pohemian, Briofta : in Poliſh, Jedwabnicſka, Jemiolucha. 
CC 3 the 


200 T HE CHATTE RE R. 
the ſhafts beyond the webs, which as they 
ſpread extend into the ſhape of a pallet, and aſ- 
ſume a red colour. Sometimes as many have 
been reckoned as eight appendices on each ſide; 
ſome aſſert that the males have ſeven, and the 
females five; others that the females have none 
at all“. For my own part, I have ſeen ſpeci- 
mens which had ſeven 1n the one wing and hive 
in the other; others which had only three; and 
others which had none; and at the ſame time 
_ exhibited other differences in the plumage, 
Laſtly, I have obſerved theſe appendices ſome- 
times parted longitudinally into two branches 
nearly equal, 2 8 275 of forming as uſual the 
little pallets of a ſingle piece. | 
 Linnzus has, with great propriety, ſeparated I 
this bird from the Thruſhes and Blackbirds; | 
obſerving, beſides the ſmall red appendices which 
diſtinguiſh it, that its proportions are different, 
its bill ſhorter, more hooked, and armed with a 
double tooth or ſcallop, which appears near the 
ends of both mandibles f. But it is not eaſy 
to conceive why he ſhould range it with the 
 Shrikes, while he admuts t that it feeds on berries, 


* Edwards. 


+ Dr. Liſter aſſerts. that he obſerved, in one of theſe birds, 
that the edges of the upper mandible were not notcked near the 
tip; this may be regarded as an individual variety: but the fe- 
mark corrected a miſtake of the Doctor's, who had, like Lin- 
næus * claſſed the Chatterer with the Shrikes. | 


1 In the Fauna Suecica, the Chatterer is termed Lanius Carrulus. T. 


an 
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oe 
and is by no means carnivorous: There is in- 
deed a conſiderable reſemblance between theſe 
and the Shrikes and Red-Backs, in the diſpo- 
fition of the colours, particularly on the head, 
in the ſhape of the bill, &c.; but the difference 
of inſtinct is more important, and ought to pre- 
clude their aſſociation, 

It is not ealy to determine the native climate 
of this bird. We ſhould be much deceived, if 
from the names of Bohemian Jay, Bohemian 
Chatterer, &c. we inferred with Geſner, Briſ- 
fon, and others, that Bohemia is its principal 
abode, It only migrates thither, as into many 
other countries . In Auſtria, it is conceived 
to be a native of Bohemia and of Stiria, becauſe 
it enters by the frontiers of theſe regions; but 
in Bohemia it might be called the bird of Sax- 
ony, and in Saxony the bird of Denmark, or of 
other countries on the ſhores of the Baltic. The 
Engliſh traders aſſured Dr. Liſter, that for near 
a century paſt the Chatterers were very common 
in Pruſſia. Rzaczynſki tells us, that they viſit 
Great and Little Poland and Lithuania. Reau- 
mur was informed from Dreſden, that they breed 
in the neighbourhood of Peterſburg. Linnæus 
mentions, ſeemingly on good authority, that 
they ſpend the ſummer, and conſequently breed, 
1n the countries beyond Sweden ; but his cor- 
reſpondents did not communicate the detail of 


* Friſch. 


60 4 circum- 


TUE Sir 


circumſtances. Laſtly, Strahlemberg told Friſch 
that they are found in Tartary in the holes of the 
rocks, and no doubt they muſt build their neſts 
in theſe. But whatever be the country which 
the Chatterers chooſe for their reſidence, where 
they enjoy the ſweets of exiſtence, and tranſmit 
them to new generations, it is certain that they 
are not ſedentary, but make their excurſions 
over all Europe. They ſometimes appear in the 
North of England *, in France r, Italy I, and 
no doubt in Spain; but this laſt is conjectural, 
for we muſt own that the natural hiſtory of this 
charming country, ſo rich and ſo contiguous, 
inhabited by a people ſo renowned, is not better 
known to us than that of California, or of Ja- 
pan 9. 
e migrations of the Chatterers are in every 
country pretty regular with regard to the ſea- 
ſon; but if theſe be annual, as Aldrovandus 
was told, the birds by no means purſue con- 


5M The ſubje& figured and derbe in the Britiſh Zoology was 
killed on Flamborough- Moor, Yorkſhire. The two which Dr. 
Liſter ſaw were killed near the city of York. See Philoſophical Wl 
Tranſactions, No. 173, Art. 3. 4 
I A few years ſince a Chatierer was killed at Marcilly near the 
Ferte-Lowendhal ; and lately four were taken at Beauce in the 


heart of winter, which had taken thelter 1 in a pigeon-houſe. Sa- 
LERN E. | 


1 Aldrovandus. 


"$ Bowles' Natural Hittory of i has been "EM _ 
ol T. on 


Geſner ow, that he never ſaw the Chatterer, aud that it i 
almoſt every where "er rare, We may at leaſt conclude that it 
15 rare in Switzerland, 


ſtantly 
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ſtantly the fame route. The young Prince 
Adam d'Averſperg, Chamberlain of their Im- 
perial Majeſties, and one of the Lords of Bo- 
hemia, who poſſeſſes the moſt extenſive chaſe- 
grounds, and makes the nobleſt uſe of them, 
ſince he aims at the progreſs of Natural Hiſtory, 
informs us, in a Memoir addreſſed to the Count 
de Buffon , that this bird flits every three or 
four years r from the mountains of Bohemia 
and Stiria, into Auſtria, in the beginning of the 
autumn; that it returns about the end of that 
ſeaſon ; and that, even in Bohemia, not one is 
| ſeen during the winter. However, it is ſaid, in 
Sileſia, the winter is the time when theſe birds 
are found on mountains. Thoſe which have 
ſtrayed into France and England appeared in the 
depth of the winter, but always in ſmall num 
bers : a circumſtance which would ſhew that 
they were parted from the great body by ſome 
accident, and too much fatigued, or too young 
to recover their route. We might alſo infer, 
that France, England, and even Sweden, are 
not ſituated in the courſe of the principal mi- 
gration; but we cannot draw the ſame con- 
cluſion with regard to Italy, for immenſe num- 
bers of theſe birds have there been ſeveral times 
obſerved to arrive. This was particularly the 


This Friday ſent with his Memoir a ſtuffed Chatterer Gow 
his collection, and preſented it to the Royal Cabinet. 

+ Others ſay every five years; and Days every ſeven years. 
Gzsx ER, 
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that time it was not uncommon to ſee flocks 
of an hundred or more, and forty were often 


caught at once. The ſame event took place in 


February 1530 *, when Charles V. cauſed him- 


ſelf to be crowned at Bologna; for in countries 
Where theſe birds appear at diſtant intervals, 
their viſits form an epoch in political hiſtory, 


eſpecially fince when they are very numerous, 


they announce to the frightened imaginations of 
the people war and peſtilence. From theſe ca- 
lamities we muſt, however, except that of earth- 
quakes; for in 1551, when the Chatterers again 


appeared, it was obſerved .that they ſpread 


through Modena, Placentia, and almoſt all 


parts of Italy r, but conſtantly avoided Ferrara, 
as if they had a Pręſentiment of the earthquake 
which happened ſoon after, and Giiperled even 
the birds of that country. 

We cannot well aflign the cauſe that deter- 
mines theſe birds to leave their ordinary reſi- 
dence, and to roam into diſtant climes. It is 
not exceſſive cold ; for they are embodied for 


their expedition as early as the beginning of au- 


tumn; and belides, their migration is ouly oc- 
caſional, happening once in three or four years 
or only after ſix or leven years, and their nume. 


* As Italy i is warmer than Germany, Do might appear there 


later, and I doubt not but in more northern countries they remall 


a great part of the winter in years when it is not rigorous. 
+ Aldrovandus. 


rouw 
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rous hoſt often darkens the heavens l. Are we 
to aſcribe theſe migrations to their prodigious 
multiplication ; like the locuſts, and thoſe rats 
of the north called /emmgs; and, as has hap- 
pened to the human ſpecies, when they were 


| leſs civilized, and conſequently ſtronger, and 
more independent of the equilibrium which at 


length eſtabliſhes itſelf between all the powers 
of nature? Or are the Chatterers compel- 


i led repeatedly by local ſcarcity to quit their 


abodes, and ſeek ſubſiſtence in other climates ? 


It is ſaid that they penetrate far into the arctic 


regions ; and this is confirmed by Count Strah- 
| lenberg, who, as we have already noticed, ſaw 
| them in Tartary. EY 

When the Chatterer reſides in wine countries, 
it ſeems fondeſt of grapes; whence Aldrovan- 
dus calls it Ampelis, or Vine Bird. Next to theſe, 
tit feeds upon the berries of privet, of bramble, 
of juniper, of laurel; upon almonds, apples, 
ſorbs, wild gooſeberries, figs, and, in general, 
upon melting juicy fruits. The one which Al- 


= drovandus kept near three months, would not eat 


1vy-berries or raw fleſh till driven to extremity, 
and never touched grain. That which they 
tried to breed in the menagerie at Vienna was 


ted upon crumbs of white bread, maſhed car- 


W :ots, bruiſed hemp-ſeed, and juniper berries, 


* Geſner. 
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which it preferred * ; but in ſpite of all the care 


which was taken, it lived only five or fix days, 
Not that the Chatterer is difficult. to tame, but 


that a bird, which has roamed at will, and been 


accuſtomed to provide its own ſubſiſtence, thrives 
always belt in the ſtate of liberty. Reaumur 
remarks, that the Chatterers love cleanlineſs, and 
when confined they conſtantly void their excre- 
ments in the ſame ſpot Tf. | 
Theſe birds are entirely of a ſocial diſpoſition; 


| they commonly fiy in flocks, and ſometimes 
form immenſe bodies. Beſide this general ami- 


cable turn, and independent of their attachment 


to the females, they are ſuſceptible of particular 


friendſhips to individuals of the ſame ſex. But 


their affectionate temper, which implies more 


gentleneſs than activity, more ſecurity than dif- 
cernment, more ſimplicity than prudence, more 
ſenſibility than vigour, precipitates them oftener 
into danger than ſuch as are more ſelfiſh, Ac- 
cordingly, theſe birds are reckoned the mol 
ſtupid, and they are caught in the greateſt num- 


bers. They are generally taken with the Thruſh, 


which migrates about the ſame time, and their 


fleſh has nearly the fame taſte ; which is na- 
_ tural to ſuppoſe, ſince they live upon the ſame 


121 food. 
Memoire of the Prince d'Averſperg. 

+ See Salerne, p. 253, 

t Geſner tells us that their fleſh is very delicate, ſerved up at 
the beſt tables, and the liver eſpecially highly valued. The Prince 
d' Averſperg aſſures us, that it is better taſted than that of the Tu 

| al 
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food. I mal add, that many of them are Sg 
at once, for they fit cloſe together “. 


They utter their cry as they riſe from the 


ground; this is 27, zi, 77, according to Friſch, 
and all thoſe who have ſeen them alive; it is 
rather a chirrup than a ſong, and hence their 
name of Chatterer. Reaumur will not even 
admit that they can chant ; but Prince d'Averſ- 
perg ſays that their notes are very pleaſant. 
Perhaps, in countries where they breed, they 
may warble in the ſeaſon of love, while they 
only chirp or chatter in other places; and when 
confined in cages they may be totally filent. 
| The plumage is agreeable when the bird is 
ſtill; but when it diſplays i its wings, expands its 
tail, and erects its creſt, in the act of flying, its 


| appearance is charming. Its eyes, which are of 


| beautiful red, ſhine with uncommon luſtre in 


the middle of the black band, in- which they are 
placed. This black extends under the throat, 


and quite round the bill ; the different ſhades of 
vine colour on its head, back, and breaſt, and 
the aſh colour of the rump, are ſurrounded with 
a frame enamelled with white, with yellow, and 
with red, formed by the different ſpots of the 
| wings and tail: the latter is cinereous at its ori- 


Lin, blackiſh in its middle, and yellow at its 


and Blackbird. On the other hand, Schwenckfeld ſays that it is 
very indifferent eating, and unwholeſome. This muſt depend 


much on the quality of the ſubſtances on which the bird. feeds. 
* Friſch. 
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third and fourth are marked with white near the 


ginning of this article. The bill and legs are 
black, and ſhorter in proportion than in the 


ters, its tail two and a quarter, its bill nine lines, 
its legs the ſame, and its alar extent thirteen 


young Chatterers, but Aldrovandus tells us that 


the females, and that the middle quills have 


« and coloured at the tip.“ 


end: the quills of the wings are blackiſh, the 


tip, the ſive following marked with yellow, and 
moſt of theſe terminated with broad tears of x 
red colour, of which I have ſpoken in the be- 


Blackbird. The total length of the bird is, ac- 
cording to Briſſon, ſeven inches and three-quar- 


inches. For my part, I have obſerved that the 
dimenſions were all greater than here ſtated; 
owing, perhaps, to difference of age or ſex, or 
even between the individuals. 

I am not acquainted with the plumage of the 


the margin of the tail is of a duller yellow in 


whitiſh marks, and not yellow, as in the males, 
He adds a circumſtance which is hard to believe, 
though he afferts it from his own obſervation, 
that in the females the tail conſiſts of twelve 
quills, but in the males of ten only. It is much 
more credible that the male ſpecimens examined 
by Aldrovandus had loſt two of their quills“. 


* Specific character of the Ampelis Garrulus :.“ The back of 
« its head is creſted, the ſecondary wing-quills are membruncl 
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We may obſerve that the Chatterer is pro- 
portionably much broader acroſs the wings than 
the Blackbird or Thruſhes. Aldrovandus has 


alſo remarked, that the Reernum \ is of a ſhape bet- 


ter adapted for cutting the air, and accelerating 
its courſe. We need not then be ſurpriſed that 
it performs ſuch diſtant journies in Europe; and 
ſince it ſpends the ſummer in the countries of the 
north, we ſhould naturally expect to diſcover it 
in America. And this is actually the caſe. 


Reaumur received ſeveral from Canada, where 


they were called Recollet *, on account of the 
reſemblance perceived between the creſt and a 


monk's frock. From Canada they could eaſily 


ſpread into the ſouthern colonies. Catefby de- 
ſcribes them among the birds of Carolina: Fer- 


nandez ſaw them in Mexico near Tezcuco f: I 


have examined ſome which were ſent from Cay- 


enne, This bird is not above an ounce in 


W weight, according to Cateſby; its creſt, when 
erected, is pyramidal, its bill is black, with a 
large opening, its eyes placed on a bar of the 


fame colour, ſeparated from the ground by two 
the extremity of the tail edged 


white Aireaks, 


* It is the C aquantetot] of Fernandez. 


+ He ſays that it delights to dwell in the mountains, that it lives 


Y 2 ſmall ſeeds, that its ng 18 ordinary, that its fleſh 1s indifferent 
== 7ood, 
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with a ſhining white, the upper- part of the 


head, the throat, and the back, hazel, with à 


wine-tinge ; the coverts and quills of the wings, 


the lower-part of the back, the rump, and a 


great part of the tail, of different ſhades of ci. 


nereous; the breaſt, and the inferior coverts of 


the tail, whitiſh ; the belly and flanks of a pale 
yellow. It appears from this deſcription, and 
from the meaſures which have been taken, that 
the American Chatterer is rather ſmaller than the 
European ſort ; that its wings have leſs of the 
enamel, and are rather of a duſkier hue; and 
that the wings do not extend ſo far in Propor- 
tion as the tail. But it 1s undoubtedly the ſame 
ſpecies ; for ſeven or eight middle quills of its 


wing are terminated by the little red appendices, 
Brooke, ſurgeon in Maryland, told Edwards, that 
the fe nales wanted theſe appendices, and that the 


colours of their plumage were not ſo bright as 


| thoſe of the males. The Cayenne Chatterers 


which I examined had really not theſe appen- 


dices, and the ſhades of the plumage were in 


general fainter, as it commonly happens in the 
females. 3 
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The 'G ROS BN AK: 


2 Gian. Bie, Buff. 

Loxia-Coccothrauſtes, Linn. Ny Gmel. 
Coccot hrauſtes, Geſner, Aldrov. Briſſ e. 
IP Groſbeak, or Hawfinch, Will. Ed. &c. 


for a ſhort time in the ſevereſt winters T. 


generally inhabits in the woods during the rn 
mer, and ſometimes the vineyards ; and in win- 
ter it reſorts near the hamlets and farms. It is 
a filent bird which is ſeldom heard, and ſeems 


"ES 


Its Greek and Latin name Coccothrauſtes is derived from 
#:2x0c, à grain or kernel, and 0;auu, to break, becauſe it feeds upon 
cherry-ſtones : However, that appellation might have been given 
to ſome other bird that had the ſame habit; for Heſychius and 
Varro, the only ancient authors in whoſe writings the word is found, 


lay no more than that! the Coccothrauſtes is a certain bird. In 
italy it is called Freue, Frifone, Griſone, Franguet del Re, F. 'ranguet 


Montano : in Germany, Heine-Byſer, Bollebiek, Kir/ch-Finck, Kern- | 


Beiſe, Riſch Leſte in Switzerland, Klepper: in Sweden, Talbin. 


It is difficult to reconcile this remark, of which I am certain, 
with the account given by the authors of the Britiſh Zoology, that 
the Groſbeak is ſeldom ſeen in England, and never except in win- 
ter. Perhaps, as there are few foreſts in England, there are alſo 
few of theſe birds, which reſide only in the woods; and as they 
approach the hamlets only in winter, obſervers may never have 


ken them but in that ſeaſon, 


ren, PDD 7 1 to 


Tx bird is an w inhabitant of the temperate | 
L climates, from Spain and Italy, as far as 
Sweden. The ſpecies, though rather ſtationary, 
is not numerous. It appears every year in ſome 
of the provinces of France, and leaves them we. 1 
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402 THE GROSBEAK, 


to have no ſong or decided warble. Nor is its 
organ of hearing ſo perfect as that of other 
birds, for though it reſides in the foreſts, it can- 

not be enticed by the call. Geſner, and moſt 
' naturaliſts after him, have ſaid, that the Groſ- 
beak is good eating. I have taſted the fleſh, but 
it ſeemed neither pleaſant nor Juicy, _ 

I have obſerved 1n Burgundy that theſe birds 
are much fewer in winter than in ſummer, and 
that great numbers of them arrive about the 10th 
of April in ſmall flocks, and perch among the 
copſes, building their neſts * on trees, gene- 
rally at the height of ten or twelve feet, where 
the boughs divide from the trunk. The mate- 
rials are, like thoſe of the Turtle, dry ſticks, 
matted with ſmall roots. They commonly lay 
five bluiſh eggs ſpotted with brown. We might 
ſuppoſe that they breed only once a- year, ſince 
the ſpecies is not numerous. They feed their 
young with inſeQs, chryſalids, &c.; and when 
they are about to be robbed of their family, they 
make a vigorous defence, and bite hercely, 
Their thick ſtrong bill enables them to crack 
nuts, and other hard ſubſtances; and though 

A Groſbeak's neſt was found the 24th of April 1774, on 2 
plum- tree ten or twelve feet high, in the fork of a branch; it 
was of a round hemiſpherical ſhape, compoſed. externally witk 
ſmall roots and ſome lichens, and internally with other ſmall roots 
more ſlender ; it contained four eggs ſomewhat pointed, their great 
diameter nine or ten lines, their ſmall diameter fix lines; they were 
marked with ſpots of an olive brown, and with irregular blackiſh Þ 


ſtreaks faintly impreſſed on a ground of bluiſh . 1 0 | ] 
communicated by M. un de ee | 
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THE GROS B E AK. 403 
they are granivorous, they alſo live much upon 
inſets. I have kept them a long time in vo- 
leries; they reject fleſh, but readily eat any 
thing elſe. They muſt be confined in a ſepa- 
rate cage, for without ſeeming at all diſcom- 
poſed, or making the leaſt noiſe, they kill the 
weaker birds that are lodged with them. They 
attack, not by ſtriking with the point of the bill, 
but by biting out a morſel of the ſkin, When at 
liberty, they live upon all ſorts of grain, and ker- 
nels of fruits; the Orioles eat the pulp of cher- 
ries, but the Groſbeaks break them to obtain 
the kernel; they feed alſo on fir and pine cones, 
and on beech maſt, &c. 
This bird 1s ſolitary, ſhy, and ſilent; its ear 
is inſenſible, and its prolific powers are inferior 
to thoſe of moſt other birds. It ſeems to have 
its qualities concentrated in itſelf, and is not 
ſubject to any of the varieties which almoſt all 
proceed from the luxuriance of nature. The 
male and female are of the ſame ſize, and much 
reſemble each other. The ſpecies is uniform in 
our climate; but in foreign countries there exiſt 
many analogous birds, which ſhall be enume=- 
rated in the ſucceeding article ® [A] | 


* The upper-mandible is cinereous, but of a lighter tint near 
the baſe ; the lower-mandible is cinereous at the edges which cloſe 
into the upper; its under-fide is fleſh-coloured, with a cinereous 
caſt, The tongue is fleſhy, ſmall, and pointed; the gizzard is 
very muſcular, preceded by a pouch, containing in ſummer 
bruiſed . ſeeds, green caterpillars almoſt entire, and very 


DD2 | ſmall 


%  TUL dotiert 


ſmall ſtones. In a ſubject which I diſſected lately, the inteftina! 
tube from the pharynx to the craw was three inches and an half 
long, and from the gizzard to the anus about a foot. It had no 


cacum or gall-bladder. Obſervations communicated by M. Gutneat 
de Montbcilard, the 22d April 1774. 


[A] Specific character of the Loxia Coccot hrauſtes: “ It has 1 
« white line on the wings, the middle quills of the wings are 


« rhomboid-ſhaped at the tips, the quills of the tail are black on 
„the thinner fide of the baſe.“ 


FE e 
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Le Bec Croifs, 7, Buff. 

Loxia Curviroſtra, Linn. and Gmel. 

Loxia, Geſner, Aldrov. Briſl. &c. | 
"> be pa. or Cro/sbill, Will. Edw. &c. 


6 ten ſpecies of the Croſsbill ; 1s cloſely related 
to that of the Groſbeak. Both have the 
ſame ſize, the ſame figure, the ſame inſtincts . 
The Croſsbill is diſtinguiſhed only by a ſort of 
deformity in its bill, a character, or rather a de- 


I fect, which belongs to it alone of all the winged 


1 tribe. What proves that it is a defect, an error 
of nature rather than a permanent feature, is, 
that it is variable; the bill in ſome ſubjects croſſes 
to the left, in others to the right; but the 
productions of nature are regular in their de- 
velopement, and uniform in their arrangement. 
I ſhould therefore impute this difference of po- 
ſition to the way in which the bird has uſed its 


bill, according as it has been more accuſtomed 


to employ the one ſide or the other to lay hold 


1 of its food. The ſame takes place in men, who, 


Geſner gave it the name Lexia, from the Greek he, oblique, 
on Account of the crofliag of its bill. In Germany it is called 
es- Schnabel (Croſsbill), Kreutz-Vogel : in Poland, Rzywonos : 
n sweden, Korſnaef, Kiaegelrifware. 


+ Friſch conceives them to be ſo nou allied, that they would 
breed together, . 
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from habit, prefer the right hand to the left“ 
Each mandible of the Croſsbill is affected by an 
exuberance of growth, ſo that in time the two 
points are parted aſunder, and the bird can take 
its food only by the fide ; and hence if it oftenet 
uſes the left, the bill will roten to the right, 
and vice verſa, 
But every thing has its utility, and ad ſen- 
tient being learns to draw advantage even from 
its defects. This bill, hooked upwards and down- 
wards, and bent in oppoſite directions, ſeems 
to have been formed for the purpoſe of detach- 
ing the ſcales of fir-cones, and obtaining the 
ſeeds lodged beneath theſe, which are the 
principal food of the bird. It raiſes each ſcal 
with its lower mandible, and breaks it off with 
the upper; it may be obſerved to perform this 
manceuvre in its cage. This bill alſo aſſiſts is 
owner in climbing, and it dextrouſly mount 
from the lower to the upper bars of its cage. 
From its mode of ſcrambling, and the beauty of 


its colours, it has been called by ſome the Ger- 
man Parrot. 


* This obſervation muſt be qualified. If habit were the (ole 
cauſe of this difference, as many people would be left-handed a 
right-handed. But the number of the former is very ſmall, com- 

| Pared with that of the latter, and therefore the right-hand mul 
by ori iginal conſtitution be ſtronger than the left, however much the 
difference is afterwards increaſed from habit. The ſame reaſoning 
ſeems applicable to the Croſsbill. T. e 
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The Croſsbill inhabits only the cold climates, 
or the mountains in temperate countries. It 1s 
found in Sweden, in Poland, in Germany, in 
Switzerland, and among the Alps arid Pyrenees. 
It is quite ſtationary in countries where it lives 
the whole year; but ſometimes it accidentally 
appears in large flocks in other regions. In 1756 
and 1757, great numbers were ſeen in the 
neighbourhood of London. They do not ar- 


rive at ſtated ſeaſons, but ſeem to be rather 
directed by chance, and many years paſs with- 


out their being at all obſerved. The Nut-Crack- 
ers, and ſome other birds, are ſubject to the ſame 
Irregular migrations, which occur only once 


in twenty Or thirty Years. The only cauſe 


which can be aſſigned is, that they have been 
deprived of their uſual ſubſiſtence in the cli- 
mates where they inhabit, by the inclemency of 


the ſeaſon; or have been driven upon the coaſt 


by the violence of a ſtorm or hurricane: for 
they arrive in ſuch numbers, and appear ſo much 
exhauſted, that they are careleſs of their exiſt- 
ence, and allow themſelves to be caught hs the 


hand. 


We might 8 that the ſpecies of ho 
Croſsbill, which prefers the cold climates, would 
be Cunt | in the north of the New Continent, ns - 
in that of the Old: yet no traveller to America 
has taken notice of it. But beſides the general 


f preſumption which is verified by analogy, there 
is a fact which ſeems to prove our opinion; the 
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Crofſghill is 8 in Greenlaad, 3 it was 
brought to Edwards by the whale-fiſhers ; and 
that naturaliſt, who was better acquainted than 
any perſon with the nature of birds, remarks 


3 Ly" 
> — 
5 — 


properly, that both the land and the water ſort 


which inhabit the arctic regions, appear indiffe. 


rent y in the north of America or of Europe. 
The Croſsbill is one of thoſe birds whoſe co- 

Jours are the moſt ſubject to vary; among a 

great number we can ſcarcely find two indivi- 


duals that are exactly ſimilar ; not only are the 
| ſhades of the plumage different, but the poſition 
of the colours change with the ſeaſon and the 
age. Edwards, who examined a prodigious 
number of them, and ſought to mark the limits 
of variation, paints the male with a roſe co- 
' Jour, and the female with a yellowiſh green; but 
in both, the bill, the eyes, the thighs, and the legs, 
are preciſely the ſame in regard to ſhape and co- 
lours. Geſner tells us that he kept one of theſe | 


birds, which was blackiſh in September, and 


aſſumed a red colour in October. He adds, that 


the parts where the red began to appear, were 


the uuder-lide of the neck, the breaſt, and the 


belly; that this red afterwards became yel- 


low, and that winter eſpecially is the ſeaſon 
when theſe changes take place, and that, at dif- 
ferent times, it is ſaid they receive a red, yellow, 
green, and cinereous caſt. We muſt not, there- 
fore, with our modern nomenclators, reckon as 
a2 ſeparate e or a EN variety, 4 


"greet 4 
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greeniſh Croſebill *, * found in the Pyrenees, ſince 
it occurs equally 1 in other places ; and in certain 
ſeaſons it has in all countries that colour. Ac- 
cording to Friſch, who was perfectly acquainted 
with theſe birds, which are common in Ger- 
many, the colour of the adult male is reddiſh, 
or green mixed with red; but they loſe this red, 
like the Linnets, when Yep are kept in the 
cage, and only retain the green, which 1s more 
deeply impreſſed both in the young and! in the 
old. For this reaſon they are called in ſome 
parts of Germany brinis or griinitz, that is, 


greeniſh bird. The two extreme colours have 
not therefore been well choſen by Edwards; we 


muſt not infer, as his figures would ſuggeſt, that 
the male is red, and the female green; there is 
every reaſon to believe, that in the ſame ſeaſon, 
and at the ſame age, the female differs from 


the male only in the Ee" faintneſ of the 
colours. 


This bird, which is > analogous to the Grol- 
beak, reſembles it alſo in ſtupidity. One may 


approach it, fire upon it without ſcaring it, and 
ſometimes even catch it by the hand; and as it 


s equally inactive and ſecure, it Gillen eaſy 
victim to all the birds of prey. It is mute in 


ſummer, and its feeble, notes are only heard in 


winter T. It is quite placid in captivity, and 


85 rl W Barrere. Loxia Rufeſcens, Brifſon. 
+ SIS I. 
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lives long in a cage. It is fed with bruiſed hemp- 


ſeed, and this contributes to make it ſooner loſe 
its red k. In ſummer, its fleſh is ſaid to be good 


eating T. 
Theſe birds delight 15 in the dark Rect, of 


pines and firs, and ſeem, to dread the effulgence of 


day. Nor do they yield to the genial influence 


of the ſeaſons ; it is not in ſpring, but in the 
depth of winter, that. their loves commence, | 
They build as early as January, and their young 
are grown before the other birds begin to lay. 
They place their neſts under the large branches 
of the pine, fixing them with the reſin of that 
tree, and beſmearing them with that ſubſtance, 
ſo that the melted ſnow or the rains cannot pe- 
netrate. In the young, as in thoſe of other birds, 
the bill, or rather corners of its opening, are 
yellow, and they hold it always open as long as 
they are fed by the mother. We are not told 
how many eggs they lay, but we may preſume, 
from their ſize and their reſemblance to the Groſ- 
beak, that the number is four or ſive, and that 
they hatch only once a- year. [as 


*F rich, 2 Geſner and F riſch, | 
[A] Specific character of the Croſsbill, Loxia gu 


LIXX.— “ It is red, its bill forked,” It is of the ſize of a Lark, 
being ſix inches and a half long. | > wh $12 £7, 


FOREIGN BIRDS, 


THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GROSBEAK, 


L 


ux Faſt-India bird, delineated in the Pl. Fil. 
No. 101, fig. I. under the name of Coro- 
mandel Groſbeak, and which name we have ſtill 


retained, becauſe it appears to be the ſame ſpe- 


cies with that of Europe. The ſhape, the ſize, 


the bill, the length of the tail, are the ſame in 


both, and the only difference conſiſts in the co- 
lours, which are alſo diſpoſed in the ſame order. 
1n ſhort, we may impute the difference of ſhade 


to the influence of climate, and conſider this 


Coromandel bird, which no naturaliſt has taken 
notice of, as a beautiful variety of the European 


Groſbeak. 151590495; 2 


II. 


The American bird, No. 154, Pl. Enl. termed 
the Blue American Groſbeak, on which we have 


beſtowed no diſcriminating name, becauſe we 
J 
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are not certain if it is a peculiar ſpecies, if. 
ferent from that of Europe; for in ſize and 
figure it is the _ with our Groſbeak. The 
only difference is, that it has more red on its 
bill, and more 1 in its plumage; and if its 
tail were not longer, we ſhould not heſitate to 
pronounce that it is a mere variety, occaſioned 
by the influence of climate. No naturaliſt has 
noticed this new variety or ſpecies, which we 
muſt be careful not to confound with the Caro. 


Una bird, called by Cateſpy the Blue Grgſbeal. 


III. 
The HAR D-BIL I. 


Le Dur-Bec, Buff. 
Loxia Enucleator, Linn. and Gmel, 
Coccolhrauſtes Canadenſis, Brill. 
The Greateſt Bulfinch, Edw. 
T be Pine Groſteat, Penn. and Lath. 


- 


| The Canada bird, delineated PL. Eul. No. 
135, fig. 1. under the name of Canada Grof- 
beak, and which we have called Hard bill, be- 
cauſe its bill is comparatively harder, ſhorter, 
and ſtronger, than in the others; and it was pro- 
per to apply to it a diſtin& name, ſince it differs 
not only from the European Groſbeaks, but from 
all thoſe of America and of other climates. It 


is of a beautiful red, as large as our Groſbeak, 
but 
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but longer tailed, and may be eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed from all the other birds by the inſpec- 
tion of the coloured figure. The female has 
only a little reddiſh on its head and rump, and a 
light tinge of roſe- colour on the lower- part of 
its body. Salerne tells us, that in Canada this 
bird is called Boννu˙eu,,Q? Bulſiucb). This name 
has not been ill applied, for there is perhaps 
an affinity between it and the Bulſinch. The in- 
habitants of that part of America could decide 
this point by a very ſimple obſervation, vis. by 
noticing whether it whiſtles almoſt continually 
like the Bulſinch, or is almoſt mute like the 
Groſbeak “. | 


* Specific character of the Loxia Enucleator :>=© It has a dou- 
« ble ꝛchite line on the wings, and all the quills of its tail are 
« blackith.”—lt is about nine inches long. Found in all the 

_ northern parts of America, from Canada to the weſtern fide of 
the continent. It arrives in Hudſon's Bay early in the ſpring ; 
lodges among the pines and junipers ; builds its neſt at a ſmal! 
heizht from the ground; lays four eggs, which it hatches in June. 
Thele birds occur alſo in the north of Europe and Aſia. They 
are frequent in Ruſſia and Siberia; and Mr. Pennant tells us that 
he faw them in the pine foreſts near Invercauld, Aberdeenſhire, 
2 the month of Auguſt. 
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IU; i444 
The CRESTED CARDINAL, | 


Le Cardiual Huppè, 
1 Loxia Cardinalis, 885 and Gel, 
Coccothrauſtes Virginiana, Briſſ. 


Coccot hrauſtes Indica C riſtata, Ray, and Wil. 
The Red Groſbeak, Albin. 


The Red Bird, Kalm's Travels. 
Pypbe Virginia Nightingale, Will. 
| The hens po TY Penn. and Lath. 


This 1 is a native of the temperate Amit of 
America, and figured No. 37, Pl. Eul. by the 
name of the Virginia Groſbeak. It is alſo called 
the Cre/ted Cardinal, which name we retain, 
as denoting its two characters, its colour, and 
its creſt, This bird reſembles much the Pine 
Groſbeak; the ſize, and, in a great meaſure, 
the plumage, are the ſame; the bill is as ſtrong, 
the tail of the ſame length, and the climate is 
nearly the ſame. We might, therefore, but for 
the creſt, reckon it a variety of that beautiful 
ſpecies. The colours in the male are much 
brighter than in the female, whoſe plumage is 
not red, but only reddiſh-brown ; its bill is alſo 
of a much fainter red, though both have the 
creſt, I ſhould range this bird rather with the 
Bulfinch and the Chaffinch, than with the Groſ- 
beak, ſince it ſings agreeably ; whereas the Groſ- 
beak is ſilent, Salerne ſays, that the warble C 
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a Creſted Cardinal! 18 8 Ny 7 
the ſong of the Nightingale; and that it can be 
taught alſo to ſpeak like the Canary birds. He 
adds, that this bird, which he obſerved alive, is 
bold, ſtrong, and vigorous, that it feeds upon 
ſeeds, particularly thoſe of millet, and 1 Is * 
tamed“ . ) 


* Specific character of the Loxia Carginalis :“ Its head is 
« red, its bridle black, its bill and legs blood - coloured.“ It is 
nine inches long: is found through the Whole extent of North 
America. It feeds chiefly on Indian corn, of which it makes a 
proviſion for the winter, artfully concealing the depoſit with leaves | 
and ſmall branches. It warbles delightfully in the ſpring 
- mornings on the ſummits of the loftieſt' trees. Its ſong is ſaid 
to reſemble that of the Throſtle. It is a hardy and familiar 
bird. 


n — 


The four birds a" we have juſt | men- 
tioned are all nearly of the ſame ſize with the 
European Groſbeak. But there are many other 
intermediate or ſmaller ſpecies, which we ſhall 
range according to their ſize and climate, and 
which, though all different from each other, 
may beſt be compared with the Groſbeaks, to 1 
which they are more analogous than to any || 
other. We may name them the Middle Grof 
beaks and the Little Groſbeaks.. 
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diſtinc name. Briſſon firſt mentioned this bird, 


he ſays nothing of its habits. The ſettlers in 
Louiſiana could inform us“. Ro 
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* ROSE- THROAT. 
Eau in, Lit, and Gmel. 


Coccothrauſtes Ludowiciana, Briſſ. 
The Red. breaſted Grgſbeal, Penn. and Lath. 


The firſt of theſe ſpecies of the middle ſize is. 
that of the Pl. Enl, No. 153, fig. 2. termed 
the Groſbeak of Louiſiana, Its throat is of a 
fine red roſe colour, and differs ſo much from all 
other ſpecies of the ſame genus, that it merits a 


and has given a tolerably good figure of it; but 


* Specific character of the Loxia Ludowiciana * It is black; 
«c its breaſt, its belly, the ſtripe on its wings, and the baſe of its 
4 tail-quills, are white,” The female is ſpotted with white on 
the head. It inhabits the greater part of North America: In the 
State of New-York it 18 enen a ſcarce bird. It * there 
in May, and retires in Auguſt. 75 


* 
The G RIVE LIN. 
Loxia Brofliana, La. 


The ſecond ſpecies of the middling Grof: 
beaks is By. 1. No. 309, Pl. Enl, and there 
termed 


n. GK OSE AEK. 


it the name of Grivelin, becauſe the under-part 
of its body is ſpeckled. like as in the Thruſhes 
( grives „ i is a beautiful bird, and unlike 
any other, it merited an appropriated name. It 
by Marcgrave, and which is called in Brazil 
tion given by that author does not exactly cor- 
with regard to the identity of the ſpecies. 


ſmaller, are much more like the Sparrow in 


them to remain with the ( zroſbeak, becauſe their 


broader at the baſe than that 115 the Spatrow. 
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, 
The R E D B L A C K. 


The third 3 X the addin fond Grol- 
beak is the bird delineated Fig. 2. No. 309. Pl. 


We have called it the Red Black, becauſe the 
whole of its body is red, and the breaſt and 
belly black. This bird, which is brought from 
Cayenne, has been noticed by no naturaliſt ; but 
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termed the Brasilian Croſbeab. Waehabe err 


ſeems to be much related to the bird mentioned 
Cuira, Tirica. However, as the ſhort deſcrip- 
reſpond with our Grivelin, we cannot decide 
| Theſe middle-ſized ſpecies, and thoſe ſtill 
point of bulk and ſhape; ; but we have allowed 


bill reſembles that of theſe birds, and is much 


Enl. under the name of the Cayenne Grofbeak. 
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ſized Groſbeaks is the bird Fig. 2. No. 152. Pl. 


, 


as we did not ſee it alive, we cannot deſcribe it; 
habits, The people of Guiana could inſtrud 
us in that point, 


vill. 


The 7 L AVERT 


eee ee 
Coccathrauſtes Cayanen/is, Brill. 
The Canada Groſbeakt, Penn. and Lath. 


The fourth ſpecies of theſe foreign middle- 


Enl. termed the Cayenne Groſbeak, It is yellow 
and green, and therefore differs from the pre- 
ceding almoſt as much as it can do with regard 
to colours ; but as its ſize, the ſhape of its body 
and of its bill, and its climate, are the ſame, we | 
may reckon it a ſpecies cloſely related to the Red 
Black, if it be not a variety ariſing merely from 
the difference of age or ſex. Briſſon is the fir 
who took notice of it. IA] 


* i. e. The yellow-green. 1 


[A] Specific character of the Loxia Cheb “ It is olive- 
10 Sroen, above olive yellow, its bridle black. - 


th GR OS B E AE. 


i; 
The FAN-TAILED GROSBEAK,. 


La Queue en Eventail, Buff. 
Loxia Flabellifera, Gmel. 


The fifth ſpecies of theſe birds is that figured 
Pl. Enl. No. 380. under the name of the Fan- 
tail of Virginia, We received it from that part 
of America, and it has not been noticed by any 
preceding author. The upper figure, No. 380. 
repreſents probably the male, and the under the 
female, for its colours are not ſo vivid. We re- 
ceived theſe birus alive, but not being able to 
preſerve them, we could not decide whether 


we ſhould attribute the differences to ſex or to 


age. They are ſo remarkable for the ſhape of 
their tail, which 1s expanded horizontally, that 
this character alone is fufficient to diſtinguiſh 
them from others of the ſame genus“. i 


. Specific I of the Lexia Flabellifera : —* It is duty. 
« red, which below is more dilate ; its bill, its wing-quills, its 
* tail, and its legs, are black,” "7 To, Is five inches long. 


X. The 
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Xe 
The DR, or RICE-BIRD, 


2 . Lina, ad Gmel. 
Coccothrauſtes Si nenſis Cinerea, Briſſ. 
[The Jave N Lath. 


The fach ſpecies is ; the Chineſe bird, deſcribed 
and figured by Edwards, and which he names 
Padaa, or.' Rice-Bird, becauſe the Chineſe call 
rice in the huſk hadda, which is the food of this 
bird. This author has painted two of theſe birds, 


and ſuppoſes, with great probability, that Pl. 41 


repreſents the male, and P/. 42 the female. We 
had a male of tlus ſpecies, which is delineated 


Fig. 1. No. 152. Pl. Enl. It is an exceedingly 
beautiful bird; for beſides the luſtre of the co- 


lours, its plumage is ſo perfeQly regular, that no 


feather projects beyond another, but they ap- 


pear covered entirely with down, or rather with 
a ſort of meal, ſuch as we perceive in plum, 
which produces a fine gloſs. Edwards adds lit- 
tle to the deſcription of this bird, though he ſaw 
it alive. He ſays only that it is very deſtructive 
among the plantations of rice ; that the traders 
to the Eaſt-Indies call it he Favan, or Indian 
Sparrow ; that this appellation would imply 
that it is found in the Eaſt-Indies, as well as in 
China ; but he is rather diſpoſed to think that 


5 „ the 


— — 
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the Europeans, in their intercourſe between 
China and Java, had often carried theſe birds to 
that iſland; and laſtly, that what proves them 
to be natives of China is, they are Painted on che 
Chineſe paper and muſlins. : 


The ſpecies which we are now to deſcribe are 
ſmaller than the preceding, and conſequently 
differ ſo much from our Groſbeaks, that we 
could hardly refer them to the ſame genus, did 
not the ſhape of their bill, the figure of their 
body, and even the order and poſition of its co- 
lours, indicate that theſe birds, though not ex- 
actly Groſbeaks, are {till nearer related to them 
than to any other genus, 


XI, 
The TOUCNAM, COURVI. 


Loxia Philippina, 13 and Gmel, - 
Coccothrauſtes Philippenſis, Brill. 
The Philippine Groſbeak, Lath. 


The firſt of theſe ſmall foreign Groſbeaks is 
the Toucnam Courvi of the Philippines, of which 

Briſſon has given a deſcription, with a figure of 

the male, under the name of the Philippine Graf | 
beat, and which is delineated Fig. 2. No. 135. 
7 . Eu. by that denomination. But we have 
. here 
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here preſerved the name which it receives in its 
native climate, becauſe it differs from all the reſt, 
The female is of the ſame ſize with the male, 
but its colours are different, its head being brown, 
and alſo the upper-part of its neck, which in 
the male is yellow, &c. Briſſon gives alſo x 
hgure and deſcription of their neſt *. [A] 


* 'Theſe birds conſtruct a neſt of a ſingular form. It is com. 
poſed of little interwoven fibres of leaves, which form a ſort of 
{mall pouch, whoſe mouth is placed in one of the ſides. To this 
mouth is fitted a long paſſage, compoſed of the ſame leafy fibres, 
turned downwards, with its aperture ſituated below, ſo that the 
real entrance to the neſt is entirely concealed. Theſe neſts are 


faſtened by their upper. part to the ſmall branches of trees, 
Br1$50N. 


[A] Spectfic character of the Loxia Philippina : — It is duſky, 
tc below n ee, the top and breaſt yellow, the throat 
ce duſky. I | ü | 9 


XII. 
The ORCHEF. 


Loxia 8 , Linn. aa Gmel. 
Paſſer Bengalenſis, Briſſ. 

The Bengal Sparrow, Alb. 

The Yellow: headed Indian & arrow, Eda. 
The you e Lath. 


The ſecond of thele little fargign Groſbek 
is the Eaſt-India bird delineated Pl. Enl. No, 
393. Fig. 2. under the name of Indian Gro 
beak. I have termed it Cala. bead (Orebe ) 1 

caul 


LT 
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cauſe the upper-part of its head is of a fine 
yellow, and being different from all the reſt, 
required a diſtin name. — This ſpecies is new, 
and has not been noticed by any preceding na- 
turaliſt *, 


* Specific character of the Loxia Bengalenſis >> It is gray, 
' with a yellow cap; its temples whitiſh, its lower-belly whitiſh, 
« ſpotted with duſky.”* It is ſomewhat larger than the Houſe 
Sparrow. 


1 


„ 
The NUN GR OSB E AK. 


Loxia Collaria, Linn. and Gmel. 
Le Gros Bec Ts Daf. 


The third . theſe little 3 is that of 
Fig. 3. No. 303. £% Enl. which we have 
called the Nun, becauſe it has a fort of black 

biggen on its head. It is a new ſpecies alſo; 
| but we can ſay nothing more of it, being unac- 
quainted with its native climate. We bought i it 
from a dealer in birds, who could give us no in- 
formation on that ſubject . 


+ Specific character of the Loxia Collaria :—* It is yellowith, 
its breaſt and collar yellow, its ee black.“ | 
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| þ I 
The "GRAY GROSBEAK. 


| Loxia 5 Gmel. 


The fourth of theſe is new, and as little 
known as the preceding. It is Fig. 1. No. 393. 
Pl. Enl. called the Virginia Groſbeak. But we 
ſhall term it grey-white (Gri/albin ), becauſe its 
neck and part of its head is white, and all the 


reſt of the body gray; and as it differs from the 
others, it merits an appropriated name *. 


* Specific character of the Loxia Griſea :—< It is of a cœru- 
« lean gray, its neck and front white.“ It is four inches long. 


XV. 
The QUADRICOLOR; 


The fifth of theſe little foreign Groſbeaks is 
the bird deſcribed by Albin, under the name of 
the Chineſe Sparrow, and WER by Briſ- 
| ſon}, under that of the Fava Groſbeah, and de- 
lineated Fig. 2. No. 101. Pl, Enl. by the ſame 
name. We ſhall, however, term it: he Qua- 


+ The female, ſays this author, differs from the male, its thighs 
| being of a light- cheſnut, and the colour of its tail not ſo vivid. 


ſricoln, 
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Aricolor, to diſtinguiſh it from all the reſt, and 

mark its principal colours; for it is a beautiful 
bird, and painted with four brilliant colours; 
the head and neck being blue, the back, the 
wings, and the end of the tail, green; there is 
a broad red bar, like a girth, under the belly, 
and on the middle of the tail; and laſtly, the 
reſt of the breaſt and belly is light-brown or 
hazel. We are ignorant of its habits. 


XVI. . 
The © JACOBINE, and the DOMINO v. 


1 Malacca, Linn. RE Gmel. 
Coctothrauſtes Moluccenſis, Brill. 
The Molucca Groſbeak, Lath. 


The ſixth of theſe is the bird known to the 


curious by the name of Facobine, which we re- 


tain as applicable and diſcriminating. It is re- 


preſented Pl. Enl. Fig. 3. No. 139. and titled 
„ The Java Groſbeak, called the Jacobine.“ 

| We conceive that Fig. 1. of that plate, termed 
be Molucca Croſsbill, is of the ſame ſpecies, and 
probably a female of the firſt. We have ſeen 


W theſe birds alive, and fed them like Canaries. 


Edwards deſcribes and figures them by the name 


_ * Specific character: . It is duſkiſh ; its head, its throat, its 


1 tal-quills, black; below it is waved with black and white,” 
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of Coury *, Pl. XL. and from the meaning of 
this word, he infers that they inhabit India, and 
not China f. We would have adopted this 
term, had not that of Facobine already come 
into uſe. Fig. 2. No. 139. and Fig. 1. No. 153. 
are two birds which the virtuoſi call Dominos, 
and which they diftinguiſh from the Jacobines, 
They are ſmaller indeed, but ought to be re- 
garded as varieties of the ſame ſpecies. | The 
males are probably thoſe which have the belly 
ſpotted, and the females thoſe which have it a 

an uniform White-gray. The deſcription of 
them occurs in Briſſon's work, but not a word 
3s {aid of their natural habits, 


It is called a Cowrie, becauſe its ordinary price is one of the 
ſmall ſhells which paſs in India for money; but theſe are not cur- 
rent in China. 

iS It is the Loxia Punctularia of Linnæus, the Coccotbrauft: = 

7s Newia of Briſſon. Specific character: ** It is bay-colour- 
vs 6 6d ; its lower- belly black, el with white.“ It is four inches 
and a half . 


R 

The B A G L AF EC H f. 
 Loxia Philippina, var. Gmel. 
This is an Abyſſinian bird, much reſembling 


che Toucnam Courvi ; the only difference con- 


ſting 1 in the ſhades or arrangement of the co- 
| ours. 
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jours. The black ſpot which is on both ſides of 
the head riſes in the Baglafecht above the eyes; 
the brown and yellow marbling of the upper- 

part of the body is leſs marked, and the great 
coverts of the wings and their quills; thoſe of 
the tail are greeniſh-brown, edged with yellow. 
Its iris is yellowith, and its wings, when cloſed, 
reach near the middle of the tail. 

The Baglafecht reſembles the Toucnam Courvi 
alſo in the precautions which it takes to ſecure 
its eggs againſt rain, and every fort of danger; 
but the form of its neſt is different. The bird 
rolls it into a ſpiral nearly like the Nautilus, and 

ſuſpends it, as does the Toucnam Courvi, at the 
extremity of a ſmall branch, almoſt always above 
ſtagnant water, the aperture conſtantly turned 
to the eaſt, the quarter oppoſite to the rain. In 
this way the Baglafecht 1s not only ſheltered 
from the wet, but ſecured from the intruſions of 
different forts of animals, which ſeek to feed 
upon its eggs. 


XVII. 
The ABYSSINIAN GROSBEAK. 
„ 


1 range among the Groſbeaks alſo the Abyſ- 
iinian bird, which reſembles them in the cha- 
racteriſtic 
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racteriſtic feature, the thickneſs of its bill, and 
likewiſe in the ſize of its body. Its iris is red, 
its bill, the top and ſides of its head, its throat, 
and its breaſt, are black; the reſt of the under. 


part of the body, the thighs, and the upper- part 


of the body, light yellow, but which aſſume a 
brown tinge where the black of the anterior part 


meets it, as if the two colours there melted into 


one; the ſcapular feathers are blackiſhy the co- 


verts of the wings brown, edged with gray; the 


quills of the wings and of the tail are brown, 
edged with yellow, and the legs reddiſh-gray. 
The moſt ſingular fact of the hiſtory of the 


Abyſſinian Groſbeak, is the conſtruction of its 


neſt, and the ſort of foreſight which it diſcovers, 


in common with the Toucnam Courvi, and the 


Baglafecht. The ſhape of the neſt is nearly py- 
ramidal, and the bird is always careful to ſuſ- 


pend it over the ſurface of water from the end 
of a ſmall branch ; the entry is in the fide, and 


commonly faces the eaſt; the cavity is divided 
by a partition into two compartments ; the firſt 
is a kind of court into which the bird enters, 
then creeping along the incloſure, it deſcends 
into the ſecond EEG WY where 1ts eggs are laid. 
By means of this complex conſtruction, the 


eggs are ſheltered againſt the rain, from what- 


ever quarter the wind blows: and we may ob- 


ſerve, that in Abyflinia the wet ſeaſon laſts ſix 
months: for it is a general remark, that incon- 
venience and hardſhip quicken induſtry, unleſs 


they 
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they be ſo exceſſive as to extinguiſh it entirely. 
In that country the bird was expoſed not only to 
the penetrating rains, but to the attacks of the 
monkeys, the ſquirrels, the ſerpents, &c. It 
ſeems to have foreſeen the dangers that threat- 
en its family, and to have artfully provided 
againſt them. This ſpecies is new, and we 
owe all our information on the ſubject to Mr. 
Bruce. 


XIK: -- 
The GUIFSO BATITO®. 


Loxia Tridactyla, Gmel. 
T ze Three-toed G; uſceat, Lath. 


There is no European ſpecies to which this 
foreign bird is more related than the Groſbeak. 


It ſhuns inhabited places, and lives retired _ 


the unfrequented foreſts. It is languid in its 
amours, and deſtitute of ſong; and its only 
noiſe almoſt is made by the ſtrokes of its bill, in 
piercing the nuts to extract the kernel.—So far 
the analogy applies. But it differs from the 
Groſbeak by two remarkable properties ; 1ſt, 
its bill is indented on the edges; and, 2dly, its 
feet have only three toes, two before and one 


»The full name of this bird, as it is written in Mr. Bruce's 
drawings, is Guifio Batito Dimmo Won Ferch. 


behind, 
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behind, which is an uncommon diſpoſition, and 
occurs only in a few ſpecies. Theſe two diſ- 
criminating features ſeem to me fo important, 
that the bird required an appropriated name, 
and I have preſerved that by * it 18 enn 
in its natal region. 
The head, the throat, and the fore part of the _ 
neck, are of a fine red, which extends in a pretty 
narrow ſtripe under the body, as far as the lower 
coverts of the tail. All the reſt of the under- 
part of the body, the upper - part of the neck, 
the back, and the tail, are black; the upper- 
coverts of the wings brown, . with white, 
the quills of the wings brown, with a greeniſh 
border, and the legs of a very dull red. The 
wings when cloſed reach not beyond the middle 
of the tail. 


XX. 


The SPOTTED GROSBEAK 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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The bird repreſented by this name, Fig. 1. 
No. 639. Pl. Eul. though different from the 
European Groſbeaks in its colours, and the diſ- 
tribution of its ſpots, appears ſo much a-kin to 
that ſpecies, that it may be regarded as a variety 
produced by climate, for .which reaſon we have 
gen it an appropriated name. And Sonnerat 
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e us poſitively that it is the ſame with that 
of the firſt article; and he adds, that theſe birds 


appear different, bebo they change their co- 
jours every year. 


— , 


wa 


XXI. | 
The CRAVATED GRIVELIN. 


| The bird delineated PL Enl. No. 6 59. Be. os, 


under the denomination of the Angola Groſ- 
beak, becauſe we received it from that province 


of Africa, appears to be related to the Grivelin ; 
and as all the neck and the under- part of the 


throat is covered and encircled by a fort of a 


cravat, which extends even over the bill, 


have given it the name of tbe Cravated Grivebn. ; 


We are ignorant of its habits. 


— — —— aa „ * 
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\ Le Moineau, Buff. 
i | bo ringilla Domeſtica, Linn. 
ll WS | aſs Domefticus, Geiner, Aldrov. Briſſ. Ke. 


8B A the ſpecies « of Sparrow comprehends: a mul- 
titude of individuals, ſo its genus ſeems at 

firſt inſpection to include a number of ſpecies. 

One of our nomenclators reekons ĩt to contain no 


| leſs' than ſixty-ſeven different ſpecies, and nine 
| varieties, making in all ſeventy⸗ ſix birds f; 
| among which we are ſurprized to find many 
[ Linnets, Finches, - Green Birds, Canary Birds, 


Bengal Birds, Senegal Birds, Mayo Birds, Car- 
dinals, Buntings, and many others not related 
to the Sparrows, and which ought to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſeparate names, To introduce order 
into this confuſed group, we ſhall firſt remove 
from the Sparrow, with which we are well ac- 
quainted, all the birds juſt mentioned, which are 
alſo ſufficiently known to enable us to decide 
that they do not belong to the ſame genus. Fol- 
lowing then our general plan, we ſhall conſider 


* In Greck, Town: Mott tranſlators and naturaliſts have 
made it to be Ere»0o; :- the fact i is, that this laſt name is generic, and 
applicable to all the Sparrows : in Italian, Paſſera, or Paſſere Ca- 
Jaringo © in Spaniſh, Pardal: in German, Hug: Spar, Haus: ol 
ling: in Swediſh, Taalling, * 
+. rien. 
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each of thoſe which "inhabit Eiit6pe a pritl- 

cipal ſpecies, and afterwards refer to them the 

analogous foreign kinds. f 251 1/90, 
We ſhall alſo ſeparate from the Common Gr 


Houſe Sparrow the Field Sparroꝛo and the Wood 


Spbarroeb; two birds more related than any of 
the preceding, and alſo inhabitants of our cli- 


mate; to each we ſhall allot à diſtinct article. 
This is ſurely the TRY” Way” to avoid con- 
fuſto nl... nn 204.7 % 01.11 


Our Sparrow i is too well RO to Lell — 


ſcription. It is repreſented Nos. 6 and 55. Pl. 
Enl. fig. 1. No. 6. is the adult male after it has 


caſt its feathers; and fig. 1. No. 55. the young 
male before moulting. The change of colour in 
the plumage, and in the angles of the mandibles, 


is general and uniform ; but the ſame ſpecies is 
ſubject to accidental varieties; for ſome Houſe 
Sparrows are white, others variegated with 


brown and white, and others almoſt entirely 


black *, , and others yellow erf. The only dif- 
ference between che females and the males is 


* Black Spares © occur in 8 but 5 are 1 
me common ſort, which as they lodge conſtantly i in the glaſs-houſes, 
which are frequent along the foot of the mountains, are ſmoked. 
Dr. Lottinger, being ia one of theſe glaſs-houſes, obſerved a 
flock of common Sparrows, among which were ſeveral black ones. 


| An old perſon, who dwelt, on the ſpot, told him, that they ſome- 


times appeared ſo much Wa en s er. Fon: not ade diſtin- 
guiſhed. Mo. 
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that the former are maler, and their colour 
much fainter. 
HBeſides theſe firft varieties, foe of which are 
general and others individual, and which occur 
in all the European climates, there are others 
in more diftant regions; which would prove 
that this ſpecies is ſpread from the north to 
the ſouth in our continent, from Sweden? * to 
Egypt t, Senegal, &c. 1 | 
But in whatever country the Sparrow i is ſettled, 
it never is found in deſert places, or at a ee 
from the reſidence of man. It likes neither 
woods nor vaſt plains. It is more frequent in 
towns than in villages; nor is it ſeen in the ham- 
lets or farms that are buried in the depth of fo- 
reſts. It follows ſoeiety to live at their expence, 
and indolence and voracity lead it to ſubſiſt on 
the proviſions of others. Our granaries, our 
darns, our court-yards, our pigeon-houſes, and, 
in ſhort, all places where grain is ſpilt, are its 
favourite reſort. It is extremely deſtructive; 
its plumage is entirely uſeleſs, its fleſh indifferent 
food, its notes grating to the ear, and its fami- 
Harity and petulance diſguſting. In ſome places 


Sparrows are proſcribed , anda price ſet on their 
Heads. 


* — | a en Proſper Aptus. | . 
1 la many villages of Germany, the peaſants are obliget an- 
nyally to produce a certain number of Sparrows' heads, FR15CB. 
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But what will render them eternally trouble- 
ſome and vexatious, is not only their exceſſive 
multiplication, but their ſubtlety, their cunning, 
and their obſtinacy to abide in places which ſuit 
them. They are crafty and artful, eaſily diſtin- 
guilh the ſnares laid for them, and wear out the 
patience of thoſe who try to catch them. It is 
only in ſcaſons of ſcarcity, and when the ſnow 
covers the ground, that the ſport will ſucceed; 


and little impreſſion can be made on a ſpecies 


which breeds thrice a-year, Their neſt conſiſts 


of hay, lined with feathers. If you deſtroy it, 
they will in twenty-four hours build another; if 


you plunder the eggs, which are five or ſix *, often. 
| more, they will in the courſe of eight or ten 
days lay others; if you drive them from the 
trees or the houſes, they will reſort in greater 


numbers to your granaries. Perſons who have 
kept them in cages, aſſure me, that a ſingle pair 

of Sparrows conſume near twenty pounds of 
corn annually. We may judge from their num- 


bers what prodigious deſtruction they muſt make 


in our fields; for though they feed their young 


with inſets, and eat many themſelves, they 
principally ſubſiſt on our beſt grain. They fol- 


low the labourer in ſeed-time, and the reaper in 


harveſt, They attend the threſhers at the barns, 
and the poulterer when he ſcatters grain to his 


fowls. They viſit the' pigeon-houſes, and een 


* Olina ſays, chat they lay ſometimes cight, and never fewer 
than bat. 
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pierce the craw of the young pigeons to extract 


the food. They eat bees, and are thus diſpoſed 
to deſtroy the only inſets uſeful to man. In 
ſhort, it is much to be wiſhed that ſome method 
could: be deviſed for deſtroying them. I have 
been told, that if ſulphur were ſmoaked under 
the trees, where in certain ſeaſons they aſſemble 
and ſleep at night, they would be ſuffocated and 
drop dead. I have tried the experiment, with- 
out ſucceſs; though I took much pains, and was 
Intereſted in the iſſue; for I could not get them 
driven from the neighbourlioul of my voleries; 
and I perceived that they not only diſturbed the 
warbling of my birds, but that by the continual 
repetition of their harſh cry, tui, tui, they ſen- 


ſibly ſpoiled the ſong or the ne Sitkins, 


Linnets, &c. 


I then placed on a wall, covered with! great 
Indian cheſnuts, in which the Sparrows aſſem- 
bled in great numbers in the evening, pots filled 


with ſulphur, mixed with a little charcoal and 


roſin; and thefe ſubſtances being ſet on fire, 
cauſed a thick ſmoke, which had no effect but 
to waken the birds. As the volume aſcended, 
-they removed to the tops of the trees, and then 
:retired to the neighbouring houſes, but not one 
dropped. I obſerved only that they did not for 
three days viſit the trees that were ſmanbad but 
afterwards returned to their former habit. 
As theſe birds are hardy, they can be eaſily 
raiſed | in cages, and lire ſeveral Years, eſpeciall 
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if the females be withheld from them *; for it 
is faid that their exceſſive venery abridges the 


period of their lives. When they are taken 


young, they are ſo docile as to obey the voice 


and catch ſomewhat of the ſong of thoſe birds 


with which they are bred; and being naturally 
familiar, they become more ſo in the ſtate of 
captivity. But when at liberty, they are rather 
ſolitary ; and hence, perhaps, the origin of their 


name F. Since they never leave our climate, 


and are always about our houſes, it is eaſy to 
perceive that they commonly fly ſingle or in 


pairs. There are, however, two ſeaſons in the 
year when they aſſemble, not to fly in flocks, 
but to chirp together, in autumn on the willow 


by the river ſides, and in ſpring on the firs and 
other evergreens. They meet in the evening, 


and in mild weather. They ſpend the night 


on the trees, but in winter they are found 
either alone or with their females in a hole of 
the wall, or beneath the tiles of roofs. And it 
is only in exceſſive froſts that five or ſix are 
found lying together, an to keep them; 
ſelves warm. 


* e Some ſuppoſe that the male Sparrows cannot live longer 
* than a year. The proof is, that none are obſerved to have # 
black heard in the ſpring, but only ſometime after, as if none 
* had ſurvived the preceding ſeaſon. It is alleged that the fe. 
males are more vivacious; for they are caught along with young 
ones, and are diſtinguiſhed” by the. kardyels of their bills.“ 
Axis. Hiſt, Anim. lib. x. 7. | 1 

+ Perhaps the French word Noinegs 3 is derived from the Greek 
Mast, ſolus, 
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The males fight obſtinately for the poſſeſſion 
of their females, and in the violence of their 
ſtruggle, they often fall to the ground. Few 
birds are ſo ardent, or ſo vigorous in their love. 
They can embrace twenty times in ſucceſſion 
with the ſame fire, the ſame trepidation, and the 
ame expreſſions of rapture. What is fingu- 
lar, the female firſt ſhews a degree of impa- 
tience at a ſport which muſt fatigue her leſs 
than the male, but which may alſo yield her 
leſs pleaſure, ſince there are no preludes, no ca- 
reſſes, no adjuſtment. Much petulance is ſhewn | 
without tenderneſs, and a flutter of action which 
betrays only a ſelfiſh appetite. Compare the 
loves of the Pigeon with thoſe of the Sparrow, 
and you will perceive almoſt all the ſhades from 
the phy fical to the moral qualities. 
Theſe birds neſtle commonly under the tiles, in 
the lead-gutters, in holes of the wall, in pots 
that are erected for them, and often about the ſides 
of windows which have Venetian blinds. A few, 
however, build their neſts in trees. I have re- 
ceived ſome of thefe which were found in large 
cheſnuts and lofty willows. They place them 
on the ſummit of theſe trees, and conſtruct them 
with the ſame materials, viz. hay on the out- 
fide and feathess within; but what is'fingular, 

they add a fort of cap above. which covers the 
neſt, ſo as to prevent the water from penetrat- 
ing, and leave an opening for entering at under 
this es When they os oh in holes or covered 

3 Places 
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places, they judiciouſly diſpenſe with this cap. 
Inſtin& diſcovers here a ſort of reaſoning, and 
at leaſt implies a compariſon of two ſmall ideas. | 
Some Houle Sparrows, more indolent, though 1 Fil 
bolder than the reſt, do not give themſelves the 
trouble of building, but drive off the Martins, 
and poſſeſs their neſts. Sometimes they fight 
the Pigeons, and eſtabliſh themſelves in the 
holes.—This little tribe exhibit therefore habits 
and inſtincts more varied and perfect than moſt 
other birds. This reſults undoubtedly from their 
living in ſociety. They enjoy the benefits of 
the domeſtic ſtate without ſurrendering any por= 
tion of their independence. Hence that ſub» 
| tlety, that circumſpection, and that accommo- 
| dation of inſtinct to lituations and circum= 
ſtances. LA „ 


[A] Specific character of the Common or Houſe Sparrow, 
Fringilla Domgſtica, L1Nx.,—** The quills of its wings and tail 
« are brown, its body gray and black, with a fingle white ſtripe 
« on its wings.“ It is near fix inches long. The eggs are aſh- 
white, with thick duſky ſpots. The male is diftingaiſhed by his 


black throat; the female has a duller plumage. T * occur 
camegnef e and i in A and Aſia. | 
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under the name of Senegal Sparrow. We 


ſhall retain that denomination, fince it appears 
to be of the ſame ſpecies with the Common 


Houſe Sparrow. The only difference is, that 


the bill, the top of the head, and the lower- 
parts 12 the body, are reddiſh ; whereas, in the 


European Sparrow, the bill is brown: the crown 
of the head, and the lower-parts of the body, 
gray, But in every other reſpect, they are the 


fame; and we may regard the difference of co- 
lour as reſulting from the influence of climate. 


The bird of which the male and female are in 


fig. 1. and 2. No. 665. Pl. Ent. appears to be 
only a Try of this. 


$f 


We may extend theſe remarks to the bird 
fig. 2, No. 183 Pl, Enl, termed the Red-billed 
Senegal 
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Senegal Sparrow, which we ſhall conſider, eſpe- 
cially ſince it belongs to the ſame climate with 


the preceding, as a variety of it, occaſioned by 
difference of age or ſex. 


III. | 9 N | 

The BLACK SPARROW. | e | 

- Pharma are other foreign birds CEO whivhs 7 li 
though analogous to the Houſe Sam [| 
be regarded as of a different ſpecies. Such is — fl ' 
the American bird, which the inhabitants of the 1 
French Weſt-India iſlands call he Black Father, 9 

| (Pere noir). It is repreſented fig. 1. No. 201. I 
Pl. Eul. It would appear to be ſettled not only = | J 
in theſe iſlands, but on the continent of South [1 
America, as at Mexico; for it is mentioned by I! 
Fernandez under the Mexican name of Yohuals II 
bolatl, and deſcribed by Sir Hans Sloane as a na- 1 
tive of Jamaica *. We ſuppoſe alſo that the two ö | 

1 


birds, figured No. 224. are only varieties of this. WM 
The only thing which weakens this conjecture „ 
is, that they were found in climates very diſtant 5 |} 
from each other: 1. from Macao, the 2d from 
Java, and the 3d from Cayenne. I ftill con | 
ceive, however, that they are varieties of the 
Black Sparrow; for the climates allotted to 
them by the importers are not to be conſidered | 


* The Black Sparrow marked with aFron dots. SLOANE. 
i 5 as 
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as certain; and beſides, this ſpecies may occur 
equally in the hot countries in both conti- 
nents. 

There are others alſo which may be regarded 
as varieties of this ſpecies. The Brazil Spar- 
row, of which fig. 1. No. 291. Pl. Enl. is the 
male, and fig. 2. the female, reſembles the Black 
Sparrow, ſo that we cannot heſitate to aſſign it 
the ſame place. The reſemblance is indeed the 
moſt perfect in the male, for the female differs 
widely in its colours; but this circumſtance only 
apprizes us of the uncertainty of any claſſifica- 
tion founded on the plumage. 

Laſtly, There is another ſpecies which we 
ſhould range with the Black Sparrow, but for 
the great difference in the length of the tail. 
This bird is delineated fig. 1, No. 183. Pl, Enl. 
under the name of the Sparrow of the kingdom of 
Juidu. We may conſider it as a variety of the 
Black Sparrow, diſtinguiſhed by its long tail, 
which conſiſts of unequal quills. If we have 
been rightly informed with reſpect to the cli- 
mates, it would appear that the Black Sparrow 
is found in the Antilles, in Jamaica, in Mexico, 
in Cayenne, in Brazil, in the kingdom of Juida, 
in Abyflinia, in Java, and ag fat as Macao; that 
is, in all the tropical countries, both of the New 
and of the Old Continent. 


1V. The 
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Le Dattier, ou Moineau de "RO Buff. 


Fringilla Capſa, Gmel. 
The Capya Finch, Lath. 


Dr. Shaw ſpeaks of this bird 3 in his Kuni, 


under the name of the Capſa Sparrow, and Mr. 


Bruce has ſhewin me a miniature drawing of it, 


from which [ have made the Og oy 


ſcription: 
The Date Sparrow I a ſhort bill, thick at 
the bafe, with ſome whiſkers near the angles of 


its junction; the upper-mandible is black, the 


lower yellowiſh, and alfo the legs; the nails 
black, the anterior part of the head and throat 
white, the reſt of the head, the neck, the up- 


per, and even the lower ſurface of the body, 
gray, tinged with reddiſh ; but the tint is deepeſt 


on the breaſt F, and on the ſmall upper-coverts 
of the wings; the quills of the wings and of the 
tail are black ; the tail is ſlightly forked, pretty 


* Mr. Bruce, after having attentively examined this bird, found 
it to be the ſame with the Maſcalouf of Abyſſinia. It is there called 


alſo the Bird of the Croſs, becauſe it uſually arrives the day of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Croſs, which denotes the cloſe of the rainy 


ſeaſon. Mr. Bruce adds, that at the ſources of the Nile a bird 
appears after the rains which reſembles much the Maſcalouf, EX= 
cept that it has a much ſhorter tail. 


+ Shaw ſpeaks of ſome reflexions which he perceived on its 
breaſt, 
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long, and ftretches two-thirds beyond the ex- 
tremity of the wings. 

This bird flies in flocks; it 1s familiar, and 
ventures to pick up grains at barn- doors. In 
that part of Barbary, ſouth of the kingdom of 
Tunis, it is as common as the Houſe Sparrow in 
France; but it ſings much better, if what Shaw 
advances be a fact; that its warble is ſuperior to 
that of the Cinabis and Nightingales “. It is 
a pity that it is too delicate to be carried out of 
its native country; at leaſt all the attempts that 
have hitherto been made of tranſporting i It alive 


have proved unaccelsful, 


15 11 mould have been tempted from the Snenefs of its notes to 
range it with the Canaries ; but Mr. Bruce, who had often ſeen 


it, and to whom I communicated my idea, perſiſted ir in his opinion, 
_ that it ought to be 93 Sparrows. 


The TREE SPARROW®. 


"I F riquet, Buff, 


Fringilla Montana, Linn. and Gmel. 
Paſſer Montanus, Aldrov. Ray, and Brill, 
Paſferinus, Geſner, | 
The Mountain News Will. 


118 bird is Waden 0 of a different " 


cies from the Houſe Sparrow. Though 
they inhabit the ſame climate and the ſame. 


tracts, they never aſſociate together, and their 
habits are, for the moſt part, diſſimilar. The 


| Houſe Sparrow never leaves our dwellings, but 


lodges and breeds in the walls and roofs. The 


Tree Sparrow ſeldom viſits us, lives in the fields, 
haunts the ſides of the roads, perches on ſhrubs 
and low plants, and builds its neſt in crevices 

and holes at a little height from the ground. It 
is ſaid to neſtle alſo in the woods, and in the 
hollows of trees; but J have never ſeen them in 


the woods but tranſiently, and they certainly 
prefer the open fields. The Houſe Sparrow 


flies heavily, and always to ſhort diſtances; nor 


can it walk without hopping and making awk- 
ward movements. The Tree Sparrow, on the 
contrary, whirls round more ſmartly, and walks 
better. This ſpecies 1 is not lo numerous as that 


*. In German » Baum Sperling, F eld Spatz, or Rohr Spatx. 


af 


of the Houſe Pe andi it is e 
probable that they hatch only once a- year, lay- 
ing four or five eggs; for about the end of ſum- 
mer they aſſemble in great bodies, and remain 
together during the winter. It is eaſy in that 
ſeaſon to catch them on the buſhes where a 
a: 
After this bird * alighted, it is in a conti- 
nual flutter, whirling, jerking its tail upwards 
and downwards, performing all theſe motions 
with tolerable grace ; and hence comes its French 
name friquet (friſky . Though not ſo bold as 
the Houſe Sparrow, it does not ſhun the pre- 
ſence of man; it often follows travellers, with- 
out ſhewing any ſigns of timidity, It flies with 
a wheeling motion, and always very low; for 
it never perches on large trees, and thoſe who 
have called it the Cheſnut Sparrow, have con- 
founded it with the Ring Sparrow, which really 
lodges on lofty trees and on cheſnuts. 


- TM ſpecies is ſubject to variety. Many na- 
turaliſts have reckoned the Mountain Sparrow *, 
the Collared Sparrow 9, the Fooliſh Sparrow of 
the Italians, as ſpecifically different from it. 
But the Fooliſh Sparrow is exaQly the ſame 


| 1 | $2 * In German, Ningel Spatx, Ringel Sperling, Feld Sperling, 
[; *. ald Sperling in Poliſh, Wrobel-le 22 . robel-polny, Mazuret. 

| + In German, Berg Sperling : 1 in Poliſh, y bil gary: 

| Greek, Dig ubos @ygioge | 

4 5 bird, 
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THE TREE SPARROW. 


bird, * the other ſorts are only Night Va- 
rieties . 

What proves that the Paſſera Mattugia "936 or 
Fooliſh Sparrow of the Italians, is either the 
Tree Sparrow, or a light variety of it, diſtin- 


guiſhed only by the diſtribution of its colours, 


is, that Olina, who gives a figure and a deſcrip- 
tion of it, ſays, that it receives the epithet of 


Mattugia, becauſe it can never reſt a ſingle mo- 
ment in one place ; the ſame circumſtance to 


which I attribute the origin of its French name. 
Would it not be very ſingular, that this bird, 
which is ſo common in France, ſhould not at all 


be found in Italy, as our nomenclators have 


ſtated? On the contrary, it would ſeem that 


there are more varieties of this ſpecies i in Italy | 
than in France. It inhabits therefore the tem- 


perate and warmer regions, and not the cold 
climates, for it is not found in Sweden. But I 
am ſurprized that Salerne ſhould ſay that this 


bird occurs not in Germany or England, ſince 5 


the naturaliſts of theſe countries have given 


* The Mountain Sparrow ad Collared Sparrow. are the ſame | 
bird, and differ from the Tree Sparrow only by the white or 


whitiſh collar on the top of the neck. 


+ F ringilla Stulta, Gmel. Paſſer Stultus, Brit, The Foolijb 
Sparrow, Will. and Lath. 

Specific character: It is gray-rufoos, Grid with ſooty, 
« below yellowiſh, its eye-brows and two ſtripes on its wings 


„white, a yellow ſpot on its throat, its tail blackiſh, and at the 
« margin rufous. x 


t Paſer Slvſtris, Aldrov. 
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THE TREE SPARROW. 
figures and deſcriptions of it. Friſch even af. 
ſerts, that the Tree Sparrow and the Canary bird 
can breed together, and that the Fer has 
been made in Germany. e 

The Tree Sparrow, alivogh more reſtleſs than 
the Houſe Sparrow, 1 is not ſo petulant, ſo fami- 
har, or ſo voracious. It is more innocent, and 


not ſo deſtructive to the crops. It prefers fruits, 
wild ſeeds, particularly thoſe of the thiſtle, and 


alſo eats inſects. It avoids meeting the Houſe 


Sparrow, which is ſtronger and more miſehier- 
ous. It can be raiſed in a cage, and fed like x 
Goldinch; ; it lives five or ſix years; its ſong is 
very poor, but quite different from the harſh 


cries of the Houſe Sparrow. Though more 
3 than the Houſe Sparrow, it is remarked 


not to be fo docile; This is _—_— to its Iivieg 
more out of the ſociety of man add 


M4 | : 7 5 "$£423 $9.4 £2 


4 » Specific a of the Tie. or Mountain Sparrow, Frin- 
gilla Moatana :—< The quills of its wings and tail are brown, its 


« body gray and black, with a double White ſtripe on its wings.“ 


Its egg is white blue, with ſpots of a dull n e at the 
Ronen end. It is found 1 in Yorkſture, 
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WHICH ARE REL ATED TO rug TREE] er dw. 


T* bird called the Wild Sharrow 7 Piſſereau 
Sauvage ) in Provence, appears to be mere» 
ly a variety of the Tree Sparrow. Its ſong, ſays 
M. Guys, would ſeem never to end, and is quite 
different from that of the Houle Sparrow. He 2 
adds, that this bird is very thy, and conceals its 14 
head among the. ſtones, leaving its body unco- — 
vered, and then fancies itſelf to be ſafe. It ſub- 


5 


ſiſts in the fields upon n, and ſome en it 
is very rare in Provene. 


But beſides this and other varieties of we ame EE | 
ſort that inhabit our climates, and which we | 
have mentioned after our nomenclators by the 
names of Mountain Sparrow, Collared Sparrows ; 
Fooliſh Sparrow, there are others found i in fo- 
reign climates. 


; 2 
” » 


"The ETTTIY SPARROW, 
Le Pap Vert, Buff, 


lt is delineated fig. 2. No. 201. P. bal un⸗ 
der the name of Red. beaded Cayenne Sparrow, * 
vat. M. &'® We 1 
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We ſhall term it the Green Sparrow, becauſe its 
body is greeniſh. But though in point of co- 
lour it differs AS much as poſſihle from Lux. Tree 
Sparrow, it is is nearer related to this than to wy 
other European bird. Or Car. Ws 
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„The fame mag. be; ad at the Blue - nk 
Sparrozo, of fig. 2. No. 203. 3 and as both theſe 
birds inhabit the ſame climate, we can hardly 
decide whether they are N en . 
to be FADged, in the aus. . LES 
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This bird is called in as Foudi Le- 
bemene. Briſſon mentioned it firſt under the 
name of the Madagaſcar. Cardinal. It is deli- 

neated fig. 2. No. 134. Pl. Enl, by. the title of 
Madagaſcar Sparrow. 
There are two birds, the Conant lf the © 
Oe of Good e *. & No. 6. and the Spar- 
| of, ow 
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#h TREE SPAR ROW. 451 


row of the Cape of Good Hope, fig. 1. No. 134. 
which both appear. to me to be varieties of the 
Tree Sparrow, the former being the male, and 


the latter the female; for the only difference is, 


that the under- part of the body is black; but in 
all other reſpeQs they are alike, and as we have 
reaſon to believe that they live in the ſame cli- 
mate, we may conclude they belong to the ſame 


ſpecies. 1 Hin apt = 4 £2 
1 1 1 Fit 1 ? 14 N N 
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The CRESTED TREE SPARROW, | 


Le Friquet Happe, Buff 
Fringilla Criſtata, Cmel. 
The Black. faced Finch, Lath. 


It is like the Tree Sparrow in ſize and ſhape, 
though much different in point of colour. It is 


delineated fig. 1. and 2. No. 181. Pl. Enl. un- 


der the names of the Cayenne and Carolina Spar- 
row. Fig. 1. is probably the male, and fig. 2. 
the female of the ſame ſpecies. [A] *. 


[A] Specific enaracter of the Fringilla Criftata:—* It is creſt- 
ed with duſky red, the under- ſide of its body, and its rump, - 


1 | « ſcarlet.“ 
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It 10 Aelindated fig. 1. No, 203, . Bul. un- 

der the appellation of Sparrow of the Cooft of 

| Africa, It is certainly different ffom the Tes 
Sparrow, and all. thoſe. which we have menti. 
oned, and therefore required an appropriated 
name. That which we have formed denotg 
that jt is beautiful, and buch money under the 
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FIG1-THE RING SPARROW. FIG 2 THE GRIVELIN. | 
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m. RING. SPARROWS, 
Le Soulcie, Buff. | 


Fringilla Petronia, Linn. 404 bn 
Paſſer Sylveſtris, Brill, 
e Paſſer W Aldrov, _ Ray. 


"BIS + bird has, as well as che Titec Gao, 
been often , confounded: with the Houſe 
ee though it is of a different ſpecies... It 
is larger than either, its bill is ſtronger, and red 
rather than black, and it has no habit in com- 
mon with the Houſe Sparrow. It dwells in the 
woods, and hence the name that it has received 
from moſt of the naturaliſts T. It neſtles in 
hollow trees, lays four or five eggs, and hatches 
only once a-year. As ſoon as the young are 
able to accompany the parents, that is about the 
end of July, they aſſociate in flocks. The Ring 
Sparrows are therefore collected ſix weeks earlier 
than the Tree Sparrows, and form alſo more nu- 
merous bodies. They remain united till the ſea- 
ſon of love, when they ſeparate with their fe- 
males in pairs. Though theſe birds are inva- 
riably ſtationary in our climate, it is probable 
that they dread the ſeverity of the arctic region, 
for Linnæus makes no mention of them in his 


enumeration of the natives of Sweden. "9 


ln Haan, Pars. Apgfre. + Palſer ono. 


454 THE RING*®SPARROW. 
are birds of paſſage in Germany, and do not 
arrive in flocks, but only one by one 7; and 
what, ſcems to confirm our conjecture, they are 
often found: dead 1 in the hollows of tf trees, in hard 
winters. They ſubſiſt not only on grain and 
ſeeds of all ſorts, but alſo on flies and other in- 
ſects. They are fond of the ſociety of their 
equals, and when they diſcover abundance of 
food, they invite them to partake. As _—T 
almoſt always in numerous bodies, they do v 
injury to newly-ſowed fields. They can 5 
be driven away or deſtroyed, for they partake of 
the caution of the Houſe Sparrow. They avoid 
| Fnares, lime-twigs, and traps,” but mY can be 
=p ms in great numbers with nooſes 4. 


0 This bird was kithirty ſcarcely, if at all, 3 in | Ger- 


many; but of late years it has become 8 common n,—Note com- 
PRE LEVITT ORE) 4 
(+ Friſch. 


1. Specißc a of the F ele Ban .. 11 1 is gray, 


vel jts eye - brows white, the F 8 its a NE, Ts 
egg is 29900 with white dots. ; 
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To bird is [5 HSE Hex re Ring Sparrow, 
that we might conſider it as only a variety, 


if it were poſſible that it could migrate into the 
New Continent. I zs dehneated fig. 2, No. 
22 3. under the name of the Canada Sparrow. 
It is ſmaller than the Ring Herron, as all the 
American anlimals Ark inferior to thöle off: the 
Lims ſpecies in the "Old World *. zd: bun ace 


n 
* Specht chiradiert —5 Ii is Wis. white belo elow, its to 


« riegated with Rtay-baf' its . its neck; ; and this ft 
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hs another beautiful bird, a native of South 
Ames Marcgrave calls it 5 its Brazilian 
. name, 
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and its body black and white. In the female, 
the fore part of the head is not red, but yellow- 
orange, ſprinkled with reddifh Points. 


name, tije guacu paroara, from which we have 
taken the term Paroare. Briſſon has named it 
the Dominican Cardinal, becauſe its head is red, 


We ſhall alſo apply the name of Creſted Po- 
roare to a bird of the ſame continent, which a 


pears to be only a variety, diſtinguiſhed by a 


tuft or creſt on its head. This beautiful bird is 
figured No. 103. Pl. Enl. and there termed the 


9 Dominican Cardinal of Lowil ang. 
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1355 | EE NAGY M/s 
The c R E SC N 
e | Le cen, Buff, | 7 3 117 11 1 

This biod | is deen fig. 1 1. No. IE Pl, 
ul. and there named the Sparrow of the Cape 


of Good Hope, which had been given to it by 
Briſſon. We ſhall term it the Creſcent, becauſe 


in its ſpecies and climate it is different from the 


others. In the diſtribution of its colours it is 
analogous to the Ring Sparrow, and has a white 
creſcent which extends. from the eye below the 
neck, —This character is alone lufficient to diſ- 


8 _— it. 
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